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THESE  LETTERS, 

ON  THE  DUTIES  AND  CHARACTER  OF  WOMEN, 

ARE, 

(BY  PERMISStON) 
APPROPRIATELY  AND  SUBMISSIVELY 

INSCRIBED  TO 

Tlie  Queens  Most  Excellent  Majesty \ 

WHOSE  EXALTED  CHARACTER 

ENFORCES,  BY  AN  EXAMPLE  MORE  POWERFUL 

THAN  PRECEPT, 

THE  STRICT  PERFORMANCE 

OF  EVERY  DOMESTIC,  MORAL,  AND 

RELIGIOUS  DUTY. 

WITH  THE  DEEPEST  SENSE  OF  THE  HONOUR  OF 

THIS  ILLUSTRIOUS  PATRONAGE, 

THE  AUTHOR  SUBSCRIBES  HERSELF 

HER  MAJESTY'S 

MOST  DUTIFUL, 

AND  MOST  GRATEFULLY 

DEVOTED  SERVANT, 

JANE  WEST, 


PREFATORY  ADDRESS. 


Since  the  publication  of  the  much 
favoured  "Letters"  referred  to  in  the 
title-page,  the  author  has  been  repeat- 
edly advised  to  make  the  character  and 
duties  of  her  own  sex  the  subject  of  a 
separate  work,  similar,  and  in  some  re- 
spects supplementary,  to  the  former ; 
yet  still  preserving  those  peculiar  fea- 
tures which  would  render  it  more  in- 
teresting and  beneficial  to  women.  It 
was  urged  on  the  one  hand,  that  the 
late  publication  was  in  some  parts 
adapted  to  females/  This  was  ad- 
mitted ;  but  it  was  further  observed, 
that|  though  ail  rational  creatures  are 

B  3  circum- 
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circumscribed  within  one  general  pale 
of  moral  and  religious  obligation,  the 
peculiar  path  of  each  sex  is  marked  by 
those  nice  shades  of  appropriation, 
which  only  an  all-wisie  Being,  intent  on 
the  general  benefit  of  the  whole  human 
race,  could  impose:  and  this  remark 
was  exemplified  by  shewing,  that  any 
violation  of  this  prescribed  decorum 
exposed  the  offender  to  a  degree  of 
opprobrium  by  no  means  equal  to  the 
offence.  To  the  remark,  that  of  late 
women  had  been  peculiarly  fortunate 
in  having  had  a  number  of  admirable 
advisers,  it  was  answered,  that  they 
had  also  been  misled  by  many  false 
lights,  and  were  more  exposed  than  at 
any  former  period  to  the' artifices  of  se* 
ducers;  who,  intent  to  poison  the  minds 
of  the  unwary,  had  contrived  to  intro- 
duce their  dangerous  notions  on  man* 
ners,  morals,  and  religion,  into  every 

species 
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i^cies  of  composition,  and  all  forms  of 
society;  the  sentiments  and  regulations 
of  which  had  lately,  as  far  as  concerns 
women,undergone  an  alarmingchange. 
And  with  regard  to  the  many  really  va- 
luable moralists  who  have  attempted  to 
stem  this  torrent,  the  observation  which 
the  author  formerly  made  respecting 
young  men  was  equally  true  of  women. 
The  ertremes  of  society  were  chiefly  at- 
tended to ;  and  if  we  judged  by  the 
style  generally  used  by  the  instructor  of 
the  fair  sex,  we  should  think  that  the 
whole  female  world  was  divided  into 
"  high-lived  company  "  and  paupers*; 
that  numerous  and  important  body  the 
middle  classes  of  society,  whose  duties 
are  most  complicated,  and  consequent, 
ly  most  difficult,  being  generally  over- 

♦  This  observation  must  be  taken  with  excep* 
tions;  among  which.  Dr.  Gisborne's  Tract  on  the 
Deities  of  Womui  holds  a  pre-en^inent  rank. 

B  4  looked ; 


looked ;  and  yet  the  change  of  man- 
ners and  pursuits  among  these  are  so 
marked^  that  the  most  superficial  ob- 
servers  must  be  alarmed  attheprospect 
of  what  it  portends.  Something  too 
was  said  of  the  advantage,  as  well  as 
of  the  propriety,  of  intrusting  female 
practitioners  with  the  preparation  of 
nostrums  for  the  moral  diseases  of  their 
own  sisterhood ;  and  a  hint  was  given, 
that  it  would  be  patriotic  to  endeavour 
to  restore  the  reputation  of  the  fair 
college  of  pharmacopolists,  which  has 
been  grievously  tarnished  by  the  prac- 
tice of  those  quacks  who  had  aggra- 
vated the  diseases  which  they  pre- 
tended to  cure  by  stimulants  or  ano- 
dynes, till  in  many  cases  they  were 
become  too  obstinate  for  any  remedy. 
It  was  urged  too,  that  a  popular  author 
was  in  conscience  bound  to  employ  the 
(perhaps)   transient  period  of  public 

approbation 
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approbation  in  using  her  most  strenu* 
ou«  endeavour  to  repay  the  farour  of 
generous  protection,  by  endeavouring 
to  give  that  turn  to  the  taste  and  mo- 
rals of  society  which  would  be  most 
beneficial  to  its  temporal  and  eternal 
interests.  This  solemn  consideration, 
enforced  by  the  dying  injunctions  of  a 
much-respected  friend,  who,  near  the 
close  of  his  valuable  life,  addressed  an 
awful  charge  to  the  author,  that  she 
should  '^Pursue  the  course  in  whichshe 
then  trod,  and  let  all  her  future  works 
tend  not  only  to  moral  but  religious 
edification,"  has  determined  her  tq 
conquer  the  timid,  or  perhaps  pruden- 
tial motives,!  which  advised  a  timely 
retreat  from  the  field  of  literature,  be- 
fore the  sure  indications  of  neglect 
should  prevent  her  from  doing  so  with 
honour.  The  present  work  is  the  con- 
sequence of  this  recovered  bravery. 

b5  Aware 
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Aware  that  humble  views  arc  best 
suited  to  her  abilities,  she  does  not  at- 
tempt to  compose  a  con  ect  and  elabo- 
rate system  of  morals;  nor  will  she  ex- 
amine the  evidences  and  doctrines  of 
religion  with  logical  minuteness:  able 
writers  have  preceded  her  in  these  de- 
partments. Her  aim  is,  to  present  read- 
ers of  her  own  sex,  and  station,  with 
some  admonitory  reflections  on  those 
points  which  appeared  to  her  of  supe- 
rior importance,  either  from  their  hav- 
ing been  omitted  or  slightly  discussed 
by  other  writers,  or  from  the  prevail- 
ing temper  of  the  times  requinug  them 
to  be  recalled  to  general  attention, 
and,  if  possible,  placed  in  a  novel,  and 
therefore  more  attractive,  poini  of 
view.  To  arrest  the  artcntinn  ot  those 
who  are  terrified  by  the  uniform  auste- 
rity of  a  melacholy  censor,  the  sombre 
hue  of  precept  will  be  relieved  by  such 
€  ornaments 
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tfftaament3  as  can  be  adopited  with'tftit 
irtjuiy  to  the  main  design.  Perhaps 
this  last  intimation  is  but  a  specious 
apology  for  a  manner  of  writing,  s^ 
first  natural,  and  now  so  confirmed  by 
habit,  that  a  determination  to  avoid  it 
wbiild  certainly  give  a  disgusting  stifF- 
liess  to  the  following  lucubrations. 

The  author  is  aware  that  there  is  a 
considerable  resemblance  betMeen  this 
and  her  preceding  work  on  a  similar 
subject.    This  was  unavoidaTile,  unless 
she  had  omitted  what  she  judged  the 
most  important  part  of  her  undertak- 
ing, or  referred  her  present  readers  td  , 
another  publication :  in  either  case,  thfii  • 
present  would  be  incomplete.    She  has 
endeavoured  to  give  all  the  varVety  in 
her  power,  by  varying  Her  expressions, 
^rid  the  order  of  her  reflections;  by 
throwing  in  such  new  remarks  as  rcf* 
i!f6tit  occurrences',  or  her  own  subse- 
quent 
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quent  reading,  have  supplied;  by 
slightly  passing  over  what  she  there 
attempted  to  explain  in  detail;  and 
by  supplying  what  an  attentive  review 
taught  her  to  think  deficient  in  her 
former  work. 

As  these  admonitions  are  chiefly  de 
signed  for  readers  whose  time  is  occu- 
pied in  pursuits  and  duties  which  com- 
pel them  to  take  up  a  book  rather  as 
an  improving  relaxation  than  a  serious 
study,  the  epistolary  style  was  adopted, 
as  best  suited  to  this  purpose.  It  is, 
however,  acknowledged,  that  these  let- 
ters were  originally  written  for  the 
purpose  of  publication,  although  they 
are  addressed  to  a  young  lady,  the 
daughter  of  the  dearest  friend  of  the 
author's  early  life.  By  kindly  permit- 
ting her  name  to  be  the  vehicle  for 

these  reflections,  Miss  M has,  in 

a  considerable  degree,  beguiled  the 

fatigue 
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c6nveyefl  to  the  public,  which  only 
the  sweetness  of  Miss  M '»  dispo- 
sition could  excuse,  or  the  unequivo- 
cal merit  of  her  character  counteract. 
Within  the  resprctable  circle  which 
bounds  her  fame  and  her  duties,  it  is 
well  known,  that,  so  far  from  M-antmg 
the  advice  of  others,  she  teaches  all 
who  observe  her  conduct,  by  that 
noblest  and  most  impressive  mode  of 
instruction,  example. 


LETTERS, 


i^c,  ^c.  fcfr. 


LETTER  I. 

Introductori)  Sketch  of  the  Design. 


Mir  DEAR  MISS  M 


Ten  years  have  elapsed  since  the  iu- 
cvitable  consequences  of  an  excruci- 
ating and  lingering  decay  deprived 
you  of  a  mother,  whose  counsels  and 
example  would  have  been  your  best 
guide  to  all  that  was  amiable  and 
praise-worthy  in  your  sex.  It  is  not 
for  us  misjudging  mortals,  whose  views 
,  are  bounded  by  the  narrow  horizon  of 
seventy  years,  to  question  the  decrees 

of 
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of  that  infinite  Being,  M^hose  eye  per- 
vades the  measureless  ages  of  eternity ; 
nor  can  we  «ay  how  far  the  relations 
and  advantages  of  that  endless  exist- 
ence, on  which  Christianity  allows  us 
to  believe  the  glorified  spirit  of  your 
pious  parent  has  now  entered,  depend- 
ed upon  the  brief  termination  of  her 
mortal  course.  Of  this  we  are  sure, 
that  the  merciful  Father  of  the  human 
race  sees  it  expedient  to  perfect  his 
creatures  by  stifterings,  even  as  a  child 
in  a  well-regulated  family  is  trained  to 
virtue  and  knowledge,  by  a  system  of 
discipline  and  restraint,  of  which  it  does 
not  then  discern  the  advantage.  Thus^ 

my  dear  Miss  M ,  your  mother  was 

doomed  to  pass  through  a  rugged  and 
painful  passage  in  her  early  journey  to 
eternity ;  and  thus  also,  with  respect 
to  yourself,  the  young  scion  was  kft 
exposed  just  at  that  period  when  it 

seemed 
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seemed  most  to  require  shelter  from 
the  external  violetice  of  stormy  winds, 
and  from  those  diseases  which  arise 
from  premature  exposure,  and  otteu 
destroy  themost promising  vegetation. 
The  same  stroke  w  hich  deprived  you 
of  a  mother,  separated  me  from  tlie 
friend  whom  I  best  loved ;  whose  par- 
tial approbation  first  stimulated  me  to 
break  through  opposing  difficulties, 
and  to  bestow  all  the  cultivation  on 
my  passion  for  literature  wliich  my  si- 
tuation in  life  allowed.  Encouraged  by 
her  praises,  guided  by  Tier  taste,  and 
(what  was  infinitely  more  important  to 
jne)  corrected  and  improved  in  my  mo* 
ral  judgment  by  the  silent  eloquence 
of  her  blameless  manners,  I  started  in 
the  career  of  authorship,  with  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  of  full  and  im- 
mediate success.  The  premonitory  cau- 
tions which  she  thought  it  right  to  be- 
stow, 
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Stow,  were  too  gentle  to  repress  the 
warm  hopes  of  youthful  inexperience; 
and  it  was  only  the  successive  disap- 
pointment of  my  first  attempts  which 
taught  me  that  it  was  easier  to  please 
the  candid  and  judicious,  than  to  pro- 
pitiate the  multitude,  when  unsanc* 
tioned  by  the  patronage  of  a  mighty 
name,  and  unrecommended  by  a 
blameable  sacrifice  to  false  principle. 
I  shall  not  forget  the  tender  80li« 
citude  with  which  my  late  friend  ex- 
erted herself  to  obviate  the  effects  of 
those  mortifications  of  which  her  pru- 
dence had  in  vain  forewarned  me,  and 
from  which  her  energetic  exertions 
could  not  protect  an  unknown  or  in- 
experienced writer.  To  the  happy  in- 
fluence of  her  kindness,  and  her  coun- 
sels, I  may  attribute  my  escape  from 
the  morbid  pressure  of  despondency^ 
and  my  still  happier  preservation  from 

the 
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|fae  torrent  of  false  theories  and  disor- 
ganising'  principles  which  was  at  that 
time  poured  into  this  country.  As  the 
effects  of  these  subverting  doctrines 
had  not  then  appeared ;  and  as,  like 
their  author  Satan,  they  took  the  dis«> 
guise  of  angels  of  light;  a  half-culti* 
yated:  romantic  mind,  ignorant  of  men 
and  manners,  and  enthusiastically  at* 
tatched' to  those  visions  of  independ- 
ence,, philanthropy,  energy,  and  per- 
fection, which  are  so  dear  to  the  vota- 
ries of  the  muses,  might  have  been 
seduced  by  the  fair  semblance  in  which 
these  apostles  of  anarchy  were  then  en- 
veloped; especially  as  they  affected 
respect  for  the  palladium  of  religion. 
The  mature  and  enlightened  under- 
standing of  your  excellent  mother  saw 
through  the  imposture,  and  taught  her 
credulousfriend  to  distinguish  bet  ween 
pretences  to  superior  virtue,  and  the 

artiest 


20 

artless  unboastful  reality.  You,  doubtr 
less,  recollect  the  apprehensions  which 
she  felt,  lest  the  spirit  of  insubordina-* 
tion  and  discontent,  though  discoun- 
tenanced by  all  wise  and  worthy  Bri- 
tons, should  be  diffused  among  the 
lower  orders,  who,  being  more  inclined 
to  feel  the  disadvantages  of  ignorance^ 
than  to  acknowledge  the  comforts  of 
obedience,  would  in  consequence  be 
betrayed  to  renounce  the  simple  path 
in  which  their  forefathers  walked,  and 
to  follow  those  new  lights  which  prcf 
tended  to  direct  them  to  the  tree  of 
knowledge.  She  lived  to  see  her  ap* 
prehensions  verified,  nor  has  the  evil 
yet  ceased  to  work:  maytheAlmjghtyt 
in  his  mercy,  limit  its  progress  ! 

Such  were  the  obligations  that  I 
owed  to  your  mother  ;  and  to  which 
must  be  superadded,  all  the  common 
offices  of  generous^  active,  affectionate 

friendship ; 
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friendsiiip :  no  wonder,  then,  that  the 
lapse  of  years  has  not  diminished  my 
attachment  to  her  memory.  The  so- 
lemn scenes  which  preceded  her  dis- 
solution afforded  an  instructive  exam- 
ple, to  all  around  her,  of  the  possibility 
of  discharging  the  hard  duty  of  conse- 
crating affliction ;  and  they  taught  us 
to  mingle  with  our  tears  for  her  loss, 
the  consolations  which  arise  from  a 
conviction  of  her  beatitude. 

Among  the  injunctions  that  I  re- 
ceived from  her  dying  lips,  there  is  one 
to  which  I  shall  now  more  particularly 
refer:  I  mean  her  earnest  desire  that  I 
would  "  write  to  you,  and  remind  you 
of  our  friendship.*'  My  dear  young 
friend,  our  correspondence  has  not  suf- 
fered any  long  interruption  since  that 
period ;  yet  I  often  feel  as  if  I  had  not, 
in  my  private  addresses  to  you,  fully 
accomplished  the  wishes  of  your  mo- 
ther. 


tlier.  It  is  a  most  inexpressible  satis- 
faction to  me,  to  perceive  that  you  at- 
tain the  age  of  majority  with  every  fair 
promise  of  being  the  true  representa- 
tive of  the  revered  deceased ;  iior<!an 
I  point  out  any  part  of  your  conduct 
which  my  knowledge  of  hersentiments  . 
persuades  me  she  would  have  wished 
to  be  altered.  Vet  I  feel  such  an  ex- 
quisite satisfaction  in  the  idea  of  being 
emjployed  in  (I  must  not  say  her  ser* 
v4ce,  but  in)  shewing  my  attachment 
to  what  she  best  loved,  that  I  cannot 
refrain  from  asking  your  permission 
to  address  to  yoii  some  counsels  and 
adj!no«-Ftions,  which  many  young  wo- 
men of  your  age  wtmld  find  but  too 
necessary  in  these  portentous  times. 
That  **  mystery  of  iniquity^"  whose 
course  is  marked  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  by  subverted  empires,  and  de- 
solated i\ea4ms,  has  on  this  island  been 

at 
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at  present  busy  in  effecting  those 
moral  revolutions  which  are  the  fore- 
runners  of  political  ones.  The  manly 
sense  and  independent^ricleof  Britons 
have  (with  few  exceptions)iiobly  dis- 
dained to  adopt  the  political  example 
of  a  people  to  whom  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  give  laws  in  the  field  of. 
arms;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that 
they  have  notVith  equal  wariness  re- 
sisted the  blandishments  of  their  vi- 
cious example,  or  braced  up  their 
minds  to  repel  the  consequences  which 
result  from  luxury,  dissipation,  ancL 
every  varied  form  of  pleasurable  indul^ 
gence.  By  these  assailants  the  weaker 
sex  are  more  particularly  assaulted. 
Under  the  covert  of  continual  amuse- 
ihent, — pride,  .levity^  selfishness,  dis- 
regard of  punctuality,  extravagance, 
and  religious  indifference,  have  stolen 
unsuspected     upon    our    unguarded 
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hearts,  and  often  have  so  far  alienated 
US|  as  to  occasion  a  total  neglect  of 
God  s  holy  word  and  commandments. 
In  this  state,  the  mind  is  apt  to  weigh 
whatever  issuhmitted  to  its  judgments 
rather  by  the  loose  scale  of  present 
expediency  and  convenience,  than  by 
the  immutable  standard  of  right,  or 
the  certain  expectations  of  future  con- 
sequences.    Such   is  the   process  by- 
which  many  are  led  to  commit  a  crime, 
rather  than  make  a  breach  in  their  po- 
liteness,  and  to  injure  their  probity 
sooner  than  renounce  an  indulgence ; 
and  thus  they  lose,  in  Xiw  transient 
gratifications  of  i  lie  animal  senses,  the 
noblest  distinctions  and  surest  rewards 
of  their  intellei  tual  being.    But  let  us 
descend  from  general  declamation,  to 
particular  instances  of  the  change  of 
public  opinion  as  it  relates  to  our  sex. 
The  society,  which  young  women 

who 
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who  are  devoted  to  a  life  of  fashionable 
amusement  frequently  meet,  creates  a 
species  of  danger  which  in  the  present 
times  is  most  truly  alarming.  The 
unblushing  effrontery  with  which  wo- 
men of  doubtful  or  lost  character  ob- 
trude themselves  upon  public  notice, 
is  a  marked  characteristic  of  the  age 
we  live  in,  that  was  unknown  to  our 
ancestors  (except,  perhaps,  in  one  pro- 
fligate reign),  and  strongly  demon- 
strative that  the  outposts  of  feniale 
honour  are  given  up.  What  can  more 
tend  to  debase  the  purity  of  virtue, 
and  to  enfeeble  the  stability  of  prin- 
ciple, than  to  find  that  a  notorious 
courtezan  retains  all  the  distinctions 
due  to  unspotted  chastity  ;  nay,  eveu 
to  see  her  pointed  out  as  a  most  en- 
gaging creature,  with  a  truly  benevo- 
lent heart ;  while  all  retrospect  of  her 
flagitious  conduct  is  preventedi  by 
VOL.  I.  c      .  the 
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the  observation,  that  we  have  nothing 
to  do  Avith  people'3  private  character. 
Can  we  wonder,  that,  since  the  age  is 
become  so  liberal,  profligacy  should 
not  feel  the  necessity  of  being  guarded 
in  its  transgressions  ? 

If  we  turn  from  these  flagrant  viola- 
tions of  divine  and  human  laws,  which 
even  the  grossest  depravity  cannot 
justify,  nor  the  most  subtle  sophistry 
palliate;  may  we  not,  in  the  licensed 
freedom  of  modern  manners,  trace  ma- 
ny deviations  from  rectitude  and  deli- 
cacy ?  To  what  description  of  conduct 
must  we  refer  that  marked  attention 
which  married  women  permit  from  fa- 
shionable libertines?  Is  it  compatible 
with  any  of  (he  peculiar  traits  of  the 
'  matronly  character,  prudence,  deco- 
rum, and  consistency  ?  What  is  that 
mode  of  dress  which  they  sanction  by 
their  example,  the  expense  to  which 

they 
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fli^y  clerotc  their  fortunes,  6r  the 
amusements  to  which  they  sacrifice 
tlieir  time?  A  young  woman  who  now 
adventures  into  the  labyrinth  of  h'ft^ 
has  more  to  fear  from  the  seniors  of 
her  own  sex,  than  from  male  artifices. 
The  Lovelaces  and  Pollexfens  have  not 
indeed  totally  disappeared  from  the 
circle  of  fashion  :  but  it  is  not  vouth- 
ful  beauty  and  virgin  innocence  that 
noxv  attract  their  pursuit.  While  the 
sprightly  spinster  waits  till  the  coquet- 
ish  wife  dismisses  her  M'earicd  Cccis- 
beo,  to  yawn  out  an  unmeaning  com- 
pliment to  the  immature  attractions 
of  nineteen,  she  must  console  her  clia- 
grin  by  resolving  to  take  the  first 
ofter  that  she  can  meet  with,  provided 
the  creature  possesses  tlie  rccpiisites  of 
wealth  and  fashion  to  enable  her  to 
revenge  her  present  wrongs  on  the 
past  generation  of  beauties,  and  in  her 
turn  to  triumph  over  the  succeeding. 

c  2  Th(s 
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Tills  reflection  leads  me  to  that  pas- 
sion for  genteel  appearance  in  dress, 
equipage,  furniture,  and  every  mode 
of  expense,   which  is  such  a  strong 
feature  in  tlie  aspect  of  this  luxurious 
age;    and  which   really  descends  to 
every  rank,   even  to  those  on  whom 
poverty  has    stamped   the   marks  of 
wretchedness.  To  outshine  your  equal 
in  taste  and  smartness,  is  a  rule  which 
every  understanding  can  comprehend, 
and  which,   requiring  no  great  exer- 
tions of  the  mental  or  moral  powers, 
becomes  a  marketable  medium  of  fluc- 
tuating value  in  the  commerce  of  life. 
Though  the  effects  of  this  absurd  pro- 
pensity are  most  severely  felt  in  the 
lower  orders,  its  mischiefs  are  not  un- 
known in  those  circles  from  which  it 
was  first  derived.     Wc  females  have 
had  many  monitors  on  this  (to  us)  im- 
portant topic;  yet  as  the  evil  visibly 
gains  ground,  and  even  threatens   to 

subvert 
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subvert  all  distinctions  in  society,  all 
attempts  to  place  in  a  clear  point  of 
view  the  absurdity  of  endeavouring  to 
impose  upon  the  world,  by  practising 
a  cheat  too  familiar  to  deceive  an 
idiot,  deserve  commendation. 

Nor  are  the  evils  consequent  on  a 
life  of  dissipation  the  only  dangers 
that  young  ladies  may  now  dread.  In 
retirement,  they  are  haunted  by  ano- 
ther species  of  enemies,  no  less  alarm- 
ing to  their  understandings,  to  their 
morals,  and  to  their  repose.  The  spe- 
cies of  reading,  prepared  to  relieve  the 
toils  of  dissipation,  is  faithful  to  its  in- 
terests, and  is  either  intended  to  mis- 
lead or  to  gratify.'  Under  the  former 
description  may  be  ranked  all  those 
systems  of  ethics,  and  treatises  on  edu- 
cation,  which  are  foumled  on  the  false 
doctrine  of  human  perfectibility,  and 
consequently  reject  the   necessity  of 

c  3  divine 
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divine  revelation  and'  supernatural 
agency.  Many  elementary  works  on 
the  sciences  come  under  this  descrip- 
tion ;  and  by  these  the  young  student 
may  learn  that  she  is  a  free  independ- 
ent being,  endowed  with  energies 
which  she  may  exert  at  \vill,  and  re- 
strained by  no  considerations  butfv 
those  which  her  OM'n  ju^jgment  may 
think  it  expedient  to  obey^  She  is 
taught,  that  the  nature  she  inherits 
was  originally  perfect ;  that  its  pre- 
sent disordered  state  did  not  arise  from 
an  hereditary  taint,  the  consequence  of 
original  rebellion,^  but  from  wretched 
systems  of  worldly  policy,  ill-conceived 
laws,  and  illiberal  restraints;  which  if 
happily  removed,  the  human  mind 
would  at  once  start  forth  in  a  rapid 
pursuit  of  that  perfection  which  it  \^ 
fully  able  to  attain.  Slie  will  hear 
much  prais,e  bestowed  on  generosity, 

greatne&s 


Si 

greatness  of  soul,  liberality,  benevo- 
lence, and  this  cast  of  virtues ;  but  a^ 
their  offices  and  propeities  would  not 
be  clearly  defined^  and  as  all  reference 
to  the  preventing  and  assisting  grace 
of  God,  or  to  the  clear  explanations 
vhich  accompany  Christiaa  ethics,  are 
systematically  excluded  from  these 
compositions^  it  will  not  be  wonderfu* 
if  the  bewildered  reader  should  be- 
stow these  titles  on  the  actions  of 
pride^  pertinacity>  indiscretion,  and 
extravagance.  We  have  seen  the  ef- 
fects of  these  theories  on  the  vacant 
impetuous  mind  of  uninstructed  youth, 
sufficiently  to  determine,  that,  like  the 
pagan  corrupters  of  old  times,  wha 
"  changed  the  glory  of  the  in\  isible 
God  into  an  image  made  like  unto 
corruptible  man,"  they,  while  "  pro- 
fessing themselves  to  he.  wise,  have 
become  fools."  v 
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But  we  will  suppose  a  young  woman 
happily  frep  from  the  metaphysical 
mania^  and  influenced  by  no  inordinate 
desire  to  distinguish  herself  among 
her  companions  by  the  disgusting  af- 
fectation of  superior  knowledge;  I 
mean  by  this  a  common  character,  who 
is  willing  to  slide  with  the  world ;  who 
reads  to  kill  time;  who  adopts  the 
opinions  that  she  hears^  and  suffers  the 
•passing  scene  to  flit  by  her  without 
much  anxiety,  or  much  reflection. 
XJnengagiug  as  this  character  is,  I 
confess  that  I  greatly  prefer  it  to  the 
petticoat  philosophist,  >ho  seeks  for 
eminence  and  distinction  in  infidelity 
and  scepticism,  or  in  the  equally  mon- 
strous extravagancies  of  German  mo- 
rality. Women  of  ordinary  abilities 
were  in  former  times  confined  to  their 
samplers  or  their  confectionary ;  and 
surely  they  M^ere>as  well  employed  in 
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picking  out  the  seeds  of  currants,  or  in 
stitching  the  ''tale  of  Troy  divine,* 
as  noAr,  when  they  are  dependant  on 
the  circulating  library  for  means  to 
overcome  the  tediousness  of  a  clisoi- 
gaged  A^y.     Novels,    plays,  and  per- 
haps a  little  poetry,  are  the  limits  of 
their  literary  researches.    Shall  we  in- 
quire what  impressions  romantic  ad- 
ventures, high-wrought  scenes  of  pas- 
sion, and  all  the  turmoil  of  intrigue, 
incident,  extravagant  attachment,  and 
improbable   vicissitudes    of   fortune, 
must  make  upon  a  vacant  mind,  whose 
judgment  has  not  been  exercised  ei- 
ther by  real  information,  or  the  con- 
clusions of  experience  and  observa- 
tion?   The  inferences  that   we  nmat 
draw  are  self-evident. 

Let  us  introduce  a  third  possibility, 
and  suppose  a  young  woman  well-dis- 
posed, and  possessed  of  such  a  super- 

c  5  ficial 
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ficial-  knowledge  of  religion  as  the 
fashi!OQ  of  the  present  clay,  and  the 
thne  allotted  to  the  acquisition  of  pa- 
lite  accomplishments,  seem  to  permit. 
Snch  a^  one  will,  in  her  private  stu- 
dies, endeavour  to  improve  her  ac- 
quaintance with  those  eternal  truths 
which  will  make  her  wise  unto  salva* 
tion.  If  she  possess  the  consciousness 
of  a  Sound  understanding,  and  such 
pertinacity  of  temper  as  disposes  her 
to  independent  thinking,  fs  there  not 
great  danger  of  hfer  adopting  the  le?ad- 
ing  dogmas  of  tJiat  indefatigable  sect, 
which  teaches  us  that  reason  is  the  pa* 
ramount  quality  of  the  soul,  and  that 
it  is  olir  positive  duty  to  reject  what- 
ever we  do  not  wholly,  comprehend, 
notwithstanding  any  weight  of  tcsti^ 
mony  which  supports  the  mysterious 
tenet,  and  maugre  the  experienced 
imbecility,  or,  (to  use  a  niorfe  appro- 
priate 
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intellect?    She  will  not  find  such  as- 
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saults  upon  her  faith  confined  to  books, 
of  divinity,  nor  to  tracts  of  devotion. 
Writers^of  this  ckss  are  extremely  nu- 
merous; I  hope,  and  I  believe,  that 
they  are  proportionahly  more  so  thaa 
their  converts;  for  this  mode  of  think- 
ing is  intimately  connected  with  a 
passion  for  literary  reputation.  Their 
rage  for  prosely tism  is  not  impeded  by 
the  fear  of  impropriety  or  absurdity  ; 
-^e  their  subject  biography,  history, 
geography,  the  belles  lettres,  or  indeed 
any  of  the  more  abstruse  sciences,  the 
same  persevering  eagerness  to  thrust 
in  an  often-refuted  objection  to  the 
established  religion  is  apparent.  No* 
thing,  but  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  foundation  on  which  that  religion 
is  built,  can  resist  the  undermining 
effects  of  these  reiterated  assaults. 

c6  If 
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If  the  character  of  the  student  lean 
to  the  Saturnine  cast,  if  she  be  inclined 
to  view  the  world  through  the  jaun- 
diced eyes  of  misanthropy  and  melan- 
choly, to  exaggerate  human  frailty, 
and  to  employ  her  attention  rather  irx 
aggravating  the  errors  of  others,  than 
in  regulating  the  propensities  of  her 
own  heart;  if  to  this  unhappy  dispo- 
sition to  self-gratulation  a  love  of  mys- 
ticism, and  an  enthusiastic  imagina* 
tion,  should  be  superadded,  she  is  pre- 
pared for  the  assaults  of  disputants  no 
less  hostile  to  the  religion  in  which  I 
sup|)ose  her  to  be  baptized  and  edu- 
cated. By  them  she  M^ill  be  equally 
complimented  with  a  lil>erty,  w^hich  is 
ever  most  precious  and*  desirable  to 
those  who  have  the  least  right  to  claim, 
or  power  to  exercise  it ;  I  mean  that  of 
judging  for  themselves.  She  will  be  as 
much  exonerated  from  respect  to  her 

regular 
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regular  pastor,  as  the  bcfore-incntion' 
ed  disciple  of  reason  ;  and  she  M'ill  im- 
bibe a  perhaps  superior  contempt  for 
those  forms  and  ordinances,  with  which 
I  represent  her  as  having  complied 
more  from  habit,  than  from  a  just 
comprehension  of  their  utility  and  ef- 
ficacy. If  her  understanding  or  ima- 
gination be  of  that  cast  which  can  be 
warped  by  those  soothing  delusions  of 
conversion,  experience,  and  election, . 
which  are  so  inexplicably  captivating 
to  spiritual  i)ride,  she  will  enjoy  in  the 
reveries  of  Calvinism  a  degree  of  self- 
gratulation  beyond  what  the  sceptic 
can  possibly  feel;  for  the  belief  of 
being  peculiarly  favoured  by  our  Cre- 
ator must  elevate  the  mind  to  a  higher 
pitch,  than  the  supposed  libei'ty  of 
questioning  the  verity  of  the  revela- 
tions that  he  has  made  of  his  nature 
and  his  will  can  possibly  effect.  In  ei- 
ther 


S8 

ther  case,  the  unhappy  convert  Ibses- 
the  light  of  that  guiding  star  which' 
would  bestdirect  her  steps;  I  mean  the 
assistance  of  a  pure  and  holy  religiom 
I  forbear  to  mention  the  dangers 
which  young  women  are  exposed  to- 
from  faithless  confidants,   indiscreet 
friends,  artful  parasites,  needy  depen- 
dants, and  all  that  routine  of  interested 
servility  so  commonly  appendant  to 
beauty,  brrth,^  or  fortune.    These  rep- 
tiles are  not  the  spawn    of  modern 
times ;    I  rather  think,   that  as    the 
world  had  grown  less  domestic,  and 
moje  self- engrossed,  sycophants  of  all 
descriptions  have  been  less  necessary, 
and  consequently  the  trade  is  upon  the 
decline.     The    best   antidote  to  the 
enervating  assiduities  of  these  ear- 
ticklers  is  contained  in  those  talis- 
manic  words  which  modern  manners 
leave  little  leisure  to  observe,  **  Com- 
mune 
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mune  with  your  own  heart,  and  in  yout 
chamber,  and  be  still." 

■ 

We  have  hitherto  considered  the  fair 
adventurer  in  the  voyage  of  life  as- 
only  exposed  to  external  assailants ; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  she 
carries  with  her  a  rebellious  crew  of 
passions  atid  affections,  which  are  ex- 
tremely apt  to  mutiny,  especially  in 
times  of  extraordinary  peril.  The  pe- 
rishable commodity  of  female  fame  is 
embarked  in  a  slight  felucca,  painted 
and  gilded,  indeed,  and  externally  both 
convenient  and  beautiful;  but  by  no 
means  fitted  for  those  distant  voyages, 
and  rough  encounters  with  winds,  seas^ 
and  enemies,  which  afford  navigators 
of  the  other  sex  a  welcome  opportunity 
of  showing  their  skill  and  magnani- 
mity :  yet  tl>e  delicacy  of  the  mer- 
chandise, joined  to  the  fragility  of 
these  adorned  vessels,  imposes  con* 
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Mant  anxiety  and  labour  on  their  com- 
manders; not  only  lest  their  precious 
cargo  shoul^l  lose  either  its  polish  or 
its  purity,  but  from  fear  of  falling  into 
.  the  hands  of  pirates,  who  are  ever  on 
the  watch  to  pillage  or  destroy  them» 
The  risk  is  considerably  increased,  by 
knowing,  that  though  the  pilot  often 
possesses  many  excellent  and  engaging 
qualities,  the  helm  is  seldom  managed 
with  adroitness,  and  the  ship  is  rarely 
able  to  veer,  to  tack,  and  to  scud  before 
the  wind,  till  very  late  in  the  voyage: 
I  cannot,  therefore,  think  it  expedient 
that  these  fragile  barks  should  venture 
to  do  more  than  sail  coastzvise,  till  they 
are  taken  in  tow  by  some  stouter  ves- 
sel 'y  especially^ as  they  are  totally  des- 
titute of  all  materials  to  remedy  the 
piisfortunes  incident  to  shipwreck. 
Whether  it  proceed  from  the  false 
opinions,  prejudices,   or   injustice  of 

men. 
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nxen,  as  some  say;  or,  as  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  from  the  wisdom  of  divine 
Providence  imposing  a  greater  degree 
of  chariness  on  that  sex  which  he  de* 
signed  to  make  the  conservator  of  mo- 
rals ;  so  it  happens,  that  women  find 
a  greater  degree  ot  difficulty  than  men 
in  throM'ingoflf  any  species  of  reproach, 
whether  it  be  deserved,  or  the  false 
imputation  of  malignant  slander. 

We  may  inquire,  how  are  women 
fitted  to  answer  those  severe  demands 
which  custom,  and  I  may  add  reason, 
make  upon  their  conduct?  This  in- 
vestigation will  lead  us  into  an  ample 
field  ;  as  it  will  not  only  require  us  to 
consider  what  education  does  in  form- 
ing  habits  of  watchfulness  and  self- 
controul,  and  in  invigorating  the  dis- 
criininative  and  deliberative  powers  of 
the  mind ;  but  also,  how  far  the  pre- 
sent customs  of  society  assist  us  in  the 

proper 
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proper  discharge  of  our  required  du- 
ties. Ill  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  we 
shall  discover  ample  reason  to  blest 
our  Creator,  who  originally  intended 
us  to  **  take  our  noiseless  way  along 
the  cool  sequestered  vale  of  life,*' since 
we  shall  find  every  departure  from  thtt> 
appointed  path  attended  with  danger^ 
either  to  our  peace,  or  to' our  renown* 
What  those  duties  are  which  the 
God  of  Nature  requires  us  to  fulfil ; 
what  resources  he  allows  us  under  the 
sorrows  incident  to  those  duties;  and 
what  are  the  incidental  as  well  as 
future  rewards  which  we  are  autho- 
rized  to  expect,  will  form  an  agreeable 
exercise  to  the  well-disposed  mind, 
when  it  i&  wearied  with  viewing  the 
labours  and  sorrows  which  result  from 
fastidiousness,  selfishness,  vanity,  irre- 
gular desires,  and  extravagant  expec- 
tations^    Think  you,  my  dear  Miss^ 
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M ,  that  a  discussion  of  such  sub- 
jects will  answer  ths^t  idea  of  a  corres- 
pondence, which  occurred  to  your  be* 
loved  mother  at  a  most  awful  and 
mournful  moment?  What  pleasure 
shall  I  feel,  in  addressing  my  sex 
through  the  daughter  of  that  friend 
from  whom  J  derived  what  is  most 
valuable  in  my  sentiments  and  prin 
ciples!  You  were  very  young  when 
you  met  with  that  severe  misfortune 
which  checked  the  gay  career  of  fondly 
fostered  childhood.  Your  age  had  not 
permitted  you  to  reap  the  full  profit 
of  the  attentions  of  your  ever  watchful 
parent.  You  felt  that  her  sweet  tem- 
per and  serene  cheerfulness  made  you 
happy ;  but  you  could  not  then  justly 
appreciate  the  superiority  of  her  un- 
derstanding. You  had  learned  to  obey 
her  injunctions,  but  you  could  not 
know  the  prudent  and  virtuous  ends 
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which  they  were  intended  to  produce. 
I  lost  her  at  a  time  when  experience 
had  taught  nie  her  full  value.  Though 
distance,  and  the  intervention  of  nearer 
relations,  and  more  imperious  duties, 
rendered  her  life  of  less  daily  import- 
ance to  me,  those  very  circumstances 
combined  to  impress  her  observations 
and  example  deeper  upon  my  memory. 
While  my  hands  have  been  occupied 
in  attending  to  the  domestic  calls  of 
a  rising  family,  my  imagination  has 
wandered  to  the  scenes  of  early  life, 
and  to  the  beloved  circle  of  which  she 
was  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments. 
The  lively  sally,  the  literary  discus- 
sion, the  perspicuous  remark,  have  re- 
flected pleasure  on  the  sometimes  te- 
dious routine  of  daily  avocation  ;  and 
especially  (such  is  the  general  effect 
of  true  friendship)  did  I  feel  the  just^ 
ness  of  her  sentiments,  and  the  validity 
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of  her  arguments,  when  ^*thc  wheel 
was  broken  at  the  cistern/'  and  I 
could  no  more  draw  truth  and  know- 
ledge from  that  fountain. 

If  my  anxiety  to  discharge  this  here- 
ditary obhgation  should  make  me  de- 
viate into  the  error  of  capricious  tes^ 
tators,  who  like  to  bequeath  their 
riches  to  their  most  zvealthy  connec- 
tions, I  can  excuse  myself  by  plead- 
ing, that  the  beneficial  effects  of  moral 
rellections  and  prudential  counsels  are 
not  confined  to  those  to  whom  they 
are  imparted.  Like  mercy,  they  have 
a  chance  of  '*  being  twice  blessed;" 
the  giver  is  amended,  if  not  the  re- 
ceiver. If  serious  reflections  on  *'  our 
being's  end  and  aim  "  are  likely  to  pro- 
duce a  wholesome  indifference  to  the 
transient  measures  of  this  world,  me- 
thodizing and  improving  those  reflec- 
tions must  deepen  their  impression  on 
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the  mind  where  they  originated  ;  and 
that  heart  must  indeed  be  obdurate 
which  can  resist  the  energy  of  its  own 
reproofs.  Surely  no  common  profi- 
ciency in  hypocrisy  is  necessary  to 
enable  us  to  pen  a  sententious  libel  on 
our  own  conduct,  or  to  fabricate  a 
system  contradictory  to  our  lives. 

I  am  aware,  that  the  lively  feelings 
of  sentiment  and  affection  which  dic- 
tated my  admonitory  addresses  to  my 
eldest  son,  were  the  chief  attraction 
whiclv  recommended  that  work  to 
public  favour.  By  permitting  me  to 
suppose  your  welfare  connected  with 
the  present  attempt,  you  will  enabli^ 
me  to  embark  in  it  with  the  same  sin- 
cerity, and  nearly  equal  solicitude. 
Whatever  the  pretended  cosmopolites 
may  boast  of  the  effects  of  universal 
philanthropy  and  general  benevolence, 
wemiistembodv  those  indefinite  ideas, 
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and  combine  them  with  some  strong 
tie  of  nature  or  of  choice,  before  we 
can  be  really  interested  in  the  irre- 
gular compound.  A  work  coldly  M'rit- 
ten  will  be  as  frigidly  perused ;  that 
on  which  the  author's  heart  never  en- 
graved a  discriminating  token,  can- 
not hope  to  stamp  a  lasting  impres- 
sion on  the  feelin^rs  of  the  reader. 

You  see,  my  dear  Miss  M ,  how' 

much  of  my  literary  reputation  is  in 
your  power.  Am  I  too  presumptuous, 
if,  building  on  our  long  friendship  and 
your  habitual  kindness,  I  anticipate 
your  acquiescence  Avith  my  wishes  ? 
As  soon  as  you  announce  it,  I  shall  en- 
ter with  spirit  on  my  then  pleasing 
task;  and  in  the  interim  I  remain 

Your  very  affectionate  friend,  &c. 
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LETTER  II. 


Original  Destination  of  Women. 


MY  DEAR  MISS  31' 


The  assurance  that  I  have  not  imposed 
too  great  a  burden  on  your  aiFectionate 
partiahty,  by  your  promise  to  receive 
my  labours  with  pleasure,  and  to  pe- 
ruse them  with  attention,  has  enabled 
me  to  enter  on  my  proposed  under- 
taking with  alacrity,  to  which  the 
manner  of  your  communicating  this 
welcome  intelligence  has  given  a  yet 
more  powerful  impetus.  I  shall  now 
hurry  you  along  without  any  cere- 
mony, and  immediately  commence  the 
proposed  inquiry  into  the  situation, 
duties,  trials,  and  errors  of  our  sex. 
When  we  address  Christian  readers, 

we 


49 

we  presuppose  their  acquiescence  in 
the  facts  that  are  recorded  in  holy 
writ  Without  wasting  our  time  in  a 
philosophical  analysis  of  the  peculiar 
construction  of  our  intellects,  or  the 
physical  organization  of  our  bodies,  we 
may  rest  assured  that  we  are  endowed 
yrith  ^wers  adequate  to  the  design  of 
our  creation ;  namely,  to  be  the  help* 
mate  of  man,  to  partake  of  his  labours, 
to  alleviate  his  distresses,  to  regulate 
his  domestic  concerns,  to  rear  and 
instruct  the  subsequent  geweration ; 
and,  having  finished  our  probationary 
course  as  accountable  beings,  to  enter 
t)n  another  state  of  endless  existence.  ' 

It  would  be  foreign  to  our  purpose, 
to  pursue  a  minute  investigation  re- 
specting the  situation  of  women  in 
other  regions  :  a  very  few  general  ob- 
servations shall  suffice.  The  nearer  the 
country  is  to  what  is  called  the  state  of 
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nature  (but  which,  in  correct  lan- 
guage, should  be  termed  savage  dege- 
neracy), the  more  we  find  women  de- 
pressed, servile,  and  miserable.  The 
rude  descendants  of  those  wandering 
tribes,  whom  the  miraculous  interpo- 
sition of  the  offended  Deity  at  Babel 
dispersed  through  the  distant  quarters 
of  the  gloljg,  amidst  the  degradation 
of  mutual  ignorance  and  mutual  pri- 
vation, have  uniformly  retained  that 
superiority  of  the  male  species  which 
it  received  at  the  creation,  and  which 
prevailed  during  the  infant  state  of 
the  world.  It  is  impossible  to  account 
for  the  universal  subjugation  of  wo- 
men among  savages,  on  the  ground  of 
their  mental  imbecility  or  bodily  dis- 
advantages; for  it  is  a  well-known 
fact,  that  exertion  invigorates  both 
the  intellectual  and  corporeal  facul- 
ties ;  and  as  these  wretched  victims  of 
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male  tyranny  execute  the  tasks  of  in- 
tense and  continual  labour,  while  their 
more  indolent  lords  engross  all  the 
sensual  indulgencies  which  a  state  of 
barbarism  affords,  the  general  laws  of 
even-handed  Providence  must  repay 
their  hard  services  with  more  athletic 
vigour  and  acute  intelligence.  In  con^ 
sequence,  travellers  ren^k,  tliat  the 
women  belonging  to  the  w^indering 
tribes  of  barbarians,  whenever  the  re- 
straints of  jealousy  have  permitted 
them  to  hold  intercourse  with  stran* 
gers,  have  generally  displayed  more 
quickness  and  reflection  than  the  males, 
as  well  as  a  superior  share  of  those 
virtuesofcompassion  and  benevolence, 
which  are  the  sure  indications  that  the 
mind  has  expanded  beyond  the  merely 
selfish  pursuits  of  animal  life*  This 
observation  has  little  reference  to  our 
present  inquiry;  but  every  incidentid 
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remark  that  corroborates  the  testi* 
moriy  of  holy  writ  is  conducive  to  the 
main  design  of  this  correspondence. 

The  progress  of  any  people  toward 
civilization  is  uniformly  marked  by  al- 
lotting an  increased  degree  of  import- 
ance  to  the  fair  sex ;  but  this  is  not 
always  done  with  benevolent  regard  to 
their  happiness.  The  violent  passions 
and  capricious  humours  of  men  inter- 
rene ;  and  in  the  eastern  and  southern 
regions  of  the  earth,  where  those  pas- 
sions are  most  impetuous,  women  are 
ever  considered  rather  as  a  precarious 
and  valuable  property,  than  as  rational 
creatures,  possessing  a  claim  to  self- 
enjoyment.  Those  restraints  of  barba- 
rous policy  under  which  Mahometan 
and  Gentoo  women  labour,  are  still 
more  injurious  to  our  genuine  cha- 
racter, than  the  dangerous  exertions  of 
Patagonian  divers>  or  the  agricultural 
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toil  of  female  Africans.  When  women 
are  only  taught  ''  to  dance,  to  dress^ 
*'  to  troll  the  tongue  and  roll  the  eye,'* 
voluptuous  passions,  frivolous  pursuits, 
low  artifices,  and  all  that  envy,  re- 
venge, jealousy,  fear,  and  disguised 
hatred,  can  dictate  to  the  doubtful 
favourite  of  an  hour,  must  agitate  the 
female  breast ;  alternately  solicitous 
to  repair  the  ruins  of  ^'me  in  her  own 
person,  and  to  counteract  the  attrac- 
tions of  a  rival.  In  the  secluded  ha- 
rem, where  polygamy  immures  the 
victims  of  its  passions  and  the  disturb- 
ers of  its  repose,  we  must  not  look  for 
the  friend  or  helpmate  of  man. 

In  Europe,  and  its  numerous  cola? 
nies^  the  blessed  influence  of  divine 
revelation  has  fixed  our  sex  in  a  more 
happy  situation.  Our  equal  claim  to 
immortality,  which  the  gospel  recog- 
nised^removed  many  prejudicesagainst 
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us.  The  abolition  of  polygamy  raised 
us,  from  mere  objects  of  sensual  de- 
sire, to  friends  and  companions;  and 
wherever  the  institution  of  marriage 
is  formally  acknowledged,  Avomen  be- 
come a  branch  of  the  body  politic, 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  their  country, 
and  also  to  public  opinion,  which  alike 
takes  cognizance  of^heir  conduct,  and 
protects  their  persons.  To  the  solemn 
obligation  of  this  heaven -ordained 
bond,  this  sacred  source  of  aH  domestfc 
relations  and  charities,  all  polished  na- 
tions superadd  that  general  sense  of 
courtesy  and  refined  attention  which 
chivalry  introduced;  to  whose  enthu- 
siastical  and  romantic,  yet  salutary 
modification  of  the  rough  martial 
manners  of  the  middle  ages,  society 
is  more  deeply  indebted  than  this 
sceptical  age  is  willing  to  allow.  Its 
effects  on  the  situation  of  our  sex  must 
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not  be  limited  to  those  times,  Avhen 
the  mistress  of  the  tournament  award- 
ed the  prize  among  contending  as^ 
sertors  of  her  charms ;  *  Ave  feel  them 
in  every  act  of  complacence  and  po* 
liteness  which  we  continue  to  receive 
from  the  lords  of  creation,  in  the  high 
importance  affixed  to  female  virtue^ 
in  the  assiduities  of  love,  and  in  the 
decorums  of  society. 

Our  country  has  long  been  emi- 
nently distinguished  as  the  seat  of 
pure  religion  and  enlightened  laws. 
It  cannot,  therefore,  excite  surprise 
that  travellers  should  admire  the  en- 
viable state  of  burcountry  women,  who 
appear  to  move  in  their  natural  sphere, 
and  are  neither  treated  with  the  phleg- 
matic neglect  visible  among  our  nor- 
thern neighbours,  nor  with  the  osten- 
tatious obsequiousness  which  the  mqre 
polished  nations  of  the  continent  prac- 
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tise  to  a  degree  of  farcical  affectation. 
The  effect  of  this  judicious  treatment 
has  been  equally  conspicuous  in  the 
mifd  chaste  attractions  of  tlie  British 
fair ;  their  simple  elegance,  domestic 
habits,  and  all  the  graces  of  discretion, 
delicacy,  and  ingenuous  attachmentj 
have  been  as  loudly  praised,  as  the 
valour,  magnanimity,  and  sound  sense 
of  their  heroic  partners. 

1  know,  my  dear  Miss  M ^  your 

bosom  possesses  that  share  of  patriotic 
virtue,  which  teaches  you  to  exult 
with  the  proud  feelings  of  conscious 
participation  in  the  rank  Avhich  Bri- 
tain fiozv  holds  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  In  every  clime  that  the 
sun  visits  is  Ijer  ingenuity  admired, 
and  her  valour  revered.  But  can  this 
pre-eminence  be  long  supported,  if 
female  virtue,  degraded  and  abashed, 
shrinks  from  investigation,  and  resigns, 
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with  her  claim  to  superiority,  alt  Her 
pretensions  to  reward  the  present  race 
of  heroes^  and  to  model  the  future  ? 
The  triumph  of  the  red-cross  knight 
eeased,  when  lovely  Una  no  longer 
rode  beside  him  attired  in  the  panoply 
ef  vestal  innocence.    . 

Before  we  wand er  through  the  mazes^ 
of  fashion^  or  review  the  changes  which- 
wealth  and  luxury  have  produced  ia» 
our  characters,  let  us  consider  our  sex 
as  fulfilling  the  designs  of  our  Creator 
in  thishighly-favoured  country;  where 
the  laws  of  God  and  man  were  till- 
lately  assisted  by  the  habits^of  society, 
and  all  united  to  make  us' become  what 
we  ought  to  be.  It  is  not  only  in  the 
conjugal  state  that  we  are  designed  to 
be  the  helpmatesof  our  co-heirs  of  im- 
mortality ;  as  daughters,  sister^,  mo- 
thers, mistresses  of  families^  neigh- 
bours, and  friends,  the  active  duties- 
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of  female  usefulness  may  be  happily 
exerted.     Even  the  insulated  spinster 
has  no  right  to  consider  herself  exempt 
from  the  general  obligation ;  the  want 
of  nearer  claims  leaves  her  more  at  li- 
berty to  pursue  the  wide  range  of  be- 
nevolence; nor  can  she  be  justified  in 
resigning  her  mind  to  the  wayward- 
ness of  self-indulgence,  while  there  is 
a  human  being  within  her  sphere  of 
action  Avhom  she  could  benefit  or  re- 
lieve by  the  kind  offices  of  humanity. 
In  our  progress  from  the  cradle  to 
the  grave,  successive  duties  adapted  to 
our  different  powers  crowd  upon  our 
attention.     The  first  tasks  which  filial 
duty  requires  are  affection  and  obedi- 
'  ence;  which  often  compel  us  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  sorrows  and  laboursof  our 
'  parents,  before  Ave  feel,  from  our  own 
'particular distresses,  ^^thatmanisborn 
*  to  woe."    While  attending  on  the  sick 
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bed  to  which  fraternal  affection  has 
chained  us,  or  while  watching  the  lan- 
guid couch  of  the  source  of  our  life 
with  all  the  anxious  observance  of  rea- 
dy diligence,  we  gather 'that  experi- 
ence, and  imbibe  those  habits  of  tern 
derness  and  patience,  which  in  riper 
years  we  are  required  to  exercise  in  our 
own  families.  During  the  short  reign 
of  beauty  (or,  to  adopt  a  languaap 
more  universally  just,  while  courtship 
gives  a  seeming  pre-eminence),  dis-- 
cretion  teaches  us  a  cautious  use  of 
power,  especially  over  him  whom  we 
propose  to  select  as  the  arbiter  of  our 
future  lot.  And  when  the  awful  mar^- 
vriage  contract  removes  us  from  acting 
a  subordinate  patt  in  the  family  of 
our  parents,  and  fixes  us  as  vicegerents 
of  our  husband's  household,  we  enter 
upon  the  most  extended  circle  in 
which    (generally    speaking)    Provi- 
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dence  designed  us  to  move.  Nor  is 
that  circle  so  circumscribed  as  to  give 
cause  to  the  most  active  mind  to  com« 
plain  of  want  of  employm^eut;  the  du- 
ties that  it  requires  are  of  such  hourly, 
«uch  momentary  recurrence,  that  the 
impropriety  of  our  engaging  in  public 
concerns  becomes  evident,  from  the 
consequent  unavoidable  neglect  of  our 
ynmediate  affairs.  A  man,  in  most  si- 
tuations of  life,  may  so  arrange  his 
private  business,  as  to  be  able  to  at- 
tend the  important  calls  of  patriotism 
or  public  spirit ;  but  the  presence  of  a 
MToman  in  her  own  family  is  always  so 
salutary,  that  she  is  not  justified  in 
withdrawing  her  attention  from  home, 
except  in  some  call  of  plain  positive 
dut}^  The  management  of  that  part 
of  her  husband's  fortune  which  is 
committed  to  her  trust ;  the  comfort- 
able arrangement  of  clomestic  affairs; 
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the  attention  which  the  bodily  wants 
of  a  rising  family  require;  the  still 
greater  vigilance  which  dhould  be  be- 
stowed on  the  formation  of  their  minds 
and  the  regulation  oF  their  tempers ;  . 
the  superintendence  of  servants,whicb» 
as  the  establishment  increases  in  num- 
ber, becomes  more  important  and 
more  perplexing,  and  among  whom  a 
mistress  ought  in  some  sense  to  per- 
form the  part  of  a  vigilant  observer,  a 

• 

magistrate,  and  a  protecting  friend; 
when,  I  repeat,  it  is  considered  that  we 
owe  these  perpetual  obligations  to  all 
those  who  are  resident  under  our  roof, 
those  ranks  of  life  which  are  exempt 
from  the  necessity  of  bodily  labour 
seem  supplied  with  ample  occupation, 
by  diligently  observing  the  apostolical 
injunction,  ^*  of  keeping  at  home,  and 
guiding  their  own  houses  with  dis- 
cretion." But  this  is  not  all:  by  be- 
coming 
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Coming  wives,  we  do  not  cease  to  ht 
daughters,  sisters,  or  friends;  and  the 
demands  which  arise  out  of  these  rela- 
tionships are  certainly  of  the  number 
of  those  plain  positive  duties  which  jus»* 
tify  a  temporary  dereliction  of  our  OM^n 
immediate  charge.  Society  has  also  a 
claim  upon  us:  they  who  entirely  limit 
their  attention  to  their  own  households, 
and  will  neither  open  their  purses  nor 
their  hearts  at  the  call  ©f  benevolence, 
nor  bestow  their  time  and  their  atten- 
tion on  the  demandsof  good  neighbour- 
hood, must  expect  to  live  disliked  or 
despised :  they  are  indeed  punished 
for  their  rebellion  to  general  laws,  by 
growing  morose,  narrow-minded,  or 
whimsical,  and  by  contracting  such 
peculiar  habits  as  are  the  forerunners 
of  spleen  and  misanthropy.  Home 
should  be  made  pleasant  to  our  hus- 
bands; and  men  are  never  more  pleased 
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vith  it^  than  when  it  affords  them  the 
agreeable  change  of  pleasant  society. 
The  interest  and  welfare  of  our  chil- 
dren require  that  we  should  introduce  - 
them  to  proper  connections.     These 
prudential  considerations  are  enforced 
by  the  positive  duties  which  we  owe 
to  our  superiors,  equals,  and  inferiors: 
thence  foIloAV  the  obligations  of  re- 
Jspect,  complaisance,  and  benevolence; 
M^hoever  needs  our  services,  presents 
a  claim  to  them  which  can  only  be 
obviated  by  some  stronger  obligation ; 
and  here  discretion  is  to  act  as  umpire. 
But  we  have  duties  still  more  impor- 
tant than  what  we  owe  to  kindred  and 
society :  I  mean  those  6f  a  creature  to 
its  Creator;  and  surely  a  married  wo- 
man, whose  sensibilities  are  multiplied 
in  so  many  dear  connections,  has  the 
.  least  excuse  for  neglecting  this  most 
important  obligation.    Can  she  forget 
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the  morning  and  evening  sacrffice^ 
whose  tender  feelings  are  so  peculiarly 
susceptible  of  injury  from  every  quar- 
ter by  wbicb  sin  or  sorrow  can  assail 
the  human  mind  ? 

With  the  duties  of  a  responsible  de-* 
pendant  being,  thoseof  a  rational  crea- 
ture are  necessarily  bleuded.^  What  is 
that  which  is-  to  su*rvive  the  riiins  of 
this  clay-built  tenement,  and  to  exi&t 
to  all  eternity  r  Certainly  it  is  our  in- 
tellectual part ;  and  shall  we,  while  ia 
this  probationary  state,  neglect  its  cul- 
tivation? Talents,  we  know,  are  not 
bestowed  to  rust  in  inactivity;  and  our 
desire  for  useful  and  improving  know- 
ledge, should  only  be  bounded  by  our 
opportunity  for  acquiring  it.  This  re- 
straint makes  it  incumbent  upon  us^ 
not  to  suffer  our  literary  propensities 
to  supersede  the  active  duties  which 
our  situation  and  relative  connections 
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peremptorily  require ;  and  as  these 
claims  will  in  most  cases  leave  us  but 
little  leisure,  it  behoves  us  to  husband 
that  little  by  applying  it  well.  The 
knowledge  that  will  be  most  useful 
claims  the  precedence ;  that  which 
may  be  most  easily  acquired  seems  to 
be  entitled  to  the  second  preference. 
Though  something  should  be  granted 
to  peculiar  taste,  especially  when  it 
appears  to  be  the  strong  propensity  of 
genius,  and  not  the  craving  of  ca- 
price, it  is  in  general  advisable,  that 
women  should  not  (especially  after 
they  have  embarked  in  the  active  du- 
ties of  married  life)  devote  their  at- 
tention to  any  difficult  study,  or  ab- 
struse science.  Uninviting  as  their 
aspect  is  to  strangers,  it  is  well  known, 
that  mathematical  problems,  and  me- 
taphysical deductions,  aiford  such  gra- 
tification to  those  who  have  made  some 
^  progress 
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progress  in  those  branches  of  learn- 
ing, that  they  often  entirely  absorb 
the  faculties,  and  render  the  common 
duties  of  life  tasteless  and  disgusting. 
From  the  wide  range  of  occupations 
which  call  upon  us  in  middle  age,  let 
us  extend. our  researches  to  the  de- 
cline  of  life  ;  and  here,  as  long  as  the 
power  of  usefulness  is  intrusted  to  us, 
we  find  objects  to  claim  its  exertion. 
If  we  are  deprived  of  our  wedded  part- 
ners, the  sole  management  of  our  for-* 
tunes,  or  perhaps  the  active  superin* 
tendance  of  the  business  which  sup- 
ports our  families,  devolves  upon  us. 
We  should  provide  for  this  in  early 
life,  by  gaining  such  knowledge  of 
money  transactions  as  will  preserve  us 
from  imposition :  few  acquirements 
are  more  useful  to  females ;  and  the 
increasing  intricacy  of  public  imposts 
and  legal  securities,  renders  it  daily 

more 
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more  requisite.  Here,  too,  that  know- 
ledge of  the  world  which  occasional 
intercourse  with  society  affords  be- 
comes of  high  importance,  as  it  ena- 
bles us  to  guard  against  the  blandish- 
ments of  art  and  the  snares  of  villany, 
to  which  I  believe  our  sex  is  more  pe- 
culiarly exposed.  When  we  have  lost 
the  advantage  of  a  counsellor  and 
friend,  whose  interest  was  inseparably 
connected  with  our  own,  ^e  become 
doubly  bound  to  recur  to  the  stores 
which  recollection  furnishes,  and  to 
exert  our  most  wary  vigilance,  lest  we 
should  be  made  the  dupes  of  knaves, 
or  the  tools  of  parasites. 

Our  children,  probably,  at  this  pe- 
riod,  will  not  require  our  continual 
attention;  but  numerous  occasions 
will  arise  to  exercise  our  care  and  love, 
and  to  convince  us  that  we  do  not  live 
for  ourselves  alone.  A  third  genera-* 
*  tion, 
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tion,  too,  generally  steps  forth,  ia 
i|rhom  the  active  calls  of  earlier  life 
again  revive.  Much  of  the  comfort  of 
our  old  age  depends  upon  our  dis* 
charging  the  claims  pf  renewed  ma- 
ternity with  propriety.  The  season  of 
life  is  now  apt  to  suggest  the  love  of 
ease,  and  at  the  same  time  confines 
our  view&to  present  objects  and  local 
pursuits.  It  now,  therefore,  becomes 
more  than^ver  our  duty  to  prevent 
the  increasing  influence  of  selfishness, 
by  encouraging  those  benevolent  af- 
fections which  at  this  season  of  life  are 
seldom  so  lively  as  to  mislead  us,  un- 
less we  suffer  them  to  wander  into  de- 
vious and  crooked  paths.  It  is  now 
in  our  power  to  be  highly  beneficial 
to  our  fellow-creatures,  without  those 
active  exertions  which  our  infirmities 
would  probably  render  painful.  Yet 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  is  by  kind 
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assistance,  or  cautYOits  interposition^ 
not  by  officious  interference,  that  age 
is  enabled  to  reflect  the  hght  of  its 
own  experience  on  youth.  As  increas- 
ing pains  and  debilities  warn  us  of  the 
speedy  termination  of  our  earthly 
journey,  it  becomes  indispensably  ne- 
cessary, that  cheerfulpess,  patience, 
and  fortitude  should  be  our  constant 
companions;  for  unless  they  are  im 
mates  in  our  bosom,  we  can  only  hope 
for  the  cold  services'of  reluctant  duty, 
or  interested  assiduities,  instead  of  the 
grateful  attentions  of  attachment  and 
esteem.  It  not  unfrequently  happens, 
that,  added  to  our  own  infirmities,  we 
are  still  required  to  lend  our  aid  to 
relieve  those  of  our  wedded  partner. 
Generally  speaking,  the  pains  and  pri- 
vations of  advanced  life  affect  men 
more  than  women ;  for  their  happiness 
mostly  consists  in  active  exertions; 

their 
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their  enjoyments  are  less  domestic; 
they  are  not  so  accustomed  to  endure 
and  to  submit ;  and  they  often  have  it 
in  their  power  to  controul  or  to  escape 
from  unpleasant  sensations.  To  sym- 
pathize in  the  anguish,  and  endure  the 
irritability  of  a  beloved  object,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  struggle  against  the 
burden  of  our  own  infirmities  is  a  task 
^hich  is  often  imposed  upon  our  de- 
clining years. 

To  these  domestic  duties  and  obli- 
gations, may  be  added  what  belongs 
to  our  whole  sex,  as  the  refiners  of 
manners,  and  the  conservators  of  mo- 
rals; and  in  these  cases  every  judicious 
statesman  readily  allows  our  relative 
importance.  No  nation  has  preserved 
its  political  independence  for  any  long 
period  after  its  women  became  dissi- 
pated and  licentious.  When  the  hal- 
lowed graces  of  the   chaste  matron 

have 
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have  given  place  to  the  bold  allure- 
ments of  the   courtezan,   the   rising 
generation  always  proclaims  its  base 
origin.      Luxurious   self-indulgence; 
frivolous  or  abandoned  pursuits ;    in- 
difference to  every  generous  motive ; 
mean  attachment  to  interest;  disdain 
of  lawful  authority,  yet  credulous  sub- 
servience to  artful  demagogues;  the 
blended  vices  of  the  savage,  the  syba- 
rite, and  the  slave,  proclaim  a  people 
ripe  for  ruin,  and  inviting  the  chains 
of  a  conqueror.    As  far  as  the  records 
of  past  ages  permit  us  to  judge,  female 
depravity    preceded    the    downfal  of 
those   mighty  states   of  Greece  and 
Italy   which   once  gave   law    to    the 
world.     We  have  inspired  testimony, 
that  the  licentiousness,  pride,  and  ex- 
travagance of '^  the  daughters  of  Sion," 
during  the  latter  part  of  her  first  mo- 
narchy, hastened  thedivinejudgment^, 

and 
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and  utisheathed  the  sword  of  the  Ba- 
b37|oiiii)h  destroyer  •.  The  events  that 
we  have  witnessed  in  our  own  times 
confirm  this  position:  in  most  of  the 
realms  that  have  been  overcome  hy 
the  arms  of  France,  a  notorious  dere- 
liction of  female  principle  prevailed  . 
and  the  state  of  manners  in  France 
itself,  as  far  as  related  to  our  sex,  had 
obtained  such  dreadful  publicity,  as 
allows  us  to  ascribe  the  fall  of  that 
country  in  a  great  measure  to  the  dis- 
-sipated  indelicate  behaviour  and  loose 
morals  of  its  women.  Thus,  though 
we  are  not  entitled  to  a  place  in  the 
senate,  we  become  legislators  in  the 
most  important  sense  of  the  word,  by 
impressing  on  the  minds  of  all  around 
us  the  obligation  which  gives  force  to 

*  See  various  passages  in  the  prophetical  parts 
of  Scripture)  especially  Isaiah. 
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the  statute.  Were  we  but  steadily 
united  in  resisting  the  corruption  of 
the  times,  the  boastful  libertine,  the 
professed  man  of  gallantry,  the  vapid 
coxcomb,  the  prophanc  scoffer,  the 
indecent  jester,  and  all  the  reptile 
swarm  which  perv-erted  pride  and  false 
wit  produce,  would  disappear.  It  is  us 
that  they  seek  to  please,  or  rather  to 
astonish;  and  if  we  were  but  steadily 
resolved  to  repay  their  vanity  with 
contempt,  and  to  bestow  our  smiles 
only  on  what  was  meritorious,  or  really 
brilliant,  the  habits  of  the  gay  world 
would  undergo  a  mo»t  happy  trans- 
formation. 

Women  are  generally  considered  as 
the  arbiters  of  taste  in  a  great  degree; 
nor  is  this  a  trivial  distinction:  taste 
is  influenced  by  the  moral  qualities ; 
the  quick  perception  of  wh^t  is  gro- 
tesque or  absurd,  even  in  what  are 

VOL.  I.  E  termed 
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j^^fcrmed  the  fine  arts,  Is  rarely  confined 
to  mere  mechanical  proportion  or  et- 
feet.  Undefined  ideas  of  "  perfect, 
fair,  and  good"  associate  with  the 
rules  by  M'hich  we  judge  the  merits  of 
the  performance*  As  these  arts  are 
designed  to  be  the  lively  reprcsci sta- 
tions of  mature,  to  decide  on  thefirle- 
iity  of  the  imitation,  our  souls  must  be 
alive, to  the  sublimest  feelings,  capa-^ 
ble  of  investigating  the  beauties  of 
creation;  and  of  deciding  on  the  ge- 
nuine expressions  and  gestures  of  lie- 
roical  virtue;  and  thus  exalted  moj^at 
perceptions  become  requisite  to  the 
connoisseur,  as  uell  as  to  the  aitist. 
But  the  fine  arts  are  capable  of  a  j^et 
fimperior  exaltation  :  we  do  not  merely 
admire  the  nice  touches  of  Flaxman's 
chissel,  nor  the  happy  adjustment  of 
parts  which  are  so  visible  in  bis  de- 
signs;  we  see  in  them  the  Christian  as 

well 
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w^ll  as  the  statuary^  While  devotion 
kindles  at  the  paintings  of  Peters  ; 
while  we  con.tcmplate  with  the  rapture 
of  anxious  emulation  the  pious  family 
bursting  from  the  dark  dungeon  of 
the  grave,  or,  with  the  spirit  of  the 
beatified  child,  avert  our  eyes  from 
the  distant  blaze  of  rainbow-tinctured 
glory,  the  reflections  of  critical  vertu 
are  suspended ;  and  we  confess  that 
theseartists  (like our  divine  bard)  have 
-derived  their  inspiration  from 

'*  SUoA's  sacred  brook  that  flow*d 
Fast  by  the  oracle  of  God."    . 

Let  us  turn  from  these  inanimate 
productions  of  genius,  to  public  amuse- 
ments, and  those  species  of  literature 
which  are  allowed  to  be  influenced  by 
female  decision.  What  ample  improve- 
ments are  here  off^ered  to  our  reforming 
taste !    Surely  it  is  in  our  power  to 
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t)anish  from  the  stage,  not  only  what 
IS  offensive  to  decency,  but  what  is 
reductive  to  principle.  I  even  think 
tliat  we  might  extend  our  proscription 
to  what  is  grossly  unnatural  and  ab- 
surdly improbahle;  at  ieast  we  might 
only  leave  a  sufficient  quantity  of  these 
latter  qualities  to  exhilarate  the  spirits, 
and  relieve  the  sombre  effect  of  graver 
scenes.  I  have  no  austere  design  of 
banishing  wit,  or  even  broad  humour, 
from  our  theatres.  The  laughable 
equivoquje,  and  all  the  extravagance 
of  low  character  and  absurd  situation, 
shall  retain  their  place:  they  are  truly 
English,  and  may  be  so  managed  as  to 
be  perfectly  innocent;  I  only  declare 
my  hostility  to  practical  jokes,  extra- 
vagant grimace,  irreverent  allusions  to 
sacred  subjects,  and,  above  all,  to  that 
inexhaustible  fund  of  profane  swear- 
ing, which  liberal  actors  always  keep 

at 
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at  hand  to  supply  the  mental  poverty 
©f  necessitous  authors.  I  enter  my 
strongest  protest  against  the  wit  of  an 
oath;  and,  maugre  the  authority  of 
Sterne,  I  even  douht  its  benevolence. 
Surely,  the  ancient  expletives  of  a? 
cough,  or  an  application  to  the  cam^ 
brie  handkerchief,  were  better  substi- 
tutes for  the  barrenness  of  the  author'* 
brains,  or  the  inattention  of  the 
prompter.  The  vocabulary  of  bias* 
phemy  is  too  limited  to  permit  the 
lover  of  novelty  to  enjoy  his  darling 
gratification  ;  and,  as  Acres  humour- 
ously observes,  *'  nothing  but  their 
antiquity  renders  common  oaths  re- 
spectable; "**  The  most  that  can  be 
done  by  the  briglitest  imagination  is, 
to  ring  changes  upon  a  few  worn-out 
€urses,  by  way  of  proving  its  supreme 
contempt  for  the  institutions  and  r^ 
ligiou  of  its  country,  and  of  instruct- 
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our  strict  attention.  It  is  a  sabjcct 
-which  Nve  must  hereafter  resume ;  I 
'will,  therefore,  only  observe  in  tliis 
place,  that  among  those  lieathen  na- 
tions Avham  we  uow  profess  to  imitate, 
the  vicious  and  the  virtuous  parts  of 
the  sex  were  as  much  distinguished  by 
their  apparel  as  by  their  mannei*s.  The 
chaste  propriety  of  matronly  and  vir- 
gin attraction  was  prohibited  from 
adopting  the  incentives  allowed  to  the 
courtezan,  who  avowed  her  aim  by  sa- 
crificing modesty  to  allurement  It 
,is  true,  the  figures  of  tliese  unhappy 
women,  lightly  shaded  with  loose  dra- 
pery, supplied  the  statuary  and  the 
painter  with  those  wanton  graces  which 
they  consecrated  as  the  attributes  of 
tlie  deity  of  licentious  pleasures;  yet, 
with  a  decorum  which  marked  the 
prevailing  sentiments  of  the  times, 
they  constantly  adopted  a  very  differ* 

'  ent 


ent  paraphernalia  when  they  formed 
a  representation  of  the  goddesses  of 
marriage  and  wisdom.  When  we  consi- 
der, also,  that  this  costume  of  Grecian 
impurity,  this  marked  characteristic  of 
the  shameless  idol  of  Paphos,  has  been 
yet  further  debased  by  being  adopted^ 
b}^  Parisian  fiends,  during  the  most 
bloody  and' most  voluptuous  scenes  of 
a  revolution  which  elevated  poissardes 
into  leading  fashionables  ;  English  la- 
dies, distinguished  for  modesty,  ele»* 
vated  by  birth,  and  enlightened  by 
Ghristianity,  should  certaiiijy  xqftct' 
the  degrading  imitation  with  the  most 
lively  disdain. 

Th^  enumeration  of  the  offices  ^a^ 
duties  of  our  sex  naturally  leads  n^tp 
consider,  by  what  peculiar  trials  our 
l^eavenly  father  exercises  our  virtues, 
-^tid  prepares  us  for  a  happier  world. 
"Cbey  seem  to  result  chiefly  from  the 
Icn^pers)  dispositions,  infemities,  and 
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misfortunes  of  our  near  connexions; 
for  we  are  far  less  able  than  men  to  be 
the  carvers  of  our  own  fortunes,  and 
must  generally  consult  more  than  our 
own  inclinations  in  order  to  be  happy. 
The  colourof  our  hves  is  so  influenced 
by  the  propensities  of  our  wedded 
partners,  that  in  very  many  (perhaps 
in  the  majority  of)  marriages,  the 
business  of  tlie  wife  is  to  controul  her 
own  inclinations,  instead  of  projecting 
how  she  may  gratify  them.  This  sub- 
servience is  not  solely  confined  to  the 
conjugal  tie,  nor  does  it  only  revert 
backward'to  the  Consecrated  claims  of 
paternity;  our  brothers,  nay  even  our 
sons,  will  demand  the  privilege  of 
Adam ;  and  whenever  \wc  fix  with 
them  ia  a  domestic  residence,  M'emust 
conform  to  their  Iwrniours,  anticipate 
their  wishes,  and  alleviate  their  mis- 
fortunes, or  else  forfeit  therr  affec- 
tions  and  forego  their  society. 

Observe 
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Observe,  then,  what  numerous  infe^ 
licities,  from  ill-managed  tempers,  cor- 
rupt inclinations,  criminal  pursuits, 
capricious  whims,  imprudent  determi* 
nations^  and  obstinate  vices,  tiireatea 
our  repose  on  the  one  side ;  while,  on 
the  other,  how  frequently  must  we  be 
summoned  to  attend  the  couch  of  rest- 
less agony,  to  minister  all  the  few- 
comforts  Avhich  finite  humanity  can 
afford  to  lingering  sickness,  or  even 
to  sustain  the  dying  head  on  the  bosom 
of  faithful  sympathizing  love.  Our 
office  of  help-mate  is  not  limited  to 
the  gay  season  of  life.  Like.  Priors- 
Bmma,  we  are  not  only  required  to 
embark  '^  on  the  smooth  surface  of  a^ 
summer's  sea;"  we  are  not  permitted 

"  To  quk  the  ship  and  seeV  the  shore> 

«'  When  the  winds  raUk  aod  the  surges  rosr.*^' 

Our  services  are  most  valual)le,  ati4 
consequeatly  most  ireqursite,   in  the 
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.'dreary  season  of  distress  f  whether  it 
be  occasioned  by  adversity  or  disease ; 
whether  the  storm  proceed  from  false 
friends  or  secret  enemies,  or  from  the 
imprudence  or  guilt  of  the  sufferer; 
whether  it  affect  the  fortune,  the  repu- 
tation, or  the  person  of  him  with  Avhom 
our  ftite  is  interwoven ;  the  faithful 
wife,  the  tender  mother,  the  dutifui 
daughter,  or  the  affectionate  sister; 
must  still  be  the  guardian  angel  to 
bring  the  cup  of  consolation  ;  and 
though  the  world  renounce  or  con* 
demn  the  sufferer,  her  arms  must  (ex- 
cept in  cases  of  very  extraordinary 
wickedness)  afford  the  wretched  out*- 
cast  a  secure  asylum. 

Of  alt  the  sorrows  that  threaten  our 
sex,  none  seem  to  me  so  exquisitely 
painful,  as  those  which  result  from  the 
vicious  conduct  of  our  near  connec- 
tions. Indeedj  these  are  so  excruci- 
ating, as  to  be  insupportable  without 

the 
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tlie  aid  of  religioiT,  Yet,  in  this  raw?, 
even  her  gotden  shield  cannot  entirely 
bhmt  the  shafts  of  adversity ;  since  the 
views  that  she  presents  of  the  future 
state  of  unrepentant  sinner^  must  ex- 
cite awful  apprehensions.  Let  us  liere 
stop  to  inquire^  how  far  it  is  in  our 
power  to  avoid  a*  misfortune  which  it 
is  so  difficult  to  sustain  ;  and  I  trust  it 
will  be  ftmnd,  that  it  is  in  our  power  to 
escape  the  sharpest  of  its  manj'  pangs,, 
by  so  regulating  our  conduct;  that  we 
may  neverhave  cause  to  reproach  our- 
selves wit^I  deserving  such  heavy  af*^ 
fliction.  Let  us  endeav'our  to  lead  a 
libertine  brother  or  a  deistical  fatheu 
to  the  saf«  paths  of  pieiy  and  virtue; 
showing  them,  by  our  own  deportment^ 
that  they  really  are  the  paths  of  plea- 
santness^  LetasresoIve,th^t  no  charm 
of  person  and^  manner,  no  attraction 
of  rank' or  fortune,  shall  prevail  upoti 
us  to  take  fbi^liic  partners  of  our  lives 
-  ^  Kftea 


men  wBose  vices  will  either  corrupt 
our  principles,  or  wring  our  hearts 
with  most  poignant  miseiy.  Give  not 
your  unborn  offspring  a  father  whose 
example  you  musfctteach  them  to  avoid. 
Choose  not  for  your  companion  on 
earth,  one  fr^m  whom,  as  often  as  you 
reflectj  you  must  hope  to  be  eternally 
separated*.  If  you  are  offeredoue  who 
will  assist  you  in  your  heaven-ward 
journey,  and  aid  you  in  the  higlily  im- 
portant duty  of  leading  your  young, 
ones  to  their  heavenly  home,  give  him 
a  decided  preference,  however  inferior 
he  may  be  in  worldly  advantages  to  his 
profligate  rival.  And  here  we  will  ob- 
serve, that  though  a  wife  rarely  has 
power  to  reclaim  her  dissolute  spouse,- 
a  sedulous  attention  to  the  duties  of 
a  mother  in  the  important  points  of 
moral  and  religious  instruction,  will; 
Hno^t  probably  preserve  her  from  the 

•  See  Letter  12, 
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severest  of  maternal  pains:  I  am  sorry 
to  say  Only  most  probably ;  for,  alas  ! 
we  have  seen  many  instances  in  which 
the  best  instruction  has  been  found  in- 
effectual. *' Education/' said  one  of 
the  soundest  divines  of  our  church,  ''is 
**  not  grace ;"  and  he  felt  the  force  of 
that  melancholy  concession.  One 
point,  however,  will  be  secured ;  we 
shall  then  know  that  we  shall  not  be 
called  to  account  for  the  loss  of  an  un- 
instructed  sou\ ;  besides,  while  the  of- 
fender lives,  we  shall  never  renounce 
the  hope  of  his  reformation.  **  We 
"  cast  the  seed  upon  the  waters,"  ob- 
serves an  eminent  professor  of  the 
science  of  education*,  "and  we  ex* 
**  pect  not  to  find  it  till  after  many 
**  days."  The  temptations  of  the  world,^ 
the  ebullitions  of  youthful  passions,  the 
seductions  of  bad  example,  may  retard 

*  Dr  Vincent.    See  his  Defence  oS  Public  Edu- 
cation. • 
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'  ift  germination;  but  if  it  has  onc« 
been  $own  in  early  youth  by  a  careful 
hand,  while  the  mind  was  vacant  and 
the  memory  vigorous,  it  will  not  be 
totaHy  destroyed.  Even  at  the  eleventh 
hour  the  labourer  may  recollect  his 
neglected  vineyard  ;•  and,  if  he  were 
early  initiated  in  the  method,  he  may 
&till  anxiously  work  during  the  small 
portion  of  time  that  remains,  and  r©^ 
eeive  a  limited  reward, 

Tlie  perplexities  whrch  pursue  us  in 
the  managementof  our  households,  be- 
long to  that  species  of  vexations  which 
for  a  time  occupy  the  whole  mind,  and 
afterwards  appear  in  so  trivial  a  light 
that  we  wonder  how  we  could  suffer 
them  to  tease  us;  In  weak  frrvolous 
dispositions. they  are  apt  to  gain  such 
an  ascendancy,  as  to  form  that  very 
disgustiug  character  a  fretful  scold  { 
and  sometimes,  as  the  Lilliputians  con- 
trived to  bind  down  Gulliver,  anumcr 

rous 
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roiis  combination  of  diminutive  incon- 
veniencies  will  shackle  superior  facul- 
ties. Nothing  gives  us  so  mean  an 
opinion  of  human  nature,  as  the  con- 
sideration of  what  petty  circumstances 
are  necessary  to  our  comfort,  and  how- 
much  the  best  and  wisest  of  our  spe- 
cies owe  even  the  blessing  of  self-pos- 
session to  the  success  of  mechanical 
contrivances,  and  the  regularity  of 
servile  occupations.  An  ill-dressed 
dinner  shall  not  only  cloud  the  temper, 
but  also  retard  the  plans  of  a  states- 
man ;  the  negligence  of  a  valet  may 
interrupt  the  formalities  of  law,  or 
Violate  tlie  decorums  of  parliament ; 
the  inattention  of  a  clerk  or  subaltern 
may  suspend  tlie  most  important  naval 
or  military  operations.  No  wonder^ 
then,  if  women,  whose  daily  round  of 
domestic  inspection  exposes  them  to  a 
continual  recuvreuce  of  domestic  vexa* 

tions^ 
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tioiis-,  and  who  must,  if  properly  in- 
flucneed  bjr  a  sense  of  duty,  feel 
anxious  to  preserve  the  decorums  of 
family  regularity,  should  often  find 
their  minds-  unhinged  by  the  incon- 
veniences arising  from  the  careless-' 
»es3,  ignorance,  or  depravity  of  those 
from  whom  tliey  require  diligence, 
ability,  and  fidelity,  Thi^  spe^cies  of 
trial  often  makes  severe  inroads  upon 
our  tempers,  and  not  unfrequently 
contributes  much  to  alienate  tlva  af- 
fections of  our  husbands ;  who,  being 
less  exposed  to  these  provocations  in 
trivial  concerns,  are  apt  to  under-rate 
their  power  of  irritating  the  mind. 

In  most  situations  of  life,  the  per* 
sonal  offices  of  the  mistress  of  a  family 
are  occasionally  requisite  ;  in  all,  her 
superhite?ule?ic€  IS  indispensable.  It  is 
our  duty  to  avoid  leading  others  into 
temptation;  and  we  unquestionably  do 
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so,  when,  by  a  total  intermission  of 
observation,  we  teach  mercenary  peo- 
ple that  they  may  be  negligent  of 
profligate  w'lXh  impunity.  To  super- 
intend and  conduct  a  household  with 
regularity,  propriety,  elegance,  and 
good  humour,  is  a  happy  art.  The 
more  important  business  in  which 
men  are  mostly  engaged,  often  wearies 
their  faculties  aiid  discomposes  their 
minds;*  yet,  witlK)ut  considering  that 
their  little  monarchies  at  home  are 
liable  to  commotionfi,  they  think  them- 
selves entitled  to  find  them  at  all  times 
a  pleasant  retreat  from  perplexity  and 
contradiction.  This  expectation  may 
be  unreasonable.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
justify  men  from  the  charge  of  being^ 
selfish ;  but,  as  they  certainly  do  expect 
that  the  smile  of  complacency  sliould 
always  illumine  the  countenances  of 
their  female  companions,  whenever  it. 
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is  not  s^uspencled  by  sympathy  for  thcm^ 
it  is  both  politic  and  praise-worthy  in 
our  s€x  to  endeavour  at  that  self-com- 
mand, which  certainly,  when  acquired, 
is  our  best  title  td  superiority  in  the 
scale  ®f  moral  excellence.  . 

The  care  of  children,  especially  in 
their  earlier  stages  of  existence,  is  a 
demand  upon  the  patience  and  firm- 
ness of  the  mother,  which,  if  she  come 
only  poetically  prepared  for  the  under- 
taking, she  will  find  exceeds  her  abi- 
lity. Sleepless  nights,  and  anxious 
days,  fall  to  the  lot  of  those  who  stea-' 
dily  resolve  to  discharge  every  duty 
which  the  tender  scion  of  humanity 
requires  to  raise  it  to  maturity.  Nof 
is  the  task  of  teaching  the  "young 
idea  how  to  shoot  "  always  delightfuK 
The  fertile  soil  will  produce  weeds, 
and  the  vigorous  plant  will  often  slioot 
with,  au   unhappy  bend,    whicli  onl^ 

constant 
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constant  attention  can  reform.  **Line 
^^  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept,*' 
must  be  supplied ;  and,  like  tire  pro- 
phets of  old,  the  maternal  instructress 
must  throw  in  *'here  a  little  and  there 
a  little."  And  while  Ave  are  thus  em- 
ployed in  correcting  others,  we  must 
also  remember  to  watch  ourselves  with 
"a  special  care.  The  observation  of 
children,  like  their  other  faculties,  is 
more  acute  than  discriminating;  they 
can.  readily  discern  when  Mamma  is 
peevish  or  passionate  ;  but  they  do  not 
understand  that  her  troubles  are  more 
important  than  the  dirtying  of  a  doll, 
or^the  breaking  of  a  favourite  toy. 

The  slighter  construction  of  our  bo- 
dily ^organs,  or  sedentary  habits,  and 
the  inconveniences  and  sufferings  at- 
ti^rbed  to  us  as  mothers,  exercise  our 
.patience  in  a  species  of  trials,  to  which 
men  are  bynature  less  exposed  j  though 

in 
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in  a  state  of  society  the  dangers  inci- 
dent to  war,  navigation,  and  hazardous 
occupations,  not  to  mention  more  fre- 
quent exposure  to  inclement  seasons, 
or  the  diseases  which  spring  from  in- 
temperance, prevent  the  comparison 
of  length  of  days  from  preponderating 
in  their  favour.  Yet  if  we  consider, 
that  the  calamities  of  war,  or  sudden 
accidents  ffenerallv  remove  their  vie- 
tims  by  an  insta/itaneous  stroke,  we 
must  allow  that  women  are  oftenest 
called  to  endure  lingering  decay  and 
protracted  suffering.  Less  equal  to 
fatigue,  less  capable  of  exertion^  we 
feel  more  of  the  evils  incident  to  de- 
bility and  lassitude.  I  am  here  speak- 
ing of  English  women  in  their  natur^ 
state,  not  in  the  artificial  character 
.  which  fashion  compels  them  to  assume; 
for,  certainly,  were  we  to  enumerate 
the  toils  wbicji  a  fine  lady  mluntariljf 
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endures,  we  must  allow  that  a  porter 
is  a  less  robust  animilL    ' 

After  reviewing  the  evils  which  be-  ^ 
set  us  from  without,  let  us  revert  to 
those  bobom  traitors  which  internally 
assault  us:    I   mean  the  passions.     I 
can  by  no  means  allow,  that  ours  are 
naturally  so  violent  as  those  of  men; 
but  I  fi^ar  they  are  often  less  subjected 
to  tlteir  lawful  sovereign  reason,  and  . 
more    under   the  domination  of  the 
usurper  fancy.  Precluded  by  our  situ- 
ation from  an  early  or  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with   the  world,    we  are 
more  exposed  to  the  misrepresenta- 
tions of  interested  reporters ;  and  if 
otir  graver  friends  should  fall  into  the 
common  error  of  exhibiting  their  de- 
scription of  life  in  the  dark  shade  of 
the  phantasmagoria,  the  buoyant  spi- 
rits of  youth  will  determine  us  to  con- 
^Ider  the  magic  lantboru  with  which 

our 
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cur  chamber- maids,  our  romantic  ac- 
quaintance, and  novel  writers,  amuse 
us,  as  a  more  faithful  delineation  of 
living  manners.  Hence  arises  the 
eternal  expectation  of  splendid  con* 
quests,  faultless  adorers,  wonderful 
events,  and  extraordinary  conflicts, 
all  ending  in  perfect  and  uninterrupt- 
ed felicitv,  which  haunt  the  mind  of 
youth.  To  this  cause  we  must  attri- 
hute  the  fluctuations*  of  vanity,  the 
dreams  of  expectation,  the  fretfulness 
of  competition,  and  the  gloom  of  dis- 
appointment. Hence  the  humble  du- 
ties of  social  life  are  rendered  disgust- 
ing, and  its  simple  pleasures  vapid. 
Public  places  are  thus  converted  into 
a  field  for  knight-errantry;  and  the 
prudent  fi^iends  who  endeavour  to 
confine  us  within  the  sphere  tiiat  our 
narroAv  fortunes  render  necessary,  as- 
sume the  part  of  those  giants  of  old, 

who 
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who  \itipt princesses  immured  in  castles. 
lu  this  situation  of  out  minds,  every 
tolerably  agreeable  man  that  we  meet 
is  in  danger  of  becoming  a  conquering 
Paladit^.  If  our  acquaintance  be  ex- 
tensive,  and  our  tempers  lively,  co- 
quetry is  apt  to  steal  upon  i;he  un- 
practised, yet  designing  female ;  a 
more  limited  circle,  and  greater  sus* 
ceptibilHy  of  disposition  give  birth  to 
some  fixed  attachment ;  and  as  we 
persuade  ourselves,  that  an  union  with 
the  preferred  object  is  ^11  that  is  want- 
ing to  our  happiness,  every  obstacle 
that  occurs  is  considered,  not  as  a  trial 
incident  to  our  mortal  being,  but  as  a 
wicked  or  inhuman  contrivance  against 
our  repose.  Hence  arise  envy  and 
jealousy  of  real  or  imaginary  rivals ; 
resentment  or  dislike  of  friendly  in- 
terference ;  and  hence  we  become  the 
inevitable  prey  of  disappointment,  ei- 
VOL.  I.  i^  ther 
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ther  by  the  frustration  or  by  the  pos- 
session of  our  desires.  For  let  no  wo- 
man, who  surrenders  her  mind  to  all 
the  extravagance  of  romantic  expec- 
tation^ think  that  it  is  even  possible 
she  should  ever  know  the  bliss  of  full 
fruition.  If,  while  she  is  exempt  from 
the  immediate  pressure  of  pain  or  dis- 
tress, she  see  nothing  in  the  present 
scene  which  can  call  forth  the  amiable 
sympathies  of  her  heart,  let  her  rest 
assured  that  the  gaily  decorated  fu- 
ture, which  she  paints  in  such  vivid 
colours,  is  but  the  vision  of  fancy.  It 
is  like  a  distant  landscape  illuminated 
by  the  beams  of  the  rising  sun,  all 
lovely,  glowing,  and  splendid ;  but 
when  she  comes  to  travel  over  it,  she 
will  find  the  same  inequalities  of  road, 
and  all  the  difficulties  which  require 
that  watchfulness,  arid  cause  that  lassi- 
tude,  of  which  she  now   complains. 

The 
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The  humours  of  a  husband  will  seem  as 
intolerable  as  those  of  a  parent ;  and 
**  the  rose  distilled  "  will  be  annoyed 
by  the  same  enemies  which  vexed  it 
"  while  it  grew  on  the  virgin  thorn." 
.    Our  internal  trials,  however,,  do  not 
always  proceed  from  the  errors  of  va- 
nity or  the  fictions  of  romance.     Our 
sex  generally  possesses  a  most  acute 
sensibility,  which  sometimes  proceeds 
from  the  susceptibility  of  bur  bodily 
organs ;    often  from  the  weakness  of 
our  judgment ;  occasionally  from  bad- 
ness of  temper,  and  frequently  from 
real  tenderness  of  heart.     Since  this 
latter  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  the 
only  justifiable  source  of  impassioned 
feeling,  it  behoves  us,  from  our  ear- 
liest years,  to  consider  the  irritation 
that  proceeds  from  any  other  cause,  as 
an  infirmity,  which  we  must  endeavour 
to  subdue.    Corporeal  weakness.seems 
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to  belong  to  the  medical  department; 
yet,  as  nervous  cases  are  allowed  to  be 
the  opprobrium  of  the  healing  art,  and 
as  they  arc  alike  irregular  and  obsti- 
nate, it  behoves  us  to  inquire,  whether 
there  are  any  pret>entive  medicines. 
Innocent  cheerfulness,  a  constant  ha* 
bit  of  varied  occupations^  exercise, 
and,  above  all, 

"  C^cnial  air,  kind  Nature's  genuine  gift," 

happily  -often 

'*  ADnihilate  the  train  of  nervous  ills.^ 

Persons  who  are  a  prey  to  these  disor- 
ders are  unquestionably  real  objects  of 
pity;  but  they  usually  deal  so  liberally 
in  self-compassion^  that  they  require  to 
be  but  sparingly  indulged  with  the 
commiseration  of  others.  They  would 
^probably  start  at  being  told,  that  white 
they  consider  themselves  as  the  most 
unhappy  of  the  human  species^  they 
resemble  tyrants  in  more  than  that 

miserable 


iniscTable distinction.    A  nervous  lady* 
is  a  complete  despot,  who  rules,  if  not 
with  3  rod  of  iron,  at  least  with  a 
sceptre  that  is  nifinitdy  more  formi- 
dable to  a  generous  mind.    Happiness 
fli^s  her  approach,  and  even  humble 
comfort   cannot   resist  her '  assaults^ 
These  victims  to  imaginary  ills  and' 
evils  often  possess  a  great  share  of  real 
gX)odness  of  heart;    and  a  powerful- 
appeal  from  benevolence,  oraflection,, 
genei^aUy  acts  as  an  invincible  stimu- 
lant to  rouse  the  patient  from  the  lan- 
guor of  hypochondria,   and  effects  a. 
local  cure,  though  the  disease  seldom 
fails  to  return,  when  the  relaxed  mind' 
has  test  its-  accidental  energy.     Doesf 
not  this  testify,  that  thetnalady  is  not 
wholly  organic,  and  that,  at  least  in 
its   commencemeat,    selfishness    and 
mdulgehce  contribute  to  its  violence? 
That  it  is  attended  with  real  suffering, 

F  3  is 


102 

• 

is  granted ;  but  it  is  equally  certain, 
that  the  human  mind  is  armed  with 
pow6r  sufficient  to  resist  the  attack 
of  pain;  because  the  same,  person 
who  often  sinks  into  the  extremes  of, 
nervous  depression,  at  other  timeaj. 
may  be  produced  as  an  instance  o^ 
fortitude,  by  enduring  extreme  agony 
with  cheerfulness.  It  is  thus  in  the. 
common  affairs  of  life,  we  frequently 
see  that  mind  irritated  by  '^  trifles, 
light  as  air,"  which  has  sustained  real 
affliction  with  unyielding  heroism. 
The  state  of  the  case  seems  to  be, 
that  when  by  bad  habits  and  excessive 
dissipation,  or  through  long  confine- 
ment, over-watchfulness,  great  anxi- 
ety, or  severe  misfortune,  the  spirits 
become  broken  and  the  body  debili- 
tated, every  little  addition  of  pain  or 
inconvenience  alarms  us ;  self  predo- 
tainates  in  all  our  thoughts;  we  no 

longer 
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longer  compare  ourselves  with  others, 
and  judge  from  a  fair-drawn  parallel ; 
but  we  accumulate  upon  our  own 
heads  every  calamity  and  every  dis^ 
easCy  hereditary  or  contagious,  which 
we  can  carry  to  our  own  mountain  of 
misery,  by  any  extravagant  stretch  of 
fancy.  The  natural  consequence  is^ 
that  we  sink  under  its  pressure.  I  have 
bestowed  the  more  time  on  this  Sttb|ec^ 
from  a  conviction  that  this  malady 
often  assaults  most  amiable  wofKn^ 
who  would  shrink  from  themselves 
with  horror,  could  they  foresee  the 
uneasiness  that  they  cause,  of  the  la** 
mentabie  transformation  which  they 
suffer,  while  they  are  under  the  in^ 
fluence  of  this  '^foul  fiend;"  whom, 
though  it  is  almost  impossible  to  vm* 
fmsh,  it  is  easy  to  avoid.  As  the  cham- 
pion of  my  sex,  I  here  enter  my  pro- 
test against  the  forced  construction, 
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•that  I  suppose  hypochondria  to  be 
merely  a  feminine  infirmity.  As  it 
either  originates  in,  or  is  aggravated 
hy  the  patients  permitting  the  imagi'<- 
nation  to  revolve  on  the  narrow  pivot 
of  self,,  the  lords  of  the  creation  are  in- 
debted.to  their  more  athleitic  frames 
and  active  occupations,  if  (which  is 
certainly  questionable)  they  are  more 
exempt  than  we  from  the  assaults  of 
nervous  irritability.. 

Susceptibility,  proceeding  from 
weakness  of  judgment,  and  badness 
of  temper,  takes  a  variety  of  forms. 
Sometimes  it  teases  ourselves  and  pur 
connexions  in  the  shape  of  bodily 
complaint;  but  it  often  assumes  the 
colour  of  an  injured  character,  suffer- 
ing from  an  ungrateful,  perfidious, 
nndiscerning  world.  It  sharpens  sup- 
posed neglects,  creates  imaginary  af- 
flictions,, and  delivers  us  over  a  prey 

to 
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to  fastidiousness,  resentment,  and 
spleen ;  or  perhaps  it  assumes  the 
aspect  of  excessive  tenderness  and 
tremulous  philanthropy.  In  this  dis- 
guise, it  is  so  admirably  delineated, 
by  the  pencil  of  an  unkn(m))i  master  in 
the  school  of  poetry,  that  I  must  reca4 
these  M'ell-known  lines  to  your  recol* 
lection : 

"  Taught  by  nice  scale  to  mete  her  feelings  strong^^ 

"  Fahe  by  degrees  and  exquisitely  wrong, 

"  For  the  crush'd  beetle  first,  the  widow 'd  dove^ , 

'•'  And  all  the  warbled  sorrows  of  the  grove, 

"  Next  for  poor  suffering  guilt,  and  last  of  all 

"  For  parents,  friends,  a  king*s  and  country's  fall. 

"  Mark  her  fair  votaries,  prodigal  of  grief, 

"  With  cureless  pangs,  and  woes  that  mock  relief, 

*•  Droop  in  soft  sorrow  o'er  a  faded  flower, 

''.  O'er  a  dead  jackass  pour  the  pearly  shower  *.'* 

It  is  most  true,  my  dear  Miss  M , 


that  this  pseudo  humanity  always  seats 
herself  upon    an    inverted    pyramid, 

*  New  Morality,  in  the  Poetry  of  the   Anti- 
Jacobin. 
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Nrfiich  tottcts  under  her.  Tht  poor  fljr 
that  is  eaten  by  the  spider,  and  the 
^ear  dog  that  would  die  jof  old  age, 
form  the  basis  of  an  ample  superstruc- 
tare ;  and  her  pity  always  increases  in 
tkulence  with  her  consciousness  of  its 
b^ing  utterly  unavailing.  She  is  most 
admirably  described  in  a  deservedly 
popular  allegory*,  as  gazing  through 
a  telescope  in  search  of  distant  dis* 
tress,  and  overthrowing  the  petitioner 
who  was  at  her  elbow  soliciting  her 
hospitality. 

The  trials  Xvhich  arise  from  real  sen- 
sibility governed  by  good  sense,  are 
of  that  improving  kind  which  imme- 
diately proceed  fronx  the  will  of  Divine 
providence,  and  bring  with  them  pre- 
sent complacency  and  future  reward. 
Some  severe  sects  of  Christians  seem 
desirous,  by  their  too  rigid  interpreta- 

*  Progress  of  the  Pilgrim  Good  Intetit* 
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tion  of  particular  texts  of  scripture,  to 
deprive  us  of  all  the  consolation  arising 
from  conscious  well  doing.  It  is  true^ 
if  we  compare  our  finite  virtues  with 
the  purity  and  goodnessof  our  Creator, 
the  largest  accumulation  of  mortal  ex- 
cellence must  become  as  dust  upon  the 
balance.  It  is  also  acknowledged,  that 
when  our  whole  lives  are  referred  to 
the  test  of  his  holy  laws,  they  must  fall 
so  infinitely  below  the  prescribed 
standard,  as  to  compel  us  to  trust  for 
mercy  on  a  surer  foundation  than  our 
own  righteousness.  We  grant  that  in 
many  things  we  offend,  and  that  our 
best  deeds  are  tainted  by  infirmity. 
Yet  virtue,  circumscribed,  iniperfect^ 
backsliding  yet  sincere  virtue,  still 
exists  in  the  human  heart.  Her  iden- 
tity is  acknowledged  by  every  pre- 
cept which  requires  her  exertion*  j 
nay,  she  is  even  authorized  to  expect 
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and  to  claim  a  reward  *  from  that  God 
by  whomsheis  exercised  and  sanctified. 
Amid  those  qualities  which  will  en- 
title their  blessed  possessors  to  shine 
like  stars  in  the  kingdom  of  their  hea- 
venly Father,  genuine  benevolence 
claims  pre-eminence.  Let  us  not,  then, 
consider  the  tenderness  of  heart  which 
leads  our  sex  to  exert  this  glorious 
quality,  as  one  of  our  trials,  but  as  our 
noblest  distinction;  a  distinction  which 
the  concurrent  voice  of  travellers  de- 
termines to  be  limited  to  no  climate^ 
enfeebled  by  no  external  circumstan- 
ces, but  as  active  amid  the  privation]* 
and  ignorance  of  savage  life,  as  in  the 
refinement  and  opulence  of  civilized 
society.  In  every  age  and  nation^ 
women  are  alike  distinguished  by  their 
promptitude  to  assist  the  miserable,, 
and  to  sympathise  with  the  unfortu- , 
*  Matt.  XXV.  21  and  23. 
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nate,  even  at  the  expense  of  their  own 
enjoyments. 

But  this  world  presents  a  mixed 
scene,  in  which  artifice  and  fraud  are 
constantly  endeavouring  to  ensnare 
unsuspicious  generosity ;  and  hence 
arises  the  duty  of  placing  our  hearts 
under  the  guidance  of  our  understand- 
ing, and  of  enlightening  our  judg- 
fnents  by  the  united  radiance  of  know- 
ledge and  experience.  The  unavoida- 
ble trials  of  real  sensibility  chiefly  arise 
from  the  difficulty  of  striking  a  due 
balance  between  the  promptitude  of  a 
generous  temper,  and  the  caution  of 
an  intelligent  mind.  Only  general 
ruJes  can  be  prescribed  for  oui:  direc* 
tion  in  this  instance;  and  as  it  is  much 
easier  to  lay  tliem  down,  than  to  ap- 
ply them  to  individual  cases,  we  must 
act  for  ourselves  after  all,  and  can  sel- 
dom aspire  to  higher  praise  than  purity 
of  intention* 

I  forbear 
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I  forbear  to  mention  the  trials  that 
proceed  from  change  of  fortune,  from 
false  friends,  artful  enemies,  and  oppo- 
site  interests ;  from  disappointed  ambi- 
tion and  defeated  enterprize;  from 
accidental  adventures,  mysterious  in- 
trigue, and'  intricate  business.  To 
these  troubles  we  are  less  exposed  than 
men;  and,  speaking  collectively,  we 
only  feel  them  in  their  rebound.  Pro- 
vidence has  withdrawn  us  from  the 
turmoil  of  worldly  contention;  audit 
is  only  some  peculiar  circumstances, 
or  the  improper  encouragement  of  a 
busy  disposition,  which  removes  ua 
from  our  proper  sphere,  domestic  re- 
tirement. 

Instead  of  presuming,  with  culpable 
hardihood,  to  question  the  wisdom  or 
the  justice  of  that  dispensation  M'hich 
has  determined  our  lot  in  life,  let  U5 
direct;  our  atteation,  from  what  wc 
might  have  been,  to  what  wc  are;  and 

if 
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if  we  find,  by  tBe  general  constitution 
of  our  bodies,  and  the  frame  of  our 
minds,  that  we  are  rightly  placed;  if 
we  discover,  too,  that  our  relative  si- 
tuation in  society  has  many  real  ad* 
vantages,  let  dissatisfaction  and  dis« 
obedience  yield  to  acquiescence  and 
gratitude. 

Our  weaker  strength  and  more  deli- 
cately organized  frame  evidently  point 
out  our  unfitness  for  those  laborious 
and  dangerous  exertions,  which  the 
common  wants  of  civilized  life  demand 
from  man.  The  necessity  for  our  being 
thus  exempted  is  further  apparent,  be* 
cause  the  future  generation  would  im* 
maturely  perish,    or  languish  in  the 
miseries  incident  to  neglected  infancy^ 
if  at  one  period  we  were  exposed  to 
severe  fatigue  and  alarming  perils,  and 
at  another  were  compelled  by  extreme 
toil  to  desert  our  feeble  offspring,  who, 
unlike  the  brute  creation,  plead  by 
.  3  their 
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their  helplessness  for  indulgence  to 
their  mothers.  The  laborious  and  ha- 
zardous undertakings  to  M'hich  women 
are  compelled  to  submit  in  savage 
countries,  Are  considered  as  the  preven- 
tive of  such  an  increase  of  inhabitants 
as  would  prove  too  redundant  for  their 
scanty  supply  of  provisions.  And  if 
these  physical  causes  present  insur- 
mountable obstacles  to  our  engaging 
in  athletic  or  dangerous  employments, 
there  seems  to  be  no  less  substantial 
moral  reasons  forour  withdrawing  from 
thatspjecies  of  public  business  in  which 
the  labours  of  the  head  are  principally 
required.  An  eccentric  writer,  wha 
thought  audacity  a  proof  of  genius, 
and  mistook  insubordination  for  inde- 
pendence  and  greatness  of  soul,  seem- 
ed to  suppose  that  the  professions  of  a 
lawyer,  a  physician,  and  a  merchant, 
were  no  ways  incompatible  with  wo- 
men*    Little  ingenuity  is  necessary  to 
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disprove  a  theory  which  puzzled  for 
an  hour,  and  then  sunk  into  oblivion^ 
overwhelmed  by  the  weight  of  its  own 
absurdity/till  it  was  fished  up  again  by 
some  second-hand  dealers  in  paradox 
and  innovation.  That  we  can  neither 
gain  happiness  nor  advantage^  from 
renouncing  the  habits  which  nature 
communicated  and  custom  has  ratified, 
isevidenty  by  considering  the  qutalities 
for  which  we  have  been  most  valued, 
and  how  far  they  would  accord  with 
an  alteration  in  our  relative  situation. 
Gould  modesty  endure  the  stare  of 
public  attention ;  could  meekness  pre- 
serve :her  olive  wand  unbroken  amid 
the  noisy  contention  of  the  bar ;  could 
delicacy  iescape  uninjured  through  the 
initiatory  studies  of  medicine ;  could 
cautious  discretion  venture  upon  those 
hazardous  experiments  which  private 
as  well  as  public  utility  often  require; 

could 
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could  melting  compassion  betheproper 
agent  of  impartial  justice ;  or,  would 
gentleness  dictate  those  severe  but 
wholesome  restraints,  whichoften  pre- 
serve a  nation  from  ruin  ?  Though  I 
am  inclined  to  think  highly  of  my  own 
sex .  (so  highly,  that  I  fear  alimy  claims 
in  their  behalf  will  not  be  readily  al-» 
lowed),  I  confess  that  I  can  see  nothing 
intheUtopian  scheme  of  an  Amazon  taa 
republic,  which  is  not  in  the  highest 
degree  absurd  and  laughable.  My  con- 
viction that  w€  should  make  wretched 
generals,  patriots,  politicians,  legisla- 
tors, and  advocates,  proceeds  from  my 
never  having  yet  seen  a  private  ftmily 
well  conducted,  that  has  been  subject- 
ed to  female  usurpation.  Notwith- 
standing any  degree  of  scienceor  talent 
which  may  have  illuminated  the  fair 
vicegerent,  the  awkward  situation  of 
the  good  man  in  the  corner  has  always 

excited 
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excited  risibility,  and  awakened  such 
prying  scrutiny  into  interior  arrange- 
ments^ as  has  never  failed  to  discover 
^'  something  rotten  in  the  state  of  Den- 
''mark.."  For,  alas!  my  dear  Miss 
Mr——)  it  is  not  only  the  temperament 
pf  our  virtues  which  indicates  the  ne-^ 
cessity  pf  our  being  shielded  from  thisr 
bproftd. glare  of  observation;  there  ia^ 
generally^  speaking,  (and,  you  know,; 
Providence  acts  by  general  rules  both 
in  the  natural  and  moral  world)  too 
much  impetuosity  of  feeling,  quick- 
ness pf  determination,  and  locality  of 
observation,  in  women,  to  enable  us  to 
discharge  public  trusts  or  extensive 
duties  with  propriety.  The  warmth  of 
our  hearts  overpowers  the  ductility  of 
our  judgments;  and  in  our  extreme 
desire  to  act  wry  right,  we  want  for- 
bearance and  accommodation,  which 
makes  our  best  designs  often  terminate 

exactly 
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exactly  opposite  to  what  we  proposed. 
The  qualities  that  we  possess  are  ad- 
mirably  fitted  to  enable  us  to  petForm 
a  second  part  in  life's  concert ;  but 
when  we  attempt  to  lead  the  band, 
our  6oft  notes  become  scrannel  and 
discordant  by  being  strained  beyond 
their  pitch ;  and  our  tremulous  melo* 
dies  cause  a  disgusting  dissonance,  if 
they  attempt  to  overpower  the  bold 
full  tones  of  manly  harmony,  instead 
of  agreeably  filling  up  its  pauses. 

Experience,  which  enables  men  to 
penetrate  into  the  designs  of  others^ 
and  to  develope  specious  characters,  is 
the  result  of  such  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  world  as  must  "by  us  be  very 
dearly  bought.  Fertility  of  resource 
and  boldness  of  invention,  which  in 
the  comprehensive  mind  of  man  be-' 
come  the  parents  of  stupendous  efforts^ 
when  modified  by  female  passions,  are 

apt 


117 

ap£  to  degenerate  into  petty. craft. 
'  More  energetic  and  sanguine,  but  less 
endowed  with  courage  and  perseve* 
ranee,  we  should,  I  doubt  not,  make 
well-intentioned  and  activCi  but  rash 
and  hasty  reformers.  .  Soon  roused 
and  soon  intimidated ;  eager  to  adopt 
or  to  reject;  unwilling  to  doubt,  to 
temporize,  or  to  examine;  distracted 
by  a  multiplicity  of  cares,  yet  en- 
grossed by  one,  how  could  we  suc- 
cessfully manage  the  jarring  interests 
and  contending  passions  of  the  instru- 
ments that  we  should  find  it  necessary 
to  employ?  Those  nice  susceptibilities 
of  .character,  and  that  acuteness  of 
moral  feeling,  which  induce  us  to  at- 
tend even  to  **the  grace,  the  manner, 
and  the  decorum"  of  virtue,  would  ne- 
ver permit  us  to  connive  at  a  smaller 
evil  in  order  to  escape  a  greater;  nor 
could  we,  consistently  with  our  inge- 
nuousness, 
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naousDCss,  actupontfaepoGtic  principle 
of ''  divide  and  conqaer."    Outgoiii-* 
passion  and  tenderness  would  nerer 
authorize  us  to  exert  that  necessaiy 
severity,  which  is  often  obliged  to  de- 
vote a  part  tc  save  the  whole ;  yet 
both -public  and  private  afiairs  most 
often  be  conducted  upon  these  prin- 
ciples.    Our  impatience  of  calumny 
would,  on  the  one  hand,  urge  us  to 
that  hasty  vindication  of  our  motives 
and  actions,    which   would    cause  a 
premature  disclosure  of  our  designs; 
while,  on  the  other,  our  strong  per- 
ception of  impropriety,  and  horror  of 
reproach,    would    restrain    us    from 
adopting  such  measures  as  did  not 
carry  on  their  face  their  own  justifica- 
tion.   In  fine  we  have  too  little  of  the 
''serpent's   Avorldly  wisdom"  to  in- 
demnify us  for  bringing  the  "Tiarm- 
less  dove  "  from  its  rural  nest.    Our 

adminis- 
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administration,  whether  of  public  or 
private  affairs,  would  want  the  great 
desiderata  of  vigour,  consistency,  and 
extension ;  and  we  should  ourselve^ 
be  mere  visionary  perfectionists,  the 
dupes  of  the  specious,  and  the  prey 
of  the  ambitious.  Would  this  change 
in  our  destination  promote  general 
happiness  F  Should  we  ourselves  have 
cause  to  rejoice  in  it  ? 

It  is  possible,  I .  allow,  to  produce 
many  illustrious  examples  of  female 
heroism  and  capacity ;  but  singular 
occurrences  do  not  overthrow  the  ge- 
neral''conclusions  of  experience.  The 
reigns  of  some  of  our  British  Queens 
may  be  fairly  urged  in  proof  of  wo- 
Inen  being  capable  of  discharging  the 
nK)st  arduous  and  complicated  duties 
of  government  with  ability  and  per- 
severance. Mj  observations  are  not 
designed  t5"  ^commend  the  expe- 
diency 
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diency  of  a  Salique  law  of  exclu- 
sion from   hereditary  rank;    but  tc 
strengthen  the  principles  which  con.^ 
solidate  domestic  harmony.     Besides, 
the  sceptre's  being  ostensibly  gVasped 
by  a  female  hand  does  not  reverse 
the    general    order  of   government 
The   representative  of  authority    13 
then  indeed  changed  in  gender;    but 
power  is  lodged   in    the   same   sex 
which  was  wont  to  exercise  it ;  men 
still  execute  the  measures  which  men 
advise ;  and  the  sovereign  16  but  an 
heiress,   whose  conduct  is  restricted 
and  influenced  by  those  Jaws  which 
are  virtually   her   guardians.      But, 
to  relieve  the  tedium  of  a  discussion 
which  I  fear  ydu  Avill  think  dry  and 
unnecessary,  suppose  we  indulge   in 
a  slight  historical  digression.      Will 
you   deem  me  very  hardy,    if  I  at- 
tempt  to   strengthen    my   argument 
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by  somiB  observations  on  the  instances 
whreh  our  own  island  has  afforded  us  , 
of  female  supremacy?  I  will  not  de- 
rive them  from  the  supposed  influence 
of  ro3'^al  consorts  or  mistresses,  but 
from  the  reigns  of  our  actual  queens. 

The  history  of  the  first  Mary  is  di- 
rectly in  point.  She  was,  indeed, 
destitute  of  those  amiable  qualities  of 
mercy  and  gentleness,  which  are  con- 
sidered as  our  best  and  most  natural 
endowments ;  but  in  lieu  of  these,  she 
was  possessed  of  tremendous  persever- 
ance and  sanguinary  consistency. 
Good  intentions,  or  at  least  sincerity 
of  purpose,  was  never  denied  her; 
she  aimed  at  what  she  thought  re- 
formation; she  unquestionably  wished 
her  people  to  become  *'  wise  unto  sal- 
^*  vation  ''  in  her  own  way;  and  her 
narrow  mind  presented  no  better  ex- 
pedients to  make  them  so,  than  th^ 
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gallantry.     If  we  compare  her  latter 
years  with  those  of  our  first  Edward^_ 
whom  in  her  public  actions  she  muehL 
resembled,  our  sex  must  feel  humble<l 
at  the  parallel 

The  miseries  of  the  unhappy  Queen. 
of  Scotland,  so  evidently  ascribable  to 
the  graces,  the  virtues,  and  the  failings 
t)f  her  sex,  must,  while  they  still  draw 
thetearof  pity  for  her  fate,  excite  our 
lively  sympathy  for  every  woman  who 
is  called  to  the  dangerous  estate  of  so- 
vereign power;  especially  in  a  realm 
where  the  fundamental  rights  of  the 
constitution  and  the  bounds  of  prero- 
gative are  not  deddedly  settled.  How 
beautiful  was  the  picture  which  she 
exhibited  in  early  life  of  conjugal  vir- 
tue and  domestic  felicity  !  how  must 
we  regret  the  death  of  Francis,  which 
banished  her  from  "  Fair  France,"  and 
sent  her  to  a  kingdom  barren  of  social 
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diency  of  a  Salique  law  of  exclu- 
sion from    hereditary  rank;    but  to 
strengthen  the  principles  which  con*- 
solidate  domestic  harmony.     Besides^ 
the  sceptre's  being  ostensibly  gVasped 
by  a  female  hand  does  not  reverse 
the    general    order  of   government. 
The   representative  of  authority    is 
then  indeed  changed  in  gender;    but. 
power  is  lodged   in   the   same   sex 
which  was  wont  to  exercise  it ;  men 
still  execute  the  measures  which  men 
advise ;  and  the  sovereign  i6  but  an 
heiress,   whose  conduct  is  restricted 
and  influenced  by  those  laws  which 
are  virtually   her   guardians.      But, 
to  relieve  the  tedium  of  a  discussion 
which  I  fear  ydu  Avill  think  dry  and 
unnecessary,  suppose  we  indulge   in 
a  slight  historical  digression.      Will 
you   deem  me  very  hardy,    if  I  at- 
tempt  to   strengthen    my   argument 


121 

by  some  observations  on  the  instances 
which  our  own  island  has  afforded  us     , 
of  female  supremacy  ?    I  will  not  de- 
rive them  from  the  supposed  influence 
of  ro3'^al  consorts  or  mistresses,    but 
from  the  reigns  of  our  actual  queens. 
The  history  of  the  first  Mafy  is  di- 
rectly in  point.      She   was,    indeed, 
destitute  of  those  amiable  qualities  of 
mercy  and  gentleness,  which  are  con- 
sidered as  our  best  and  most  natural 
endowments ;  but  in  lieu  of  these,  she 
was  possessed  of  tremendous  persever- 
ance    and     sanguinary    consistency. 
Good  intentions,   or  at  least  sincerity 
of  purpose^    was  never  denied  her; 
she  aimed  at  what  she  thought  re- 
formation; she  unquestionably  wished 
her  people  to  become  *'  wise  unto  sal- 
^*  vation  ''  in  her  own  way;    and  her 
narrow  mind  presented  no  better  ex- 
pedients to  make  them  so,  than  tlxii 
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faggot  and  the  block.  In  her  eager- 
ness to  obtain  the  desired  end,  she 
overlooked  impossibilities:  hence  her 
marriage,  *in  the  decline  of  life,  with 
a  young  foreign  prince;  hence  her 
xnal-administration  of  the  domestic 
concerns  of  the  state,  and  of  its  con- 
tinental alliances.  Her  reign  is  a  me- 
lancholy expansion  of  the  passions  of 
a  weak  woman,  driven  to  cruelty  and 
5elf-disgust  by  the  opposition  of  her 
subjects,  the  bigotry  of  her  advisers, 
arid  her  own  ignorance,  rashness,  and 
obstinacy. 

I  shall  not  be  driven  from  the  tenets 
that  1  have  defended  by  the  bright 
splendour  of  the  Elizabethian  sera; 
for  no  writers,  except  tne  parasites 
of  her  own  court,  ever  ascribed  ^e- 
minine  virtues  to  ih^t  renowned  prin- 
cess. Her  education,  confcrmably  to 
the  general  tast^  of  that  age,   was 
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learned  and  comprehensive;  and. her 
understanding  possessed  the  rare  ad- 
vantage of  being  alike  solid  and  pe- 
netrating. The  difficulties  of  her  early 
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life  taught  her  discretion,  and  may  I 
not  also  add  dissimulation  ?  while  her 
long  prospect  of  the  throne  which 
she  was  one  day  to  ascend,  *  induced 
her  to  study  the  science  of  govern- 
ment before  she  was  called  to  wield 
the  sceptre.  In  all  but  vanity,  her 
mind  was  masculine.  This  vice  cer- 
tainly led  her  into  a  perfidious,  though 
perhaps  political  sacrifice  of  a  lovely 
competitor;  and  induced  her,  when 
past  her  grand  climacteric,  to  court 
the  praise  of  beauty,  which  even  in 
youth  she  never  possessed;  and,  un- 
mindful of  the  deathless  laurels  which 
crowned  her  vigorous  and  successful 
administration,  to  decorate  her  wither- 
ed brows  with  the  myrtle  of  affected 
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gallantry.  If  we  compare  her  latter 
years  with  those  of  our  first  Edward^ 
whom  in  her  public  actions  she  much 
resembled,  our  sex  must  feel  humbled 
at  the  parallel 

The  miseries  of  the  unhappy  Queen 
of  Scotland,  so  evidently  ascribable  to 
the  graces,  the  virtues,  and  the  failings 
^f  her  sex,  must,  while  they  still  draw 
the  tear  of  pity  for  her  fate,  excite  our 
lively  sympathy  for  every  woman  who 
is  called  to  the  dangerous  estate  of  so- 
vereign power;  especially  in  a  realm 
where  the  fundamental  rights  of  the 
constitution  and  the  bounds  of  prero- 
gative are  not  decidedly  settled.  How 
beautiful  was  the  picture  which  she 
exhibited  in  early  life  of  conjugal  vir- 
tue and  domestic  felicity  !  how  must 
we  regret  the  death  of  Francis,  which 
banished  her  from  "  Fair  France,"  and 
sent  her  to  a  kingdom  barren  of  social 
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delights,   the  haunt^if  ambition,  and^ 
the  den  of  morose  fanaticism  !    How 
do  we  participate  in  her  reluctance  to 
relinquish  the  charms  of  elegance  and 
refinement;  inherendeavourstosoften 
the  harsh  character  of  her  subjects, 
and  to  conciliate  the  alarmed  suspi- 
cion of  Elizabeth,  to  whose  superior 
and  more  wisely  cultivated  understand- 
ing, she  could  only  oppose  graces  and 
accomplishments,  which  were  to  her 
not  only  useless,  but  actually  hastened 
her  fall !   We  see  the  weak  precipita- 
tion of  her  sex  in  her  rash  assumption 
of  her  rival's  title,  and  herhastv  mar- 
riage  with  Darnley;  and  we  discover 
the  unrestrained  feelings  of  wounded 
sensibility,  in  her  avowed  contempt  of 
him  after  her  discovery  of  his  ingrati^ 
tude  and  meanness.     The  events  im- 
mediately following  are  so  perplexed 
by    contradictory    statements,    that 
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gallantry.  If  we  compare  her  latter 
years  with  those  of  our  first  Edward^ 
whom  in  her  public  actions  she  much, 
resembled,  our  sex  must  feel  humbled 
at  the  parallel 

The  miseries  of  the  unhappy  Queen 
of  Scotland,  so  evidently  ascribable  to 
the  graces,  the  virtues,  and  the  failings 
of  her  sex,  must,  while  they  still  draw 
the  tear  of  pity  for  her  fate,  excite  our 
lively  sympathy  for  every  woman  who 
is  called  to  the  dangerous  estate  of  so- 
vereign power;  especially  in  a  realm 
where  the  fundamental  rights  of  the 
constitution  and  the  bounds  of  prero- 
gative are  not  decidedly  settled.  How 
beautiful  was  the  picture  which  she 
exhibited  in  early  life  of  conjugal  vir* 
tue  and  domestic  felicity  !  how  must 
we  regret  the  death  of  Francis,  which 
banished  her  from  "  Fair  France,"  and 
sent  her  to  a  kingdom  barren  of  social 

delights, 
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delights,   the  haunt^of  ambition,  and' 
the  den  of  morose  fanaticism  !    How 
do  we  participate  in  her  reluctance  to 
relinquish  the  charms  of  elegance  and 
refinement;  inherendeavourstosoften 
the  harsh  character  of  her  subjects, 
and  to  conciliate  the  alarmed  suspi- 
cion of  Elizabeth,  to  whose  superior 
and  more  wisely  cultivated  understand- 
ing, she  could  only  oppose  graces  and 
accomplishments,  which  were  to  her 
not  only  useless,  but  actually  hastened 
her  fall!   We  see  the  weak  precipita- 
tion of  her  sex  in  her  rash  assumption 
of  her  rival's  title,  and  herhastv  mar- 
riage  with  Darnley ;  and  we  discover 
the  unrestrained  feelings  of  wounded 
sensibility,  in  her  avowed  contempt  of 
him  after  her  discovery  of  his  ingratii* 
tude  and  meanness.     The  events  im- 
mediately following  are  so  perplexed 
by    contradictory    statements,    that 
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though  general  opinion  now  seems 
inclined  to  consider  her  conduct  ra- 
ther as  imprudent  than  wicked,  I  m  ill 
pass  them,  and  hasten  to  the  last  scenes 
of  her  life;  when,  sinking  with  fatigue, 
destitute  of  friends,  abandoned,  help- 
less, and  forlorn,  the  lovely  fugitive 
threw  herself  upon  the  mercy  of  a 
sister  queen ;  and,  through  eighteen 
years  of  tedious  confinement,  saw  the 
sun  only  rise 

**  To  mark  how  fierce  her  angry  guardians  frown'd, 
'*-  To  mark  how  fast  her  waning  beauty  flew." 

-  To  the  last  period  of  her  mournful 
days,  she  felt  no  other  effect  of  her 
royal  birth,  than  from  its  elevating 
her  to  be  the  alternate  mark  of  jealousy 
and  ambition.  The  symmetry  of  her 
person,  the  susceptibility  of  her  tem- 
per, the  graces  of  her  manner,  the 
elegance  of  her  accomplishments,  the 
warmth  of  her  attachments,  all  that 

made 
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^^ade  the  woman  amiable,   destroyed 
^lie  queen. 

Our  second  Mary  only  occasionally' 
*>eld  a  delegated  sceptre ;  and  as  her 
tuneful  panegyrist  *  justly  observes, 
>vas    "  instructed   to  command,"   by 
obeying  the  hero  William.     Her  re- 
gencies   may    be    produced    as    the 
brightest  example  of  female  adminis- 
tration,  combining  all  those  qualities^ 
of  firmness,  promptitude,  vigour,  pru- 
dence, and  clemency,   which  consti- 
tute the  definition  of  a  well-ordered 
state.      Yet    this    wise   and    amiable 
Princess  certainly  knew  that  the  pas- 
sive virtues  were  best  suited  to  her 
sex.     **  Never,"  says  a  cotemporary 
author,  **  were  the  reins  of  government 
"  more    reluctantly    assumed,     more 
"  wisely  managed,  nor  more  willingly 
"  resigned."  Her  conjugal  deportment 

*  Prior. 
G  4  to- 
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to  a  husband  whom  she  eclipsed  in 
amiable  qualities,  is  a  shining  exam- 
ple of  discreet  acquiescence  in  general 
laws.  Her  positive  refusal  to  accept' 
a  solitary  sceptre,  was  not  affectation, 
but  wisdom.  Her  political  interfe* 
rence  was  always  marked  by  beneficial 
effects,  because  it  M'^as  never  unneces* 
sarily  obtrusive.  The  revered  character 
of  this  exemplary  lady,  the  sacr/ed 
theme  of  Prior's  chaster  muse,  adorned 
by  every  public  and  every  private  cx^ 
cellence,  still  call  the  muses  to  weep 
over  her  early  tomb.  Should  her  im- 
perial robes  be  destined  to  array  anr 
other  English  queen,  may  they,  like- 
the  mantle  of  Elijah,  conyey  a  portiott 
of  her  hallowed  spirit;  and  may  the 
inheretrix  of  her  regalia  resemble  the 
blessed  spouse  of  William,  in  all  but 
her  premature  exchange  of  an  earthly 
for  a  heavenly  diadem  ! 

The 
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The   royal  sister  of  this  illustrious 
princess   ascended   the   throne   with 
equally  good  intentions,  but  with  in- 
^rior  abilities.  The  splendid  successes 
that  attended  her  public  administration 
are  confessedly  attributable  to  the  wis- 
dom of  her  statesmen,  and  the  heroism 
of  her  naval  and  military  commanders. 
Her  private  infelicities,  and  the  dis* 
tractions  of  her  latter  years,  are  a  proof 
of  the  unfitness  of  women  to  manage 
the  intricate  perplexities  that  arise 
from  contending  parties,  or  to  struggle 
against  those  gentler  sympathiesof  na- 
ture which  in  elevated  situations  must 
give  place  to  the  sterner  virtues  that 
extensive  responsibility  imposes-    Her  * 
subservience  to  those  violent  tempers- 
whom  her.  station  authorized  her  to- 
overawe;    her  desire  to  accomplish 
ends  which  were  utterly  incompatible, 
and  to  reconcile  characters  essentially 
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discordant;  her  attachment  to  her 
exiled  disinherited  brother,  and  to 
many  ungrateful  favourites  who  had 
recommended  themselves-toher  esteein 
by  specious  qualities^  rendsered '  her 
dignity  a  crowu  of  thorns,  which 
pressed  hard  on  the  aching  brows  of 
inbecile  sickness.  Yet,  considered  as 
a  woman,  what  can  we  censure  in 
C^ueen  Anne  ?  Pious  and  sincere  as 
a  Christian,  anxious  for  peace,  com- 
passionate tathe  afflicted,  affectionate 
to  her  kindred,  an  excellent  wife,  dis-^ 
posed  to  friendship,  sincere,  placable^ 
and  compliant 

I  allow,  that  the  reigns. of  many  of 
our  kings  present  as  many,  or  I  will  say 
more  enormous  errors  than  the  worst 
of  those  which  I  have  specified,;  but 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  their  mal- 
administration arose  from  what,  it  must 
be  acknowledged^  were  their  errors  or 

their 


their  vices.  In  most  cases,  itAvas  fronv 
the  predominance  of  some  amiable ye- 
male  quality,  that  our  queens  erred  in. 
their  public  duties.     You  well  know, 
that  it  is  not  my  aim  to  affirm  our 
absolute  unfitness   to  take  the  lead, 
whenever  peculiar  circumstances  en- 
force the  necessity  of  our  so  doing;, 
for  we  may  then,   equally   with  tlie, 
other  sex,  hope    for   that  supply  of  . 
preventingandrestraininggracewhicli- 
will  enable  us  to  do  our  duty  in  the 
state  of  life  to  which  we  are  calied;^ 
and    whenever   the    exaltation    of  a 
woman  to  a  highly  responsible  situa*^ 
tion  can  be  foreseen,  a  particular  re- 
gard to  her  education  and  early  habits 
may  enable  her  to  blend  the  authori- 
tative, magnanimous,  and  discriminat- 
ing qualities  that  her  station  wilL re- 
quire with  the  milder  virtues  of  her 
sex.  These  assistances  wtf'canuothope 
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to  possess,  if  we  rush  madly  from  our 
sphere,  and  resolve,  uncalled,  to  ven- 
ture on  untried  and  forbidden  paths* 
Cheerful  acquiescence  in  the  will  of 
Iwm  who  disposes  of  the  lot,  and  steady 
application  to  the  improvement  of  the 
talents  with  which  we  are  intrusted, 
is  our  duty ;  we  have  already  proved, 
that  it  is  also  our  interest. 

The  propriety  of  our  seclusion  from 
public  affairs  is  necessarily  interwoven 
with  domestic  subjection.  The  hu- 
mour of  the  present  age  leans  so 
strongly  to  the  aspiring  qualities,  inde- 
pendence and  sclf-controul  have  sucIl 
attraction  in  their  magical  sound,  that 
I  must  prudently  shelter  my  opposition- 
to  their  delusive  enchantment  under 
the  protection  of  mighty  names,  when 
I  pronounce  the  dependant  situation 
of  our  sex  advantageous.  '*  One  very 
*'  common  error,"  say»  Dr.  Pafey,. 

**  misleads 


^'  misleads  the  opinions  of  mankind  on 
**  this  head;  viz.  that,  universally,  aii- 
*'  thority  is  pleasant,  and  submission 
"  painful.  In  the  general  course  of 
*'  human  affairs,  the  very  reverse  of 
'*  this  is  nearer  the  truth  :  command 
"  is  anxiety,  obedience  ease."  While 
applying  this  admirable  observation  to 
ourselves,  as  dependant  upon  the  wills 
of  our  near  connexions,  I  shall  not 
become  the  advocate  of  male  tyranny^ 
Referring  to  the  origin  of  authority 
and  submission,  we  may  be  assured, 
that  they  were  imposed  for  mutual 
benefit.     *' Men  danot,"  as  another 

• 

great  divine  obsefves,  **  claim  the  su- 
*'  premacy  for  any  inherent  superio- 
**  rity,  nor  for  their  own  individual, 
'*  solace;  but  rather,  that  domestic 
"  peace  may  not  be  violated  by  per- 
**  petual  competition.  The  right  of 
^*  command  must  •jje  •placed   some- 

'^  where, 
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**  where,  or  how  could  the  little  re- 
"  public  be  regularly  ordered ;  where 
**  then  shall  it  be  properly  bestowed  ? 
''  Shall  it  be  confided  to  strength  and 
**  courage,  enterprize and  activity;  or 
^'  shall  ihese  qualities  be  madesubser- 
*^  vient  to  weakness,  apprehension,. 
*'  gentleness,  and  a  love  of  repose  ?. 
**  Would  not  this  be  to  constitute  a 
'*  state  of  perpetual  warfare,  as  the 
**  qualities  of  the  governor  and  go- 
**  verned  would  be  diametrically  op* 
*'  positeto  what  their  respective  duties. 
''  required?" 

No  portrait  can  be  more  truly  amia- 
ble, than  that  of  a  well-disposed  well- 
informed  woman  ordering  her  domestic 
affairs  witJi  propriety,  and  guided  in* 
tlie  more  important  concerns  of  life  by 
the  judgment  of  a  worthy  intelligent 
husband;  and  if  we  meant  also  to. 
draw  a  picture  of  human  felicity,  we 

could 
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could  not  do  better  than  copy  from  the 
same  original.  A  well-disposed  mind, 
conscious  of  its  own  imperfections 
(and  no  tn'md  which  is  well  disposed 
can  avoid  feeling  them),  ^shrinks  from 
the  burden  of  unnecessary  responsibi- 
lity. It  can  make  allowances  for  the 
errors  and  failings  of  others  ;  it  can- 
not so  lightly  pardon  its  own.  By 
committing  our  affairs  to  the  disposal 
of  one  in  whom  we  can  confide,  we 
always  propose  to  ourselves  quiet  and 
self-enjoyment;,  but  in  a  voluntary 
choice  every  degree  of  mismanagement 
subjects  us  to  the  reproach  of  mis- 
placed confidence;  where  the  choice 
i&  made  for  us,  acquiescence  is  at  least 
entitled  to  the  solace  of  conscious, 
xectitude :  the  autliority  of  the  agent 
-will  not  prevent  the  effects  of  his. 
weakness  or  mismanagement,,  but  our 
submission  is  then  justifiable. 

Domestic 
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Domestic  retirement  is  not  only  the 
scene  where  the  passive  virtues  dis- 
play their  heavenly  energies ;  it  is  also 
their  secure  asylum.   From  how  many 
temptatious  is  our  sex  preserved,  by 
being  placed  in  this  unviable  shade !' 
We  are  so  hedged  in,  and  separated^ 
from  the  contagion  of  many  vices  by 
general  opinion,  established  cust^msj^. 
and  even  by  the  natural  repugnancfe  of 
our  own  minds,  that  we  must  use  vio^ 
lence  before  we  can  burst  through  tlie 
sacred  enclosure,,  and  solicit,  or  rather 
seize,  contamination.     We  will  men- 
tfon,  as  iristancel^^  intemperance,  pro— 
faneness,  treachery,  and  cruelty.  Even* 
in  the  eyes  of  debauchees,  a  female^ 
bonvivant  is  contemptible ;  and  inde-* 
coram  of  expression  startles  the  most 
profligate,  when  it  proceeds  from  that 
sex,  Avhose  presence  is  acknowledged 
to  be  such  a  restraint  upon  the  boldest. 

blasphemerj 
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blasphemer,  as  only  ignorance  and  ill 
manners  can  surmount.     Well  might 
theinspired  writer  observe,  that  "there 
"  is  no   wickedness  Hke  the  wicked- 
**  ness  of  a  woman ;"  for  the  effrontery 
which  enables  her  to  brave  infam}^ 
ascertains  the  annihilation   of  those 
'livjely  sensibilities  which  might  have 
led  her  back  to  commiseration  and 
contrition.  It  is  observed  in  the  lower, 
walks*  of  vice,   that  when  a  Avoman  is 
concerned  in  a  robbery,  murder  gene- 
rally follows ;  this  is  a  probable  conse- 
quence, for  cowards  are  always  cruel ; 
and  those  small  remains  of  generosity, 
which  even  a  course  of  rapine  cannot 
always  eradicate,  are  foreign  to  a  heart 
which    has  only   conquered   the   re- 
straints, but  not  the  selfishness  of  fear. 
In  men  we  have  often  seen  ambition 
united  with  many  excellent  qualities; 
it  has  even  been  styled  the  error  of 

great 
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great  minds.  Conscious  of  ability, 
and  insatiate  of  renown,  conquerors 
and  statesmen  have  generally  bee& 
solicitous  to  do  that  "holily  which  they 
**  would  do  highly;"  but  when  woman 
has  delivered  herself  up  to  unlawful 
cravings,  her  lively  passions,  and  her 
eager  desire  to  attain. her  purpose, 
combating  with  the  sense  of  her  weak- 
ness,' has  generally  driven  her  upon 
the  most  detestable  means  of  accom* 
plishing  a  bad  design.  Macbeth,  in 
the  very  act  of  murder,  retains  some- 
what of  the  "  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness ;"  but  **  his  fiend-like  queen  '*  has 
no  other  thought  than  self-security. 
Do  not  object  that  we  contemplate 
these  historical  characters  through 
the  medium  of  fiction;  their  portraits 
are  delineated  with  the  most  perfect 
resemblance  to  human  nature.  That 
of  Lady  Macbeth   presents   what,    I 

believe^ 
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believe,   is  rather  rare  in  the  annals 
of  vice,  a  woman  geTiuweiy  2Ln\h\Uous; 
for  in  our  sex  ambition  is  commonly 
a  subaltern  quality,  stimulated  by  love, 
hatred,  revenge,  fear,  or  vanity.   Like 
Keorida  in  Shenstone's   elegies,   the 
aspiring    female    mostly    anticipates. 
**  How  sweet  are  slumbers  on  a  couch 
of  state,"  or  else  wishes  ^*To  crown  at 
**  once  the  lover  and  the  love."     But 
the  same  baleful  effects  proceed  from 
the  mixed  as  from  the  primary  pas^ 
sion ;    whenever  an  Athaliah  covets 
undue  pre-eminence,  she  arises  with  a 
determination  "to  cut  off  all  the  seed- 
royal."     These  observations,  my  dear 

Miss  M ,  are  not  AvhoUy  irrelative 

to  the  million.  Ambition  presents 
other  temptations  beside  crowns,  and- 
has  less  bloody,  though  equally  des*. 
tructive  consequences  as  Xhose  to 
which  we  have  just  alluded.     I  am 

persuaded 
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persuaded  that  we  must  refer  to  this 
passion,  when,  under  the  guidance  of 
vanity,  many  of  those  extravagancies 
which  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  la- 
ment in  the  course  of  our  correspon* 
deuce,  as  ruinous  to  domestic  peace^ 
and  derogatory  to  female  character. 

I  do  not  think  that  women  have  lessr 
temptation  to  anger  than  men ;  be- 
cause in  the  routine  of  family  affairs' 
they  generally  meet  with  perpetual, 
though  triviaK  trials  of  meekness;  and 
we  know,  that  the  solid  rock  is.  more 
likely  to  be  fretted  by  continual  drop- 
pings, than  broken  by  the  rushing  of 
a  hasty  cataract;  but  the  present  forms - 
of  society,  and  I  grieve  to  add,  its 
seemingly  irresistiblepropensities,  may 
make  us  enumerate  as  one  of  our  ad- 
vantages, that  anger  is  not  likely  to  in- 
volve us  in  very  serious  consequences. 
While  the  only  sinful  part  of  chivalry 

is 
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is  preserved  from  that  oblivion  which 
has  involved  its  high-souled  chastity, 
integrity,  and  generosity,  we  must 
congratulate  ourselves  that  we  are  not 
likely  to  be  called  out  for  an  unguarded 
expression,  perhaps  uttered  tinconsci- 
ously  in  a  moment  of  temporary  deli- 
rium. You  will  smile  at  my  enume- 
rating this  security  amongst  our  ad- 
vantages ;  but  the  bloody  register  of 
false  honour  is  become  so  voluminous, 
that  it  really  is  a  consolation  to  reflect, 
that  the  whizzing  ball  or  gliding  steel 
are  not  likely  to  be  classed  in  the  list 
of  our  mortal  diseases. 

The  customs  of  society  give  us  ad- 
vantages not  highly  valuable  of  them- 
selves, but  capable  of  being  converted 
to  real  benefit.  The  attentions  that 
we  receive  as  women  may  certainly  be, 
as  Mary  Wolstonecraft  terms  them, 
'*  engines  of  refined  voluptuousness," 
when  they  minister  to  our  caprice,  our 
^  vanity, 
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vanity,  and  our  frivolity;  but  they  arc 
capable  af  a  higher  direction,  and  may 
be  so  received,  and  so  directed,  as  to 
reform  the  morals  of  those  from  whom 
we  require  them.     Gallantry  (I  here 
use  that  term  in  its  inoffensive  signifi- 
cation) has  been  so  modified  and  cur- 
tailed by  prevaihng  manners,  that  it  is 
to  be  hoped  women  will  not  join  in  a 
conspiracy  to  annihilate  the  small  de- 
gree of  knightly  courtesy  which  yet 
exists,    by  themselves    assuming  the 
deportment  of  amazonian  boldness,  or 
affecting    amazonian     independence. 
By  indelicacy  of  habit,  by  unblushing 
confidence  in  conversation,  and  by  the 
discovery  of  a  vindictive  disposition, 
we   forfeit  the  respect  to  which  the 
passive  virtues,   our  natural   endow- 
ments, are  entitled,  and  must  receive 
from  all  but  brutes  or  monsters. 

The  passive  virtues,  my  dear  young 
friend,  are  not  mean,  servile,  or  cow- 
ardly. 
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ardly.  Dr.Paley  places  them  in  such 
a  point  of  view,  as  may. excite  the 
emulation  of  the  most  aspiring  mind.  . 
His  definition  is,  **passive  virtues  are 
"  of  all  others  the  severest,  the  most 
"  sublime,  and  perhaps  the  most  ac- 
**  ceptable  to  the  Deity,"  The  foun- 
dation on  which  they  stand  is  fortitude, 
magnanimity,  and  disinterestedness ; 
and  their  sure  reward  is  self-possession, 
and  that  peace  of  God  which  passeth 
understanding.  The  overstrained  soft- 
ness of  affected  refinement  is  JtS  ini- 
mical to  these  heavenly  qualities,  as  the 
fury  of  a  virago  ;  a  life  of  uselessness 
and  indulgence  can  never  be  a  life  of 
happiness.  Whoever  erects  herself  into 
the  golden  idol  of  self-importance  will 
be  perpetually  harassed,  by  seeing  in- 
flexible integrity  refuse  to  fall  pros- 
trate before  her.  Whatever  painted 
gauds  may  pass  upon  the  world  as  the 
trappings  of  happiness,  it  can  only  re- 
side 
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side  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  arc 
exercised  in  good  works.  The  offices 
M'hich  are  daily  required  of  women, 
enable  us  to  lay  claim  to  this  enviable 
distinction.  Our  relative  situation  in 
life  preserves  us  from  many  tempta- 
tions ;  we  are  more  guarded  by  our 
natural  propensities  from  some  vices; 
and  from  others,  we  are  more  secured 
by  habit  and  general  opinion.  We  are 
in  less  danger  of  having  our  integrity 
censured  by  the  allurements  of  fraud, 
ambition,  or  contending  interests;  but 
these  are  not  our  best  advantages:  our 
most  glorious  distinction  is,  that  we 
are  better  fitted  for  receiving  the  te- 
nets and  obeying  the  precepts  of  that 
faith  which  will  make  us  wi«e  unto 
salvation  ;  for,  however  infidels  may 
misrepresent  and  cavil  at  lowliness  and 
singleness  of  heart,  these  are  the  dis- 
positions which  fit  us  for  the  reception 
of  the  stupendous  plan  of  redemption, 

and 
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and  prepare  us  for  evangelical  holi- 
ness. Credulity  and  terror  may  make 
.us  superstitioiMi,  and  obstinacy  and  ig- 
norance may  beget  bigotry;  but  bi- 
gotry and  superstition  are  mere  oppro- 
brious  appellations  when  applied  to 
true  religion,  and  only  reflect  odium 
on  the  bestowen  Here,  then,  our  pe- 
culiar, qualities  give  us  advantages, 
which  strength^  courage,  and  wisdom, 
.when  unsanctioned  by  piety,  cannot 
impart.  A  consciousness  of  infirmity 
is  the  admonition  pf  nature,  bidding 
us  look  up  to  **  the  rock  from  whence 
."  we  were  hewn,"  and  depend  upon 
the  power  that  has  promised  **to  save 
"  all  who  trust  in  him."  Our  general 
habits  of  submission  and  constraint 
tend  to  subdue  our  stormy  passions, 
and  to  eradicate  our  corrupt  desires ; 
the  humble  offices  of  life  in  which 
most  of  us  are  engaged,  make  us  ac- 
vojL.  i.  H  quainted 
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quainted  with  the  wants  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  and  also  dispose  us  to  relieve 
the  sorrows  in  which  we  have  such 
full  participation;  while  all  the  emo- 
tions of  hope,  fear,  joy,  grief,  affectioct, 
and  gratitude,  to  which  our  suscepti- 
ble hearts  are  so  peculiarly  alive,  form, 
the  very  basis  for  a  pure  but  aniniate4 
devotion.  Surely,  then,  my  dear  Miss 
M ,  contemplating  these  inestima- 
ble privileges,  these  securities  from 
vice,  these  incentives  to  virtue,  these 
helps  of  grace  and  hopes  of  glory,  we 
may  adopt  the  language  of  ^  nervous, 
though  now  neglected  'instructor  *  of 
our  sex,  and  ''  thank  God  that  wc 
were  born  women."  Leaving  you  to 
improve  these  reflections  as  your  piety 
will  best  suggest,  I  remain,  &c. 

*  The  Author  of  the  Ladies'  Calling. 
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LETTER  III. 

Change  of  Manners  in    the   Middle 

Classes. 


MY  DEAR  MISS  M- 


From  the  consideration  of  Miidt  uc 
are  designed  to  be  by  Providence,  the 
proposed  series  of  our  correiip<9ndence 
leads  us  to  inquire,  v/hat  we  become 
when  we  renounce  the  obhgation  of 
duty,  and  submit  fo  be  new-modelled 
by  caprice  or  affectation.  Though  the 
woman  of  fashion  boasts  of  having 
emancipated  herself  from  those  re- 
straints which  fetter  the  inclination  of 
the  woman  of  propriety,  we  shall  dis- 
cover that  she  really  is  in  a  state  -of 
bondage,  and  has  voluntarily  submit- 
ted to  injunctions  no  less  numerous, 
and  far  more  servile,  than  those  which 

H  2  she 


148 

she  has  rejected.  She  has  her  triali 
too ;  for  the  wisdom  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence never  suffers  any  glaring  viola- 
tion of  its  laws  to  brdva  its  authority^ 
i^ithout  being  reproved,  or  at  leastfed- 
ing  the  internal  consequences  of  its 
pertinacity.  We  need  not  extend  our 
researches  to  the  comforts  and  advan^ 
tages  of  a  life  of  voluptuous  diss|pa« 
tion,  Qia^olent  self-indulgence;  they 
possess  none.  The  punishments  of  the 
•wicked  do  not,  like  the  corrections  of 
the  faithful,  heal  the  heart  they  are  in- 
tended  to  probe* 

Moralists  are  always  censured  for 
giving  an  exaggerated  caricature  of 
their  own  times.  I  am  ready  to  admit; 
that  in  some  respects  we  have  im- 
proved upon  our  ancestors  ;  that  vice, 
ceases  to  be  gross,  and  manners  are  no 
longer  stiff  or  pedantic ;  that  society  ' 
is  governed  by  more  agreeable  and 

convenient 
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convenient  laws;  and  that  dress,  when 
it  does  not  outrage  modesty,  is  regu- 
lated by  a  purer  taste,  than  that  which 
ordained  long  waists,  long  ruffles,  high 
pokes,  and  farthingales.  It  is  also  ac- 
knowtedged,  that  our  comforts  are  ma- 
terially increased  by  mechanical  and 
mathematical  discoveries,  and  that 
knowledge  is  more  generally  diffused. 
I  believe  the  learned  are  agreed,  that 
in  profound  studies,  which  do  not  de- 
pend upon  experimental  philosophy, 
mechanical  contrivance,  or  natural 
history,  this  age  cannot  sustain  a  com- 
parison with  those  which  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  our  church,  and  perfected  our 
civil  constitution.  If  the  most  proper 
study  of  mankind  is  man,  our  ances- 
tors had  the  advantage  of  us  in  know- 
ledge. Nor  can  we  claim  uncontested 
pre-eminence  in  charity ;  because  do- 
Rations  from  those  ample  stores  which 
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internal  peace  and  coftimerce  have 
diiFused  over  this  nation,  must  not  be 
rated  in  arithmetical  proportion  with 
the  pittance  that  could  be  spared  from 
the  urgent  necessities  of  individuals, 
at  a  period  when  agriculture  was  ill 
understood,  and  often  interrupted  by 
civil  wars,  and  when  arts  apd  manu« 
factures  were  unknown.  The  bene* 
volence,  public  spirit,  and  magnificent 
liberality  of  those  perilous  and  needy 
times,  are  proved  by  the  irrefragable 
testimony  of  many  religious  and'  cha- 
ritable foundations,  by  stately  edifices 
devoted  to  the  advancement  of  learn- 
ing, by  splendid  asylums  for  infancy 
and  sickness,  and  by  comfortable  ha» 
bitations  for  age  and  penury. 

Charity  is  therefore  only,  what  it 
ever  has  been,  a  striking  feature  in  our 
national  character.  It  is,  indeed,  so 
predominant  2^  distinction,  that  even 

selfish- 
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selfishness,  languishing  in  tbe  dissi- 
pation and  luxuryof  what  is  called  high 
life,  cannot  avoid  imparting  some  of 
its  superflux  to  the  poor  and  needy. 
Justice  should  be  always  done  even  to 
the  least  deserving ;  and  it  is  to  be  la- 
mented,  that  the  author  of  a  very  spi- 
rited and  well-principled  satire*,  while 
describing  the  **  barren  and  dreary  de- 
^*  sert  of  the  fashionable  world/*  has 
neglected  to  mark  out  the  green  Oasisf 
ef  charity.  Perhaps  it  would  have 
been  false  candour  to  have  applied  the 
name  of  this  sublime  Christian  grace 
to  the  liberality  of  philanthropy ;  how- 
ever, as  even  that  indicates  some  rem- 
nant of  moral  feeling,  some  interrup- 

*  The  Fashionable  World  Displayed. 

f  This  term  is  used  by  modern  travellers  in 
North  Africa,  to  signify  those  spots  of  cultivation^ 
which  occasionally  diversify  the  immense  deserta 
that  lie  between  Barbary  and  Negro-land. 
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tion  of  the  frigid  cold  of  a  life  of  plea-' 
sure,  it  sliould  not  be  passed  over  with- 
out commendation,  tli«ugh  its  motives 
do  not  entitle  it  to  the  praise  of  reli- 
gious obedience. 

It  is  no  new  observation,  that  the 
extremes  of  society  are  unfkvourablc 
to  virtue.  Wise  Agur  formed  a  wish 
upon  this  head  three  thousand  years 
ago  *,  which  for  piety  and  prudence 
is  alike  entitled  to  everlasting  remem- 
brance. The  levity  and  dissipation 
of  the  middle  ranks  are  the  singular 
and  alarming  characteristicsof  the  pre- 
sent times.  A  dissolute  sensual  nobi- 
lity is  no  novelty.  It  is  also  upon  re- 
cord, that  the  lower  orders  in  these 
kingdoms  have  been  dissatisfied,  cla- 
morous, negligent  of  their  proper  du- 
ties, and  inclined  to  assume  political 

*  Prov.  XXX.  8. 
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supremacy.  But  the  middle  classes^ 
where  temperance,  diligence,  and  pro- 
priety used  to  reside,  the  favourite 
abode  of  rectitude,  good  sense,  and 
sound  piety,  have  undergone  a  change 
within  the  la^t  fifty  years  which  must 
startle  every  considerate  mind;  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  women,  either  as  to  the 
cause  or  the  cure,  it  presents  a  topic 
demanding  our  close  attention. 

Though  the  effects  of  commercial' 
prosperity  are  in  some  degree  gene- 
rally diffused  over  the  nation,  it  has* 
principalJy  affected  the  intermediate 
orders.  Successful  adventure,,  pro- 
fessional skill,  patient  diligence,  or 
laborious  industry,  often  bring  a  rapid 
increase  of  wealth  to  families  that 
have  not,  either  by  habit  or  education, 
been  taught  the  proper  use  of  it.  The 
, first  blessing  which  fortune  seems  to 
offer  to  an  ill-regulated  or  ill-informed 
mind  is  self-enjoyment^  the  second  is^ 
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distinction ;  hence  arise  luxurious 
inodes  of  living,  and  absurd  exhibitions 
of  grandeur.  It  would  be  well,  if  the 
consequences  of  these  errors  were  limit- 
ed to  what  inevitably  follows  extreme 
indulgence,  I  mean  disease  and  con- 
tempt ;  but  the  effects  are  rarely  con- 
fined to  the  faulty  individual.  The 
gains  of  su;»cessful  adventure  are  soon 
lost  by  a  reverse  of  fortune ;  the  sav- 
ings  of  diligence  and  industry  cannot 
•jsupply  the  waste  of  carelessness  and 
indolence;  the  profits  of  the  profes- 
sional man  die  with  him,  and  nothing 
remains  to  his  family  but  the  hoard 
which  frugality  reserved  in  the  hour 
of  prosperity.  Yet  if  people  so 
circumstanced  will  vie  in  expense 
with  hereditary  wealth,  \vhat  must  be 
the  consequence?  what  indeed,  but 
that  which  we  hourly  see,  in  bank* 
Tuptcies,  s'tricides,  helpless  widows  and 
destitute  orphans,  in  every  species  of 

nefarious 


16$ 

nefarious  fraud,  extortion,  and  swind- 
ling imposition ;  we  must  also  add, 
that  the  ruin  caused  by  this  rage  for 
luxury  and  sho^w  is  visible  in  the  mad- 
ness of  gaming-houses,  and  in  the  li- 
centious haunts  of  prostitution. 

Would  to  heaven  our  sex  could  be 
vindicated  from  the  heavy  censure  that 
miist  fall  upon  those' who,  to  purchase 
the  eclat  of  a  few  years,  not  the  happi- 
ness of  an  hour,  involve  themselves 
and  families  in  destruction !   An  im- 

r 

partial  review  of  living  manners  com- 
pels me  to  confess,  that  we  are  in  this 
point  often,  more  culpable  than  our 
weakly  indulgent  partners.  It  is  Eve 
who  again  intreats  Adam  to  eat  the 
foi'biddcn  fruit:  he  takes  it,  and  is  un- 
done. Men  in  this  rank  of  life  have 
generally  less  taste  than  women ;  they 
^re  amused  by  their  business  through 
the  day,  and  at  its  weary  close  they 
would  generally  be  contented  with  the 
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relaxation  which  their  own  families 
afforded,  if  those  families  were  social, 
domestic,  cheerful,  and  desirous  to  pro- 
mote their  amusement.  But  since  the 
potent  decree  of  fashion  determined  it 
to  be  unfit  for  the  wife  of  a  man  in  re^ 
putable  circumstances  to  employ  her- 
self in  domestic  arrangements,  or  use- 
ful needle-work,  time  has  proved  a 
severe  bulrden  to  people  who  are  desti- 
tute of  inclination  for  literature.  To 
relieve  themselves  from  a  load,  the 
weight  of  which  they  are  too  proud 
to  acknowledge,  they  have  felt  obliged 
to  mingle  with  what  is  called  the  world. 
Did  any  of  these  adventurous  dames 
consider  the  heavy  services  which  this 
association  requires,  did  they  fairly 
rate  the  fatigue,  the  perplexity,  the 
slavery  of  being  wry  genteel  upon  a 
limited  scale,  they  would  think  it  bet- 
ter to  prefer  a  plain  system  of  social 
comfort,  even  at  the  expense  of  that 
6  ridicule 
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ridicule  which,  I  lament  to  say,  such 
a   deviation   from  refinement   would 
incur.     Yet,  when  there  is  no  house- 
keeper in  the  spice-room,  nor  butler 
at  the  sideboard,  an  elegant  entertain- 
ment occasions  more  labour  and  per- 
plexity to  the  mistress  of  the  house, 
than  she  would  undergo  by  a  regular 
performance  of  services  highly  bene- 
ficial and  praiseworthy.  What  anxiety 
.is  ;there  that  ^e very  part  of  the  splen- 
did  repast  should  be  properly  selected, 
lnjell  dressed,  and  served  in  style !  What 
care  to  keep  the  every-day  garb  of 
family  economics  out  of  sight,  and  to 
convince  the  guests  that  this  is  the 
usual  style  of  living ;  though,  if  they 
credit  the  report,   it  must  only  con- 
firm their  suspicion  that  their  hostess 
is  actually   insane.      What    blushing 
confusion    do    these    i/ew?i- fashion  ists 
discover,   if  detected  in  any  employ- 
ment that  seems  to  indicate  a  little  re- 
maining 
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maining  regard  for  prudence  and  oeco» 
nomy  '  What  irregularity  and  incon* 
verience  must  the  family  experience 
clu"ii»g  the  djys  immediately  preceding 
the  gala !  vhat  irritation  of  temper, 
-what  nefrlect  of  children,  what  disre* 
gard  of  religious  and  social  offices ! 
And  for  what  is  all  this  sacrifice?  to 
procure  the  honour  of  being  talked  of; 
for  happiness,  or  even  comfort,  are 
rarely  expected  at  such  entertain- 
ments. Notwithstanding  all  due  pre- 
paration, something  goes  wrong,  ei- 
ther in  the  dinner  or  the  company. 
The  face  of  tlie  inviter  displays  mor- 
tification, instead  of  exultation  ;  and 
the  invited  disguise  the  sneer  of  ridi- 
cule under  t  he  fixv^d  simper  of  affected 
politeness.  Nor  let  the  giver  of  the 
feast  complain  of  disappointment.  She 
aimed  not  to  please,  but  to  dazzle;  not 
to  gratify  her  guests  by  the  cheerful 
hilarity  of  her  table,  but  to  announce 

her 
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her  own  superiority  in  taste  or  in  ex- 
,  pense.     When  the  hospitable  hostess 
spreads  her  plain  but  plentiful  board 
for  friendship  and  kindred,  for  those 
"whom  she  loves   or   respects,   those 
whom  she  seeks  to  oblige,  or  those  to 
whom  she  wishes  to  acknowledge  ob- 
ligation,   where  vanity   and  self  are 
kept  out  of  sight,  and  real  generosity 
seeks  no  higher  praise  than  that  of 
giving    a  sufficient  and  comfortable 
repast  with  a  pleasant  welcome,  afasti- 
tidious  observance  of  any  accidentar 
mistake,    or  trivial    error,   might  be 
justly  called  ill-nature  and  ingratitude; 
but   when  ostentation   summons  her 
myrmidons  to  behold  the  triumph,  let 
ridicule  join  the  party,  and  proclaim 
the  defeat. 

But  this  insatiable  monster,  a  rage 
for  distinction,    is  not  content  with 
spoiling  the  comforts  of  the  cheerful 
regale;    luxury  has  invented  a  pro- 
digious 
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digious  number  of  accommodatfons  lii 
the  department  of  moveables ;  and  the 
mistress  of  a  tiny  villa  at  Hackney,  or 
a  still  more  tiny  drawing-room  ia 
Crutched  Friars,  only  waits  to  know 
if  her  Grace  ha&  placed  them  in  her 
baronial  residence,  to  pronounce  that 
they  are  comforts  without  w^hich  no 
soul  can  exist.  Hence  it  becomes  an 
undertaking  of  no  little  skill,  to  con? 
duct  one's  person  through  an  lapart- 
ment  twelve  feet  square,  furnished  in 
style  by  a  hdy  of  tastCj  without  any 
injury  to  ourselves,  or  to  the  fauteuils, 
candelabras,  consoletables,  jardiniers, 
chiffoniers,  &c.  Should  we,  at  enter- 
ing the  apartment,  escape  the  work- 
boxes,  foot-stools,  and  cushions  for 
lapdogs,  our  debut  may  still  be  cele- 
brated by  the  overthrow  of  half  a 
dozen  top-gallant  screens,  as  many 
perfume  jars,  or  even  by  the  total  de- 
molition of  a  glass  cabinet  stuck  full 

of 
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of  stuffed  monsters.  By  an  inadvertent 
remove  of  our  chair  back>vards,  we 
may  thrust  it  through  the  paper  frame 
of  the  book-stand,  or  the  pyramidal 
flower-basket;  and  our  nearer  approach 
to  the  fire  is  barricadoed  by  nodding 
mandarines  and  branching  lustres.  It 
is  well,  if  the  height  of  the  apartment 
permits  us  to  glide  secure  under  the 
impending  danger  of  crystal  lamps, 
chandeliers,  and  gilt  bird-cages  inha- 
bited by  screaming  canaries.  An  at- 
tempt to  walk  would  be  too  presump- 
tuous, amidst  the  opposition  of  a  host 
of  working-tables,  sofas,  rout  chairs, 
and  ottomans.  To  return  from  a  visit 
of  this  description  M^ithout  having 
committed  or  suffered diwy  depredation, 
is  an  event  almost  similar  to  the  famous 
expedition  of  the  Argonauts.  The  fair 
mistress,  indeed,  generally  officiates  as 
pilot ;  and  by  observing  how  she  folds 

or 
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or  unfurls  her  redundant  train,  and  en- 
larges or  contracts  the  waving  of  her 
plumes,  one  may  practise  the  dilating 
or  diminishing  graces  according  to  the 
most  exact  rules  of  geometrical  pro- 
portion ;  happy  if  we  can  steal  a  mo- 
pientfrom  the  circumspection  that  our 

■ 

arduous  situation  requires,  to  admire 
the  quantity  of  pretty  things  which 
are  collected  together,  and  inquire  if 
they  are  really  of  any  use. 
.    Dress  is  such  an  important  subject 
to  women,  that  I  must  claim  permissioa 
to  refer  to  it  frequently.     Two  chief 
ends  seem  to  be  pursued  by  those  who 
imitate  the  great  in  this  particular? 
namely,    that    it   should    show   their 
wealth,  and  proclaim  their  uselessness. 
When  the  cost  of  a  gown  excels  the 
countess's,  ^vhich  it  resembles  in  shape, 
the  wearer  feels  an  immense  satisfac- 
tion, no  matter  though  her  dress  be 

but; 
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but  a  publication  of  her  vulgar  man-* 
ners;  elegance  is,  in  her  opinion,  a 
saleable  commodity;  she  has  thq  dra- 
per's bill  in  her  pocket  (I  hope  with  a 
receipt  to  it),  and  she  knows  that  she 
is  better  dressed  than  her  ladyship  by 
$fteen^  shillings  a  yard.  It  may,  how- 
ever, happen,  that  deficiency  in  cash 
pr  credit  may  limit  the  taste  of  the 
fashionist  to  the  meer  vamping  up  and 
remodelling  her  old  wardrobe;  but,  as 
an  exact  copy  would  argue  a  very  little 
:90ul^  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  cari- 
cature the  mode,  and  to  exhibit  in  full 
extravagance  that  which,  when  really 
modified  by  taste  and  worn  with  pro- 
priety, was  graceful  and  becomitsg. 
{lither  way  the  wearer  announces  her 
intention  of  not  being  mistaken  for  the 
drudge  of  patient  utility.  The  flow  of 
her  drapery,  the  slight  texture  of  her 
attire,  the  tasteful  arrangement  of  her 
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tfesses,  and  the  studiously  inconvcf- 
nient  situation  of  her  oniamet)ts,*pr(>* 
claim  an  airy  sylph,  a  Grecian  nymph,- 
a  *'  mincing  mammet,"  or,  to  speak  in 
her  own  language,  a  very  fine  lady : 
they  cannot  possibly  denote  the  indus-- 
trious  housewife,  or  the  help-mate  of 
man.       "  * 

The  pursuits  of  this  lums  natnrtt^ 
this  creature  formed  to  feed  on  the 
toils  of  industry,  consist  of  laborious 
idleness.     As,  after  all  her  exertions^' 
her  situation  in  life  does  not  allow 
her  being  genteel  in  everj/  thing,  par- 
simonious oeconomy  and  heedless  ex-' 
pense  take  their  turn.  To  be  as  smart, 
not  as  her  equals,  but  as  her  superiors, 
it  becomes  necessary  that  she  should? 
excel  in  contrivance;  I  do  not  mean, 
in  that  prudent  forethought,   which 
enables  a  good  wife  to  proportion  tha 
family  expenditure  by  the  regular  or- 
der 
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der  of  necessities^  comforts,  conve- 
niences,  and  superfluities :    this  gra* 
dajtion  must  be  reversed,  and  super* 
fluities;  take  the  lead.     French  wines 
may  be  introduced  on  great  occasions, 
by  a  daily  retrenchment  of  small  beer; 
an.d  wax-lights  may  be  had  for  routs, 
by  limiting  the  number  of  kitchen 
candles.     If  her  husband  and  children 
dine. on  hashed  mutton,  she  can  pro- 
vide ices  in  the  evening;  and  by  leav- 
ing their  bed:chambers   comfortless 
and  inconvenient,  she  can  afford  more 
4rapery  fbr  the  drawing-room.    Even 
iWhite  morning  dresses  will  not  be  so 
v^ry  expensive,  provided  you  are  ex- 
pert in  haggling  with  the  washer- wo- 
man, and  do  not  dislike  being  dirty 
when  you  are  invisible;    and  if  you 
know  cheap  shops,  and  the  art  of  driv- 
ing bargains,  you  may  even  save  mo- 
ney by  making  useless  purchases.  New 
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modelling  yourhousehold  and  personal 
ornaments  is,  I  grant,  an  indispensable 
duty;  for  no  one  can  appear  three 
times  in  the  same  gown,  or  have  six 
parties  without  one  additional  vandykfe 
or  festoon  to  the  window-curtains; 
These  employments  will  therefore  oc^ 
cupy  your  mornings  till  the  hour  of 
visiting  arrives ;  then  you  must  take 
care  to  dismiss  the  bed -gown  and  work*- 
bag,  and^  having  crammed  every  thing 
ungenteel  out  of  sight,  assume  the  airt 
of  that  happy  creature  who  has  nothing 
in  the  world  to  do,  and  nothing  >tO 
think  of  but  killing  time.  Fashions 
are  now  to  be  discussed,  public  places 
criticised,  shopping  schemes  adjusted, 
and  evening  parties  fixed.  After  your 
morning  ramble,  you  will  just  get  time 
to  treat  your  own  family  with  a  little 
of  that  spleen  and  chagrin  which  hat^e 
been  excited  by  your  having  seen  ah 

acquaintance 
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acquaintance  in  her  carriage  while  you 
were  still  compelled  to  be  on  foot,  or 
by  having  met  one  better  dressed  than 
yourself,  whose  husband  'cannot  half 
so  well  afford  it.  You  must,  in  com- 
pliance withthepressureof  time,  hurry 
over  the  business  of  the  toilette ;  and 
if  during  the  remainder  of  the  even- 
J^gf  y^^  ^re  not  quite  in  so  great  a 
cjrowd  as  a  duchess,  you  may  at  least 
console  yourself  with  the  considera- 
tion that  you  are  as  useless  to  your 
family, 

My  de^^r  young  friend  will  smile 
when  I  add,  that  our  second-rate  la- 
dies plead  that  they  undergo  all  this 
from  motives  of  conjugal  duty  and  ma 
temal  affection.  It  is  necessary,  they 
say  to  keep  up  connections ;  their 
husband's  credit  depends  upon  their 
appearance  ;  nobody  notices  them  if 
they  do  not  live  like  other  people ;  or 

perhaps 
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perhaps  the  good  man  himself  insists 
upon  their  being  very  smart  and  living 
in  style.    When  this  latter  excuse  hap- 
pens to  be  the  fact,  mc  certainly musl 
seem  to  sail  with  the  stream ;  but  th( 
plans  of  expense  which  we  dare  nol 
openly  oppose,  aregard  to  our  children, 
and  indeed  self-love,  should  induce 
to  counteract  gradually.      Vanity  ii 
rarely  a  prevailing  feature  in  a  man'f 
character;    men  sometimes,   indeedj 
choose  that  their  wives  should  be  gaily" 
adorned,  and  hurried  through  a  round. — 
of  amusements,  because  they  are  theii 
property;  but  much  oftener  they  da 
this  out  of  gallantry,   with  a  view  to» 
gratify  them,  and  by  way  of  showing- 
them  their  attachment.     In  the  latter 
case,  it  is  very  possible  to  decline,  with 
affection  and  steadiness,  every  expen- 
sive  attention   which  prudence   dis- 
approves;  and   in    the   former,    this 
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mania  of  unconjugal  ostentation  mhy 
be  checked,  by  appearing  rather  to 
endure  than  to  enjoy  the  exhibition. 
Men  are  far  more  sensual  than  vain ; 
they  are  less  influenced  by  general 
opinion,  and  less  affected  by  petty  de* 
traction.  The  passion  of  self-indul« 
gence  leads  them  into  expensive  habits. 
Disdaining  the  fictitious  happiness 
which  depends  upon  the  breath  of 
others,  dissipated  men  pursue  what 
they  call  substantial  bliss.  They 
know  that  the  club  will  at  least  for  aa 
hour  exclude  sorrow  and  ensure  gai« 
ety.  The  circulating  glass  has  with 
them  the  united  properties  of  Lethe 
and  Hdicon.  To  a  man  of  this  east, 
the*  society  of  his  wife  and  children  is 
vapid,  or  at  least  not  sufficiently 
poignant  to  be  long  entertaining.  If 
his  tavern-engagements  can  be  coun- 
teracted  by  a  W6ll*drested  dinner,  and 
vou  i«  I  a  few 
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a  few  cheerful  friends  at  borne,  a  vo* 
man  is  justified  in  resorting  to  theao 
zneasures,  by  way  of  weaning  himfrom 
bis  more  dangerous  propensities;  even 
though  she  should  be  obliged  to  sacri- 
fice those  pure  domestic  pleasures, 
which  happy  wedlock  affords  those  peo- 
ple whose  fortunes  are  equal  to  their 
vants ; 

''  An  elegant  snfficienqr,  cootenty 
"  RetiremeDt,  rural  ^niet,  friendship,  book% 
'^  Ease  and  alternate  laboor,  useful  lifej 
"  Progressive  virtue,  and  approfing  heaven** 

i  cannot  admit  the  generally-received 
excuse,  that  convivial  meetings  and 
tavern  associations  are  promoters  of 
busiuess ;  because  I  have  known  men 
transact  a  great  deal,  and  even  ri30 
from  low  life  to  opulence,  by  means  of 
an  established  character  for  probi^, 
integrity,  and  sobriety.  The  g^eral 
habits  of  the  superior  part  of  the  met* 
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catitile  world  confirm  my  opinion. 
But,  granting  that  tlie  convenience  of 
driving  a  bargain,  or  forcing  trade, 
may  withdraw  the  husband  from  the 
domestic  circle,  the  dissipation  of  the 
wife  is  left  without  excuse.  The  craft 
of  deceiving  by  false  appearances  is 
followed  by  too  many,  to  be  a  pro- 
fitable speculation  any  longer;  and 
wealthy  people,  whom  it  is  desirable 
to  make  dupes,  are  much  sooner  in- 
duced to  trust  a  man  by  the  appear- 
ance of  order  and  oeconomy  in  his 
family,  than  by  hearing  that  it  is  the 
gayest  in  the  street ;  which  cautious 
traders  often  think  is  the  surest  omen 
of  approachinjg  bankruptcy.  Nor  is 
the  wisdom  of  the' mother  more  appa- 
rent than  that  of  the  wife,  in  thus  cul^ 
'  ftvating  taste  at  the  expense  of  pro- 
priety ,*  from  a  design  of  procuring  re- 
8^6cta'Wc  connexions  for  her  daughter; 
'•■1  1 9^  which 
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xi'liich  intention  is  almost  sure  to  be 
frustrated  by  one  circumstance:  every 
body  is  embarking  in  the  same  traffic; 
and  the  market  is  so  full  of  well- 
dressed  spinsters,  who  are  adepts  in, 
the  art  of  spending  money,  that  if  our 
laws  permitted  the  same  plurality  of 
wives  to  men  of  fortune  as  the  Koran 
sanctions,  still  many  an  elegant  belle 
would  be  in  want  of  a  good  establish^, 
pient.  The  nymphs  of  modem  times, 
who  spend  their  days  in  music  and 
dancing,  differ  much  from  the  ancient 
heroines  of  pastoral  and  romance;  for 
these  latter,  if  they  fed  at  all,  subsisted 
upon  the  wild  productions  of  groyes 
and  meads,  quaffed  the  limpid  stream^ 
and  reposed  under  umbrageous  trees ; 
so  that  they  really  were  very  cha^ 
companions.  But  now,  ornaments  are 
no  longercomposed  of  natural  flowers, 
unless,  like  I^tdy  Teazle,  the  fair  one 

puT- 
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purchases  roses  at  Christmas.  Pene- 
lope (except  we  seek  for  her  in  the 
circle  of  royalty)  cannot  fabricate  a 
vest  for  her  son  or  sire;  and  even 
**  white-handed  Phyllis  "  disdains  "to 
^'  dress  herbs  and  other  country  messes 

f 

"for  Corydon  and  Thyrsis;"  and  in- 
deed I  much  fear  that  those  gentle* 
men  would  no  longer  find  them  "  sa- 
voury." The  rich  ^udgeoni  for  whom 
portionless  elegance  drops  such  nu*- 
merdus  baits,  often  possesses  that  most 
fingallant  acquirement,  arithmetic ; 
and,  having  discovered  that  a  dower- 
less  wife  will  have  the  same  conjugal 
anxiety  to  support  his  pecuniary  re- 
putation, seems  inclined  to  ally  him- 
self to  a  gold-fish.  Compassionating 
the  claims  of  those  numerous  young 
women,  who  found  their  expectation 
of  being  supported  on  their  total  in- 
ability of  helping  themselves,  I  would 

1 3  advise, 
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flr<lvTs«,  by  )ray  of  experfment,  that 
some  few  mothers  would  show  a  wish 
of  furnishing  the  ne^xt  generation  with 
wives,  by  eultivating  those  qualities. ii^ 
their  daughters  which  will  prevent 
them  from  being  converted  into  viis^ 
tresses.  Diffidence,  frugality,  and 
industry,  are  indeed  quite  out;  but, 
for  that  very  reason  they  will  certainly^ 
be  stared  at,  and  may  give  their  po&«» 
sessor  that  notoriety,  which  thosc^  who 
only  herd  with  a  crowd  never  can  ob*^ 
tain ;  apd  it  is  even  possible  that  some 
whimsical  humouristmay  take  a  fancy 
to  such  vulgarity,  and,  remembering 
his  old  grandmother's  proverb,  msty: 
overlook  the  want  of  fortune  with  a 
wife,  when  there  appears  to  be  some- 
thing in  her  which  promises  to  wear 
well.  I  grant  that  such  a  man  must, 
be  a  quiz;  yet  quizzes  have  made  good, 
husbands ;   at  least,  it  is  better  to  be 

the 
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the  wife  of  sueh  a  one^  than  to  be  eter- 
nally transforming  an  old  tambour 
muslin  into  fresh  nets  to  entangle  a 
Titus  or'a  Brutus,  who,  being  himself 
upon  his  preferment,  perfectly  under* 
stands  the  mystery  o^  entrapment. 

I  can  no  longer  support  a  strain  of 
irony.  My  soul  is.moved  to  the  live- 
liest indignation,  and  keenest  sorrow, 
at  the  wilful  degradation  of  my  sex^ 
With  what  propriety  do  we  complaia 
of  the  state  of  dependence  in  which 
God  and  the  laws  of  our  country  have 
placed  us,  when  we  render  ourselves 
infinitely  more  helpless,  more  desti-r 
tttte  (shall  we  not  say  more  servile  and 
despicable?)  by  deserting  our  proper 
sphere,  by  neglecting  the  useful  du- 
ties that  we  might  perform,  by  sacri- 
ficing the  interest  and  the  aiffections  of 
pur  families,  not  to  be  even  an  object 
of  admiration,,  distinguished  for  ele- 

X  4  gant 


176 

gant  frivolity  and  expcosi^e  nothing- 
ntss ;  but  for  the  sake  of  starting  in 
a  crowd  to  run  the  raee  of  tolly,  of 
echoing  a  forged  tale  of  happiness  and 
splendor,  which  has  been  too  often 
told  to  be  even  specious  ?  For  let  mt 
once  again  repeat  the  often-urged  fac^ 
dissipation,  finery,  and  extravagane^ 
are  too  frtqutmt  to  attract  attemimL 
Even  if  you  strain  the  bursting  nerves 
of  credit,  and  not  only  squander  ercijj^ 
shilling  of  your  children's  properQry 
but  ruin  every  one  whom  you  ean 
ensnare,  some  rival,  equally  unprincK 
pled,  but  better  situated,  will  outshine 
you.  Could  these  poor  slaves  of  va« 
nity,  who  judge  by  the  supposed  opU 
nion  of  the  world,  hear  the  contemp* 
tuous  sarcasms  which  this  unsuitable 
parade  and  expense  excite  from  those 
whom  they  attempt  to  propitiate,  it  is 
possiblethatthedreadofridiculemight 

prove 
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prove  a  more  powerful  restraint^  than 
the  reproachful  tears  of  their  ruined 
offspring,  and  the  curses  of  their  cre« 
ditors.  In  the  higher  circles,  a  more 
costly  dress  than  the  occasion  requires 
is  considered  as  an  indelible  proof  of 
vulgarity ;  the  grandeur  of  the  lady's 
paraphernalia  is  contrasted  with  the 
pettiness  of  her  attendant  lacquey,  the  \ 
ahabbiness  of  her  buggy,  or  the  lean----' 
ness  of  her  laborious  Rozinante ;  and 
the  suitability  of  the  tout  ensemble 
must  be  arranged  with  no  common 
akill,  if  it  escapes  the  prying  glance 
of  piqued  superiority.  An  uncommon 
assemblage  of  feathers,  a  treble  accu* 
mulation  of  train,  a  double  row  of 
plaited  Valenciennes,  or  a  sleeve  de- 
corated till  it  reminds  one  c^  Petru- 
cbio's  whimsical  description*,  us  in- 

« «<  What !  upaDddown,canr*d  like  an  apple-tart^ 
^  With  snip,  and  nip,  and  cut." 

J  5  disputably 
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disputably  announce  the  entry  of  Mmcr 
would-be  fine  lady  to  a  well-bred  as^ 
sembly,  as  a  copper  complexion  doe* 
a  native  Amcrhran  to  the  CauadiaD 
settlers.;  and  the  company  wait,  with 
\      the  noncHaianee  of  good  breeding,  tilt 
some  cockney  misapplfcation  of  tha 
W,  or  provincial  inversion  of  the  aspf* 
rate^  determines  the  stranger's  trib^ 
and  latitude.     For  \tt  it  not  be  sup-*^ 
posed,  that  the  propensity  to  appear 
what  we  are  nat  is  limited  ta  crowded 
cities  :  few  retirements  are  so  seques-r 
tered,  as  to  prevent  their  being  ex** 
plored  by  the  vrsitationsof  thisosten-* 
tatious' passion  fotsakable  refiiiement;' 
The  village  madam  hopes  her  showy 
array,  and  fastidious- scrupulosity^wilL 
convince  you  that  her  husband  ca»*- 
not  be  a  fermer ;    and,  at  the  peril  of' 
a  brisk  retort,  you  must  forbear  Jo^ 
insinuate  to  the  market-town  elegante^ 
that  sbe  may  be  wanted  in  the  shop. 

They 
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Tljey  suppose  that  it  is  very  vulgar  to 
be  thought  useful ;  and  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  an  honest  avocation  is 
to  thenj  a  reproach.  Yet,  though, 
vealth  and  commerce  have  rendered 
the  ea'ternals  of  the  gentlewoman  so 
attainable,  that  she  is  no  longer  to  be 
distinguished  by  her  habit;  it  is  left 
to  more  patient  and  less  prosperous 
times  to  transcribe  the  complaisance,^ 
affability,  condescending  attention  to 
the  claims  of  others,  love,,  of  propri- 
ety,  and  regard  for  decorum,  which 
are  the  essentials  of  this  desired  dis- 
tinction :  the  adoption  of  these  latter 
qualities  is  too  arduous  an  undertake 
ing,  and  recjuires  too  many  privations. 
Rudeness  of  habit  is  soon  cast  aside, 
rudeness  of  manner  is  riioro  adhesive. 
The  country  lass  doffi^  the  former  at 
the  dress  maker's,  where  she  leaves 
ker  :Fed  cloak  and  her  hHmility ;  but 
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she  is  infinitely  too  much  delighted 
yyith  her  transformation,  to  suppose 
respect  to  superiors,  or  civility  to 
equals,  can  be  necessary,  now  that 
the  Miss  Stitchwells  have  pronounced 
her  quite  another  thing.     Is  there,  my 

dear  Miss  M ,  a  more  disgustin 

produce  than  insolence  engrafted  o 
awkwardness  ?  or  are  any  airs  so  ridi- 
culous, as  those  which  are  assumed  b 
purse-proud  ignorance? 

Your  excellent  mother  filled  a  si 
tuation  in  life  too  decidedly  respects- 
able  to  derive  any  real  elevation  from 
attempting  to  outstep  the  modesty  o 
nature.     Her  good  sense  taught  her 
both  to  perceive  and  preserve  its  ad- 
vantages.    I  enjoy  a  soothing  grati- 
fication from  reflecting,  that  as,  by 
avoiding  the  extremes  of  parsimony 
and  extravagance,  she  gave  an  exam- 
ple of  prudence  to  people  of  her  own 

rank ; 
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rank ;  so  the  wisdom  of  t)lk  maxlmf 
by  which  she  governed  her  conduct 
was  generally  useful.  When  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times  presented  those 
claims  to  which  country  gentlemen 
are  especially  exposed,  she  did  not 
plead  public  exigency  as  a  reason  for 
restraining  private  benevolence;  nor 
did  she  make  her  domestics  misera- 
,  ble  by  penurious  restrictions.  "  The 
"  world,"  she  observed,  **  will  always 
"  allow  you  to  spare  from  yourself. 
**  If  you  never  attempt  to  outshine 
*'  your  neighbours,  they  will  pardon 
*'  your  old  gown,  and  permit  you  to 
**  stay  at  home  unquestioned.'*  By 
limiting  our  wardrobe,  or  giving  up 
an  excursion,  it  is  possible  to  avoid 
the  censure  of  being  mean,  and  the 
pain  of  knowing  that  we  embarrass 
our  husband's  affairs.  * 

It  is  worth  considering,   at  how 

inuch 
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♦)uch  le*  expense  of  time,  fortiiniei 
and  comfort  you  may  purchase  the* 
reputation  of  solid,  than  you  can  of 
brilliant  qualities,  provided  you  are 
contented  with  being  a  good  plain 
character ;  for  few  are  inelined  to  con- 
test the  right  of  a  claimant  to  that 
distinction.  I  do  not  a<lvise  you  to* 
gain  it  by  struggling  against  the  tar-* 
rent,  but  by  getting  out  of  its  way, 
and  suffering  it  to  glide  quietly  by  your 
If  the  attention  of  your  superiors  be  ^ 
the  object  at  which  you  aim,  this  is 
the  surest  way  to  obtain  it;  for,  to 
return  to  the  observations  of  my  de-- 
ceased  monitor,  "though  every  rank 
♦*  in  life  has  pressed  into  the  station: 
**  immediately  preceding,  none  seem 
^*  conscious  of  their  own  advancement^ 
**  while  all  are  piqued  at  the  exalta* 
•♦tion  of  their  inferiors/'  The  cler-. 
gyman's  daughters  will  express  mucli: 
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indignation  that  the  Misses  Flamba-' 
rough  have  imitated  their  Sunday  hat^ 
at  the  very  mament  that  they  arc  fa- 
bricating a  head-dresS'  resembling 
what  the  baronet's  lady  wore  at  the 
last  county  assembly.  It  is  in  vain, 
therefore^  to  rush  forward  with  preci-* 
pitation;  our  superior*  will  only  suffer 
us  to  overtake  them  for  one  moment;, 
and  then,  with  a  smile  of  contempt^ 
they  will  vault  on  a  higher  eminence, 
wh^re  you  must  try  to  perch  beside 
them,  or  else  be  thrown  down  by  the 
crowd  of  jostling  inferiors,  who  are 
pressing  hard  upon  you.  To  step 
aside  is  the  only  wise  method ;  and,^ 
to  be  convinced  of  the  absolute  ne-. 
cessity  for  our  so  doing,  let  us  for  a 
moment  turn  our  eyes  on  the  lower 
orders  of  society.  Our  attention  shall 
be  first  directed  to  that  with  which 
ve  are  most  connected,  domestic  ser- 

vantd^ 
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vaiits.  What  is  their  appearance; 
what  are  their  pursuits  ;  what,  gene- 
rally speaking,  is  their  moral  charac* 
tcr  ?  Tlie  propensity  to  appear  what 
they  are  not,  has  operated  so  strongly 
in  this  class,  that  few  mistresses,  how- 
ever i)esotted  themselves,  can  refrain 
from  complaining  of  its  ill'  effects; 
and  it  is  impossible  to  go  into  a  mixed 
company,  without  being  assailed  with 
narratives  of  the  extravagance,  igno* 
ranee,  folly,  and  finery  of  maid-8er* 
vants.  Yet,  to  say  that  they  only 
faithfully  copy  the  examples  which 
are  set  before  them,  would  not  (ge- 
nerally speaking)  be  too  severe  an 
answer.  But  this  subject  must  be 
reserved  for  future  discussion*. 

We  have  seen,  that  no  speculative 
advantages  can  accrue  either  to  our 
husbands^  or  our  daughters^  by  our 

*  Sec  Letter  XlVth. 
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extravagance.  Suppose  we  now  esti- 
mate the  pleasure  really  enjoyed  by  a 
woman  who  devotes  herself  to  expen- 
sive gratifications,  who  wears  the  most 
elegant  dress,  gives  the  mostsumptu- 
piis  entertainments,  goes  every  where, 
and  sees  all  that  is  to  be  seen.  I 
^low  that  the  being  thus  occupied 
most  be  too  much  devoted  to  self- 
qqJD^etit  to  feel  anxious  about  her 
deMited  family ;  to  care  whether  her 
children  tre  brutes,  idiots,  or  cripples, 
further  than  as.  they  affect  herself;  to 
be  solicitmit  how  her  husband  amuses 
himself  in  her  absence ;  to  shrink  at 
the  apprehension  of  the  carelessness 
or  the  dishonesty  of  her  servants ;  or 
to  ntiind  having  her  morning  slumbers 
broken  by  a  levee  of  clamorous  duus. 
We  may  deny  that  she  ever  attains 
what  she  pursues,  pleasure;  and  our 
proof  of  this  assertion  is  derived  from 
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the  palling  effect  of  satiety  oft  tli^ 
physical  constitution  of  our  bodies^ 
and  from  the  certain  fact,  that  plea--- 
sure  ever  flies  away  the  fastest  when 
it  is  most  eagerly  pursued.    The  ra-^ 
tional  dame,  who  spares  one  evening 
in  the  week  from  domestic  occupation v 
will  enjoy  a  lively  party,  a  weli-actect 
play,  a  concert,  or  a  ball     She  willk 
feel  the  force  of  contrast;  and  cverjr 
agreeable  incident  will  be  engraven 
on  her  memory,  for  the  purpose  o^ 
amusing  the  beloved  group,  who  will 
crowd  around  her  next  morning,  to 
inquire  the  history  of  the  gay  evening. 
She  has  a  still  greater  chance  of  being 
gratified,  as  she  will  enter  the  festal 
&cene  with  spirits  undepressed  by  that 
load  of  bodily  debility  which  sleepless 
nights  and  listless  days  must  occasion; 
beside,  amusement  is  not  the  business 
of  her  life;   and  if  what  she  enters 

into 
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into  falls  short  of  her  expectation,  it 
is  but  a  petty  disappointment,  and  she 
has  other  resources. 

**  The  sleep  of  the  labouring  man 
**  is  sweet,'*  says  the  inspired  penman; 
and  surely  nothing  is  so  delightful,  as^ 
after  a  day  spent  in  the  peaceful  exer- 
cise of  some  honest  calling,  to  sink 
upon  our  pillows,  conscious  of  well- 
meant  endeavours,  and  confiding  in 
that  God  who  has  promised  to  accept 
them*  Fatigue  of  this  kind  never  in- 
jures the  animal  frame ;  it  is  repaired 
by  rest  and  refreshment;  and  the 
marning,  which  renews  the  ^eman^if  for. 
exertion,  revives  the  power  of  com- 
pliance. The  fatigue  which  arises 
from  excessive  dissipation  is  of  ano- 
ther description.  The  exhausted  body 
haslosttheability  of  revivification ;  the 
clamour  of  music,  the  clasking  of  car- 
riages, assail  its  feverish  slumbers  ; 

the 
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the  mazes  o£  the  dance,  and  the  glare 
of  theatrical  scenery,  still  flit  before, 
the  frequently  unclosed  eyes;  the  pas*- 
sions  are  not  yet  calm  in  the  throb* 
bing  bosom ;  envy  enumerates  the  or- 
naments of  a  rival,  and  chagrin  dwells 
upon  the  slight  curtsey  of  an  opulent 
acquaintance.  The  votary  of  plea- 
sure rises  unrefreshed,  and  a  listless 
yawning  morning  is  the  penalty  whick 
she  must  pay  to  nature  for  having^ 
forced  her  beyond  her  ability.  These' 
are  the  moments  that  engender  spleen;, 
the  dissatisfaction  that  she  feds  is 
averted  from  herself,  on  whom  it  ought 
to  fall;  but,  as  she  really  is  unhappy,' 
it  must  fix  somewhere.  Very  pro- 
babFy,  she  will  discover  that  her  even-^ 
ing's  chagrin  was  owing  to  her  but* 
band,  who  either  looked  as  if  he  did 
not  wish  her  to  go  out,  or  prevented 
her  making  a  more  pleasant  party,  or 
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restrained  her  expenses,  or  dropped 
some  harsh  expression  which  broke 
her  spirits,  always  meek  and  tenderly 
sensitive.  Perhaps  the  children  are 
troublesome,  cross,  humoursome,  and 
want  more  attention  than  she  has 
leisure  to  give  them;  or  perhaps 
the  French  governess  may  be  neg«^ 
ligent,  the  abigail  impertinent^  or 
the  cook  tipsey.  It  is  happy  when 
the  diiease  fixes  in  some  remote  part, 
aad  only  prompts  the  sufferer  to  treat 
her  fiunily  with  a  detail  of  the  cruel 
unge  that  she  has  undergone ;  and  a 
^tbetic  explanation  of  the  extreme 
luurdship,  that  she,  who  has  such  a 
relbih  for  pleasure,  should  never  be 
permitted  to  taste  it  Mistaken  crea- 
ture !  who  told  thee  that  this  World 
was  made  for  butterflies  ?  Call  me  not 
too  severe,  nor  suppose  that  I  over- 
divge  the  portrait.  I  know  the  de« 
7  pravity 
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pravity  of  the  human  heart  too  well 
(shall  I  own  too  experimentally  ?)  not 
to  be  convinced  that  thev  who  have 
no  time  for  self-consideration,  and  re- 
ligious communing,  may  be  esteemed 
fortunate  if  they  do  not  fall  into  still 
grosser  faults  and  misfortunes. 

To  descend  a  little  from  the  line  of 
society  that  we  have  been  considering: 
I  have  often  contemplated  the  good 
city  pair,  who  set  out  for  their  box  ill 
the  country  on  Saturday  night/ and 
return  time  enough  to  open  shop  on 
Monday  morning.  We  rustics  riiight 
Suppose,  that  after  the  fatfguc  6f  she 
days  they  would  look  forward  to  tfed 
sabbatical  rest  with  ecstacy ;  and' that 
their  purpose  for  going  into  the  coufi* 
try  was  to  enjoy  the  heavenly  blessingsr 
of  reflection  and  devotion  in  retire 
nient.  Quite  the  reverse:  their inteli- 
tion  is  to  have  a  party  of  friends.    The 
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travelling  vehicle  is  laden  with  provi- 
sions; and  though  the  mistress  of  the 
**  snug  retreat "  arrives  at  it  late  and 
weary,  she  must  unpack  her  plate, 
dust  her  china,  and  arrange  her  des- 
sert that  evening.  A  little  indulgence 
next  morning  would  be  excusable, 
provided  the  family  were  in  readiness 
to  perform  the  appropriate  duties  of 
the  Sabbath  ;  but,  unhappily,  there  is 
a  mjultiplicity  of  reasons  to  prevent 
this  observance.  The  church  is  a  long 
way  off;  it  is  cold  and  damp;  the  pew 
is  in  an  obscure  corner ;  the  weather 
iji  suspicious,  and  a  shower  would 
destroy  the  patent  net  mantle ;  or 
perhaps  (which  is  a  still  more  insur- 
mountable difficulty)  the  patent  net 
mantle  was  left  in  London.  The 
kitchen  too  now  begins  to  give 
*'  dreadful  note  of  preparation;"  not 
from  **  armourers  accomplishing  the 
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knights/'  but  from  the  shop^maid's 
chopping  force-meat,  the  apprentice's 
cleaning  knives,  and  the  journeyman's 
receiving  a  practical  lesson  in  the  art 
of  waiting  at  table.  For,  do  not  sup- 
pose that  the  entertainment  is  to  be 
merely  comfortable  and  sociaL  No ; 
it  is  to  be  a  display,  a  set  out,  and  as 
much  intended  to  elevate  aad  surprise 
asaGrosvenor-squaregala.  Certainly 
it  is  foHunate,  that  the  legislature  still 
prohibits  opening  shop  of  a  Sunday; 
as  but  for  this  remission  of  worldly 
toil,  many  people  would  be  obliged  to 
leave  the  garden  of  taste  quite  uncul-^ 
tivated.  The  company  at  length  ar- 
rive; they  admire  the  furniture,  praise 
the  garden,  and  declare  their  intention 
of  coming  very  often  ;  for  it  is  so  de- 
lightful to  be  out  of  the  smoke  of 
London.  Dinner  is  now  served ;  and 
then  "  they  eat,  they  drink,"  but  pro- 
bably 
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bably  not  *•  in  communion  Iswcet/'  nor 
do  they  "  quaff  immortality  and  joy/' 
because  they  neglect  to  visit  the  fount 
inhere  those  blessings  are  dispensed. 
Surely,  if  it  were  not  for  being  a  little 
ia  the  fashion,  a  quiet  domestic  reli- 
gious Sunday  would  be  quite  as  com- 
fortable. "  But  I  betray  my  ignorance 
in  using  this  term:  comfort  is  abjured 
by  all  who  enlist  in  the  ranks  of  va- 
nity; and  as,  among  the  high  ton,  the 
eclat  of  the  f&te  depends  upon  the 
violence  of  the  squeeze  ;  so,  among 
second  ton,  the  prodigiousness  of  the 
preceding  fuss  determines  the  plea- 
sure that  your  visitors  are  to  give  you. 
One  morning's  trouble  would  be 
enough  for  a  common-councilman's 
wife ;  but  who  would  mind  being  per- 
plexed in  the  extreme  for  a  whole 
week,  provided  one  could  say  tliat  we 
VOL.  I.  K  gftvc 
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gave  a  dinner  to  Alderman  Marrowfat, 
and  a// his  family. 

Permit  me  to  attend  to  an  apology 
which  is  often  made  for  this  style  of 
gentility;  I  mean^  that  it  is  patriotic; 
though,  in  refuting  this  pretence,  I 
may  deviate  a  little  from  the  pre- 
scribed bounds  of  female  authorship- 
It  is  allowed,  that  fine  ladies  of  all 
descriptions  are  nuisances  in  their  owii; 
families  ;  but  then  it  is  said  they  are. 
public  benefits ;  they  force  trade,  pro- 
mote the   circulation  of   cash,    and. 
reward   the    ingenuity    of  manufac- 
turers.    To  preserve  the  metaphor, 
whatever  is  forced  must  be  proporr 
tionably  delicate  and  hazardous.     If; 
luxury,    by   becoming  universal,  in- 
creases the  wealth  of  the  community, 
the  artificial  wants  of  each  individual 
are  also  multiplied;    and  though  the 

merchant 


195 

merchant  receives  more  for  his  com* 
modities^  the  demands  of  his  family, 
and  the  frequent  insolvency  of  his 
conB:exions9  leave  him  in  a  worse  situ- 
ation, than  when  frugality  and  moral 
honesty  were  inore  prevalent.   Those, 
indeed,  are  the  solid  pillars  upon  which 
trade  must  rest;  remove  them,  and  its 
destruction  is  inevitable.  The  maxim, 
that  private  vices  are  public  benefits, 
has    sunk  into    contempt^    with   the 
deist*  who  endeavoured  to  establish  it* 
All  civilized  states  have  agreed  in 
cherishing    those  *  privileged    orders 
whose  rank  or  wealth  made  them  the 
proper  patrons  of  learning  and  the  fitie 
arts,  and  the  encouragers  of  all  the 
happy  efforts  of  mechanical  industry. 
From    persons    thus   circumstanced, 
society  demands  munificence,  splen* 

*  Mandeville. 
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clour,  and  hospitality.  Liberality,  ele- 
gance, and  refinement,  are  the  required 
characteristics  of  their  immediate  in- 
V  fcriors.  The  third  degree  should  be 
contented  to  be  distinguished  by  be- 
nevolence, ccconomy,  and  propriety. 
Humanity,  diligence,  and  frugality, 
become  indispensable  duties  to  the 
fourth  class.  Industry,  humility,  and 
general  good-will,  are  so  suited  to  the 
lowest  state  of  life,  that  when  the  poor 
part  with  these  virtues,  they  deprive 
themselves  of  their  best  consolation 
and  richest  possessions. 

Let  us  look  back  on  the  times  that 
are  just  past,  and  estimate  the  present 
by  them.  Soame  Jenyns's  popular  de- 
scription of  the  embarrassment  of  a 
country  knight's  family  at  an  unex- 
pected visit,  would  not  now  suit  the 
domestic  situation  of  a  creditable 
farmer.     Several  steps  in  society  have 

therefore. 
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tlierefore,  been  passed  in  the  progress 
of  refinement  since  the  publication  of 
Dpdsley's  Miscellanies.  I  have  heard 
a  .well-attested  tradition  of  a  country 
lady  who  was  tRe  heiress  of  large 
possessions,  and,  what  was  then  called, 
genteelly  educated.  It  was  determined 
by  the  females  of  the  family  met  rn 
council  upon  the  occasion,  that  she 
should  appear  in  the  great  hall  clear- 
starching lawn  ruffles,  when  she  re- 
ceived the  first  visit  of  a  favoured 
admirer.  It  is  impossible  to  calculate 
how  many  degrees  of  manners  are 
here  passed,  since  the  few  who  stilt 
continue  to  be  notable  blush  to  be 
thought  so:  yet  this  event  happened 
about  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. I  need  not  multiply  anecdotes 
of  this  kind ;  the  archives  of  every 
family  can  supply  numerous  attesta^- 
tions  in  point. 
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la  low  life,  the  gradation  used  to  be 
from  rags  and  dirt  to  tidiness ;  from 
thei^ce  to  comfort ;  from  comfort,  im- 
provement proceeded  to  superfluity. 
But  even  the  pauper,  if  she  move  at 
all,   now  strides  from  filth  to  finery. 
May  not  the  discontent  and  depravity 
of  the  lower  orders  be  attributed  to 
this  circumstance  ?  and  that  such  dis- 
content and  depravity  do  exist,  those 
who  have  tfe?  opportunity  of  close  ob- 
servation cannot  doubt,,  though  it  has 
not  yet  assumed  sufficient  ripeness  to 
attract  legislative  attention  *.     When 
pining   want    beheld    its    neighbour 
rising   to   decent  comfort   by  unre- 
mitting industry  and   frugality,   the 
possibility  of  obtaining  equal  advan-' 
tages   stimulated  him    to   equal   ex* 
ertions.     But    the    enorniious    wages 

*  In  X^etter  XlVth.  this  subject  is  resumed. 
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Vhich  artisans  now  receive  in  many 
trades  ♦support  a  style  of  living,  to 
which  the  ihost  rigorous  toil  of  the 
day-labourer,  the  worsted  weaver,  or 
'many  other  less  profitable  occupations, 
would  be  totally  inadequate.  If  the 
males  in  the  artisan's  faftiily  are  sober 
and  industrious,  their  earnings  are 
sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
whole  household :  the  wife,  no  longer 
feefing  the  daily  necessity  of  adding 
to  the  common  stock  by  the  notabi- 
lity of  herself  and  her  tlaUghters,  is 
often  induced,  riot  only  to  rerrtit  vtgi^ 
lahce^  but  to  allow  of  "waste.  A  style  of 
appearance  is  assumed,  the  expense  of 
which  leaves  them  totally  unprovided 
in  tn  hour  of  sickness  and  misfortune; 

*  In  scpmal  branches  of  the  wooUen  trade,  com« 
mon  he^tkls  may  earn  two  guineas  a  week;  yet 
ev^n  a  short' illness  reduces  them  to  es^treme  dis. 
(ress^ 
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and  also,  by  its  absurdity  Ttod  kiipro- 
priety,  deprives  them  of  the  good  opi- 
nion of  their  superiors,  who  certainly 
would  have  been  inclined  to  have  ex- 
tended their  kind  aid  to  alleviate  that 
distress,  against  which  prudence  had  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  provide  an  ade- 
quate defence.    What  sort  of  servants, 
or  poormen's  wives,  young  women  bred 
in  idleness,  and  dressed  in  taste,  are 
likely  to  make,  is  not  now  my  inquiry: 
1  speak  of  the  effects  of  this  unsuitable, 
and  indeed  useless  abundance,  upon 
the  mind  of  the  really  indigent  man ; 
and  surely  it  must  render  his  tattered 
garb  still  more  comfortless,  and  his 
brown  crust  more  unsavoury  and  de- 
grading.    He  could  have  passed  by 
the  magnificent  mansion  of  the  gen- 
tleman, the  elegant  residence  of  the 
rector,  or  the  comfortable  dwelling  of 
the  farmer,  without  heaving  a  sigh 

or 
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or  uttering  one  complaint  at  his  hard 
lot ;  but  the  luxuries  and  indolence  of 
those  whose  birth  and  education  are 
the  same  as  his  own,  wring  his  soul 
with  anguish ;  and  he  supposes  him- 
self injuriously  treated,  since  all  ranks 
may  be  idle  and  extravagant  except 
his  own.  Perhaps  if  we  were  so  si- 
tuated, we  might  be  equally  faulty. 
The  contented  cottager,  quiet,  sober, 
laborious,  and  cheerful,  is  fast  dis-^ 
appearing  from  our  rustic  haunts; 
wretchedness,  with  all  its  attendant 
train  of  vices,  or  thoughtless,  and  I 
may  add  insolent  extravagance,  the 
result  of  great  gains  and  little  fore- 
sight, supply  his  place. 

And  is  the  nation  really  benefited 
by  this  change  of  manners?  The  loom 
may  have  more  employment ;  the 
straw-manufacturer  may  have  a  great- 
er demand;    indeed,   trade  of  every 
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kind  may  receive  a  momentaiy  impe- 
tus ;  but  morals,  which  are  the  vital 
part  of  society,  are  attacked  by  a 
mortal  disease.  The  middle  ranks  no 
longer  feel  ashamed  of  being  in  debt; 
the  lower  do  not  blush  at  receiving 
(I  should  rather  say  demanding)  pa- 
rochial relief,  though  oeconomy  might 
have  preserved  to  them  the  blessing  of 
independence.  In  vain  does  the  mis- 
tress advise  her  servants  ta  save  the 
gains  of  prosperity  ;  she  is  answered, 
that  what  they  earn  is  their  own ;  this 
is  a  land  of  liberty,  and  they  have  no 
notion  of  screening  their  parishes.  To 
assume  a  more  dictatorial  tone,  even 
to  paupers,  is  impossible;  they  would 
tell  you,  that  God  made  all  men  equal, 
and  question  your  title  to  that  pre- 
eminence which  permits  you  to  re- 
prove them. 
These  are  the  effects  of  flourishing 
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trade  and  prosperous  manufacture: 
are  they  symptoms  of  national  pro- 
sperity, or  internal  decay  ?  Allow  me 
to  quote  the  words  of  an  eloqueni 
writer  ♦ ;  who,  haying  observed  that 
this  country  was  flourishing  in  all  the 
arts  of  civil  life,  remarks,  that  "per- 
''  haps  it  is  running  the  same  course 
**  which  Rome  had  done  before;  from 
^*  virtuous  industry  to  wealth ;  from 
"  wealth  to  luxury ;  from  luxury  to 
*^  iibpatience  of  discipline,  and  cor- 
**  ruption  of  morals ;  till  by  a  total 
**  degeneracy,  and  lossof  virtue,  being 
**  grown  ripe  for  destruction,  it  falls 
^*  a  prey  to  some  hardy  oppressor ; 
*•  and,  with  loss  of  liberty  losing  every 
"  thing  that  is  valuable,  sinks  gra- 
"  dually  again  into  its  original  barba- 
'**  irisxh."     Such  an  oppressor,  my  dear 

*  See  Dr.  Middleton^s  Life  of  Cicero. 
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Miss  M  — — ,  seems  near  at  hand.  •  He 
wants  neither  ambition^  hatred,  bold- 
nesS)  nor  inclination  to  destroy  us; 
but   let  us  hope  that  there  still  re- 
mains enough  of  true  religion  among 
us»  to  obtain  a  respite  from  that  mer- 
ciful  God    who    promised   to   spare 
offending  Sodom,  if  ten  righteous,  or 
rather  religious  people,  could  therein 
be  found.     And  may  we  so  profit  by 
our  present  chastisements,  as  to  see 
the  necessity  of  checking  that  career 
of  degeneracy  which  proved  destruc- 
tive to  every  nation  that  has  preceded 
us  in  empire,  wealth,  and  renown  ! 

My  conviction  that  luxury,  and  af- 
fected refinement,  have  already  passed 
those  bounds  which  defend  private 
happiness  and  public  security,  would 
induce  nie  to  confine  our  correspon- 
dence entirely  to  those  orders  whose 
conduct  is  most  important  to  society, 

and 
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and  among  whom  the  insinuating  arts 
of  dissipation  have  lately  gained  a  most 
alarming  preponderance ;  but  a  regard 
for. my  literary  reputation,  together 
with  the  zeal  natural  to  all  reformers, 
prompt  me  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a 
fair  hearing  for  my  remonstrances, 
which  I  am  convinced  my  present 
labours  never  would  receive,  if  I  did 
not  occasionally  introduce  my  readers 
to  very  good  company.  The  fascinat- 
ing names  of  the  Marquis,  and  Lady 
Elizabetha,  have  caused  many  a  village 
nymph  to  toil  through  six  long  vo- 
lumes of  intricate  adventure,  of  which 
they  never  would  have  perused  six 
pages,  had  the  same  story  been  told 
of  plain  John  and  Betty.  It  is  with 
tome  reluctance  that  I  quit  a  field  of 
observation  in  which  I  have  few  com- 
petitors, to  pursue  a  beaten  track, 
wherein  I  am  also  preceded  by  per- 
sonal 
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i^onal  experience  and  superior  ability. 
Remarks  on  the  manners  of  the'great 
world  cannot  come  with  a  good  grace 
from  one  who  has  seldom  emerged 
from  the  bosom  of  retirement  (I  could 
almost  say,  of  domestic  seclusion), 
and  who  consequently  must  feel  a 
doubt  whether  the  pictures  from 
which  she  copies  really  were  correctly 
isketched.  Yet  since  I  have  promised 
to  make  some  observations  on  prevail- 
ing opinions,  I  must  not  omit  those 
leading  characters  whose  conspicuous 
situation  draws  the  attention  of  the 
world,  and  who  give  law  to  numerous 
aukward  copyists.  Considered  in  this 
point  of  view,  the  manners  and  morals 
of  the  great  assume  an  influential  con- 
sequence that  is  highly  important  to 
society;  though,  if  confined  to  them- 
fielvc?,  their  depravity  is  less  inti- 
mately connected  with  national  ruin, 

than 
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tlxaii  a  dereliction  of  principle  in  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  would  be ; 
and   especially  among  those  wha,   by 
being  placed  in  the  medium  between 
riches  and  poverty,  should  present  a 
barrier  to  the  vices  and  temptations 
of  either  extreme,  and  at  the  same 
time  offer  an  asylum  to  every  thing 
which   is  intrinsically    estimable    in 
both.    The  political  importance  which 
tills  rank  possesses  in  England;  the 
general  Information,  sound  sense,  jnd 
unsophisticated  manners    that    were 
their    marked    characteristics :     the 
blameless  occupations,  domestic  ten* 
demess,  modesty,  simplicity,  and  un- 
affected gentleness,  that  distinguished 
their  wedded  partners,    all  heighten 
my  regret  that  these  solid  excellences 
should  be  bartered  for  German  prin- 
ciples, illustrated* by  French  practice. 
It   is  not  that  I  believe  the  middle 

classes 
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classes  to  be  the  most  corr opted;  it 
is  because  that  comiption,  if  it  fii^ 
here,  destroys  the  vital  principle,  that 
I  address  the  females  of  this  most 
enviable,  this  most  respectable  order, 
M'ith  energetic  intreaties  to  check 
their  vain  pursuit  of  false  fame  and 
absurd  importance,  and  to  resume  the 
genuine  graces  of  their  natural  cha- 
racter; beseeching  them  to  remem- 
ber that  none  can  become  contempti- 
ble or  ridiculous,  unless  they  desert 
the  post  at  which  the  God  of  Nature 
has  commanded  them  to  stand.  But 
1  must  now  forsake  my  compeers,  to 
address  a  more  elevated  station  ;  con- 
scious of  being  in  many  respects 
unequal  to  the  task  of  public  censor, 
and  presuming  only  to  gather  a  few 
scattered  observations  that  have  been 
over-looked  by  my  predecessors,  or 
to  discover  some  noxious  weeds  which 

have 


209 

have  recently  shot  forth.  A  new  sub- 
ject seems  a  hint  for  me  to  conclude 
my  present  epistle,  and  gives  me  an 
opportunity  to  assure  you  how  fer- 
vently I  am;  &c. 


LETTER 


SIO 


LETTER  IV. 

Absurdities  and  Licentiousness  amting 
JVomen  of  Fashion. 

M7  DEAR  MISS  M 1 

I  REsuKfi  our  correspondence;  happy 
in  the  assurance  that  you  are  interested 
in  the  subjects  I  have  hitherto  dis- 
cussed ;  and  presuming  not  only  on 
the  partial  affection  that  you  have 
lottgshovv-n  me,  but  also  on  your  »&• 
tural  candour,  which  I  know  induces 
you  to  pardon  inadvertencies  wherein 
the  head  only  is  concerned,  provided 
the  heart  be  free  from  those  bad  in-* 
tentions  which  transform  imperfec- 
tions into  crimes.  We  will  enter  upon 
the  topic  proposed  in  the  conclusion 
of  my  last  letter,  without  the  formality 
of  a  tedious  prologue. 

There 


There  are  numerous  and  popular 
writers,  who  have  employed  themselves 
in  traducing  the  order  that  we  are 
about  to  scrutinize;  describing  it  as 
an  excrescence  springing  out  of  the 
body  politic^  and  draining  every  use- 
ful member  of  its  vital  juices,  in  order 
to  swell  its  own  putrid  mass  into  a 
most  hideous  and  most  dangerous  de- 
formity. I  will  tell  you  a  few  of  the 
abusive  terms  besto\^ed  *  on  these 
^•earth-treading  stars,"  by  an  author 
who  was  at  least  free  from  the  femi- 
nine fault  of  mincing  her  language, 
•and  spoke  out  without  the  least  am- 
biguity/ She  considered  '^monarchy 
**  and  hereditary  rank  to  be  such  evils, 
"  as  balanced  all  the  advantages  which 
"Europe  derived  from  civilization; 
"  and  so  unnatural,  that,  in  order  to 
**  account  for  their  introduction,  men 
^^  bla$phemously  supposed  the  human 

"  race 
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^  race  had  burst  from  its  orbit,  like  a 

*  lawless  planet,  in  order  to  steal  the 

*  celestial  fire  of  reason ;    while  the 

*  vengeance  of  heaven,    lurking  in 

*  the  subtle  flame  like  Pandora's  box;, 

*  afflicted  the  earth  with  these  retri- 

*  butive  curses  to  which  all  our  mi- 

*  sery  and  error  are  owing."    In  fine, 
she  thought  '^  that  it  was  the  pesti* 

*  ferous  purple,  and  the  honours  that 

*  flow  from  it,"  which  had  reduced  us 
poor  women  to  the  state  of  woeful  de^ 
gradation  in  which  her  writings  found 
us,  namely,  without  political  right*, 
Avithout  masculine  strength,  compelled 
to  be  obedient  to  our  husbands,  and 
inclined  to  expect  filial  obedience 
from  our  children ;  accustomed  also 
to  consider  modesty  and  gentleness 
as  constituent  parts  of  our  own  cha- 
racter ;  disposed  to  attend  to  religious 
duties,  and  to  look  forward  to  another 

world, 
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world,  not  as  the  place  where  our 
**  indefeasible  perfectibility  is  to  ex- 
"  pand,"  but  as  the  region  where  the 
promises  of  salvation  shall  be  fulfilled. 
If  the  inversion  of  the  present  orders 
insociety  will  also  produce  this  change 
ra  the  relative  situation  of  our  sex, 
how  ought  we  to  cling  to  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  and  supplicate  its  con- 
tinuance ! 

I  have  quoted  from  a  book  *  which, 
by  supereminent  absurdity  and  auda- 
city, exposed  the  principles  that  it 
meant  to  support  to  profound  con- 
tempt. It,  indeed,  amazed  and  con- 
founded for  a  day ;  and  it  received  all 
the  assistance  which  an  elaborate 
analysis  could  bestow,  to  elevate  it 
into  lasting  celebrity.  It  was  soon 
found,  however,  that  the  times  were 

*  The  Rights  of  Women. 

not 


214 

not  sufficiently  illuminated   to   bear 
such  strong  doctrine ;    and  the  dis- 
ciples of  the  scboi^l  of  equality  have 
since  found   it   r     rr^   convenient  to 
gloss  and  soften.     :r-:    misrepresentr 
The    same    democ.      -    .    principleSi 
however,  pervw  de  many  :. o: mlar  workSj  ■ 
especially  dramatic  periotTnanccs,  to* 
which  the  prvoileged  orders   (as  the 
nobility  and  gentry  are  cabalistically 
called)  have  most  unwisely  lent  their 
patronage;    and  that  not  merely  by 
countenancing  the  author,  or  applaud- 
ing the  scenic  representations  that  are 
deeply  tainted  with  the  leaven  of  de- 
mocracy.    Party  rage  may  now  boast 
the  same  sacrifices  as  public  virtue 
formerly  enjoined;    and  though  we 
have  not  our  Curtii  or  our  Decii,  who 
immolate    themselves    to    save    their 
country,  we  have  many  men  of  birth 
and  rank  who  seem  inclined  to  pile 

their 
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their  possessions  and  honours  on  the 
very  brink  of  a  prepipice,  to  ex^lt 
the  minion  of  the  faction  which  th^y 
espouse.   The  first  people  in  the  king-  r 
dom  have  not  scrupled  to  support^, 
not  merely  the  equality,  but  tbe^ti* 
premat^  of  the  mob,  during  the  frenzy 
of  a  democratical  contentioa  for  par* 
liamentary  honours;    and  thus  they 
virtually  signed  the  testimonial    of; 
their  bavmg  long  usurped  unjusti;fiable 
ascendancy,  and  the  certificate  of  their 
deserved  degradation ;  little  thinking 
that  the   sentiments   and    principles 
which  they  instilled  into  their  clamo- ' 
rous    adberent;s,    would    abide    with 
them,    and  produce  serious    effects, 
when  the  temporary  purpose  for  which 
they  were  promulgated  was  forgotten 
How  far  ambitious  motives  may  jus- 
tify gentlemen  in  thus  endeavouring 
to  a^^^^2;}a/e  their  own  importance, 

is 
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is  not  the  present  question.  Modern 
patriotism  may  determine,  that  it  is 
noble  to  reverse  the  part  of  Sampson 
when  he  M'as  prisoner  among  the 
Philistines,  and  to  pull  down  the 
pillars  of  your  own  state,  when  you 
find  that  you  cannot  climb  into  its 
upper  story.  But  since  our  sex  arc 
happily  prevented  from  engaging  in 
these  turbulent  scenes,  by  native  deli- 
cacy, by  regard  to  their  general  repu- 
tation, and  even  by  their  fears,  I  do 
not  feel  myself  called  upon  to  vindicate 
them  from  the  charge  of  being  acces- 
sary to  that  general  contempt  for  their 
superiors,  which  is  so  marked  a  feature 
among  the  populace.  Imbibing  the 
spirit  of  Mrs.  Candour,  in  that  mas- 
terly (though  in  some  respects  dan- 
gerous) play,  ''  The  School  for  Scan- 
'*  dal,"  I  am  resolved,  **  let  the  news- 
^^  papers  say  what  they  please  of  can- 
vassing 
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**  vassing  beauties,  haranguing  toasts, 
"  and  mobbing  demireps,"  not  to  be- 
lieve one  syllable ;  and  if  "  I  repeat 
*^*  such  anecdotes,"  it  is  only  to  usher 
in  my  observation  that  the  world  is 
grown  so  censorious,  it  even  credits 
impossibilities.  I  wish  I  could  acquit 
the  illvistrioua  culprits  of  every  other 
proof  of  iheir  being  concerned  in  a 
conspiracy  against  their  own  order  and 
consequence,  with  as  much  expecta- 
tion of  being  cre^ited^  at  least  by  my 
country  readers. 

But  though  I  profess  myself  a  steady- 
advocate  for  that  gradation  of  wealth 
and  rank,  which,  if  not  positively 
appointed  by  God  in  scripture,  is  there 
shown  to  have  been  nearly  coeval  with 
the  world  that  we  inhabit ;  and  Avhich 
is  not  only  the  natural  consequence 
of  the  moral  government  of  the  Al- 
mighty, but  also  the  medium  through 

voLri.  L  which 
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which  he  thinks  fit  to  convey  a  greajter 
portion  of  happiness  to  the  human  race 
than  it  could  otherwise  enjoy ;  I  am 
not  so  infatuated,  as  to  maintain  that 
the  blessings  of  education,  wealth, 
rank,  leisure,  aurhority,  and  reputa- 
tion, are  granted  to  a  few  with  un- 
controllable occupation ;  but  rather 
that  their  possessors  should  employ 
them  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  com- 
munity;  that  such  as  labour  may  not 
have  cause  to  reproach  those  who  rest 
for  being  drones  in  the  state.  The 
God  and  Judge  of  the  whole  earth 
does  not  bestow  his  spiritual  or  tem- 
poral blessings  by  any  arbitrary  rules 
of  unconditional  preference.  When  a 
talent  is  given  to  any  one,  an  account 
is  opened  with  the  giver  of  it,  who 
appoints  a  day  in  which  he  will  arrive 
and  *^  re-demand  his  own  with  usury." 
Nor  are  these  children  of  prosperity 

in 
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ill  reality  so  much  better  situated  than 
their  lowly  fellow-creatures,  as  the 
jaundiced  eye  of  envy  is  apt  to  believe: 
at  least,  ignorant  envy  is  sure  to  ftx: 
upon  a  wrong  person,  and  to  select,  as 
the  object  whose  affluence  causes  her 
pining  discontent,  some  besotted  sen- 
sualist, who,  forgetting  his  steward- 
ship,  presumes  to  turn  the  estate  of 
which  he  is  guardian  entirely  to  his 
own  account,  and  not  only  to  "  eat 
"and  drink  till  he  is  drunken,"  but 
also  to  neglect,  and  even  misuse,  his 
fellow-servants.  Independent  of  that 
fearful  sentence  which  hangs  over 
him,  suspended  by  the  gossamer 
thread  of  this  frail  existence ;  namely, 
*'  the  Lord  when  he  cometh  shall  ap- 
i*  point  him  a  portion  with  unbelievers, 
**  where  shall  be  weeping  and  gnash- 
*'  ing  of  teeth,"  the  present  situation 
of  this  self-devoted  Dives  is  most  mi- 

X.  2  serable« 
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which  he  thinks  fit  to  convey  a  greajter 
portion  of  happiness  to  the  human  race 
than  it  could  otherwise  enjoy ;  I  am 
not  so  infatuated,  as  to  maintain  that 
the  blessings  of  education,  wealth, 
rank,  leisure,  authority,  and  reputa- 
tion, are  granted  to  a  few  with  un- 
controllable occupation ;  but  rather 
that  their  possessors  should  employ 
them  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  com- 
munity; that  such  as  labour  may  not 
have  cause  to  reproach  those  who  rest 
for  being  drones  in  the  state.  The 
God  and  Judge  of  the  whole  earth 
does  not  bestow  his  spiritual  or  tem- 
poral blessings  by  any  arbitrary  rules 
of  unconditional  preference.  When  a 
talent  is  given  to  any  one,  an  account 
is  opened  with  the  giver  of  it,  whp 
appoints  a  day  in  which  he  will  arrive 
and  *^  re-dcmand  his  own  with  usury." 
Nor  are  these  children  of  prosperity 
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ill  reality  so  ti^.uch  better  sjtuated  than 
their  lowly  fellow- creatures,  as  the 
jaundiced  eye  of  envy  is  apt  to  believe: 
at  least,  ignorant  envy  is  sure  to  ftx: 
upon  a  wrong  person,  and  to  select,  as 
the  object  whose  afflueuce  causes  her 
pining  discontent,  some  besotted  sen^ 
sualist,  who,  forgetting  his  steward- 
ship,  presumes  to  turn  the  estate  of 
which  he  is  guardian  entirely  to  his 
own  account,  and  not  only  to  "  eat 
"and  drink  till  he  is  drunken,"  but 
also  to  neglect,  and  even  misuse,  his 
fellow-servants.  Independent  of  that 
fearful  sentence  which  hangs  over 
him,  ■  suspended  by  the  gossamer 
thread  of  this  frail  existence;  namely^ 
*'  the  Lord  when  he  cometh  shall  ap- 
i*  point  him  a  portion  with  unbelievers, 
**  where  shall  be  weeping  and  gnash-* 
*'  ing  of  teeth,"  the  present  situation 
of  this  self-devoted  Dives  is  most  mi- 
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^erable.  Excessive  indulgence  Ibrecds 
a  thousand  bodily  pains  and  mental 
'infirmities;  even  supposing  that  it 
does  not  proceed  to  what  are  called 
criminal  gratifications,  capricious  hu- 
•mours  and  unseasonable  wishes  haunt 
that  breast  whose  desires  centre  in 
self-enjoyment.  The  expectation  diat 
we  may  be  for  ever  lulled  on  the  bo- 
som of  delight,  is  thwarted  by  the 
constitution  of  the  world,  and  eveo 
hy  our  own  physical  qualities.  Pain  is 
necessary,  or  we  should  never  truly 
value  pleasure.  Rest  must  be  bouglit 
by  exertion,  or  it  begets  ennui.  We 
cannot  taste  the  full  blessing  of  suc- 
cess, if  we  have  never  knoiv^n  disap- 
pointment or  anxiety.  Tlie  animal 
gratifications  of  our  nature  must  be 
preceded  by  privations,  or  our  appe- 
tites will  not  be  satisfied,  but  palled. 
When  penury  has  toiled  hard  for  a 

scanty 
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scanty  meal  and  a  slight  covering,  it 
weakly  supposes  that  rest,  repletion, 
and  sumptuous  attire,  must  be  felicity  ^ 
tlie  indolfint  victim  of  spleen,  the  suf-- 
felted  voluptuary,  and  the  capricious*- 
votary  of  vanity,  whose  tortured  ima-- 
ginations  are  ever  pursuing  something 
»ew  and  strange,,  could^  if  pride  per- 
mitted them  to  make  a  frank  disclo-- 
flore,^  present  a  very  different  picture 
ofei^yment;   and,  in  spite  of  its  re<-- 
ftrictibns,  tile  tortures  of  a  diseased^ 
body,  and  tlie  miseries  of  an  afflicted 
i^ririt^  often  wring  from  them  the  ago-- 
Bizingregrets  that  they  cannot  change* 
Situations  with  the  poor  labourer  Avho- 
walks  whistling  by  their  window,^.  re-- 
tuming  cheerful  from  his  daily  task. 
Amid  the  numerous  complaints  with^ 
which  discontent  ungratefully  assails 
Divine  Providence,  the  raostfrequent 
arise  from  those  who  have. squandered 

L  3  its^ 
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its  bounty  in  snch  piu-suits  a^  are  m- 
capahle  of  satisfying  a  rational  being; 
or  wlio  have  supposed  that  the  cup  of 
blessing  could  not  be  enjoyed,  but  by 
quaffing  snrh  immoderate  draughts  as 
produce  intoxication. 

AVhere  a  woman  who  is  born  to  tlie 
possession  of  rank  and  affluence  pro- 
})erly  appreciates  those  blessings/and^ 
instead  of  circumscribing  them  within 
the  narrow  sphere  of  self- enjoyment^ 
endeavours  to  diffuse  improvement  and 
comfort  wherever  her  influence  ex- 
tends; if,  through  the  conviction  of 
being  merely  an  agent,  she  lift  her 
eyes  to  him  who  intrusted  her  with 
ample  powers,  she  feels  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  well  doing,  and  in  the 
serene  delight  of  reflected  bliss,  the 
purest  earthly  gratification.  Her  heart 
frequently  speaks  to  her  in  the  in- 
spired language  of  the  royal  Psalmist, 

"The 


**  The  lot  IS  fallen  unto  mc  in  a  fafr 
*'  ground,  yea  I  have  a  goodly  heri- 
"  tage."  On  the  other  hand^  if  she 
suppose  herself  to  be  some  **  mighty 
**  leviathan,"  sent  into  the  ocean  of 
existence  **to  take  her  pastime  there- 
*'  in,"  the  chain  which  held  her  to 
society  is  broken,  or  at  least  held  to- 
gether only  by  the  fragile  tie  of  in- 
terested dependence.  She  did  not 
participate  in  the  griefs  of  others,  her 
own  sorrows  therefore  shall  be  all  her 
own  ;  she  sought  not  to  make  her  fel- 
low-creatures happy,  they  ^^ill  not 
therefore  rejoice  in  her  prosperity. 
Now  sorrow  is  a  lonely  sensation,  and 
muy  be  endured  with  heart-breaking 
poignancy  without  any  partaker,  or 
even  witness ;  nay,  it  is  ever  most 
intolerable  and  overwhelming,  when 
unrelieved  by-  sympathy,  and  unsoft- 
ened  by  pity ;   but  happiness,  at  least 

L  4  that 
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that  species  of  it  which  selfish  charac- 
ters pursue,   is  a  superadded  quahty, 
and  subsists  b}'  the  agency,  or  at  least 
upon  the  opinion,  of  the  nniltitude. 
The  proudest  beauty,  when  shining  in 
the  full  glare  of  magnificence,  is  more 
dependent  than  any  of  the  wondering 
spectators,  past  whom  she  glides  with 
affected  disdain  ;  for,  in  reality,  it  is 
a  persuasion    that  they  admire  her, 
which  swells  her  vain  heart  with  ima- 
ginary consequence.     Does  the  mer- 
cenary  bride,    who   sacrifices   every 
prospect  of  domestic  happiness  to  a 
stately  equipage,  a  magnificent  man- 
sion, and  a  numerous  retinue,   really 
find  her  enjoyments  increased  in  the 
hours  of  solitude  by  knowing  that  she 
possesses  these  baubles  ?    No ;    it  is 
while  she  shows  her  diamonds  to  a 
rival,  or  an  enemy,   that  her  vitiated 
taste  appreciates  their  value ;  not  by 

the 
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the  pleasure  they  bestow,  bat  by  thfe  • 
paki  tbey  excite.  For  be  it  be  remem-- 
bered,    that   though  the   benevolent, 
passions  possess  the^  sanative  q4iality. 
of  healing  their  own   wounds ;  or^  to 
speak  without  a  figure,  though  even, 
disappointed  goodness  administers  sa- 
tisfaction! to  the  soul;  tlie  selfish  ap- 
petites   and    naalignant    propensities^ 
liave  but  one  miserable  chance  of  af-- 
fordi^fig  a  transient  enjo3'men4; ;  as  soon  * 
as  the  animal  exhilaration  subsides,  or^ 
the  demoftiacal  conviction  of  having . 
tormented  another, .  has  takea  place, . 
depression « of:  spirits,^  and  the. stifled, , 
yet  powerful  reproaches  of  the  heart, . 
convince  tlie  unhappy  being  who  en-- 
dures  them,  tliat  she  has  mistaken Jier.: 
road  to  the  bower  of  bliss.. 

Though  the  desire  of  living,  solelyv 
for  themselves  has  been  the  chdrac-- 
teristic^of  misused  power  and  affluence-^ 
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ever  since  the  days  of  Solomon,  yet 
since  commercial  acquisitions,  and  me- 
chanical inventions,  have  increased 
the  number  of  luxurious  enjoyments, 
and  also  the  rage  of  competition,  the 
temptations  which  beset  the  great  and 
^vealthy  are  in  these  days  exceedingly 
multiplied ;  and  whoever  among  them 
shall  take  that  mistaken  road  to  hap- 
piness which  we  have  just  described, 
will  feel  continually  stimulated  to  de- 
viate further  from  the  right  path,  by 
that  rash  pursuit  t>f  their  inferiors 
which  was  the  subject  of  my  last 
letter.  Vanity  ever  labours  to  dis- 
prove the  wise  king's  apothegm,  "  that 
*  *  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun." 
She  rejects  the  petition  of  every  votary 
who  cannot  support  his  claim  to  eclat 
by  the  testimonial  of  novelty.  What 
was  esteemed  great  arid  elegant  for  a 
Boblcman  fifty  years  ago,  would  now 
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be  vulgar  and  mean  for  a  successful 
mechanic.  Nay,  the  extravagancies 
of  the  last  winter  must  be  outdone  by 
the  present,  on  peril  of  your  becoming 
nobody;  a  term  of  reproach,  which, 
though  not  formidable  in  its  sound  to 
those  who  have  not  been  initiated  in 
the  mysteries  of  fashion,  is  known  by 
adepts  to  contain  the  very  quintessence 
of  abuse,  and  to  be  much  more  de- 
rogatory to  the  unhappy  being  to 
whom  it  is  applied,  than  all  the  epi- 
thets that  Billingsgate  or  the  Rue  dc 
St.  Honore  could  invent. 
'  Novelty  must,  therefore,  be  obtain- 
ed ;  but  how  can  it  be  acquired  ? 
Though  loosely  arrayed,  like,  the  fair 
queen  of  Ogygia  *,  you  sit  and  sing  by 
your  fires  of  cedar,  in  an  apartment 
decorated  by  the  purest  rules  of  Attic 

*  Calypso.— See  Telemachusj  Book  I. 
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aimplicity ;  though  you  convert  your- 
self into  a  beauteous  Fatima^  and  re* 
eline  on  an  embroidered  carpet  in  your 
magnificent  alhambra,  where  a  thour 
sand  lamps  refi^ect   the   blazing  dia>- 
monds  which  clasp  your  rpbe;;  though 
the  eastern  and  western  Indies  lavish 
their  treasures  on  vour  board,  where^ 
the  fruits  of  the  tFopic  blaze  beneath 
the  ice  of  the  pole,  the  wife  of  some 
rich  cit,.  whom  you  desprs€;^  will  have 
a  costume  more  truly  Greek  or  Ara- 
besque ;  she  will  sport  finer  diamonds^ 
have  richer  flavoured  wities^  ov  pro- 
duce her  hot^house  delicacies- a  fort-- 
night  before  you*     Did  you  ev-er  ue* 
solve  to  effect  by  absurdity  what  yous 
cannot  do  by  taste,  and  to  fetch  your^ 
models  from  countries  ignorant  of  jusfr 
proportion  and  correct  design,  man- 
darines, dragons,  and  pagodas,  may  bo 
purchased;    pyranaids   and   sphinxes* 
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can  be  procured ;  a  sign-post  painter 
can  devise  scrawls  which  ninety-nine; 
out  of  a  hundred  will  suppose  are  an 
hieroglyphic ;    and  the  rival  lady  and 
her  villa  will  become  completely  Egyp- 
tienne^  or  la  Chinoise,   at  the^  next 
gala.     I  scai^cely  think  that  the  most 
glaring   rndelicacy,    or   the  grossestr 
'Vulgarity,  would  rescue  you- from  th© 
hazard  of  having,  that  palm  of  cele^ 
btity  which  novelty  bestow^^  w^rested^ 
from  your  grasp  by  fresh  discoveries ; 
for  the  fascination  of  a  great  name,- 
and  the  magic  charm  of  being  eutrk; 
would  soon  so  transmute  our  old  ideasr- 
©n  those  subjects,  that  we  should  thinks 
it  was  only  owing  to^rejudice  that  we ^ 
did  not  before  discover  the  refmeoienfc 
©f  immodesty,  and  the  delicacy  of  ob-- 
scenity.     The  partial  exposure  of  the- 
person,   or  the  limited*  rejection   of/ 
tiK>5e  restraints^ ,  w^hicl^  formerly  se-- 
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cured  good  manners  and  good  mords, 
liave  been  found  of  no  ava:il.  Youf 
insatiable  pursuers  have  followed  you 
with  remorseless  activity  ;  they  have 
discarded  more  drapery,  and  dashed 
with  less  squeamishness.  I  almost 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  possible 
for  you  to  set  them  at  fault  by  shel- 
tering in  the  bath  of  Diana,  or  even 
in  a  kraal  of  Hottentots.  What  then 
must  become  of  you?  If  you  stand 
still,  you  will  not  only  be  overtaken, 
but  preceded ;  and,  melancholy  to 
add,  if  you  once  give  up  this  struggle 
of  competition,  your  former  triumphs 
are  of  no  avail.  It  will  be  useless  to 
^ay,  "  I  was  in  fashion  in  the  year 
four;"  fashion  admits  no  tense  but 
the  present.  If  fifty  ladies  fainted  at 
one  of  your  routs  then^  the  fifteen  who 
died  aw^ay  /fl?^^  night,  at  Lady  Jostle's 
furnishes  conversation  for  the  town 
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this  morning.  Though  your  supper- 
rooms  resembled  a  grove  of  cherrie? 
last  May,  cherries  at  a  guinea  a  pound 
.this  April  overwhelms  the  remem- 
brance. You  have  entered  into  the 
service  of  a  severe  task-master,  who, 
though  you  are  crippled  and  exhaust* 
cd  by  your  former  efforts,  will  still 
demand  the  wonted  tale  of  bricks  with 
rigorous  exactness. 

What  is  then  to  be  done?  Renounce 
all  allegiance  to  thfese  arbitrary  nxan- 
dates.  Recollect  that,  though  in  pro- 
portion to  the  abundance  of  your  for- 
tune, or  the  vincibleness  of  your  fa- 
mily entails,  you  may  be  the  first 
fashionist  for  one,  two,  or  three  sea- 
sons  (none  but  Midas  can  hope  to  hold 
out  longer),  fresh  competitors  are 
every  year  starting;  and,  as  the  philo- 
sopher's stone  is  still  undiscovered, 
you  must  at  last  be  dethroned  r   Soften 
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tlie  pain  of  your  certain  humiliation,, 
dierefore,  by  a  timely  and  graceful- 
retreat.  Resign  the  sceptre,  even  ia 
the  career  of  your  glory,,  which  you* 
know  you  cannot  long  retain;  and 
moderate  the  triumph  of  yoursqcces-- 
sor,  by  appearing  accessory  tocher  ex* 
altatiou/  These,  I  grant,  are  the- 
counsels  of  worldly  prudence;  but  L 
am  addressing  those  whom  I  sirpppse 
to  be  incapable  of  nobler  motives. 

Aware  of  the  evanescent^  nature  of 
that  celebrity  which  is  only  founded* 
on  expensive  inventions,  some  lad ies^ 
of  high  ton  have  cherished  the  Satan-* 
ical  ambition  of  becoming  pre-emi- 
nent in  vice.  Adopting .  the  liorridi 
sentiments  ascribed  to  -  the«  prince  of 
darkness,  the3r^  declare-  by  their  ac-- 
tions,  that  **  to  reign  is  worth  ambi- 
tion, though  in  HelL"  They,  have, . 
therefore,  torn  off  those  coy  disguises . 
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in  which  sinners  of  past  times  enve- 
loped their  enormities,  and  with  un- 
blushing fronts  have  proclaimed  to  the 
questioning  world,  that  they  "  dare 
**  do  every  thing,  because  they  dare/' 
Their  contempt  of  reputation,  and  bold 
defiance  of  mankind,  were  soon  dis- 
covered by  a  species  of  writers  that 
are  fellow-labourers  with  those  whom 
1  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this 
letter ;  these  wishing  to  reduce  the 
world  to  an  equality  in  infamy,  as  the 
former  do  to  introduce  equality  of 
misery.  Aware  that  this  marked  ef- 
frontery of  character  shocked  the 
feelings  of  all  beholders  too  much 
to  gain  converts,  they  invented  a  set 
of  phrases  which  softened  its  atrocity, 
and  at  the  same  time  preserved  its 
publicity.  I  know  not  where  this  new 
mode  of  language  originated ;  but  as 
it  consists  in  nothing  but  the  inversion 
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eoiisidered  as  any  great  proof  of  ge- 
nius.     It  has  been  as  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  the  diplomatic  papers,  and 
other  state  fabrications  of  our  Gallic 
neighbours,   as  the  wand  of  mercury 
in    Dryden's  Amphytrion;     and  lias 
actually  either  charmed  the  world  to 
sleep,  or  taught  them  that  "  black  is 
**not  black,  nor  white  so  wry  white;'* 
so  that,  though  a  sound  more  threat- 
ening than  the  Indian  war-whoop  bel- 
lowed in  their  ears,   they  persisted  in 
calling  it  the  peaceful  lullaby  of  their 
innocent  rocker.    John  Bull's  natural 
aversion    to    Jlfounseer's    cradle    has 
hitherto  prevented  him   from   being 
completely  swaddled  ;    but  his  dispo* 
sition  to  believe  that  people  afe  what 
they  call  themselves,  makes  him  run 
some    danger  of  being   duped   by  a 
misconception  of  the  words  patriot, 
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honour,  and  independence.  The  prin- 
ciples of  John's   M'ife  have  been  at- 
tacked in  a  stronger  manner  by  those 
liberal  apologists  for  vice  and  folly,  ^ 
who,   setting  out  perhaps  with  a  mis-^ 
application  of  a  scripture  text  in  praise 
of  mercy,  or  enjoining  charity  to  re- 
pentant sinners,    soon  proceeded  to 
infuse  into  the  unwary  mind  a  charity 
that  is  nci  scriptural^  by  apologisiing 
for  sinners  who  do  not  repent^  nay,  who 
glory   in   their   crimes.     Hence  the 
utireflecting,  but  well-meaning  reader, 
who  possesses  much  candour  and  little 
information,  is  led  to  believe  that  the 
perjured    adultress,    from  whom    she 
shrunk  with  abhorrence,  may  be  amost 
amiable,   elegant^  interesting  creature, 
with  only  07ie  failing,  a  too  susceptible 
lieart ;    but  then  that  heart   was   so 
benevolent,  so  condescending  to  the 
^'ishes  of  others,  or  perhaps  so  sincere^ 
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so    incapable  of  disguising    its    owit 
emotions,   that  it  could  not  sacrifice 
what  it  felt  to  be  its  invincible  pro- 
pensities to  the  opinions  of  the  world; 
M'hich,   after  all  (for  nothing  is  cer- 
tain),   are  perhaps   only  founded  oft 
the  dictates  of  prejudice.     Here  tbr 
guileless  readers,  whom  I  have  sup- 
posed attending  to  this  new.  ethical: 
lecture,   will  perhaps  start  ;;liut  tlicy 
are  then  gently  reminded^,  diat  free- 
dom of  thought  is.  the  indisputable 
privilege   of  the  inhabitants  of  this^ 
country ;  tliat  many  learned  men  (andf. 
here  a  long  list  of  well^sounding  names^ 
will  be  introduced,  blending  the  ob. 
scure  with  the  celebrated,  to  sm'cU  the 
pomp    of  evidence,    and   misquoting/ 
without  fear  of  detection),  men  most 
exact  in  moral  conduct,  atid  most  cele- 
brated for  social  virtues,  have  doubted- 
whether,    all  things  considered,    the^ 
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present  aspect  of  the  world  might  not 
be  considerably  improved,  by  a  depar- 
ture from  thoae  very  rigid  rules  M'hich 
were  built  on  a  too  literal  interpre- 
tation of  the  Jewish  classics  and  early 
Christian  writers*.  A  few  shining  ex- 
amplesy  such  as  Aspasia,  Sappho,  and 
Ninon  de  I'Enclos,  will  then  be 
brought  forward,  to  prove  that  women 
may  be  very  eminent  for  taste  and 
science,  and  continue  to  be  much  re- 
spected, who  have  not  strictly  adhered 
to  the  decorums  prescribed  to  the  sex. 
It  will  then  be  allowed,  that  these 
severe  tenets  have  expedience  to  re- 
commend them,  and  therefore  they 
are  highly  necessary  for  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  who,  if  the  cords  of 
discipline  were  relaxed,  might  run  int^ 

*  These  denominatibns  have  been  most  irreve- 
rently applied  to  that  book  which  is  dictated  by 
the  Spirit  of  God^ 
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gross  depravity ;  from  which  the  rc- 
lineiT>ent  natural  to  cultivated  minds, 
and  polished  manners,  will  inevitably 
preserve  that  part  of  our  species  which 
iiiight  properly  claim  to  be  exempted 
from  law,  as  being  caj)able  of  giving 
law  to  themselves.  These  well-bred 
authors  will  then  proceed  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  improvements  which 
philosophy  has  introduced  into  arts 
and  sciences  of  late  years,  preparatory 
to  the  bold  assertion  that  morals  area 
science,  ilnd  as  much  capable  of  im- 
provements and  discoveries  as  me- 
chanics, chymistry,  or  astronomy. 
They  will  then  enter  that  metaphy- 
sical maze  in  which  plain  sense  is  sure 
to  be  bewildered,  and  talk  to  you  con* 
cerning  the  origin  of  moral  obligation; 
but  whether  you  are  taught  that  it  is 
self-love  wiiich  vibrates  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  extremity  of  social  beings 
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or  whether  you  are  assured  that  ethic* 
originated  from  man's  preposterously 
surrendering  his  natural  rights  in  order 
to  procure  the  doubtful  blessing  of 
•ociety ;  in  gither  case  the  freedom  of 
map  as  an  agent  is  preserved,  and  his 
Tight  to  do  wrong,  if  he  judges  that 
wrong  to  be  expedient  to  his  well- 
doing, is  implied.  ^  Some  few,  indeed, 
of  these  apostles  of  falshood  have  re- 
adorned  the  old  necessitarian  system, 
and,  by  making  thq  human  race  the 
passive  machines  of  over-ruling  fate, 
liave  contrived  to  transfer  our  crimes 
^either  to  our  nature,  or  to  the  stars  ; 
but  this  scheme  wants  the  gloss  of 
jiovelty. 

The  principles  thus  laid  down,  the 
application  follows.  What  would  be 
highly  criminal  in  the  footman,  and 
the  chamber-maid,  becomes  a  pardon- 
aT)le  levity^  when  referred  to  the  actions 

of 


£40 

of  those  whose  rank  in  life  secures  the 
world  from  the  political  consequences 
of  their  indiscretions.  The  oppro* 
brious  terms  of  preciseness,  uncharita- 
blenesSy  narrowness  of  sentimenti  and 
littleness  of  soul,  will  be  employed  to 
deter  you  from  thinking  unfavourably 
of  those  soft  indiscretions,  whicb, 
though  they  may  be  somewhat  vroDg» 
hurt  nobody  else,  and  are  accompanied 
by  all  the  amiable  virtues,  and  all  the 
alluring  graces.  Perhaps,  indeed^ 
these  apologists  of  licentiousness  may 
proceed  so  far  ais  to  affirm,  that  it  it 
not  vice,  but  virtue,  to  obey  the 
dictates  of  nature,  and  that  the  con- 
scious mind  is  its  own  awful  world. 
This,  with  an  observation  that  no  cha* 
racters  are  faultless,  that  we  must  take 
people  as  we  find  them,  that  many 
mean  very  well  who  act  a  little  in- 
discreetly, and  that  chastity  is  apt  to 
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be  scandalous  and  religion  morose^ 
McludeS)  I  think,  most  of  the  argu* 
ments  which  these  seductive  advocates 
of  candour  employ,  to  mislead  inno- 
cence and  excuse  guilt 

The  ramifications  of  this  pseudo- 
fibcrality    extend    very   fan      They 
branch  from  that  pernicious  system 
of   infidelity   which  has    done    such 
-mtschief  in  the  world ;  and,  though 
compelled   to  disguise    its  nefarious 
designs  in  England,  still  labours  with 
Uttwearied  but  cautious  diligence  to 
isap  the  fair  foundation  of  our  national 
fame.     It  is  supposed,  that  there  are 
IsHit  few  tainted  characters  in  England, 
who  are  not  willing  to  allow  the  po- 
litical expediency  of  religious   insti- 
tutions.    They,  however,  mostly  en- 
graft somewhat  of  papistical  principles 
^n   deistical  practices,   and   seek   to 
Commute  with  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
voL.  I.    .  M  try. 
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tiy,  by  an  occasional  observance  of 
one  of  its  injunctions ;  I  mean  atten- 
dance on  public  worship.  I  know  not 
whether  this  solemn  mockery  of  the 
Deity  be  not  more  prejudicial  to  reli- 
gion and  morals  than  if  they  **  stood 
"  forth  all  infidel  confest,"  and  verr 
bally  denied  the  authority  which  their 
actions  disclaim.  Certainly,  the  nar 
lional  church  is  exposed  to  much  un- 
deserved odium  on  account  of  the 
scandalous  lives  of  these  political  con** 
formists,  who  cannot  be  justly  ranked 
among  her  members.  I  have  often 
heard  it  remarked,  that  the  eyes  of 
the  congregation  are  naturally  di- 
rected, during  the  reading  of  the 
commandments,  to  the  conspicuous 
gallery  in  which  some  high-born  vio- 
later  of  these  positive  precepts  lolls 
with  graceful  negligence,  hears  the 
divine  vengeance  plainly  pointed  at 
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joins  in  the  petition  to  be  preserved 
from  the  cherished  sin  that  he  is  de- 
termined to  hug  in  his  bosom.  The 
effect  of  such  mockery  upon  the 
minds  of  a  large  assembly,  inferior 
in  station  and  education,  probably 
also  in  ability,  must  infinitely  over- 
balance all  the  good  which  could  be 
derived  from  the  most  impressive  dis- 
course that  Christian  zeal  and  Chris* 
tian  knowledge  ever  delivered  from  a 
pulpit.  Nothing,  indeed,  but  that 
supernatural  grace  which  the  Almighty 
has  promised  to  those  who  ask  it  of 
him,  can  protect  all  who  witness  such 
hypocritical  effrontery  from  feeling^ 
their  faith  and  hope  affected  by  its 
contaminating  influence. 

It  is,  indeed,  much  to  be  wished, 
that  the  church  of  England  would 
again  exert  its  inertj  but  Hot  rescinded 
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authority,  and  banish  notonpvs  pro* 
fligate&  from  the  house  of  Gocl^  vfaile 
4hey  continue  to  glory  in  their  sliame. 
It  would  be  well  too  (I  mean  pni- 
dentially  well)  if  these  bold  defiersof 
public  opinion  would  recoUect,  that 
the  populace,  whose  suffrages  they 
court  on  other  occasions,  cannot  be  so 
very  despicable,  as  to  be  unworthy  of 
being  even  treated  with  the  decencies 
of  outward  observance.  It  would  be 
fruitless  to  tell  the  arrogant  infidel,  or 
lofty  debauchee,  that  the  souls  of 
those  whom  he  puts  in  jeopardy  by 
thus  triumphantly  displaying  bis  im* 
penetrable  vices,  will  rise  with  tim  at 
the  last  day,  equal  in  rank,  equal  in 
duration  of  existence,  and  wH.1  accuse 
him  at  the  judgment-seat  of  an  imp^- 
tial  God^  for  having  acted  the  part  of 
the  arch- apostate,  by  betraying  those 
who  rashly  confided  in  his  superior 
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intcllrgcnce  and  more  enlarged  nifor-^ 
flfiation.     To   those   who  are  armed 
with  that  shield  of  h'centious^  derisioa 
which  i«  on?y  vulnerable  in  the  day» 
of  sickness  or  calamityj  1  must  only 
^hidres^  temporal  dissuasivesv    I  musfe 
fliiew  them  that  it  is  indiscreet^  and 
madly   adventurous,    to  thrui^t  their 
crimes  upon  the  observation  of  those 
who^    however  ignorant  or  misjudg- 
ing, perfectly  understand  the  equalis- 
ing nature  of  ignominy.     The  gros- 
ser vices  receive  no  exaltation  from 
being  clad  in  ermine;  their  nature  is 
to  very  brutal,  that  their  combination 
with  education,  rank,  splendour,  and 
affluence,    cannot  diminish  their  hi^ 
deous  aspect,  or  lessen  the  contempt 
of  those  who  know  that  it  would  be 
very  easy  to  rise  to  such  "a  bad  emi-f< 
"  nence."    The  dutchess  who  has  vi- 
olated her  marriage  path,   who  is  dis- 
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carded  by  her  husband,  and  married 
to  ber  gallant,  is  but  the  same  de- 
graded creature  as  the  porter's  wife 
who  is  transferred  at  Smith  field  to  a 
new  purchaser.  The  reproachful  epi- 
thets that  we  bestow  upon  the  vulgar 
sinner,  are  by  her  scornfully  rebanded 
to  her  dignified  copartner  in  guilt; 
and  let  not  the  offender,  who  ha3  only 
birth  and  wealth  to  boast,  flatter  her- 
self that  the  world  in  general  thinks 
those  distinctions  sacred.  Publip 
opinion  is  not  yet  so  illuminized  as  tbe 
car-tickling  flatterers  of  greatness  re- 
present j  and  if  they  value  their,  pos- 
sessions more  than  they  do  their  vices, 
they. must  rejoice^  that  ^'rnany  thou- 
"  sand  knees  in  '  Britain  'have  never 
**  yet  bowed  to  the  false  gods  "  of  iso* 
phisticated  morality.  The  virtues  of 
probity  and  chastity  are  closely  al- 
lied ;  and  prescription  will  be  found  to 

be 
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be  but  3  feeble  support,  where  theso^ 
iid  pillars  of  aflfection  and  respect  are 
undermined.  But. to  return  from,  I 
hope,  an  improbable  contingency,  ta 
-what ^really  happens:  though  the  op- 
probrious epithets  which  the  adulteress- 
merits  may  not  reach  her  own  ears, 
they  echo  through  a  space  propor- 
tioned to  the  circle  which  she  was* 
originally  intended  to  enHgbten  and. 
inform.  She  is  there  estimated,  not 
by  those  arbitrary  rules  which  her 
Qwn  depraved  associates  decree  shaU 
supersede  common  sense  and  moral 
obligation,  but  by  the  pjinciplea^ 
which,  when  she  liesi^ipon  her  death- 
bed, she  will  own  are  the  unswerving; 
dictates  of  rectitude  and  truth.  At 
the  bar  of  public,  opinion,  the  titled 
courtezan  receives  little  mercy.  Every 
plea  which  might  be  urged  ^  in  favour 
of  the  poor  night-wanderer,  who.of- 
•.      ;  jBd  4  fends 
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fends  for  bread,  turns  into  an  aggn- 
ration  of  the  guilt  of  her  who  courted 
temptation.  The  friendless  outcast^ 
whom  no  one  acknowledges,  sins^ 
deeply  sins  against  her  own  soul;  but 
she  who  was  hedged  in  from  ruin 
by  fortune,  fame,  and  family,  in* 
solves  a  host  of  distinguished  con-^ 
nexions  in  her  disgrace,  and  stamps  a 
stigma  of  opprobrium  on  every  part  of 
Jiex  (perhaps  till  then  unsullied)  li-^ 
j)<;age.  The  pennyless  prostitute  is 
precluded  from  repentance ;  for  will 
any  one  afford  her  an  asylum,  to  try 
jf  that  repentance  be  sincere?  Tlic 
prostitute  of  high  life  has  only  to  stop 
in  her  shameless  course,  and  to  retreat 
to  that  retirement  which  is  ever  ready 
to  shelter  her  disgrace  and  confirm  her 
contrition.  The  former  was  most 
likely  the  child  of  ignorance,  who 
knew  little  of  good  or  evil  till  experi- 
ence 
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tnee  taught  her  a  severe  lesspn,  by 
Vhich  she  became  wise  too  late.  Her 
passions  were  probably  unrestrained  by 
discipline  or  precept,  and  some  se- 
ducei^  spread  a  snare  for  her  personal 
chastity,  before  reflection  and  obser^ 
iration  taught  her  its  value.  I  fear  I 
shatU  say  too  much,  if  I  suppose  that 
the  Hoble  wanton  has  been  early  train- 
ed in  the  principles  of  truth  and  holi- 
ness; but  we  must  allow  that  she  ha» 
been  taught  the  netcessity  of  restrain- 
ing her  passions,  accustomed  to  re- 
spect the  opiijion  of  the  world,  and  to 
regard  those  decorums  in  her  euiward 
manners  which  awe  the  licentious.  If 
she  were  a  wife  (and  I  grieve  to  say 
that  in  high  life  the  major  part  of  lost 
characters  belong  to*  the  matronly  or- 
der,) the  libertine  M^as  deterred  from* 
**  assaying  by  feis  devilish  art  to  reach. 
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*'  the  orgaifs  of  her.  fancy,"  by  the 
apprehension  of  those  large  fines  by 
which  the  law  has  lately  attempted  to 
deter  adulterers^  holding  out  the  cer- 
tain prospect  of  long  imprisonmenti 
or    banishment    from    their    native 
country,  to  that  tribe  of  led  captains, 
and  "  second  brothers  to  men  of  qua- 
lity," who  are  most  apt  to  arrange 
themselves  in  the  ranks  of  cecisbeos 
and  gallants.     But  whether  the  lady 
be  wife  or  spinstev,  she  was  equally 
defended  by   those  laws   of  honour 
which  compel  the  fashionable  rake  to 
be  an  expert  swordsman  before  he 
aspires  to  be  a  seducer  ;    and  few  of 
our   gay  Lotharios  would  choose  to- 
run  the  gauntlet  with  husbands^  fa^ 
thers,    and   brothers,    unless  pre*as — 
sured  that  the  guardians  of  their  Ca— • 
lista's  honour,  "  fierceness  and  pride^ 
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"  would  ^oon  be  charmed  to  rest,'^ 
and  the  yielding  fair  be  content  to 
give  up  all  for  them. 
.  Such  are  the  inferences  which  com- 
mon  sense  always  draws  from  a  story 
of  criminal  intrigue;  and  however  the 
eloquence  of  the  bar  may  seek  to  dif 
vert  indignation/  and  ingeniously  pal- 
liate the  frail  fair  one's  guilt,  by  re- 
presenting her  as  the  victim  of  her  gal- 
lant's unremitting  assiduity,  or  as  be- 
ing so  supereminently  endowed  with 
taste,  eloquence,  and  beauty,  that 
all  who  beheld  her  must  love ;  this 
rigid  censor,  inflexible  as  a  British 
judge  on  the  bench  of  justice,  adheres 
to  the. honest  bluntness  of  her  original 
conclusion :  taste,  eloqiience,  and 
beauty,  are  too  common  adjuncts  of 
polished  society  to  disarm  her  severity; 
^nd  she  determines  that  there  must  be 
^  great  degree  of  criminal  levity  in  the 
Conduct  of  a  woman  of  rank  and  for- 
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tatie,  before  any  man,  especially  a 
mere  opera  lounger,  or  genteel  de-* 
pendant  on  the  family,  could  dare  to 
assail  her  with  a  criminal  proposition. 
Here,  therefore,  the  term  seduction 
must  be  misapplied,  except  when  the 
criminality,  or  studied  negligence  of 
the  husband^  has  made  him  the  active 
agent  of  his  own  disgrace.  In  this 
case,  common  sense  may  feel  inclined 
to  extenaate  the  lady's  offences ;  but 
it  will  only  be  by  lamenting  that  the 
manners  of  the  age  have  an  alarming 
tendency  to  promote  conjugal  infide- 
Hty,  by  sanctioning  conjugal  indiffer- 
ence; but  she  will* still  insist,  that 
though  a  libertine,  or  contemptuous 
husbandy  must  make  his  wife  misera-* 
ble,  it  is  her  own  indiscretion  that 
makes  her  criminal.  An  agreeable  in- 
sinuating young  man*  is  too  dange- 

* 

*  See  Lcttscr  XII. 
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iwts  a  <!ampanion  for  a  resentful  of- 
fended woman,  to  be  admitted  to  con-' 
£dence  and  intimacyr  If  her  soito%vs^ 
are  too  poignant  to  be  confined  to  her 
own  bosom,  let  her  find  z.  female  friend 
with  whom  she  may  more  safely  ne-^ 
pose  them.  If  the  solitude  of  home 
be  insupportable,  connexions  may  be 
formed,  and  amusements  sought^ 
which  cannot  endanger  her  fame,  htt 
virtue,  or  her  peace.  It  is  the  mad- 
ness of  despair  to  rush  into  the  arma 
of  ruin,  because  she  has  drawn  a  blank 
in  the  lottery  of  connubial  happiness. 
Let  a  lady  shew,  by  her  conduct,  that 
.though  her  Mcdded  protector  desfirts^ 
hiiS  charge,  she  still  respect^  herself; 
and  &he  will  excite  those  sentiments' 
of  esteem,  and  chastised  admiration, 
which  suit  the  hallowed  and  indelibl-e 
character  that  she  has  assumed ;  nor" 
will  she  be  often  called  upon  to  repress' 
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the  insulting  attentions  of  presiunpF' 

tuous  auclav'ity. 

But,   beside  these   prudential   re« 
straintSy  which  the  free  censures  of  a 
really  enlightened  age  should  impose 
on  that  elevated  station  whose  actions 
are  most  conspicuous,  tlie  democrati- 
cal   turn  which  public   opinion   has 
lately  taken,  offers  still  more  imperi- 
ously momentous    considerations    to 
check  the  rash  career  of  open  profli- 
gacy.    The  melancholy  fall  of  birth 
and  grandeur  in  a  neighbouring  king- 
dom, may  convince  those  who  possess- 
such  distinctions  in  our  own,  that  nei- 
ther law,  justice,  nor  power,  can  pre- 
serve their  present  superiority,  if  the 
voice  of  popular  frenzy  decree  their 
overthrow.    With  whatever  severity 
we  may  justly  reprobate  the  mischie- 
vous doctrines  which  impose  on  the 
commonalty,  and  persuade   them  to 
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imagine  that  the  suppression  of  rank 
and  opulence  would  contribute  to 
their  own  exaltation,  or  even  advan- 
tage, I  must  execrate  the  unblushing 
vices  of  those  conspicuous  sinners,  who 
court  pubheity,  and  defy  reproach; 
for  they  are  a  still  surer  engine  of  de- 
struction to  overwhelm  our  well-poised 
state.  If  our  nobility  and  gentry  are 
swept  away  from  remembrance,  their 
ruin  must  be  accelerated  by  an  act  of 
self-murder;  I  should  rather  say,  by 
fratricide.  In  proof  of  what  I  have 
alleged,  that  the  lower  orders  per- 
fectly understand  that  vice  puts  all 
Upon  a  level,  I  appeal  to  the  tumul- 
tuary applause  which  has  crowned  that 
scene  in  the  play  of  John  Bull,  where 
tlie  brazier  seizes  the  clwir  lately  oc- 
cupied by  the  justice,  on  the  latter 
refusing  to  receive  the  frail  daughter 
of  the  mechanic  with  open  arms  into 

his 


Ills  family,  m  a  suitable  wife  for  'hrtFTi^ 
bertine  heir.  Have  not  the  boxes  learn* 
ed,  during  the  almost  innumerable  re« 
presentations  of  this  popular  piece, 
that  when  they  echo  the  laugh  of  the 
galleries,  they  virtually  degrade  their 
own  order  ? 

This,  though  a  striking,  is  cmly  6te 
instance  of  the  reigning  humour  of 
the  time*.  To  represent  the  higher 
ranks  as  mean,  absurd,  vicious,  mer- 
cenary, or  tyrannical,  seems  a  sure 
road  to  reputation  among  our  drama- 
tists; and  the  higher  they  have  co- 
loured the  caricature,  the  more  ample 
has  been  their  success*  Perhaps  the 
passion  for  German  imitation,  which 
lately  gave  law  to  our  stage,  may  have 
hurried  our  jrlay-wrigfets  into  the  ad- 
option of  a  defamatory  libel  on  great- 
ness, without  fully  discerning  its  mis- 
chievous tendency.    It  is  certain,  that 
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when  they  describe  poverty  as  the  na- 
tive swl  of  exalted  sentiment  and. dis- 
interested virtue,  they  neither  derive 
their  inspiration  from  nature,  nor  the 
muse.  Bi^t  as  this  absurd  passion  for 
booibast  fustian,  trivial  events,  ex- 
travagant sentiment,  outrageous  libe- 
rality, and  perverted  morality,  seems 
deetining  (thanks  to  the  spirited  sa- 
tire with  M'hich  it  has  been  attacked), 
let  us  hope  that  dramas  of  really 
English  growth  will  be  clear  from  this 
foreign  excrescence.  Let  our  own  ad- 
mirable Shakspeare  serve  here,  as  in 
other  instances,  for  the  mothel.  He 
drew  the  great  as  they  really  are,  dis- 
graced by  ci  imes,  or  glorious  for  vir- 
tues, struggling  with  the  temptations 
incident  to  their  stations  or  their  na- 
ture, but  not  necessarily  degraded  by 
moving  in  that  sphere  of  life  to  which 
Providence  limits  their  trials  and  their 
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duties.  He  depictured  the  unlettered 
vulgar  too  in  their  genuine  colour,  and 
with  "  a  master's  hand  and  prophet's 
*'  fire*"  Two  hundred  years  have  not 
effaced  the  resemblance,  notwithstand- 
ing the  change  of  manners  and  opi* 
nions  which  luxury  and  opulence  have 
introduced.  Many  a  valiant  Talbot 
and  open-hearted  Hotspur  still  support 
tlie  honour  of  their  country  in  the 
tented  field ;  and  the  latter  seems  in* 
deed  again  **  the  glass  wherein  our 
**  noble  youth  do  dress  themselves.'* 
Many  a  pious  Cordelia  still  ministers, 
in  privacy,  to  the  sorrows  of  a  petu* 
lant  unhappy  •  father;  and  nmny  a 
faithful  Imogen  pursues  the  steps  of 
her  truant  lord,  anxious  to  recover  his 
affections,  even  at  the  expense  pf  life- 
and  fortune.  Be  it  remembered  too, 
that  many  a  ferocious  Cade,  and 
wrong-headed    Bevis,     panting    for 
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change,  yet  ignorant  of  what  change 
must  produce,  are  watching  and  mag- 
nifying the  crimes  of  a  faithless  Mar- 
garet, and  intriguing  Eleanor*.  But 
to  return. 

Next  to  that  base  abdication  of  her 
own  importance,  M'hich  the  aban- 
doned woman  of  rank  tacitly  ratifies 
whenever  she  permits  the  world  to 
bruit  her  shame,  the  increasing  faci- 
lity with  which  ladies  of  lost  charac- 
ter are  re-admitted  to  the  once  select 
and  decorous  circle  of  refined  society, 
becomes  a  subject  of  alarm  to  consi- 
derate minds,  intent  on  the  preserva- 
tion of  evety  barrier  to  female  inno- 


,  *  Sec  Henry  VI,  part  2.  The  characters  of 
these  princesses  are  here  spoken  of  in  their  poe- 
tical dress^  not  as  they  are  preserved  in  the  unpre- 
jndiced  page  of  history,  which  does  justice  to  the 
heroical  constancy  and  conjugal  affection  of  the 
roagnaninaous  consort  of  "  Holy  Henry." 
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cetice.  The  maxims  which  iiidoccd 
our  ancestors  to  determine,  that  even 
if  we  ^*  deplored  our  loss  with  tears, 
**  one.  false  step  for  ever  damned  the, 
•*  fame  "  of  women,  though  apparently 
severe,  were  in  reality  merciful.  Thi* 
degradation  might,  itideed,  harden  a 
few  reprobates  in  vice,  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  hypocrites ;  but 
it  sent  many  a  real  penrtent  to  that 
retirement  which  true  rej>entance 
loves^  and  it  preserved  thousands  of 
thoughtless  impassroncd  victims  from 
the  allurements  of  guilty  pleasure,  by 
the  consciousness  that  they  could  not 
endure  a  life  of  reproach.  Whatever 
encouragement  mercy  and  charity  may 
hold  out  to  a  backsliding  sister  deter* 
mined  to  renounce  the  evil  of  her 
ways,  let  not  her  who  hesitates  be  ex- 
cited  to  offend,  by  stripping  vice  ei- 
ther of  its  punishments  or  its  horrors. 

Let 
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X^tthc  young  and  unexperienced  ever 
think,  that  if  they  pass  the  bourne  of 
chastity,  society  will  disclaim  them, 
and  to  return  to  it  will  be  impracticch- 
Sic.  If  they  venture  on  the  guilty 
.deed  with  the  forethought  encourage- 
ment, that  they  shall  soon  emerge 
from  their  night  of  shame,  their  sin  is 
dreadfully  aggravated.  Our  best  di- 
vines maintain,  that  ithatever  hope 
.the  heavenly  promise  of  forgiveness 
affords  to  true,  contrition,  it  is  most 
desperate  wickedness  to  transgress 
"  that  grace  may  abound."  If,  in 
that  storm  of  passions  which  attends 
a  strong  temptation,  reason  can  he 
heard  to  plead  that  it  will  be  but  a 
.  temporary  disgrace,  she  has  leisure  to 
assert  her  natural  superiority,  and  by 
betraying  her  trust,  becomes  the  ally, 
instead  of  the  curb,  of  incontinence. 
We  will  suppose  (which  I  fear  is  far 

from 


from  being  the  case)  that  the  principles 
of  matronly  ladies  are  so  fixed,  that 
they  run  no  danger  of  contaminatioa 
by  frequently  hearing  the  soft  glosses 
which  conscious  offenders  must  cast 
over  the  crimes  of  which  they  have 
been  publicly  convicted;  yet  let  us 
compassionate  the  tender  bloom  of 
virgin  innocence,  and  save  the  youth- 
ful part  of  our  sex  from  the  pestilen- 
tial blast  of  infectious  sophistry.  We 
will  suppose  that  a  young  lady  has 
been  not  only  innocently,  but  wisely 
educated;  taught  to  esteem  virtue, 
and  to  shrink  with  abhorrence  from 
audacious  vice;  accustomed  only  to 
contemplate  respectable  characters, 
and  full  of  those  ideas  of  worth  and 
honour  which  are  generally  associated 
in  an  ingenuous  inexperienced  mind. 
She  steps  from  the  school-room  to  the 
crowded   rout,    and    beholds  a  lady 
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splendid  in  her  appearance,  most  fais^ 
cinating  in  her  manner,  to  whom 
every  one  pays  obsequious  court;  the 
beaux  crowd  around  her  to  catch  her 
smiles  and  hear  her  whispers,  and  the 
belles  shew  their  admiration  by  wear- 
ing her  uniform.  The  unsuspecting 
tyro  in  the  subtle  game  of  life  steps 
forward  to  inquire  the  name  of  this 
supposed  paragon  of  the  day,  this 
Arria,  this  Cornelia,  in  whose  hallow- 
ed form  she  fancies  the  domestic  vir- 
tues are  worshipped ;  and  sh«  hears 
with  horror  and  astonishment  that  it 
is  one  who  has  been  branded  in  the 
public  prints,  degraded  by  the  clear 
evidence  of  impartial  justice,  exposed 
by  obscene  caricatures,  and  ridiculed 
by  the  lowest  witticisms;  in  fine, 
that  she  is  a  creature  whom  no  one 
can  defamCy  and  \vhom  any  one  may 
abuse  with  impunity.     She  turns  away 
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shuddering  with  disgust,  and  pdrhaps 
listens  to  the  hon-mots  of  a  faded 
courtezaiii  whose  early  days  passed  fa 
the  low  haunts  of  vulgar  licentious- 
ness, but  who,  in  the  wane  of  life,  has 

• 

persuaded  her  uxorious  keeper  to  give 
her  the  name  of  his  wife ;  not  thatsbe 
may  repent  of  her  former  errors,  nor 
yet  to  secure  her  such  a  competence 
that  ^^  lack  of  means  enforce  her  not 
**  to  evil;"  but  for  the  aVowcd  pur- 
pose of  introducing  her  into  compjE^ 
high  at  least  in  rank,  though  lovr  in 
ideas  of  decorum;  and  whoinustpre* 
pare    themselves   for  lier  reception 
cither  by  copious  draughts  of  Lethe, 
or  strong  doses  of  candid  sentiment. 
As  I  may  suppose,  my  fair  novice  pos» 
«esses  too  much  good  sense  to  call  such 
time-serving  adulation  compassion,  or 
such  egregious  folly  generous  love, 
Avhat  must  be  her  oninibn  of  the  wo- 
men 
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Men  who  thus  iMyldly  take  the  lead 
vhere  they  should  not  so  much  as 
vish  to  appear,  and  of  the  society^  who 
jigfer,  nay  coutt  the  intrusion  ?  Will 
she  not,  on  comparing  the  world  of 
manners  and  the  world  of  books,  e!c- 
claim,  like  the  Roman  patriot,  *^  O 
*<  virtue!  have  I  worshipped  thee  as 
^^  a  substantial  good,  and  att  thou  but 
**  9n  empty  name!'* 

It  is  pleaded,  that  society  owts  so 
many  plesesures  to  agreeable  talents 
and  polished  manners,  that  those  who 
possess  these  passports  should  b^  al^* 
lowed  to  go  every  where  without  be- 
ing subjected  to  a  rigorous  examina- 
tion. Thb  is  to  weaken  the  basis 
of  social  intercourse,  and  to  over- 
load the  superstructure ;  to  endanger 
all  the  sacrj^d  ^'  charities  of  father, 
**  son,  and  brother,"  that  we  may  re- 
turn from  the  fetiguing  crowd  of  routs 
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and  a$sem1ili.es^  amused  by  a  ft;v 
sprightly  sayings,  or,  soothed  by  the 
smoothness  of  polite  {Attentions.  Is 
not  this  folly  similar  to  that  of  swalr 
lowing  poison,  because  it  Itas  been  disr 
solved  in  a  well- flavoured  menstruum? 
But,  after  all,  are  we  certain  that  wc 
make  this  dreadful  sacrifice  to  real 
wit  and  true  elegance;  or  has  fashion 
^played  the  cheat  here,  as  she  has  done 
in  various  instances,  and  dressed  up  a 
falsp  Florimel  of  her  own  creation  tf> 
impose  upen  her  short-sighted  v6ta;<^ 
ries?  I  know  too  little  of  the  walks  in 
which  these  phenomena  move  to  de* 
terminc  this  important  in<]uiry.  I 
can  only  speak  by  bear-say  evidenct, 
and  must  confess. th^t,  had  I  Mt  bis^cn 
assured  to  the  contrary,  I  sboipld  have 
referred  what  has  been  repeated  to  me 
as  the  pure  Attic  wit  of  these  English 
Ninons^  to  the  inspiration  of  atreams 
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itai  simple  thkn  the  Pitrxzn;  Mrfiiie 
the  manners  and  attitudes  ^tch  the 
eferraptufed  describer  spoke  of  as  co- 
pied frorti  the  graces,  aieemed  to  ilic 
the  sigti-post  diaub  of  effrontery,  or 
the  hasty  sketch  of  capricious  affec* 
tatidn.  If  we  take  our  ideisis^^of  vrit 
ftom  Cowley's  admirable  definition, 
it  seems  impossible  that  any  trace  of 
it  should  Remain  in  the  mind  of  a  wo«* 
iBan  w)vo  has  so  long  tenounced  the 
diftttnguishitig  characteristic  of  her 
selty  that  she  can  scarcely  know  how 
to  ape  tts'  language,  or  to  guesi  what 
wete  its  pure  idMs.  And  if  we  sup^-* 
pose  Milton  correct  in  his  notions  of 
eleganee,  what  resemblance  can  the 
impenitent  wanton  bear  to  his  picture 
of  our  general  mother  in  her  state  of 
innocence  ? 

**  Grace  wai  in  all  her  stepi^  heaven  in  her  tyc, 
*'  ItL  every  gesture  dignity  and  love." 
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My  limrted  knowledge  of  high  life 
makes  me  suspect,  that  the  bliad  ilh 
fatuation  of  the  worshipper  often^-as- 
bribes  such  piquancy  to  the  manners 
and  expressions  of  the  idol,  as  coiiU 
not  possibly  be  tolerated  in  a  weli-bried 
x^ircle;  and  therefore  that  these  w^ 
steered  ladies  are  not  quite  so  impudent 
and  overwhelming  as  they  are  de- 
scribed to  be  ;  yet  I  must  insist,  tbi^ 
when  the  mind  is  deeply  contaminated* 
it  will  speak  through  its  bodily  oi^;a]i% 
in  spite  of  the  most  guarded  cauti4>a 
The  eye  will  converse  in  a  language 
unknown  to  the  timid  glanc^sof  no- 
desty;  the  turns  of  the  countenance 
will  betray  secrets  to  which  delicacy 
is  a  stranger ;  and  decorum  will  be 
violated  by  a  tliousand  minutias  to 
which  even  the  practised  actress  has 
wanted  skill  to  attend.     But  the  dan- 
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unwarily  adopt  what  seems  to  procure 

cfelebrity ;    and,   though  it  solely  aim 

%t  being  fashionable^  may  transform  it^ 

exterior  into  a  Ukeness  that  it  would 

tfbhor.     Thus,  while  debauchees  and 

deists  rejmce  in  the  increasing  freedom 

Ibi  what  may  still  be  called  virtuous 

Mciety,  our  manners  are  in  the  most 

tennineQt  danger  of  losing  the  proud 

fijstinctions  of  delicacy  and  purity ; 

fompared  with  which,  wit  and  ele^f 

jhnee,.  even  when  genuine,  are  but 

iirbat  the  setting  is  to  the  diamond. 

,   But  it.may  be  asked,  will  not  peni- 

^ce  revoke  the  severe  interdict  which 

kars  the  doors  of .  society  against  fe* 

Biale  frailty?.   Most  unquestionably, 

SO: far. as  friendship  or  kindred  are 

xoncerned..    A  very  able  instructress* 

*  See  Mrs.  More's  Essays,  and  Strictures  oa 
Education. 
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of  our  sex  has  determined,  that  tni( 
penitence  will  not  wisli  to  exceed  thoae 
bounds,  or  to  mix  in  the  crowded 
haunts  of  public  life.  Nor  let  a  de» 
cision  be  censured  for  severity,  "whitlk 
is  really  the  dictate  of  nercy^  mac- 
tioned  by  a  thorough  knoivledgc  of 
tlie  human  heart,  and  proceedings  frMi 
lively  sympathy  for  those  a4io,  thongil 
A9  longer  offtndhi^^  c<Hitinuc  to  he 
unfcriunatt.  When  the. soul  is  reaBy 
awakened  by  the  sense  of  its  own  back* 
slidings,  when  it  feels  the  reproofs  of 
conscience  and  the  shame  of  contritioQ, 
it  will  naturally  shrink  from  returning 
to  those  scenes  which  it  knows  an 
dangerous  to  reputation  and  peace. 
Convincedof  her  own  weakness  afraid 
to  trust  her  scarcely  con£rnied  resolu* 
tions,  and  concluding  by  the  publicity 
of  her  story,  that  all  who  see.  her  will 

look 
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look  Upon  her  either  with  contempt, 
reproach,  or  pity,  the  true  Magdalen 
wishes  alike  to  avoid  the  hazarid  of 
falling  into  ne^r  transgressions,  and 
the  contumely  attending  the  ^st. 
She  is  deafer  than  the  adder  to  the 
syren  strains  of  adulation;  iheknowa 
too  ii:ell  the  '^Hlt  lliat  spring  from 
^^  beauty  ;*'  sjUendour  bos  lost  its  at* 
troctJons;  she  cannot  derive  amuse* 
ment  from  crowds,  because  she  canr 
HO  longer  mingle  in  them  without 
feeling  a  sense  of  degradation,  Sh(; 
coiisiders  too,  that  if  she  should  again 
aspire  to  fashiotiable  celebrity,  her's 
would  be  an  uphill  painful  task;  every 
eye  Mould  be  fixed  upon  her  conduct; 
every  tongue  inclined  to  question  the 
sincerity  of  her  professions;  what 
would  be  thought  mere  vivacity  iu 
unsuspected  innocence,  would  in  her 
be  levity;  and  marked  reserve  .would 
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be  coMtrued  into  a  prudish  ^  vizard 
thrown  over  the  worst  designs.  Her 
ivhispers  would  be  supposedito  convey 
assignations,  her  reproofs  would  be 
called  the  splenetic  dictates  of  jealousy. 
Besides,  can  she  that  has  so  weighty  a 
task  to  perform  afford  to  trifle  away 
the  important  hours?  Turn  thee, 
backsliding  daughter,  turn  to  the  cobl 
sequestered  vale  of  life,  and  thy  trou- 
bled day  may  yet  have  a  peaceful 
close.  Rational  amusement,  reno- 
vated esteem,  friendship,  content" 
ment^  tranquillity,  and  religious  hope^ 
may  still  be  all  thine  own. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  the  harsh  decree 
of  outrageous  virtue,  but  the  mild 
counsels  of  kindness  and  sympathy^ 
that  determine  the  preservation  of  those 
distinctions  which  custom  has  long 
preserved  between  unsuspected  and 
forfeited  characters.    And  if  those^ 

in 
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ki  whose  favour  these  barriers  might 
he  broken  down  with  safety,  are  toe 
well  convinced  of  their  expedience  to 
require  their  abolition,  let  us  deter- 
mine to  defend  the  privileges  of  inno- 
cence from  the  pertinacious  attacks  of 
impudence .  and  hardened  depravity. 
The  increasing  facility  of  intercourse 
between  the  most  profligate  and  the 
most  irreproachable  women,  which  is 
a  marked  and  peculiar  feature  of  these 
times,  threatens  more  than  our  man- 
ners. The  transition  is  very  easy,  and 
^nerally  very  rapid,  from  unrestrain- 
ed freedom  of  behaviour,  to  unrestraint 
ed  freedom  of  conduct ;  and  especially 
when  the  mind  has  not  been  deeply 
tinctured  with  religious  truths,  in 
which  case  the  opinion  of  the  world 
forms  One  of  the  strongest  bulwarks^ 
of  virtue.  Bairishment  from  parties  of 
hig^  ton^  and  estrangement  from  the 
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Afnusenients  which  every  one  talks  df, 
iiave  often  intimidated  the  wavering 
fair  one,  and  imposed  a  guarded  4)&- 
corum  of  maBoer  on  the  determined 
canton.  Let  us  not  then,  when  the 
cardinal  virtue  of  our  sex  is  assaifeil 
by  unuavtal  perils,  resign  one  of  its 
most  materia)  outworks :  we  have  an 
encouraging  exam]ple  set  before  us, 
which  it  behoves  us  to  copy.  There 
is  a  circle,  and  that  the  highest,  wbere 
the  convic/e^  ad ul tress  dares  not-sfabir 
lier  audacious  front.  May  this  pvobi^ 
bition  be  coeval  with  the  duration  of 
our  monarchy  ;  and  may  the  eyes  of 
a  British  qiteen  never  be  ofiFended  hf . 
tlie  presence  of  such  as  glory  in  vio^ 
latiog  those  laws  of  which  her  ivorf 
sceptre  constitutes  her  ihe  girardian. 
The  next  circwmstance  which  has 
an  unfavourable  and  farming  eifed 
«n  female  virtue  is^  that  u»nremitting 
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pursuit  of  amusement  so  universal  in 
the  great  world.  "  Cohimuiie'whh  thy 
**  awn  heart  in  thy  chimbcr  and  be 
.  ^*  dtHV  is  the  precept  of  the  tbyal 
penitent,  who  khei^  tod  well  what 
watchful  atteutioii  the  hulnah  heart 
requires  in  order  to  subdue  its  propen^ 
sity  to  evil.  Shall  I  injure  the  fair 
fashibnist,  if  I  suggest  that  her  bosom 
inmate  demands  as  frequent  exatnina* 
tfon,  and  as  constant  controul,  as  that 
of  the  highly  endowed,  thoujgh  great- 
ly offending  David?  Little  did  he 
think,  when  be  twice  spared  the  life 
of  'his  inexorable  enemy  Saul,  who 
denied  him  a  shelter  even  among  the 
rocks  and  witds  of  his  native  land^  th  Jt 
the  ^ime  would  come^  when^  securely 
sitting  on  the  throne  of  Israel,  he 
iSiould  meanly  project  the  murder  of 
the  .faithful  veteran  who  bravely  re^ 
fused  repose  while  the  enemies  of  his 
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king  remained  unsubdued.     Can  we 
trace  any  similitude  between  the  self* 
commanding  hero^  whoj  like  our  own 
Sidney^ on  the  fatal  plainsof  Zutphen^ 
refused  to  taste  the  eagerly  desired 
waters  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem^ ,  be* 
cause  it.  had  been  purchased  by  the 
jeopardy  of  the  lires  of  three  of  his 
valiant  captains,  and  the  lustful  ty^ 
;rant  whose  insatiable  appetites  violated 
the  honour  of  defenceless  beauty?  Yet 
it  was  the  same  man  who  acted  ia 
these  different  characters ;  it  was  he 
who  was- alternately,,  as  supported  or 
deserted  by  the  Almighty,  the  shep** 
herd  conqueror  of  Goliath,  whom  tho 
virgins  of  Israel  extolled  in  their  songs^ 
and  the  aged  forlorn  fugitive  who  fle^' 
from  his  rebellious  offspring.    Modenr 
times  are  not  destitute  of  examples  to 
prove,  that  honour  and  prosperity  arc 
alike  unstable ;    nor  can  we  preserve 

either 
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either  our  spiritual  or  temporal  affairs 
from  disorder,  but  by  continued  vigi- 
l^ice.     We  are  now  considering  the 
former;    and  let  me  remind  all  who 
shall  honour  these  ^  reflections  witb  i^ 
perusal,  that  the  road  from  the  heights 
of  virtue  to  the  depths  of  vice  does  not 
lead  you  down  3,  ste^  precipice,  but  a 
gradual  slope.     A  slight  indiscretion^ 
vrhich  scarcely  alarms  the  most  scru* 
pulous  conscience,  if  suffered-  to  pass 
without  observation,  pr>epares  the  mind 
for  a  serious  error ;    error  delivers  it 
.over  to  crime;  and  crime,  when  often 
repeated,  petrifies-  the  moral  feelinga 
into,  insensible  depravity.     The  sen- 
sibilities of  virtue  should  be  cherished 
.with  as  much  care  as  the  sensibilities 
of  temper  should  be  modified;  and  un- 
less we  allow  the  soul  time  to  whisper 
.ta  us  in  retirement,  we  can    never 

catch? 
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eztch  its  still  ftoft  voice  amid  the  busy 
turmoil  of  dissipatioti. 

Were  tlK5  Christian  duty  of  self-ex- 
amination rigorously  performed,  I 
•m  persuaded  the  world  would  exhibit 
ft  rery  diiferent  appearance,  both  with 
respect  to  sin,  and  to  its  constant 
associate,  sorrow.  Enfeebled  virtue 
would  recorer  ks  stability ;  nay^  the 
seducer  himself  would  pause  hi  his 
guilty  career,  and  perceive  "censidera- 
^  tion  come  like  an  angel  to  whip  the 
^*  offending  Adam  out  of  him, '^  and  to 
ffhow  him  the  little  value  of  what  he 
Meks  to  purchase  at  the  risk  of  eternal 
perdition.  Nor  are  the  uses  of  rcftec- 
4ion  and  meditation  confined  to  our 
H>oral  conduct,  though  their  exercise 
is  here  most  important.  It  is  by  these 
means  that  the  difficulties  of  science 
fi^re  conquered,  and  the  refinements  of 
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acquired.  Tlie  ^ilfiil  artiK  is 
formed  by  this  telf-comniimioD ;  and 
-the  pians  of  the  statesmim  jcuui  the 
'Warrior  are  tihus  ripened  iolo  perfect 
'tioa.  Even  that  which  is icnown.hythe 
iname  of  pleasure  is  more  truly  enjoyed 
by  retrospection  in  the  siknjce  of  your 
^wn  apartment,  thai^  «\vhen  thejgaudy 
#cene  actually  passed  yotir  ^staring' 
eyes,  and  the  confused  bu^^r  of  aound 
4^ftated  your  ears.  Suck  aa.  act  of 
4he  memory  may  be  compared  to  fbe 
-aninud  faculty  of  rtuminalioii ;  ve  at 
Jirst  swallow  pleasure  in  the.grossy  aud 
-are  too^anxious  to  .devour  much,  to 
-discover  of  what  it  is  •com.posed-;  bui 
^bcB  re-masticated,  we  discern  its  pe- 
^culiar  pungency.  A  load  of  undi- 
gested pleasure  (suffierme  to  continue 
the  allusion)  palis  the  satiated  appe* 
-iitt;  a  small  quantity,  talj^es  after 
|iroper  jntervals^  e^hikratcp  ike  api«* 
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i^itu*,  and  infuses  alacrity  into  every 
part.  This  is  especially  true  of  the 
pleasures  Mhich  arise  from. con verssr- 
tion.  Refined  wit  and  brilliant  sense 
eommunicate  an  inward  degree  of 
satisfaction  every  time  we  recall  them 
to  our  remembrance.  Genius^  whether 
we  seek  her  in  the  walks  of  the  imita- 
tive artSy*  or  in  the  **  nobler  growth^ 
^'thought,?,  does'  not  immediately 
pour  her  full  radiance  on  our  eyes; 
we  must  study  her  splendour  before 
we  can  ascertain  its  degree  of  bright^ 
nessi  Even  elegance  and  beauty, 
when  they  belong  to  the  higher  de** 
grees  of  excellence,  solicit  jTiintf/e  ab* 
tention,  and  refuse  to  unveil  their  Gdy 
graces,  to  the  careless  gaze;  of  the 
hurried  beholder. 

Are  those  then,  may  we  not  ask, 
true  voluptuaries,  who  fly  from  plea^- 
«ure.-to  pleasurt;  eager  to  grasp  al^ 

and 


mi  yet;  securing  non*?  "No,  my 
dear 'young  friend,  they  are  only  a»- 
otfaer  order  of  those  drudging  sliaiires  of 
Tasi^'  Irho  wonld  impose  themselves 

^  ipoa  u»  rustics  as*  free  and  happy  be- 
ingis ;  or/  to  speak  in  fashionable  slangy 
as  people  of  very  high  ton.  ^'Some 
M  demon  whispered  to  them,  have  a 

'*•  taste;**  but  as  nature  had  with- 
holden  from  them  that  property,  tfccy 
detenpiiied  to  affect  one.  Without 
any  real  gusto  to  determine  tlieir 
choice,  and  perplexed  by  the  decrees 
of  fashion,  as  arbitrary  as  those  of  the 
Medes  and  Persians,  but  more  variable 
than  the  shape  of  the  clouds  in  a 
squally  day,  these  unhappy  people, 
without  a  relish  for  any  thing,  are 
forced  to  see  9II  that  is  to  be  seen, 
and  to  go  every  where,  lest  they  should 

'  omit  the  one  amusement  on  which 
their  eclat*  depends^    You, '  who  are 

accus- 


tcrustomed  ta  spend  a  bappy  evening 
iu  the  enjoyment  of  domestic  tiM^ 
quillity,  M^ould  laugh  to  observe  the 
multitudes  wbieb  the  world  of  ^ishion 
pojurs  forth  as  soon  as  the  world  of 
justness  has  retired  to  repose.  Did 
you  see  tbat  incessant  routine  of  car- 
riages  wfaich  nightly  pour  tbrough 
tbe  streets  and  squares  at  tlie  wtBt* 
end  of  the  toun,  you  would  at  leasf 
conclude  tbat  rest  and  domestic  com^ 
fort  were  sacrificed  to  some  exquisite 
enjoyment;  and  that  no  one  wouM 
reverse  tbe  order  of  nature  without 
having  some  equivalent  to  balatoee  tbe 
privations  they  must  endure.  Satis? 
fied  that  the  owners  are  going  to  be 
very  happy,  I  su&|>eci  that  your  hvr^ 
mane  disposition  will  lead  you  to  pity 
the  serva^its,  and  even  tlie  horses^  who 
nmsit  be  exposed  for  many  hours  to 
the  tocleqieacy  of  tlie  weather;  but 

could 
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eoultl  you  look  M-itbia  thfiae  splenilM 
vcjbiclcs,  you  woiiid  confess  that  tl^e^ 
teal  ohjcQts  of  pity  were  there.  Lam* 
guid  4pd  spiritlesd^  the  &ne  lidy  sets 
#ii|t  upon  her  i»jght)y  round,  Hiore  rcr 
iMCta/pt  than  t^  watc^an  doeii  ^  liif 
monotoQOM^  task.  *SU»e  loiust  ntnp  m  %% 
aU  the  pteces  that  are  marfc^d  in  het 
VisHHEig  list ;  but  as  time  presses,  and 
dispatch  is  necesi^aryi  she  can  only. 
5ttst  ki6k  in  and  see  whx>  is  there 
before  die  flies  to  another  quarter* 
JSt^  nust  go  to  such  a  public  amusen 
xnent,  because  it  is  the  first  night  of 
an  exhibition  which  every  body  talks 
6f ;  she  can,  however,  do  no  mora, 
than  inakeher  entry  and  exit,  for  her 
tin>e  fs  minuted,  and  a  vast  deal  of 
genelralship  depends,  upon  the  exper 
dit^on  0f  her  coachman.  %Ask  tins 
votary  of  fashion,  livlietber  «he  liked 
herprecediag^v^niBg,  andher  account 

will 
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wttl  only  add  to  Solomon's  mournfu) 
catalogue-^  of  deceitful  vanities.     She 
cannot  tell  you  what  was  said  or  what 
was  done ;  it  is  almost  impossible  fof. 
her  to  recollect  whom  she  saw*    There* 
was  the  usual  set  at  oine  place>  and  It 
▼ery  vulgar^lookitfg  party  at  another: 
At  a  third  house,  she  heard  some  di> 
testable  music;  and  every  body  seemed 
sleepy  and  stupid  at  a  fourth*    $he 
made  an  attempt  to  look  in  at  the  dear 
duchess's;  but  the  crowd  was  to  im* 
xnense,  that  she  could  proceed  no  for* 
ther  than  (he  anti-room ;  in  retumiogi 
she  beard  the  most  violent  screaming^ 
and  her  own  carriage  was.  broke  to 
pieces.     On  the  whole,  she  never  was 
so  alarmed  nor  so  weary  in  her  Kfe; 
and  this  morning  she  is  annoyed  by  an 
insufferable   headache,   which  makes 
her  miserable.    Still,  however,  she  has 
not  a  moment  to  spare ;  \  a  party.  yfzit% 

for 
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finr  ber  at  Madame  Lanchester*s ;  from 
thence  she  must  go  to  the  Bxbfbilato, 
where  she  can  only  run  round '*4he 
rooms,  as  she  has  six  calls  to  make nn 
her  way  to  the  Park;    from  whence 
she  must  return  in  time  to  dress  for  a 
dining  party;    then   to  the  Opera V 
and  after  that  she  meets  a  few  private 
iViends  at  a  petite  souper.     Observe, 
inclination  ^nd  pleasure  Rre  never  as^ 
signed  as  the  motives  for  these  Hers* 
eiilean  labours ;  compulsion  and  nece^ 
4ity  oblige  these  violent  eiibrts  r    She 
dislikes  all  that  she  sees,  4he  fatigue 
iS  insupportable,  she  knows  it  will  kill 
her ;  but  rigid  duty  proscribes  reflec- 
tion and  repose.     Ta  whom,  you  will 
ask,  does  she  owe  this  duty ;  t6  her 
God,   her  King,  or  her  family  ?  No^ 
she  owes  it  to  "vanity^  who  calls  this  a 
life  of  pleasure.     The  tolling  mil^ 
horse  is  not  a  greater  slave,  nor  are 

his 


his  motions  circmmscrib^  bj  iamt 
arfaitniry  itijimctioiiSb  For  do  not  rap- 
pose  that  a  certificate  of  your  baviog 
driven  about  town  all  night  is  suffi- 
cient to  acquit  you  of  beings  a  hmflh 
drum ;  jou  must  prove  that  you  bifvc 
been  at  the  very  high  parties^  and  ex*> 
actly  at  the  genteel  hour.  You  may 
naturally  admire  the  graces  of  the  tra* 
gic  and  cfomic  muses ;  but  let  not  the 
names  of  Siddons  and  Jordan  tempt 
you  to  enter  a  side*box  till,  near  the 
end  of  the  third  act;  and  be  sure  ne- 
ver to  lool^  at  the  stage  till  the  fytmtr 
stabs  herself^  or  the  latter  Idindfolds 
Jack  Bannister.  In  shorty  be  conte^ 
to  see  what  fashion  requires,  and  do 
not  venture  even  ineog.  to  whut  was 
only  a  last  year's  amusement.'  Learned 
pigs,  invisible  girls,  and  phantastnago- 
I'ias,  kace  beetiy  I  dare  not  ventare  to 
pronounce  whatate ;  for  only  a  Sybirs 

prescience 
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^r^stcieticc  could  enable,  a  coimtiy^ 
(TQntafi  to  Btme  ^Uhe  Cyathia  of  tlie 
*  minute/'  > 

The  swie  rule  most  regulate  yout 
riendsbips:  Pbelieve  this  term  \%  s^Ht 
MTistefved  tn  the  vocabulary  qf  polite 
%f^  though,  as  it  only  means  herding 
:Ogether,  it  ought  to  be. changed  to 
;regafious  assemblages.  Be  sure  to 
)fc  always  tate  enough  ta  cut  Mrs^ 
RtdlQly 's  early  party,^  and  just  in  time 
tp:  take  up  Lady  fiab  Frigjitful  a^  she 
rdkurtis  from  the  Gdiiatess  of  Hurri^ 
ntie's;  though  you  may  think  the 
Plainlys  very,  pleasant  peopfe,  and 
Lidy  Bah  and  the  Countess,  detes*^ 
table;  hut  then  the  two  fcttter  ar6 
Hn^K  and.  the  £»rme)r  know^nobody^ 
Vxm  .may  visit  the  Squanders^  though 
Ibey  had  an  executvem  in-  the  house 
last  week,  because  Lady  Modeiy  has 
decided  that  they  ought  ;tiy  be  coun^ 

tenanced ; 
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tenanced  ;  but  never  think  of  oiUkj^ 
on  the  Ovtrdo  family^  for  they  vent 
quite  out  the  moment  it  was  knOM 
that  they  had  spent  their  fortune;  Be 
equally  exact  in  your  eating, .  and  im^ 
print  upon  your  mind,  that  as  ikshios 
and  nature  are  antipodes  in  climate^ 
it  is  right  to  devour  voraciously  ia 
April,  what  you  faint  at  the  sight  of 
in  August.  This  is  called  editing  welly 
and  really  is  a  most  complex .  sci^M 
involving  so  many.concurrent  eirconw 
stances,  that  a  fine  lady  must  devote 
much  of  her  time  and  thoughts  to  this 
study  before  she  can  hope  to  see  her 
dinners  announced  in  the  Morning 
Post,  or  have  the  honour  of  employing 
the  toothpicks  of  the  most  sapient 
epicures  of  the  season;  whose  landsnh 
let's  at  your  door  as  surely  attest  youf 
cook's  abilities,  as  a  (light  of  vultures 
do  the  triumphs  pf  a  general. 

I  should 


I  should  be  ii  most  merciless  tyrant, 
if  I  supposed  it  possible  for  a  lady  who 
lives  in  this  continued  bustle  *^  to  ex* 
•*  amine  her  ways,"  or  to  "commune 
*•  with  her  own  heart."   Once,  ipdeed, 
the  sabbatical  rest  would  have  allowed 
ber  a  few  composed  moments,  which 
•h^  might  have  allotted  to  useful  re* 
flipclion;    but  now,  ^^  Sunday  shines 
■**  PC  day  of  rest  "  for  the  daughters 
of  dissipation.     Some  time  ago  this 
Interregnum  of  amusement  was  ap- 
propriated to  sleep  or  indisposition; 
but  fashion  is  now  unwilling  to  sus- 
pend her  law  of  perpetual  motion  eveu 
for  one  day,  and  boldly  disputes  the 
palm  with   exhausted  native.     Her 
votaries  must  continue  upon  the  whirl; 
and  as  ladies  can  do  nothing  else  dur- 
ing the  early  hours  of  .Sunday  morn* 
ing,  they  put  on  the  mantle  of  devo* 
tion,  and  drive  to  some  chapel  that  is 
VQ^L.  I.  o  blesaed 
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blessed  with  z,  fashionable  auditory  and 
an  elegant  preacher.  But  for  fear  the 
liturgical  offices  of  our  church  should 
make  a  c  isagreeable  impression,  they 
must  hurry  Troni  thence  to  Kensington 
gardens,  to  sport  their  promenade 
dresses,  and  observe  who  and  who  are 
together.  During  the  sitting  of  par- 
liament, this  is  the  day  for  dining 
parties;  which,  with  a  concert  in  the 
evening,  keeps  them  employed  all  day 
long,  and  renders  them  as  happily 
forgetful  of  the  services  with  which  it 
commenced,  as  if  they  had  devoted 
their  morning  to  the  worship  of  Mor- 
pheus. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  theie 
scenes  of  continual  hurry  and  con- 
fusion so  exhaust  the  frame,  and  dis- 
sipate the  spirits,  that  the  heart  loses 
both  its  inclinations  and  its  sympt- 
thies;   and  the  fine  lady  becomes  t 

inert 
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mere  self-moved  automaton,  incapable 
of  either  tenderness,  resentment,  or 
compassion.  To  a  being  that  can 
neither  be  roused  to  virtue  nor  seduced 
to  vice,  cautions  are  unnecessary;  but 
many  a  heart  escapes  the  frigid  eol<i  of 
this  arctic  circl^  f  and  -  repinea  with 
IfBcret  sorrow,  or  frets  with  fruitiest 
wishes,  labile  the  >vacant  eye  seemt 
only  to  ponddF'  the  fantastic  scene 
of  which  it  isl'^n  KmcottscHHis  witness*^ 
To^a  pfirbbn  thus  situated,  .considert;^ 
tioa  becomes  of  most  momentous  im- 
portanoi ;'  for  the  wish  diould  be  |Hia- 
lyzed,  atid  the  sorrow  traced  to  its 
source*  It  ought  to  be  known,  whe*^' 
ther  her  bosom  anguish  originates  in 
her  owiiM£aults,  or  belongs  to  that 
species  to  which  she  can  only  opfyne 
the  defeoce  of  patience  and  resigna- 
tion. .  Her  desires  too  should  be  so 
scrutinizedi  as  to  discover  whether 

o3  they 
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thiy  are  of  that  innocent  kmd  vhich 
«fae  may  pray  God  to  prosfier;   or 
whether  she  should  not  cast  them  from 
tier  heart,  as  she  would  the  deadly 
worm  of  Niie.  We  shall  not  matcrUMf 
slander  the-  circles  of  dissipation,  if 
we  embody  this  |^^  in  the  sliape  of 
a  negligent  or  faithless  husband ;  and 
connect  those  wisfies' with  ihre  persoA 
of  an  agreeable  cecidbieo,  whose  at- 
tentions are  the  only  pleasant  inte^ 
rnption  of  the  tediousness  of  higli  life. 
It  would  prove  me  to  be  a  mere  Goth, 
if  I  supposed  tliat  a  man  and  his  wife 
could  designedly  appear  in  the  sam& 
party;,  but  I  presume  it  may  by  chancer 
happen,  that  my  lord's*  chair  may  ar- 
rive before  my  lady's  chai^ioC  fd  or— ' 
derql  up ;  and  that  she  may  foe  undej^ 
the  necessity  of  seeing  chat  his  early 
2^pearance  is  really  in  conseqtibnce  of 
an  assignation  with  the  person  SFhe  has 

long 


long  su^fvected  to  be  hh  chert  dim; 
Can  any  situatkHir  a^oite  ]KC«liarly 
vequire  the  exercbe  of  cousicleration^ 
fycB  if  a  fashion  »l>b  Bronz^ly  were: 
^pt'vtiispering  agreeable  niG^thbga  im 
\^t  ear  at  tbat  \i^ty  ntoment^  aad 
farming,  by  his  observAQce,  a  marke<| 
Cmitrast.  to  the  twncbalanccj  or  pej*' 
hMpa  h^utfur,  of  her  husband?  Yet  she* 
4Q08t  hurry  to  some  otlier  scene,  as^ 
joy lea»,  and  as  dangerom  z&  what  she* 
low .  witnesses ; .  and  consideration  ia 
deferred  to  tliiose  agonizing  hours^ 
^hen  her  mind,  torn  with  jeaiousy 
md  vain  regret,  deniea  repose  to  her 
veaxied :  body,  by  conjuring  up:  thre. 
phantoms  of  stern  ingratitude  and  ^m^ 
spectful  assiduity. 

Surely,  my  dear  young  friend^  fa?^ 
shion  never  passed  any  decree  so  injuf 
rious  to  the  interests  of  conjugal  fide^r 
Uty^   as  when,  it  ordfined  tliat  tbe 

o  3-  Uusband' 
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■ 

"  Tboagh  ivell  I  knew  that  drr adfol  poet  of  hpnoot 
*'  f  gave  thee  to  maintain.  Ah !  who  coold  bear 
^  Those  eyes  unhurt  ?**  The  Revewob. 

You,    my   dear  Miss  M .,   will 

readily  conceive  that  I  am  not  plead- 
ing for  the  treacherous  friend  or  the 
recreant  ivife ;  I  believe  that  genuine 
virtue,  when  strengthened  by  Christian 
principle,  and  supported  by  divioe 
grace,  can  vanquish  every  temptatipo; 
but  I  know  that  divine,  grace  19  only 
given  to  those  who  ask  it;  and^  I  fear. 
Christian  principles  are  not  the  pre- 
dominant rules  of  conduct  among  the 
gay  and  giddy  votaries  of  pleasure. 
Chastity, .  even  when  supported  by 
such  invulnerable  guardians,  should 
not  be  wantonly  exposed  to  severe 
trials ;  and  surely,  when  she  cannot 
boast  such  protectors,  the  fragility  of 
all  human  aids  is  too  indisputable,  to 
lender  it  safe  to  put  her  upon  such  hard 

probation. 


f^rpbatibn;  Prudencef  may  be  pacified? 
i)y  precaution,  pride  can  be  soothec} 
by  ^attery,  reserve  is  often  conquered' 
by  obsequiousness;  When,  instead  of 
founding  female  honour  on  theimmu*^ 
table  d^rrees^  of  an  omnipotent  Gx>d|\ 
we  build  it  upon  the  opinion  of  the- 
ivorld^  we  have  only  to  be  assured  that' 
BO  ey^  seeth^  and  virtue  and  vice  loser 
their  identity..  Affection  for  our  wed- 
dsdf  partners  will  not  be  an  equivalentt 
banier';  for  aflfection  is  but  a  vagrant: 
{KTOperiy^  that  may  be  subdued  by  ill*^ 
tareatment).  destToyed<  by  contempt, 
restored'  by  generosity  and  tender-^ 
nesB,  or  ev^nepeated  by  assiduity  andt 
solicitation.  We  may'appeal  to  those  - 
melancholy  records  of  depravity  which* 
the  archives  of  our  civil!  courts  willl 
transmit  to  posterity,  in.  proof  of  the^ 
^ansient  nature  of  that  preference 
which  occasions  what  are  commonly- 
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tailed  iove,  matches.  The  start  of 
passion,  which  leads  a  lady  to  Scot^ 
land  to  become  a  wife,  too  often  pro^ 
ceeds  from  some  romantic  expecta- 
tions of  eternal  affection  and  coasiun'^ 
inate  excellence^  which  is  not,  and 
indeed  cannot  be,  realized ;  and  if  she 
never  experiences  more  than  casual 
neglect  or  common  infirmities^  she 
will  have  more  reason  to  bless  ber  good 
fortune^  than  her  precipitatton  in 
choosing  deserved.  But  if,  histead 
of  ^'  the  faultless  monster  whom  the 
**  worW  ne'er  saw,''  a  being  much 
beneath  the  general  nm  of  hiraianitjr 
starts  up,  in  the  form  €f  a  stem  ty* 
rant,  or  negligent  coxcomb^  an^  still 
deems  himself  entitled  to  the  eonti* 
nuance  of  that  warm  affection  which 
she  once  professed^  merely*  because 
'*  she  had  eyes* and  chose  him;,"  I  fear, 
affection  would  here  be  found  a  vevy 

brittle 
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Irittlc  chain.  If  a  husband,  thus  cir- 
cumstanced, should  think  himself  jus*- 
tified  in  pursuing  pleasure  through 
every  haunt  in  which  he  supposes  he 
may  meet  it,  and  conceives  his  own 
humour  entitled  to  full  license^  pro- 
vided his  lady  has  a  beau  to  attend  her 
if  she  likes  to  go  out-;  let  not  such  a 
man  complain  of  being  injured^  either 
in  friendship  or  in  lave,  though  hit 
wife  drint  deep  of  t)ie  cup  of  infamy. 
But  it  is  my  own  sex  that  I  chiefly 
hope  to  benefit  by  my  isidmonitions ; 
and  here  let  me  earnestly  entreat  thqse^ 
ladies  whose  will  gives  law  to  the  world 
of  fashion,  to  endeavour  to  rescue  ma<» 
tronly  manners  from  that  extreme  af- 
£tctafcion  of  levity,  which  ii  now  be* 
come  so  general,  tliat  it  is  i:onsidered 
to  be  the  associate  of  perfect  innocency 
of  intention^  The  shrine  of  virgin 
beauty  ia  qow  deserted  by  its  most 
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desirafile  worshippers,  who  hover  round 
the  chair  where  loveliness^  already 
'' link'd  and  wedlock  bound,*' di^ 
pensea  her  unmeaning  of  crimml 
smiles.  The  married  dame  trijps 
through  the  light  mase  of  the  dancc^ 
and  showa  her  gay  youthfu)  pvtntf 
to  the  provoked  spinster,  who  ia 
obliged  to  some  antiquated  canQ  ipos$ 
^r  not  sufferii^  her  to  sit  slkiveriiig 
ou  the  ottoman  all  the  evening,  h 
Biarried  lady  may  go  any  where^  m\%  ia 
all  companies,  dress  iu  any  style,  say 
any  thi^ag,  and  do  every  thing  not 
absolutely  scandaloiiSi  without  imr 
peachjo^nt  of  her  fai^K  fame.  If  any 
allowance  ought  tQ  be  made  for  l^ttily/ 
should  it  not  be  granted  to  youthful: 
ipexperjence,  to  imdiscreel;  simplieity, 
and  to  the  too  frank  d^elesure  4i  that' 
wish  to  win  hearts  which  ia^  vevy  na^- 
tuv^l  to  the  ea%  pa^^t  ^  otur  Mvmi' 
.  •   ,  »  Why 
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Why  dbould  a  woman  who  has  pledged 
her  vows  at  the  altar,  and  is  thereby 
appropriated  to  one  man  by  the  laws 
qf  God  and  her  country,  try  to  gain 
aidmiration,  which,  if  acquired,    can 
Q0ly  become  a  snare  to  her  virtue  or 
ber  peace  ?    Her  choice  is  made ;  it 
will  therefore  be  in  vain  for  her  to  try 
to  captivate  hearts  which  she  must  im- 
mediately restore.     WiU,  it  add  to  her 
£^ici!ty,  to  discover  that  a  gentlemaa 
superior  to  her  husband  in  meiut^  for-^ 
tfine,  or  rank,,  considers  her  as  theHOKmt 
dbaranmgof  her  sex  ?  wiU  it  not  rather 
i«ad  to  most  dangevouft  comparisons 
to  regrets  fatal  to  every  hope  o£  hap* 
l^nesS)   or  even  eontent  ?'  JBut  let  the 
infatuated  woman,  who  gratifies  het 
>rjmity  at  tiie  hazard  of  her  peace  and' 
^reputation,    kaow>,  thai  perhaps  hep 
«0(Dqttest  is  not  so  very  eertain  aa^she 
wipposesi    Iter  victim  may  have  very 

different 
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diflferent  ends  in  view  from  that  of 
swelling  her  triumphs.    His  own  gross^ 
passions  may  fix  him  in  her  train,  not 
to  he  rnunpleci  upon  by  her  tyranny, 
but  to  be  htr  conqueror.      Whatever- 
she  may  suppose,   or  he  profess,  she 
never  would  have  been  ''his  happiest 
*'  clioice,"  even  had  he  seen  her  before 
she  was  assig^ied  to  another.     He  has 
too    much   aversion  to  the  marriage 
yoke,  for  her  charms  to  vanquish  his 
prejudices;  and  her  principal  attrac- 
tion, in  his  eye,  is  the  conviction  that 
he  may  flirt  with  her  without  an  offi- 
cious friend  g  requesting  to  know  whe- 
ther he    has  any  serious  intentions. 
This  character  is  well  described  in  tb€~^ 
lively  farce  of  the  **  Wedding  E>ay ;" 
the  regret  of  Lady  Contest  ai  not 
having  seen  the  engaging  lord  b^efore 
she  had  tied  herself  to  old  Sir  Ad^m, ' 
and.her'iurprise^  at  his  declining  the^. 

honour 


bonour  of  her  band  Wheti  she  was 
unexpectedly  released  frbra  her-for-: 
mer  bonds,  affords  a-  valuable  lesson 
to  married  cpquettes.  '/./•: 

Before  I  dismiss  the  subject  of -mr*': 
tronly girting,  zJ^ovf^mt  to  answefiiner 
objection.     Though 'particular  atten** 
tions  to  one  gentleman  are  coiiifessed 
to  be  both  suspicious  and  dangerous/, 
general  ease  and  freedom  are  defend* 
ed,  on  the  groutid  of  improving  the* 
pleasure  and  vivacity  of  socuefcy.  i  airi) 
so  great  a  lover  of  cheerfulness^  Ihat) 
I  am  willing  to  admit  every  species  of 
sprightliness  into  the  manner  of  mar- 
ried' ladies,  that  caa  be  fairly  affirmed  ^ 
to  be  destitute  of  either  design  or  im- 
modesty.   I  acknowledge,  tliat  they^ 
may  with  propriety  take  a  greater, 
share  of  conversation,  and  indulge  Iqj 
more  latitude  of  :remark,  than  their) 
jpttiors^  'You  wilt  perceive  bycthat  lUi 
-^ '  mitatio% 
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Biitation,  that  I  constdelr  these  meitf 
as  the  privileges  of  age,  than  as  parlT 
of  the  hymeneal  dowiy.     Let  a  mar^ 
Tied  lady  endeavoor  to  promote  the 
social  enjoyments  of  the  circle  m 
which  she  moves.     Let  her  consult 
her  glassy  and  allow  me  to  add  her 
purse  also,  in  the  choice  of  af^ropriate 
and  becoming  omameotsw.    I  permit} 
her  to  as|Hre  to  the  character  of  a  Teijr 
agreeable  woman;    bat  let  not  that 
distinction;  be  laid  by  on  ordinary  oe- 
casionSf-  and  only  prociuced  to  male* 
witnesses.    If  the  best  bon^wou  arc 
reserved  for  the  beaux,  if  tfte  fkvour** 
ite  head-dress^  is  only    worn:  when* 
LordGaylove  is  expected;  if  her  ennuu 
aud  headi-ache  are  apt  to  becared  by  a) 
Uie-i't6te  with  a  man  of  fashion,,  if 
she  findsfemale  parties  dull,  and  female-, 
conversation  insipid ;    I  must  entreat 
the  advocates  for  the  ease  and  freedom^ 

of 
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of  iBarried  ladies  to  remember^  that 
cheerfulness  is  of  no  sex,  apd  is  ai 
likely  to  visit  a  party  of  old  women 
uith  her  agreeable  sallies,  as  a  circle  of 
box-lobby  loungers.  Nay,  it  rs  more 
likely;  f<^^  i^  the  first  instance  it  will 
be  stimulated  by  the  humane  desire  of 
amusing  lassitude,  An^hile  in  the  latter 
it^wiU  be  checked  by  a  modest  appre- 
hoifiiop  of  misconstruction.  I  should 
have  pfremised,  that  these  said  old  wo- 
i^ea  should  not  be  splenetic;  for  I  do 
confess,  ill-nature  gives  the  coup  de 
grace  to  vivacity. 

MVj^  have  dwelt  so  minutely  on  some 
of  the  increasing  improprieties  of 
fashionable  manners,  that  we  must 
pass  others  with  less  observation.  A 
rage  for  education  is  one  of  the 
marked  features  of  the  great  world ; 
and  it  has  been  much  increased  by 
the  labour  pf  writers  who  belong  to 

the 


the  new  icfaool  of  morals.  The  hope 
of  forming  something  superior  to  thcf 
present  rate  of  mortals,  by  merely 
human  means,  is  one  of  the  wildest 
theories  that  ever  entered  tht  brattf 
of  a  visionary  reformer ;  yet  it-  is  se- 
riously acted  upon  by  many  indefad- 
gable  mothers,  who  weary  the  pa- 
tience and  injure  the  cdhstitdtioii  of 
their  children  by  the  most  unremitr 
ting  attention  to  a  multiplicity /of 
pursuits ;  in  the  hope  of  being  able 
to  exhibit  in  their  own  families  this 
mechanical  compound  of  ethical  and 
scientifical  perfection;  which  is  to 
prove,  that  divine  wisdom  is  not 
necessary  either  for  informing  our 
ignorance,  or  restraining  our  propen- 
sities to  evil.  All  pirents  do-not,  in-- 
deed,  aspire  to  this  high  standard  of 
philosophical  erudition  and  impecca-' 
bility ;  but  even  that  routine  of  masters- 

who 
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who  arc  necessary  to  form  a  young' 
kdy  into  the  accomplished  anoateur^ 
which  is  now  deemed  an  essential  part 
of  the  character  of  every  woman  of 
fitthion^  subjects  a  young  lady  to  more 
jprivations/as  much  bodily  fatigue,  and 
a;  far  greater  exercise  of  patience  and 
tttention,^  than  yonder  little  spinner 
encounters,  who  by  her  industry  pro- 
cures her  own  subsistence.  We  must^t 
however,  allow  due  praifi;e  to  this  se-^ 
vere  discipline,  on  the  same  ground  ar 
we  commend  the  rigid  injunctions  of 
Lycurgus :  no  laws  but  his  could  have 
formed  the  stern,  indefatigable,  impe- 
netrable Spartan ;  nor  could  a.less  in- 
exorable course  of  self*denial  and.  ac- 
tivity  convert  the  artless  happy  girl 
into  that  extraordinary  being,  a  wo- 
man of  ton.  Beside  being  compelled 
to  pass  through  those  extremes  of  cli- 
mate, without  discQ^vering  any  sens^ 

of 
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of  bodily  inconveniencei  as  Miltoi^ 
by  a  bold  flight  of  weli-go\':enied  fim- 
cy,  supposed  to  be  part  of  the  pimbb? 
nieutofthe  fallen  angels,  the  caodi-' 
dates  for  this  fading  glory  are  tratned 
from  their  cradles  to  such  haJbite  of 
observance,  patience,  and  controii  ia 
order  to  attract  the  attentioa  of  tbcic 
fellow-creatures,  as,  if  they  were  ia? 
fluenced  by  better  motives,  wouldse^ 
cure  them  the  approbation  of  beings 
of  a  higher  order.  What  ajuty,  that 
so  much  pains  should  he  exerted  hv 
such  a  subordinate  purpose;  and  ia 
which,  since  all  those  whpm  yoiftseek 
to  amaze  are  your  competitors,  your 
chance  of  success  is  so  very  limited  ! 
For  if  your  daughter,  after  fourteen 
thousand  hours ''^  spent  in  the  acquisir 

tioB 

*  Mrs.  More  comtnunlcates  this  anecdote.  The 
author  cannot  refer  to  the  page,  not  being  in  pos- 
session 
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tion  of  music,  prove  at  last  but  a  se* 
cond'-rate  performer;  if,  after  all  that 
the  dstndng-master  has  done  in  scretr- 
ing  her  shoulders  atid  modeHing  her 
,iltepSy  her  pefsoh  be  melegant  and  her 
iriotroAs  ungraceful;  rf  no  expense  nor 
WSurte  of  time  caIn  prevent  her  dtaw- 
lli^  from  being  daubs/  or  bagatelles, 
ftt  what  have  the  houw  of  6arly  life 
been  sacrificed  ?  Taste  and  ton  have 
lk>  tfegtvejp  of  glbry'to  kllot  to  theit 
Hftorshippers ;  not  dkri  ardent  devotion, 
liere,  claim  that  reward' for  its  since- 
rity, to  which  it  is  not  entitled  by 
talent.  All  that  can  be  done  for  the 
unsuGcessfat  candidate  for  fasfaioiiable 

iciMpa  of  tbftt  Lady**  Strittores  on  E«lixcat!on> 
which^i^  n$ad  at  (heir  first  appearance^  and  took 
from  them  a  few  extracts  $  to  which^  while  writ- 
ing. theieLettcrs^slse  has  ^asionally  rcifbrred.  iShe 
wieljl  isel  mxiQh  Mattered,  if  the  reader  sbodld  alio 
truce  an  incidental  and  undesigned  resetpblance^ 
arhiog  ft6m'sliaAisLntj  cf  opinion  t^'tdrtbus  ^frits. 
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eclat  is,  to  remove  her  tp  some  ntr* 
rower  sphere.  A  second-rate  party, 
or  a  summer  bathiiig-place,  is  the  only 
meriflian  which  she  can  hope  to  illu- 
mine ;  while  all  who  witnessed  her 
former  pretensions  are  tempted  to 
exclaim,  ^*  Ill-weav'd  ambition,  how 
**  much  art  thou  shrunk !"'  Might 
not  prudence  here  suggest  the  expe- 
diency of  applying  to  another  masteri 
who  acts  upon  very  different  principl^i 
from  the  cruel  despot  Vanity,  by  giv- 
ing a  certain  retribution  to  themotket^ 
not  the  success  of  our  actions? 


''  No  cold  negkct  the  faitbfal  b^rt 
*',  Whose  steadfast  aim  solidU  E^t  regard  i 

**  Each  wish  for  meiit,  e^ch  attempt  to  please^ 
*'  He  views,  and  His  benignant  smiles  rewaidT 

CaeteVs  Pobms.  ' 

It  must,  howeveiv  be  acknowledgedi 
that  the  favour  of  this  wise  and  holy 
filing  cannot  be  acquired  by  such  an 

exercise 
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pxerclse  of  our  faculties,  or  ^etermi- 
Dation  pf  our  views  ;  for  he  does  not 
enjoin  us  to  twctl  our  fellow-creatures, 
but  to  cohquiv  ourselves ;   nor  will  the 
splendour  of  the  crown  of  immortal- 
ity be   decreased,    bee. use  it   blazes 
upon  the  brows  of  myriads  of  happy 
beings..     Envy  of  successful  competi- 
tion, and  jealousy  of  pre-eminent  abi- 
lities, will  never  torment  the  bosom  of 
Jhe  young  Christian,  who,  engrossed 
by  the  necessity  of  looking  at  her  own 
ways,  ceases  to  be  a  fretful  observer 
pf  the  progress  of  others ;  being  as^ 
sured,  that  at  the  day  of  judgment  she 
cannot  be  overlooked  amid  an  in^nite 
host  of  happy  spirits  who  claim  the 
kingdom  of  their  Father,  nor  concealed 
by  a  multitude  of  sinnc^rs  who  call  in 
vain  on  the  rocks  and  mountains  to 
bide  them  from  an  omniscient  eye. 
In  judging  of  the  folly  of  those  who 

seek 
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seek  to  form  their  childfen  upon  the 
model  which  vanity  presents,  we  must 
add,  to  the  great  hazard  of  success, 
the  brevity  of  the  acquisition.  As  the 
career  of  a  fine  lady  is  ever  in  danger 
of  being  arrested  by  rivals  in  expense 
and  taste,  so  rivals  in  accomplishments 
are  coming  forward  to  dispute  her 
pretensions  to  superiority.  Nor  is  this 
all :  every  year  brings  in  a  new  fa- 
shion, even  in  these  particulars,  and 
the  business  of  education  is  never 
finished.  If  you  choose  to  dknce, 
paint,  sing,  and  play,  till  you  reach 
your  climacteric,  you  must  still  have 
masters  to  teach  you  the  last  improve- 
ment, or  you  will  be  laid  aside  as  old 
lumber.  Our  mothers,  who  danced 
all  their  lives  to  the  tune  of  Lady  Co* 
ventry^s  minuet,  will  scarcely  conceive 
how  ephemeral  are  the  triumphs  of  the 
successors  of  that  paragon,  who  had 

the 
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Xhe  good  fortune  to  flourish  at  a  period 
when  the  empire  of  beairty  and  taste 
dreaded  no  other  enemies  than  the 
Sinall-pox  and  old  age.  The  minuet 
Tie  la  cour  and  iht  cotillon  were  after- 
^i^rds  thought  better  calculated  to 
display  the  female  figure  to  advan- 
tage, and  these  lasted  in  fashion  long 
Enough  for  one  generation  of  dancers; 
but  reels,  strathspeys,  and  waltzes  now 
Kicceed  each  other  with  suc!l  rapidity, 
that  only  the  most  flexile  form  and 
fixed  attention  can  rise  to  thepraise  of 
having  learned  the  figure,  before  they 
ntist  assume  difllerent  contortions,  and 
wind  into  another  meander.  The  like 
observation  extends  to  all  other  accom- 
plishments: there  is  even  a  fashion  in 
language;  the  accent  must Tetreat,  or 
advance,  according  as  ton,  not  syntax/ 
lias  ordained ;  and  theVord  of  the  year 
must  hold  a  prominent  place  in  our 
VOL.  I.  p  conver- 
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conversation.  Our  passions  and  sen- 
sations must  be  subject  to  like  con- 
trol ;  we  must  either  be  immoderately 
happy,  monstrously  delighted,  in- 
tensely charmed,  or  amazingly  inte- 
rested. But  as  expressions  of  extreme 
suffering  are  best  adapted  tathe  joy- 
less  career  of  a  fine  lady,  we  must 
allow  that  her  task  of  learning  will  Ibe 
chiefly  bounded  by  the  compound  epi* 
tbets  of  immensely  duU^  horribly  fa- 
tiguing, and  insufferably  vapid.  A 
few  mornings'  observation  will  show 
her  what  misfortune  is  most  in  vogue, 
ajad  give  the  proper  tinge  to  her  d»- 
lours  for  the  ensuing  winter. 

If  the  quackery  of  education  only 
extended  to  the  formation  of  vain  and 
frivolous  beings,  we  should  have  far 
less  reason  to  complain  of  its  preva^ 
lence.  Many  strong  minds  would  re^ 
list  these  shackles,   and  di^a.ppoint' 

ment 
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tticnt  would  divert  ill-directed  under- 
Standings  to  some  nobler  pursuit.  But, 
as  we  have  before  observed,  a  system 
^f  morals  is  formed  still  more  danger^ 
ous  than  this  system  of  manners.  The 
pojHilarity  of  either  mode  of  educa- 
tion seems  to  depend  more  on  the  si* 
tfiation  than  on  the  intellects  of  their 
r^ective  partisans ;  yet  it  appears  as 
if  the  frivolous  system  was  most  in 
repute  among  second-rate  gentility ; 
"while  the  bold  theory  of  human  per- 
fectibility seeks  its  converts  among 
tliose  who,  feeling  themselves  to  be 
above  the  immediate  influence  of  the 
temporal  considerations  which  restrain 
thfeir  fellow-creatures,  would  fain  get 
released  from  the  eternal  consequences 
of  indulging  their  guilty  passions.  A 
morality,  therefore,  which  rejects  the 
basis  of  religion,  is  admirably  suited 
to  people  who,    while  they  seem   to 
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make  the  opinions  of  others  their  stan- 
dard of  right  and  wrong  in  affairs  of 
vanity  and  fancy,  really  bow  to -no 
ather  idol  than  selfishness,  and,  amidst 
a  life  of  real  privation,  are  secretly 
pursuing  self-enjoyment«     To  banish 
from  the  mind  tlie  ideas  of  an  omni- 
scient God,  and  a  retributive  here- 
after, gives  an  amazing  jelease  to  the 
appetites;  but  this  liberty  will  not  sa- 
tisfy these  new  organizers  of  the  hu- 
man soul.    The  passions  must  be  made 
tyrants;   and  for  this  end  the  most 
suitable  means  are  provided.    The  ha- 
bitual indulgence  of  violent  desires, 
is  by  them  called  exerting  the  noblest 
energies;  and  discarding  the  restraints 
of  virtue,  is  misnamed  ingenuousness 
and  obedience  to  the  honest  dictates 
of  nature.    These  iuiquitous  principles 
frequently    preserve    those   external 
pretences    of  decorum,    which     are 
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judged  expedient  to  forward  theyr 
universal  adoption  in  this  country; 
and  those  very  systems  which  incul- 
cate vice  profess  the  greatest  regard 
for  virtue.  To  confine  our  observa- 
tions to  what  we  are  now  discussing ; 
Volumes  have  been  written  on  the 
subject  of  education,  which  profess  to 
form  a  most  amiable  and  intelligCDt 
being,  infinitely  superior  to  the  pre- 
sent inhabitants  of  this  world,  and 
^hich,  but  for  the  studied  omission 
of  revealed  truths  and  religious  mo- 
tives, might  pass  for  the  eifcctsofreal 
philanthropy.  The  disappointment  of 
those  parents  who  attempt  to  form 
their  children  upon  these  models  can- 
not be  pitied,  unless  they  really  are 
ignorant  that  human  wisdom  never 
discovered  a  perfect  system  of  ethics, 
without  borrowing  the  aid  of  revela- 
tion;    nor  can  she  even  then  devisei 

barriers 
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barriers  sufficiently  strong  to  prevent 
our  frail  natures  from  deviating  into 
bye  paths  of  error,  unless  she  renounce 
the  guidance  of  her  own  pale  fires^  and 
submit, to  be  lied  by  the  clear  radiftnce 
of  the  gospel*. 

The  deficiency  of  this  new  system 
of  self-dependent  virtue,  is  not  morn 
apparent  iii  the  weakness  of  its  re* 
straints,  and  the  feebleness  of  its  mo* 
tives,  than  in  the  very  limited  circle  to 
which  it  even  pretends  to  direct  iti 
improvements.  Many  Christian  graces 
lire  excluded  from  its  good  deeds ;  and 
the  cardinal  virtueofourancestors,  thfr 
very  bond  of  social  intercourse,  is  nov 
little  inculcated  in  education,  or  en- 
forced by  fashionable  practice;  I  speak 
of  morale  honesty,  and  the  simple  but 
energetic  principle  of  paying  eveiy 

♦  The  subject  of  education  is  resumed  in  Let, 
iers  Vth  and  Xlllth. 
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one  his  just  debts.  The  difficulty 
which  I  find  in  treating  this  point  m 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  palat- 
able to  polite  readers,  is  a  sufficient 
proof  that  the  duty  is  quite  gone  out. 
Yet  honour  and  honesty  were  once 
thought  to  have  a  reciprocal  relation; 
and  the  alliance  was  so  congenial, 
that  I  thinic  the  former  quality  has 
appeared  to  be  in  a  hectic  state  ever 
since  it  has  been  separated  from  iti 
co-relative.  A  person  of  strict  h^ 
nour  and  independent  principles,  in 
debt  to  every  tradesman  he  deals  with, 
and  actually  living,  if  not  by  shufflmg 
and  evasion,  at  least  by  the  forbear-^ 
ance  of  people  whom  he  despise^ 
seems  a  contradiction  in  nature  ;  for 
generosity,  pride,  and  dignity  of  sen* 
timent,  are  supposed  to  be  blended 
with  meanness,  servility,  and  cruelty 
of  conduct.    To  live,   to  breathe  ait 
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the  mercy  of  another,  nay  to  feet  that 
you  are  really  injuring  those  on  whose 
forbearance  you  depend,  and  introdu* 
cing  anxiety  and  distress  into  a  rank  of 
life  of  which  you  were  bora  the  guar? 
dians :  how  does  this  accord  with  the 
magnificent  nobleman,  or  high-spirit- 
ed commoner,  who  know  themselves 
to  be  parts  of  the  legislature  of  their 
country  ?  Yet  even  in  those  import- 
ant branches  of  the  state,  the  art  not 
only  of  ruining  themselves,  but  of 
living  after  they  are  ruined,  is  prac-^ 
tised  by  many  adepts  in  (must  I  say) 
the  mystery  of  swindling.  Living 
within  the  bounds  of  your  income  is 
so  far  from  being  considered  as  the 
test  of  a  gentleman,  that  in  the  world 
of  high  fashion  it  conveys  the  oblique 
insinuation,  that  you  are  a  narrow 
soul,  destitute  of  taste,  or  at  best 
merely  a  good  sort  of  spiritless  crea- 
ture. 
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ture.      This  propensity  to  squander 
the  bounty  of  Providence  with  care- 
less profusion,  has  unhappily  descended: 
from  the  high  to  the  lowly  scenes  ofi 
life.     Its  effects  upon  the  middle  and 
inferior  orders  have  been  already  con-- 
sidered  ;    in  the  higher  it  may  be  la- 
mented, not  only  on  account  of  the 
iiidividual  distress  that  it  occasions, 
but'  as  tending:  to  make  the  humble 
classes  think  still  more  meanly  of  their 
superiors.  I  haveeverbeen  of  opinioiv 
tliat  the  influence  of  birth  and  rank- 
was  more  bencticial  to  the  community 
at  large,  than  that  of  wealth,  and  that 
the  faults  of  fhe  former  were  less^re-* 
judicial.    To  instance  in  pride;  which, 
when  it  proceeds  from  hereditary  su^ 
periarity,  vsgenerally  polished  by  edu 
cation,   and  softened  by  ]iabitu>al  re-- 
s^traint;    whereas  the  pride   of  mere: 
wealth  mostly  seizes  an   uiiimprovedt 
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mind^  at  a  period  of  life  in  whicli 
habits  have  been  formed  on  vulgar 
models,  and  of  course  it  must  become 
more  odious  to  those  whom  it  affects. 
Whether  it  is  ingrafted  on  native  ser- 
vility or  rudeness,  or  on  the  lately-ac- 
quired consequence  arising  from  the 
possession  of  money,  ostentation  and 
self-indulgence  will  be  the  result,  un-. 
less  checked  by  extraordinary  good- 
ness of  disposition.  The  man  of  rank, 
on  the  other  hand,  knows  his  own  title 
to  the  respect  of  his  neighbourhood  to 
be  indefeasible,  nor  does  he  feel  the 
necessity  of  continually  defending  the 
dignity  which  was  handed  down  to 
him  by  his  ancestors.  He  has  been 
accustomed  to  the  luxuries  of  life 
from  his  infancy,  and  his  relish  for 
them  is  too  much  palled  by  long  in- 
dulgence to  allow  him  to  attach  im- 
portance to  such  distinctions.     This 

appears 
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appears  to  be  the  natural  bial  of  theie 

two  characters,  Unless  they  are  divert* 
ed  out  of  thf^ir  course  by  any  accideft-* 
tal  impulse.  Let  it  be  remembered 
too,  that  attachment  to  hereditary 
patrons,  and  resj^ect  for  the  old  ma* 
nor  house,  (the  antient  possessors  ot 
which  are  deposited  in  the  family 
vault  under  the  parish  church),  ard. 
feelings  congenial  to  the  minds  of  the 
common  people,  and  such  as  our  coii 
stitution  wisely  cherishes.  The  iti- 
fluence  which  an  ancient  and  respect- 
able  family  possessed  over  its  tenantry 
and  neighbourhood,  cannot  be  sodtl 
acquired  by  the  nabob,  or  manufae- 
turer,  who  purchases  the  estate,  how- 
ever estimable  his  character,  or  conci» 
liatory  his  conduct.  A  series  of  years 
must  elapse  before  they  can  fornfi  any 
tie  but  what  interest  creates;  and  till 
the  generation  which  served  the  old 
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family  has  passed  away,  the  new  will 
be  considered  as  ifiijferloperSy  who  have 
risen  on  the  ruins  of  a  race  that  was 
far  more  deserving.  I  must  observe, 
that  in  these  times  every  thing  which 
tends  to  weaken  the  tie  that  connects 
the  poorest  man  in  the  kingdom  witli 
the  highest,  is  to  be  deprecated  ;  and 
I  regret  the  degradation  which  fank 
and  station  suffer  in  the  eyes  of  the 
community,  not  only  by  the  contar 
gious  influence  of  unbounded  expense, 
but  by  transferring  its  power  to  other 
hands,  which,  even  if  as  well-disposed, 
will  be  less  able  to  exert  it  benefir 
cially. 

Shall  we  noC  then,  my  dear  Miss 

M ,  reprobate  that  false  candour, 

w^hicli  induces  us  to  give  soft  names 
to  such  a  vice  as  extravagance?  Heaven 
forbid  that  we  should  here  withhold 
that  pity  from  undeserved  distress  to 

which 
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■which  it  is  ever  entitled  !    I  am  not 
speaking  of  those  who,  by  uHforeseca. 
uiiavoidable  misfortunes,  by  the  presr 
sure  of  domestic  calamity,  by  the  trea- 
chery of  enemies,  the  uproar  of  the 
elements,  or  even  by  misplaced  confi- 
dence,  are  involved  in  pecuniary  dif- 
;ficulties.    The  sorrows  of  such  are  sa- 
cred;   let   the  M'orld   compassionate, 
and,  if  it  can,  assuage  them.     I  con- 
fine my  censures  to  those  who  volun- 
tarily oftiir  their  fair  possessions,  their, 
extensive  influence,  and  every  othen 
blessing  of  which  God  has  made  them 
tlie  guardian,  at  the  shrine  of  vanity. 
These  I  charge  with  contributing  to 
the  ruin  of  their  country,  as  well  as  of 
themselves.  1  accuse  them  of  pervert- 
ing  their  highly  responsible  station  to 
the  corrupting  of  national  habitb,  and 
to  the  subverting  of  the  interests  of 
the  order  to  which  they  belong,  These 
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oflTences  must  not  pass  ofF  with  the 
slight  censure,  that  they  were  very 
generous  people,  and  no  one's  enemies 
but  their  own ;  and  every  eulogy  on 
their  taste,  spirit,  and  hospitality,  is  a 
severe  charge  against  them,  for  not 
bounding  these  propensities  by  their 
lawful  ability  of  indulgmg  them. 

It  is  indeed  allowed,  that  people 
eminently  gifted  M'ith  genius  are  apt 
to  fall  into  these  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments ;  and  perhaps  it  is  just,  that  a 
more  lenient  censure  should  attach  to 
errors  which  seem  rather  to  proceed 
from  the  limited  faculties  of  our  na- 
ture, than  from  intentional  injustice 
to  others,  or  overweening  attachment 
to  ourselves.  The  intenseness  of 
thought  which  accompanies  any  ex- 
traordinary effort  of  intellect,  whether 
it  be  engaged  in  **  bodying  forth  the 
forms  of  things  unseen,"  in  develop- 
ing 
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lug  the  abstruse  mazes  of  science,  or 
in  conducting  the  intricate  and  cum- 
bersome machine  of  public  business, 
necessarily  withdraws  the  attention 
from  what  seem  comparatively  petty- 
considerations;  and  the  harassed  ^^lind, 
fatigued  by  the  painful  stretch  of  its 
faculties,  finds  the  hours  of  relaxation 
insufficient  to  recruit  its  exhausted 
powers.  When  such  an  excuse  can 
be  fairly  urged  for  embarrassments, 
let  us  abstain  from  reproach ;  sufficient 
to  such  a  culprit,  is  the  punishment 
which  the  consequences  of  indiscre- 
tion must  inflict ;  especially  as  people 
of  this  stamp  are  generally  rather 
dupes  fhan  knaves,  and  suffer  more 
from  mi^laced  confidence,  and  the 
extravagance  of  their  connexions,  than 
from  the  ungoverned  importunity  of 
their  own  desires. 

Few,  however,  are  lighted  to  ruin 
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by  the  starry  lamp  of  genius.;*  and 
fewer  yet  can  plead,  that  close  atten- 
tion to  the  welfare  of  the  many  com- 
pelled them  to  neglect  their  own.  It 
is  vanity  which  generally  misleads  the 
unthrifty;  and  the  seductions  '  of 
amusement,  not  the  calls  of  businfesSj 
deliver  the  careless  speodthrift  to  the 
iron  gripe  of  insolvency. 

But  let  me  recollect  that  it  is  ray 
own  sex  I  am  now  addressing;  and 
as  we  cannot  be  called  to  such 
high  responsible  stations  as  preclude 
the  possibility  of  those  domestic  attenr 
tions  which  form. a  principal  part  of 
ourbounden  duty,  wt*  can  never  plead 
the  excuse  that  might  shelter  the  ini^ 
provident  legislator,  genera"!,  states^ 
man,  or  magistrate,  from  severe. cent 
sure.  And  though  genius,  does  not 
deny  her  visitations  to  women,  she 
seldom  pours  sucji  full  influence,  upon 

our 
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our  souls  as  to  absorb  the  sensenFother 
duties.  I  will  not  permit  the  fabri- 
cator of  a  novel,  the  composer  of  a 
poem,  or  even  the  writet  of  moral 
essaysy  to  claim  those  privileges  of 
abstraction,  which  I  would  grant  to  a 
•Burke  and  a  Bacon.  Literature  is  with 
us  an  ornament,  or  an  amusement,  not 
a  duty  or  profession  ;  and  when  it  is 
pursued  with  such  avidity,  as  to  with-* 
draw  us  from  the  especial  purposes  of 
our  creation,  it  becomes  a  erime.  ': 
So  tar  arc  rank  and  station  from 
excusing  us  from  this  obligation  to 
pecuniary  exactness,  that  they  seem 
rather  to  bind  it  upon  us  the  closer.; 
for  in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  the 
attention  of  the  husband  is  often  en- 
grossed by  wliat  he  owes  his  country; 
while  the  wife  cannot  show  her  pa*  ' 
•triotism  better  than  by  relieving  her 
partner  from  the- weight  of  domestic 

incum' 
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incumbrance,  and  acting  as  a  faithful 
steward  and  intelligent  agent  in  every 
affair  which  can  be  submitted  to  her 
management.  Punctuality  and  regu* 
larity  in  money  transactions  are  still 
acknowledged  to  be  counting-house 
requisites.  May  they  long  contintie 
to  distinguish  and  give  respectability 
to  the  commercial  world!  but  why 
should  they  be  discarded  from  being 
supporters  to  the  shield  of  ancestry 
and  the  coronet  of  nobility.  I  have 
heard  it  remarked  (and  the  observa* 
tion  ^vas  judicious),  that  arithmetic 
has  been  of  more  real  service  to  the 

world,  than  all  other  remains  of  xjlast 

t- 

sidal  learnine:  or  science :  and  in  whtf 
respect  does  considerate  expenditure 
(wc   are  now   addressing   a   class  t6t^ 
which  the  term  frugality  may  seem 
unappropriate)   imply  the  absence  of 
any  noble  quality?    Can  generosity, 

call 
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can  benevolence  subsist  upon  funds 
which  are  not  your  own  ?  When  you 
bestowed  what  belonged  to  your  chil- 
dren or  your  creditor,  you  did  not 
gkvCy  but  surrfptitiously  apply  the  pos* 
sessions  of  another.  The  character  of 
Charles  Surface,  in  that  very  superior 
j:omedy  "  The  School  for  Scandal," 
if  not  the  hasty  sketch  of  inconside- 
rate genius  unconscious  of  its  dange- 
rous tendency,  must  be  deenned  a 
marked  attack  on  the  probity  which 
is  our  national  distinction.  In  either 
point  of  view,  his  celebrated  animad- 
versions on  the  old  proverb,  ^*  Be  just 
"  before  you  are  generous,''  ought  to 
be  received  with  groans  and  hisses, 
not  thunders  of  applause*.  They  are, 
indeed,  characteristic  of  a  dishonest 
spendthrift;  but  they  bear  no  mark  of 

*  See  the  scene  between  Charles  and  Rowley,  in 
the  fourth  Act  of  the  School  for  Scandal. 
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integrity  hurried  away  by  the  violence 
of  ill- regulated  passions;  for  they  do 
not  result  tVom  the  strong  impression 
made  by  a  recent  tale  of  distress,  but 
from  a  mind  resolved  to  be  unjust,  and 
enamoured  of  its  own  baseness.  The 
sentiment  which  restrains  him  from 
selling  the  picture  of  his  friend  and 
benefactor,  ought  to  hjave  taught  him 
that  the  necessities  of  Old  Stanley 
might  be  supplied,  by  discharghng  his 
four  valets  with  their  bags  and  bon^ 
quets  ;  from  whose  attendance  only  a 
consummate  coxcomb  could  derive 
satisfaction,  and  not  from  a  misappro- 
priation of  what  he  owns  belonged  to 
his  tailor  and  hosier.  How  can  the 
audience  in  the  last  scene  acquiesce  in 
Maria's  destiny  ?  Charles  indeed  tells 
us,  tliat  he  never  more  can  err,  be- 
cause he  shall  now  have  a  monitor  and 
guide;  but  has  he  not  already  told  us, 

that 
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that  he  does  an  imprudent  action  pre- 
cipitately, lest  he  should  be  checked 
by  the  monitor' vAth'm  him?    To  such 
a  character  the  sober  paces  of  justice 
will  ever  appear  *'laine  and  hobbling;" 
but  the  tnisfortune  is,  it  is  not  "Ge- 
nerosity," biit  dishonesty,  M^hich  out- 
strips her.     The  insolvent  must  relin^^ 
quish  the  sublime  pleasure  of  relieving 
indigence,  from  an  absolute  impossi- 
Ulity  of  enjoying  it.    He  may  be  base^ 
he  cannot  be  benevolent  in  any  thing 
but  desire.      If  he  truly  valued  the 
ability  of  giving,  he  should  have  re- 
served some  little  remnant  of  his  pos- 
sessions from  the  gulph  of  dissipation^ 
and  saved  his  tender  heart  from  the 
exquisite  anguish  of  finding  himself 
incapable  of  relieving  misery. 

Compassion  is  one  of  those  inherent 
qualities  of  the  female  mind^  which 
^eem  to  defy  the  influence  of  situation* 

Even 
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is  granted ;  but  it  is  equally  certain, 
that  the  human  mind  is  armed  with 
power  sufficient  to  resist  the  attack 
of  pain;  because  the  same  person 
who  often  sinks  into  the  extremes  of 
nervous  depression,  at  other  timea 
may  be  produced  as  an  instance  of 
fortitude,  by  enduring  extreme  agony 
with  cheerfulness.  It  is  thus  in  the. 
common  affairs  of  life,  we  frequently 
see  that  mind  irritated  by  '^  trifles, 
light  as  air,"  which  has  sustained  real 
affliction  with  unyielding  heroism. 
The  state  of  the  case  seems  to  be, 
that  when  by  bad  habits  and  excessive 
dissipation,  or  through  long  confine- 
ment, over-watchfulness,  great  anxi- 
ety, or  severe  misfortune,  the  spirits 
become  broken  and  the  body  debili- 
tated, every  little  addition  of  pain  or 
inconvenience  alarms  us ;  self  predo- 
tninates  in  all  our  thoughts;   we  no 

longer 
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longer  compare  ourselves  with  others^ 
and  judge  from  a  fair-drawn  parallel ; 
but   we   accumulate   upon   our  own 
heads  every  calamity  and  every  dis* 
ease,  hereditary  or  contagious^  which 
we  can  carry  to  our  own  mountain  of 
misery^  by  any  extravagant  stretch  of 
fancy.     The  natural  consequence  is^ 
that  we  sink  under  its  pressure.  I  have 
bestowed  the  more  time  on  this  subject^ 
from  a  conviction  that  this  malady 
often  assaults  most  amiable  wQififHf 
who  would  shrink   from  themselves 
with  horror,  could  they  foresee  the 
uneasiness  that  they  cause,  of  the  la* 
mentabie  transformation  which  they 
suffer,   while  they  are  under  the  in-* 
fluence  of  this  *'foul  fiend;"  whom, 
though  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ran* 
J^A,  it  is  easy  to  avoid.  As  the  cham- 
pion of  my  sex,  I  here  enter  my  pro- 
test  against  the  forced  construction^ 

F  4  tl\^^ 
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•that  I  suppose  hypochondria  to  be 
merely  a  feminine  infirmity.  As  it 
either  originates  in,  or  is  aggravated 
by  the  patients  permitting  the  imagi- 
nation to  revolve  on  the  narrow  pivot 
of  selfy  the  lords  of  the  creation  are  in- 
debted.to  their  more  athletic  frames 
and  active  occupations,  if  (which  is 
certainly  questionable)  they  are  more 
exepipt  than  we  from  the  assaults  of 
nervous  irritability.. 

Susceptibility,  proceeding  from 
weakness  of  judgment,  and  badness 
of  temper,  takes  a  variety  of  forms. 
Sometimes  it  teases  ourselves  and  our 
connexions  in  the  shape  of  bodily 
conrplaint;  but  it  often  assumes  the 
colour  of  an  injured  character,  suffer- 
ings from  an  ungrateful,  perfidious, 
nndiscerning  world.  It  sharpens  sup- 
posed neglects,  creates  imaginary  af- 
flictions,, and  delivers  us  over  a  prey 

to 
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to    fastidiousness,    resentment,    and 

spleen ;    or  perhaps   it   assumes   the 

Aspect    of  excessive    tenderness  and 

^^eniulous  philanthropy.     In  this  dis- 

S*uise,   it  is  so  admirably  delineated, 

'^y    the  pencil  of  an  unknown  master  in 

"^^  school  of  poetry,  that  I  mustrecal 

til  ^se  M'ell-known  lines  to  your  recol- 

le^^  tion : 


"  -^^aught  by  nice  scale  to  mete  her  feelings  strong, 
**  ^^al«e  by  degrees  and  exquisitely  wrong, 
**  -t^or  tbccrush'd  beetle  first,  the  widow 'd  dovr, 
*'    -^nd  all  the  warbled  sorrows  of  the  grove, 
**  ^ext  for  poor  sufiering  guilt,  and  last  of  all 
**  ^or  parents,  friends,  a  king*s  and  country^s  fall. 
**  ^lark  her  fair  votaries,  prodigal  of  grief, 
*'  AVith  cureless  pangs,  and  woes  that  mock  relief, 
*•  Droop  in  soft  sorrow  o*er  a  faded  flower, 
"O'er  a  dead  jackass  pour  the  pearly  shower  *." 

It  is  most  true,  my  dear  Miss  M ^ 


that  this  pseudo  humanity  always  seats 
herself  upon    an    inverted    pyramid, 

*  New  Morality,  in  the  Poetry  of  the   Anti- 
Jacobin. 
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?idHch  tottcts  under  her.  The  poor  fljr 
that  is  eaten  by  the  spider,  and  the 
^ear  dog  that  would  die  jof  old  age, 
form  the  basis  of  an  ample  superstruc- 
ture; and  her  pity  always  increases  in 
♦ioleince  with  her  consciousness  of  its 
b^ing  Mtterly  unavailing.  She  is  most 
admirably  described  in  a  deservedly 
popular  allegory  *,  as  gazing  through 
a  telescope  in  search  of  distant  dis* 
tresa^  and  overthrowing  the  petitioner 
who  was  at  her  elbow  soliciting  her 
hospitality. 

The  trials  which  arise  from  real  sen- 
sibility goverlied  by  good  sense,  are 
of  that  improving  kind  which  imme- 
diately proceed  from  the  will  of  Divine 
providence,  and  bring  with  them  pre- 
sent complacency  and  future  reward. 
Some  severe  sects  of  Christians  seem 
desirous,  by  their  too  rigid  interpreta- 

*  Progress  of  the  Pilgrim  Good  Intefit* 
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tion  of  particular  texte  of  scripture,  to 
deprive  us  of  all  the  consolation  arising 
from  conscious  well  doing.    It  is  true^ 
if  we  compare  our  finite  virtues  with 
the  purity  and  goodnessof  our  Creator, 
the  largest  accumulation  of  mortal  eai^ 
cellence  must  become  as  dust  upon  the 
balance.    It  is  also  acknowledged,  that 
when  our  whole  lives  are  referred  to 
the  test  of  his  holy  laws,  they  must  fall 
«o  infinitely  below    the    prescribed 
standard,  as  to  compel  us  to  trust  for 
mercy  on  a  surer  foundation  than  our 
own  righteousness.     We  grant  that  in 
i^any  things  we  offend,   and  that  our 
best  deeds  are  tainted  by  infirmity. 
Yet  virtue,  circumscribed,  imperfect, 
l>acksliding  yet  sincere  virtue,   still 
exists  in  the  human  heart.    Her  iden- 
tity is  acknowledged  by  every  pre- 
cept   which  requires   her   exertion*; 
^ay,  she  is  even  authorized  to  expect 
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and  to  claim  a  reward  *  from  that  God 
by  whom  she  13  exercised  and  sancti  fied. 
Amid  those  qualities  which  will  en- 
title their  blessed  possessors  to  shine 
like  stars  in  the  kingdom  of  their  hea- 
venly Father,  genuine  benevolence 
claims  pre-eminence.  Let  us  not,  then, 
consider  the  tenderness  of  heart  which 
leads  our  sex  to  exert  this  glorious 
quality,  as  one  of  our  trials,  but  as  our 
noblest  distinction ;  a  distinction  which 
the  concurrent  voice  of  travellers  de- 
termines to  be  limited  to  no  climate, 
enfeebled  by  no  external  circumstan- 
ces, but  as  active  amid  the  privations 
and  ignorance  of  savage  life,  as  in  the 
refinement  and  opulence  of  civilized 
society.  In  every  age  and  nation, 
women  are  alike  distinguished  by  their 
promptitude  to  assist  the  miserable,, 
and  to  sympathise  with  the  unfortu- 

*  Matt.  3txv.  21  and  23. 

nate. 


109 

nate,  even  at  the  expense  of  their  own 
enjoyments. 

But  this  world  presents  a  mixed 
scene^  in  which  artifice  and  fraud  are 
constantly  endeavouring  to  ensnare 
unsuspicious  generosity ;  and  hence 
arises  the  duty  of  placing  our  hearts 
under  the  guidance  of  our  understand- 
ing, and  of  enlightening  our  judg- 
ments by  the  united  radiance  of  know- 
ledge and  experience.  The  unavoida- 
ble trials  of  real  sensibility  chiefly  arise 
from  the  difficulty  of  striking  a  due 
babnce  between  the  promptitude  of  a 
generous  temper,  and  the  caution  of 
an  intelligent  mind.  Only  general 
rules  can  be  prescribed  for  our  direc- 
tion in  this  instance;  and  as  it  is  much 
easier  to  lay  them  down,  than  to  ap- 
ply them  ta  individual  cases,  we  must 
act  for  ourselves  after  all,  and  can  sel* 
dam  aspire  to  higher  praise  than  purity 
of  intention* 

I  forbe^^ 
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I  forbear  to  mention  the  trials  that 
proceed  from  change  of  fortune,  from 
false  friends,  artful  enemies,  and  oppo- 
site interests;  from  disappointed  ambi- 
tion and  defeated  enterprize ;  from 
accidental  adventures,  mysterious  in- 
trigue, and'  intricate  business.  To 
these  troubles  we  are  less  exposed  than 
men;  and,  speaking  collectively,  we 
only  feel  them  in  their  rebound.  Pro- 
vidence has  withdrawn  us  from  the 
turmoil  of  worldly  contention;  and  it 
is  only  some  peculiar  circumstances, 
or  the  improper  encouragement  of  a 
busy  disposition,  which  removes  us 
from  our  proper  sphere,  domestic  re- 
tirement. 

Instead  of  presuming,  with  culpable 
hardihood,  to  question  the  wisdom  or 
the  justice  of  that  dispensation  which 
nas  determined  our  lot  in  life,  let  us 
direct'  our  attention,  from  what  we 
might  have  been,  to  what  we  are ;  and 

if 
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if  we  find^  by  tBe  general  constitution 
of  our  bodies,  and  the  frame  of  our 
minds,  that  we  are  rightly  placed ;  if 
we  discover,  too,  that  our  relative  si- 
tuation in  society  has  many  real  ad*- 
vantages,  let  dissatisfaction  and  dis« 
obedience  yield  to  acquiescence  and 
gratitude. 

Our  weaker  strength  and  more  deli- 
cately organized  frame  evidently  point 
out  our  unfitness  for  those  laborious 
and  dangerous  exertions,  which  the 
common  wants  of  civilized  life  demand 
from  man.  The  necessity  for  our  being 
thus  exempted  is  further  apparent,  be* 
cause  the  future  generation  would  im* 
maturely  perish,    or  languish  in  the 
miseries  incident  to  neglected  infancy, 
if  at  one  period  we  were  exposed  to 
severe  fatigue  and  alarming  perils,  and 
at  another  were  compelled  by  extreme 
toil  to  desert  our  feeble  offspring,  who, 
unlike  the  brute  creation,  plead   byr 
.3  th^\^ 
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their  helplessness  for  indulgence  to 
their  mothers.  The  laborious  and  ha- 
zardous undertakings  to  M'hich  women 
are  compelled  to  submit  in  savage 
countries,  Are  considered  as  the  preven- 
tive of  such  an  increase  of  inhabitants 
as  would  prove  too  redundant  for  their 
scanty  supply  of  provisions.  And  if 
these  physical  causes  present  insur- 
mountable obstacles  to  our  engaging 
in  athletic  or  dangerous  employments, 
there  seems  to  be  no  less  substantial 
moral  reasons forourwithdrawingfrom 
thatspjecies  of  public  business  in  which 
the  labours  of  the  head  are  principally 
required.  An  eccentric  writer,  wha 
thought  audacity  a  proof  of  genius, 
and  mistook  insubordination  for  inde- 
pendence  and  greatness  of  soul,  seem- 
ed to  suppose  that  the  professions  of  a 
lawyer,  a  physician,  and  a  merchant, 
were  no  ways  incompatible  with  wo- 
men*    Little  ingenuity  is  necessary  to 
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disprove  a  theory  which  puzzled  for 
an  hour,  and  then  sunk  into  oblivion, 
overwhelmed  by  the  weight  of  its  owa 
absurdity,  till  it  was  fished  up  again  by 
some  second-hand  dealers  in  paradox 
and  innovation.  That  we  can  neither 
gain  happiness  nor  advantage,  from 
renouncing  the  habits  which  nature 
communicated  and  custom  has  ratified, 
is  evident,  by  considering  the  qualities 
for  which  we  have  been  most  valued, 
and  how  far  they  would  accord  M'ith 
an  alteration  in  our  relative  situation. 
Could  modesty  endure  the  stare  of 
public  attention ;  could  meekness  pre- 
serve her  olive  wand  unbroken  amid 
the  noisy  contention  of  the  bar;  could 
delicacy  escape  uninjured  through  the 
initiatory  studies  of  medicine;  could 
cautious  discretion  venture  upon  those 
hazardous  experiments  which  private 
as  well  as  public  utility  often  require; 

could 
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could  melting  compassion  be  theproper 
agent  of  impartial  justice ;  or,  would 
gentleness  dictate  those  severe  but 
wholesome  restraints,  whichoften  pre- 
serve a  nation  from  ruin  ?  Though  I 
am  inclined  to  think  highly  of  my  own 
sex;(sO'h)ghly,  that  I  fear  alliny  claims 
in  their  behalf  will  not  be  readily  aU 
low^ed),  I  confess  that  I  can  see  nothing 
intheUtopian  scheme  of  an  Amazonian 
republic,  Avhich  k  not  in  the  highest 
degree  absurd  and  laughable.  My  con* 
viction  that  we  should  make  wretched 
generals,  patriots,  politicians,  legisla- 
tors, and  advocates,  proceeds  from  my 
never  having  yet  seen  a  private  family 
well  conducted,  that  has  been  subject- 
ed to  female  usurpation.  Notwith- 
standing any  degree  of  scienceor  talent 
which  may  have  illuminated  the  fair 
vicegerent,  the  awkward  situation  of 
the  good  man  in  the  corner  has  always 

excited 
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excited  risibility,  and  awakened  such 
prying  scrutiny  into  interior  arrange* 
ments,  as  has  never  failed  to  discover 
''  something  rotten  in  the  state  of  Den- 
'^mark.."     For,  alas!   my  dear  Miss 
M— -— ,  it  is  not  only  the  temperament 
of  our  virtues  which  indicates  the  ne- 
cessity of  our  being  shielded  from  the 
broad  glare  of  observation ;  there  is,* 
generally^  speaking,  (and,  you  know^ 
Providence  acts  by  general  rules  both 
in  the  natural  and  moral  world)  too 
much  impetuosity  of  feeling,  quick- 
ness of  determination^  and  locality  of 
observation,  in  women,  to  enable  us  to 
discharge  public  trusts  or  extensive 
duties  with  propriety.    The  warmth  of 
our  hearts  overpowers  the  ductility  of 
our  judgments;    and  in  our  extreme 
desire  to  act  *otry  right,  we  want  for- 
bearance and  accommodation,   which 
makes  our  best  designs  often  terminate 

exactly 
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exactly  opposite  to  what  we  proposed^ 
The  qualities  that  we  possess  are  ad* 
xnirably  fitted  to  enable  us  to  performs 
a  second  part  in  life's  concert ;  but 
when  we  attempt  to  lead  the  band, 
our  soft  notes  become  scrannel  and 
discordant  by  being  strained  beyond 
their  pitch ;  and  our  tremulous  melo* 
dies  cause  a  disgusting  dissonance,  if 
they  attempt  to  overpower  the  bold 
full  tones  of  manly  harmony,  instead 
of  agreeably  filling  up  its  pauses. 

Experience,  which  enables  men  to 
penetrate  into  the  designs  of  others^ 
and  to  develope  specious  characters,  is 
the  result  of  such  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  world  as  must  'by  us  be  very 
dearly  bought.  Fertility  of  resource 
and  boldness  of  invention,  which  in 
the  compi^ehensive  mind  of  man  be- 
come the  parents  of  stupendous  eftbrts> 
when  modified  by  female  passions,  are 

apt 
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apt  to  degenerate  into  petty  craft 
More  energetic  and  sanguine,  but  less 
endowed  with  courage  and  perseve- 
rance, we  should,  I  doubt  not,  make 
well-intentioned  and  active,  but  rash 
and  hasty  reformers.  Soon  roused 
and  soon  intimidated ;  eager  to  adopt 
or  to  reject ;  unwilling  to  doubt,  to 
temporize,  or  to  examine;  distracted 
by  a  multiplicity  of  cares,  yet  en- 
grossed by  one,  how  could  we  sue- 
cessfully  manage  the  jarring  interests 
and  contending  passions  of  the  instru- 
ments that  we  should  find  it  necessary 
to  employ?  Those  nice  susceptibilities 
of  character,  and  that  acuteness  of 
moral  feeling,  which  induce  us  to  at- 
tend even  to  '*the  grace,  the  manner, 
and  the  decorum  "  of  virtue,  would  ne- 
ver permit  us  to  connive  at  a  smaller 
evil  in  order  to  escape  a  greater;  nor 
could  we,  consistently  with  our  inge- 
nuousness. 
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nuousness,  act  upon  the  politic  principle 
of  **  divide  and  conquer."  Our  com- 
passion and  tenderness  would  never 
authorize  us  to  exert  that  necessary 
severity,  which  is  often  obliged  to  de- 
vote a  part  to  save  the  whole ;  yet 
both -public  and  private  affairs  must 
often  be  conducted  upon  these  prin- 
ciples. Giir  impatience  of  calumny 
would,  on  the  one  hand,  urge  us  to 
that  hasty  vindication  of  our  motives 
and  actions,  which  would  cause  a 
premature  disclosure  of  our  designs; 
while,  on  the  other,  our  strong  per- 
ception of  impropriety,  and  horror  of 
reproach,  would  restrain  us  from 
adopting  such  measures  as  did  not 
carry  on  their  face  their  own  justifica- 
tion. In  fine  we  have  too  little  of  the 
*' serpent's  worldly  wisdom"  to  in- 
demnify us  for  bringing  the  **liarm- 
less  dove  "  from  its  rural  nest.    Our 

adminis- 
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administration,  whether  of  public  or 
private  affairs,  would  want  the  great 
desiderata  of  vigour,  consistency,  and 
extension ;  and  we  should  ourselvc^ 
be  mere  visionary  perfectionists,  the 
dupes  of  the  specious,  and  the  prey 
of  the  ambitious.  Would  this  change 
ia  our  destination  promote  general 
happiness  P  Should  we  ourselves  have 
cause  to  rejoice  in  it  ? 

It  is  possible,  I .  allow,  to  produce 
many  illustrious  examples  of  female 
heroism  and  capacity ;  but  singular 
occurrences  do  not  overthrow  the  ge- 
iii^ral'' conclusions  of  experience.  The 
reigns  of  some  of  ovir  British  Queens 
may  be  fairly  urged  in  proof  of  wo- 
Inen  being  capable  of  discharging  the 
most  arduous  and  complicated  duties 
of  government  with  ability  and  per- 
severiance.  Mv  observations  are  not 
designed,  to  fecommend  the  expe- 
diency 
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diency  of  a  Salique  law  of  exclu- 
sion from    hereditary  rank;    but  to 
strengthen  the  principles  which  con^ 
solidate  domestic  harmony.     Besides, 
the  sceptre's  being  ostensibly  grasped 
by  a  female  hand  does  not  reverse 
the    general    order  of   government. 
The   representative  of  authority    is 
then  indeed  changed  in  gender;    but 
power  is  lodged   in    the   same    sex 
which  was  wont  to  exercise  it ;  men 
still  execute  the  measures  which  men 
advise ;  and  the  sovereign  \%  but  an 
heiress,   whose  conduct  is  restricted 
and  influenced  by  those  laws  which 
are  virtually   her   guardians.      But, 
to  relieve  the  tedium  of  a  discussion 
which  I  fear  yen  will  think  dry  and 
unnecessary,  suppose  we  indulge   in 
a  slight  historical  digression.      Will 
you   deem  me  very  hardy,    if  I  at- 
tempt  to   strengthen    my   argument 
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by  some  observations  on  the  instances 
which  our  own  island  has  afforded  us 
of  female  supremacy  ?  I  will  not  de- 
rive them  from  the  supposed  influence 
of  ro3^al  consorts  or  mistresses,  but 
from  the  reigns  of  our  actual  queens. 

The  history  of  the  first  Mary  is  di- 
rectly in  point.  She  was,  indeed, 
destitute  of  those  amiable  qualities  of 
mercy  and  gentleness,  which  are  con- 
sidered as  our  best  and  most  natural 
endowments ;  but  in  lieu  of  these,  she 
was  possessed  of  tremendous  persever- 
ance and  sanguinary  consistency. 
Good  intentions,  or  at  least  sincerity 
of  purpose^  was  never  denied  her; 
she  aimed  at  what  she  thought  re- 
formation; she  unquestionably  wished 
her  people  to  become  **  wise  unto  sal- 
**  vation  "  in  her  own  M^ay;  and  her 
narrow  mind  presented  no  better  ex- 
pedients  to  make  them  so,   than  t\\Kt 
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faggot  and  the  block.  In  her  eager- 
ness to  obtain  the  desired  end,  she 
overlooked  impossibilities:  hence  her 
marriage, -in  the  decline  of  life,  with 
a  young  foreign  prince;  hence  her 
mal-administration  of  the  domestic 
concerns  of  the  state,  and  of  its  con- 
tinental alliances.  Her  reign  is  a  me- 
lancholy expansion  of  the  passions  of  . 
a  weak  woman,  driven  to  cruelty  and 
self-disgust  by  the  opposition  of  her 
subjects,  the  bigotry  of  her  advisers, 
arid  her  own  ignorance,  rashness,  and 
obstinacy. 

I  shall  not  be  driven  from  the  tenets 
that  I  have  defended  by  the  bright 
splendour  of  the  Elizabethian  sera; 
for  no  writers,  except  the  parasites 
of  her  own  court,  ever  ascribed  fe- 
minine  virtues  to  th^t  renowned  prin- 
cess. Her  education,  confprmably  to 
the  general  taste  of  that  age,   was 

learned 
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learned  and  comprehensive ;   and  hef 
xinderstanding  possessed  the  rare  ad- 
vantage of  being  alike  solid  and  pe- 
netrating. The  difficulties  of  her  early 
life  taught  her  discretion,  and  may  I 
not  also  add  dissimulation  ?  while  her 
long    prospect   of  the  throne  which 
she  was  one  day  to  ascend,  *  induced 
her  to  study  the  science  of  govern- 
ment before  she  was  called  to  wield 
the  sceptre.     In  all  but  vanity,  her 
mind  was  masculine.     This  vice  cer- 
tainly led  her  into  a  perfidious,  though 
perhaps  political  sacrifice  of  a  lovely 
competitor;    and  induced  her,  when 
past  her  grand  climacteric,   to  court 
the  praise  of  beauty,  which  even  in 
youth  she  never  possessed ;   and,  un- 
mindful of  the  deathless  laurels  which 
crowned  her  vigorous  and  successful 
administration,  to  decorate  her  wither- 
ed brows  with  the  myrtle  of  allected 
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gallantry.  If  we  compare  her  latter 
years  with  those  of  our  first  Edward,, 
whom  in  her  public  actions  she  much 
resembled,  our  sex  must  feel  humbled 
at  the  parallel 

The  miseries  of  the  unhappy  Queen 
of  Scotland,  so  evidently  ascribable  to 
the  graces,  the  virtues,  and  the  failings 
©f  her  sex,  must,  while  they  still  draw 
thetearof  pity  for  her  fate,  excite  our 
lively  sympathy  for  every  woman  who 
is  called  to  the  dangerous  estate  of  so- 
vereign power;  especially  in  a  realm 
where  the  fundamental  rights  of  the 
constitution  and  the  bounds  of  prero- 
gative are  not  decidedly  settled.  How 
beautiful  was  the  picture  which  she 
exhibited  in  early  life  of  conjugal  vir- 
tue and  domestic  felicity  !  how  must 
we  regret  the  death  of  Francis,  which 
banished  her  from  "  Fair  France,"  and 
sent  her  to  a  kingdom  barren  of  social 

delights. 
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delights,   the  haunt ^of  ambition,  and 
the  den  of  morose  fanaticism  !    llow 
do  we  participate  in  her  reluctance  to 
relinquish  the  charms  of  elegance  and 
refinement;  in herendeavourstosoften 
the  harsh  character  of  her  subjects, 
and  to  conciliate  the  alarmed  suspi- 
cion of  Ehzabeth,  to  whose  superior 
and  more  wisely  cultivated  understand- 
ing, she  could  only  oppose  graces  and 
accomplishments,  which  were  to  her 
not  only  useless,  but  actually  hastened 
her  fall!   We  see  the  weak  precipita- 
tion of  her  sex  in  her  rash  assumption 
of  her  rival's  title,  and  herhastv  mar- 
riage  with  Darnley ;  and  we  discover 
the  unrestrained  feelings  of  wounded 
sensibility,  in  her  avowed  contempt  of 
him  after  her  discovery  of  his  ingrati- 
tude and  meanness.     The  events  im- 
mediately following  are  so  perplexed 
by    contradictory    statements,     tlxat 
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though  general  opinion  now  seems 
inclined  to  consider  her  conduct  ra- 
ther as  imprudent  than  >vicked,  I  will 
pass  them,  and  hasten  to  the  last  scenes 
of  her  life;  when,  sinking  with  fatigue, 
destitute  of  friends,  ahandoned,  help- 
less, and  forlorn,  the  lovely  fugitive 
threw  herself  upon  the  mercy  of  a 
sister  queen;  and,  through  eighteen 
years  of  tedious  confinement,  saw  the 
sun  only  rise 

«•  To  mark  how  fierce  her  angry  guardians  frown'd, 
".  To  mark  how  fast  her  waning  beauty  flew." 

-  To  the  last  period  of  her  mournful 
days,  she  felt  no  other  effect  of  her 
royal  birth,  than  from  its  elevating 
her  to  be  the  alternate  mark  of  jealousy 
and  ambition.  The  symmetry  of  her 
person,  the  susceptibility  of  her  tem- 
per, the  graces  of  her  manner,  the 
elegance  of  her  accomplishments,  the 
warmth  of  her  attachments,  all  that 

made 
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"^lade  the  woman  amiable,   destroyed 
t  Jie  queen. 

Our  second  Mary  only  occasionally' 
lield  a  delegated  sceptre ;  and  as  her 
t:uneful  panegyrist  *  justly  observes,^ 
Avas    "  instructed   to  command,"   by 
fDbeying  the  hero  William.     Her  re- 
gencies   may    be    produced    as    the 
"brigbtesf  example  of  female  adminis- 
tration, combining  all  those  qualities^ 
of  firmness,  promptitude,  vigour,  pru- 
dence, and  clemency,   which  consti* 
tute  the  definition  of  a  well-ordered 
state.      Yet    this    wise   and    amiable 
Princess  certainly  knew  that  the  pas- 
sive virtues  were  best  suited  to  her 
sex.     **  Never,"  says  a  cotemporary 
author,  *Svere  the  reins  of  government 
"  more    reluctantly    assumed,     more 
"  wisely  managed,  nor  more  willingly 
"  resigned."  Her  conjugal  deportmeut. 

*  Prior. 
G  4  f^Ck- 


128  ^ 

to  a  husband  whom  she  eclipsed  in 
amiable  qualities,  is  a  shining  exam- 
pie  of  discreet  acquiescence  in  general 
laws.  Her  positive  refusal  to  accept 
a  ^o/iVary  sceptre,  was  not  affectation, 
but  wisdom.  Her  political  interfe- 
rence was  always  marked  by  beneficial 
effects,  because  it  was  never  unneces- 
sarily obtrusive.  The  revered  character 
ef  this  exemplary  lady,  the  sacred 
theme  of  Piior's chaster  muse,  adorned 
by  every  public  and  every  private  ex** 
cellence,  still  call  the  muses  to  weep 
over  her  early  tomb.  Should  her  im- 
perial robes  be  destined  to  array  an- 
other English  queen,  may  they,  like 
the  mantle  of  Elijah,  conyey  a  portion 
of  her  hallowed  spirit;  and  may  the 
inheretrix  of  her  regalia  resemble  the 
blessed  spouse  of  William,  in  all  but 
her  premature  exchange  of  an  earthly 
for  a  heavenly  diadem  ! 

The 


129 

The   royal  sister  of  this  illustrious 
princess   ascended   the   throne   with 
equally  good  intentions,  but  with  in- 
■ftsrior  abilities.  The  splendid  successes 
that  attended  her  public  administration 
are  confessedly  attributable  to  the  wis- 
dom of  her  statesmen,  and  the  heroism 
of  her  naval  and  military  commanders. 
Her  private  infelicities,  and  the  dis- 
tractions of  her  latter  years,  are  a  proof 
of  the  unfitness  of  women  to  manage 
the  intricate  perplexities  that  arise 
from  contending  parties,  or  to  struggle 
against  those  gentler  sympathies  of  na- 
ture which  in  elevated  situations  must 
give  place  to  the  sterner  virtues  that 
extensive  responsibility  imposes.    Her  • 
subservience  to  those  violent  tempers 
whom  her  station  authorized  her  to 
overawe;    her  desire  to  accomplish 
ends  which  were  utterly  incompatible, 
and  to  reconcile  characters  essentially 
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discordant;  her  attachment  to  her 
exiled  disinherited  brother,  and  to 
many  ungrateful  favourites  who  had 
recommended  themselvesto  her  esteem 
by  specious  qualitiesy  rendered  her 
dignity  a  crown  of  thorns,  which 
pressed  hard  on  the  aching  brows  of 
inbecile  sickness.  Yet,  considered  as 
a  woman,  what  can  we  censure  in 
Q^een  Anne  ?  Pious  and  sincere  as 
a  Christian,  anxious  for  peace,  com- 
passionate tathe  afflicted,  affectionate 
to  her  kindred,  an  excellent  wife,  dis-^ 
posed  to  friendship,  sincere,  placable,, 
and  compliant 

I  allow,  that  the  reigns  of  many  of 
our  kings  present  as  many,  or  I  will  say 
more  enormous  errors  than  the  worst 
of  those  which  I  have  specified ;  but 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  their  mal- 
administration arose  from  what,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  were  their  errors  op 

their 
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their  vices.  In  most  cases,  it.was  fronv' 
the  predominance  of  some  amiable ye« 
male  quality,  that  our  queens  erred  in- 
their  public  duties.     You  well  know, 
that  it  is  not  my  aim  to  affirm  our 
absolute  unfitness   to  take  the  lead, 
whenever  peculiar  circumstances  en- 
force the  necessity  of  our  so  doing;, 
for  we  may  then,   equally   with  riiie, 
other  sex,  hope    for   that  supply   of  . 
preventingand  restraining  grace  whicli. 
will  enable  us  to  do  our  duty  in  the 
state  of  life  to  M^hich  we  are  called;. 
and    whenever   the    exaltation    of  a 
woman  to  a  highly  responsible  situa-^ 
tion  can  be  foreseen,  a  particular  re- 
gard to  her  education  and  early  habits 
may  enable  her  to  blend  the  authori- 
tative, magnanimous,  and  discriminat- 
ing qualities  that  her  station  will. re- 
quire with  the  milder  virtues  of  her. 
sex.  These  assistances  wcfcauuothopa 
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to  possess,  if  ire  rush  madly  from  our 
sphere,  and  resolve,  uncalled,  to  ven- 
ture on  untried  and  forbidden  paths. 
Cheerful  acquiescence  in  the  will  of 
bim  who  disposes  of  the  lot,  and  steady 
application  to  the  improvement  of  the 
talents  with  which  we  are  intrusted*, 
is  our  duty ;  we  have  already  proved, 
thkt  it  is  also  our  interest. 

The  propriety  of  our  seclusion  from 
public  affairs  is  necessarily  interwoven 
with  domestic  subjection.  The  hu- 
mour of  the  present  age  leans  so 
strongly  to  the  aspiring  qualities,  inde- 
pendence and  self-controul  have  sucL 
attraction  in  their  magical  sound,  that 
I  must  prudently  shelter  my  opposition 
to  their  delusive  enchantment  under 
the  protection  of  mighty  names,  when 
I  pronounce  the  dependant  situation 
of  our  sex  advantageous.  *'  One  very 
**  common  error,"  says   Dr.   Patey^ 

**  misleads 


'*  misleads  the  opinions  of  mankind  on 
"  this  head;  viz.  that,  universally,  au- 
*^  thority  is  pleasant,  and  submission 
"  painful.  In  the  general  course  of 
*'  human  affairs,  the  very  reverse  of 
'*  this  is  nearer  the  truth  :  command 
"  is  anxiety,  obedience  ease."  While 
applying  this  admirable  observation  to 
ourselves,  as  dependant  upon  the  Mnlls 
of  our  near  connexions,  I  shall  not 
become  the  advocate  of  male  tyranny.- 
Referring  to  the  origin  of  authority 
and  submission,  we  may  be  assured, 
that  they  were  imposed  for  mutual 
benefit.  **  Men  da  not,"  as  another 
great  divine  observes,  **  claim  the  su- 
*Vpremacy  for  any  inherent  superio- 
'*  rity,  nor  for  their,  own  individual 
'*  solace;  but  rather,  that  domestic 
^*  peace  may  not  be  violated  by  per- 
"  petual  competition.  The  right  of 
^*  command  must  -be  •placed    some- 

^'  wheve^ 
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**  where,  or  how  could  the  little  re-' 
*^  public  be  regularly  ordered ;  wiiere 
**  then  shall  it  be  properly  bestowed  ? 
*'  Shall  it  be  confided  to  strength  and 
"  courage,  eriterprize  and  activity;  or 
"  shall  ihese  quahties  be  made  subser- 
*^  vient  to  weakness,  apprehension,. 
**  gentleness,  and  a  love  of  repose  ?. 
*^  Would  nat  this  be  to  constitute  a. 
"  state  of  perpetual  warfare,  as  the 
'^  qualities  of  the  governor  and  go- 
^*  verned  would  be  diametrically  op- 
*^  positeto  what  their  respective  duties 
**  required?" 

No  portrait  can  be  more  truly  amia« 
ble,  than  that  of  a  well-disposed  well- 
informed  woman  ordering  her  domestic 
affairs  witli  propriety,  and  guided  ia 
the  more  important  concerns  of  life  by 
the  judgment  of  a  worthy  intelligent 
husband;  and  if  we  meant  also  to. 
draw  a  picture  of  human  felicity,  we 

could 


could  not  do  better  than  copy  from  the 
same  original.  A  weU*disposed  mind, 
conscious  of  its  own  imperfections 
(and  no  mind  which  is  well  disposed 
can  avoid  feeling  them),  ^shrinks  from 
the  burden  of  unnecessary  responsibi- 
lity. It  can  make  allowances  for  the 
errors  and  failings  of  others  ;  it  can- 
not so  lightly  pardon  its  own.  By 
committing  our  affairs  to  the  disposal 
of  one  in  whom  we  can  confide,  we 
always  propose  to  ourselves  quiet  and 
self-enjoyment;  but  in  a  voluntary 
choice  every  degree  of  mismanagement 
subjects  us  to  the  reproach  of  mis- 
placed confidence ;  where  the  choice 
is  made  for  us,  acquiescence  is  at  least 
entitled  to  the  solace  of  conscious, 
nectitude :  the  autliority  of  the  agent 
will  not  prevent  the  effects  of  his. 
weakness  or  mismanagement,,  but  out. 
submission  is  then  justifiable. 
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Domestic  retirement  is  not  only  the 
scene  where  the  passive  virtues  dis- 
play their  heavenly  energies ;  it  is  also 
their  secure  asylum.    From  how  many 
temptations  is  our  sex  preserved,  by 
being  placed  in  this  unviable  shade  !' 
We  are  so  hedged  in,  and  separated^ 
from  the  contagion  of  many  vices  by 
general  opinion,  established  customs^, 
and  even  by  the  natural  repugnance  of 
our  own  minds,  that  we  must  use  vio-- 
lence  before  we  can  burst  through  the 
sacred  enclosure,,  and  solicit,  or  rather 
seize,  contamination.     We  will  men- 
tion, as  itistance^;  intemperance,  pro— 
faneness,  treachery,  and  cruelty*  Eveni 
in  the  eyes  of  debauchees,  a  female^ 
bonvivant  is  contemptible;  and  inde-* 
coram  of  expression  startles  the  most 
profligate,  when  it  proceeds  from  that 
sex,  whose  presence  is  acknowledged 
to  be  such  a  restraint  upon  the  boldest. 

blasphemer, 
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blasphemer,  as  only  ignorance  and  ill 
manners  can  surmount.     Well  might 
tbeinspired  writerobserve,  that  ''there 
"is  no   wickedness  like  the  wicked- 
"  ness  of  a  woman ;"  for  the  effrontery 
which  enables  her  to  brave  infam}^ 
ascertains  tlie  annihilation   of  those 
livjely  sensibilities  which  might  have 
led  her  back  to  commiseration  and 
contrition.  It  is  observed  in  the  lower 
walks  of  vice,   that  when  a  woman  is 
concerned  in  a  robbery,  murder  gene- 
rally follows ;  this  is  a  probable  conse- 
quence, for  cowards  are  always  cruel ; 
and  those  small  remains  of  generosity, 
which  even  a  course  of  rapine  cannot 
always  eradicate,  are  foreign  to  a  heart 
which    has  only   conquered    the    re- 
straints, but  not  the  selfishness  of  fear. 
In  men  we  have  often  seen  ambition 
united  with  many  excellent  qualities- 
it  has  even  been  styled  the  error  of 
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great  minds.  Conscious  of  ability, 
and  insatiate  of  renown,  conquerors 
and  statesmen  have  generally  beea 
solicitous  to  do  that  *'holily  which  they 
*^  would  do  highly;"  but  when  woman 
has  delivered  herself  up  to  unlawful 
cravings,  her  lively  passions,  and  her 
eager  desire  to  attain. her  purpose, 
combating  with  the  sense  of  her  weak- 
nessi  has  generally  driven  her  upon 
the  most  detestable  means  of  accom- 
plishing a  bad  design.  Macbeth,  ia 
the  very  act  of  murder,  retains  some- 
what of  the  **  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness ;"  but  '^  his  fiend-like  queen  '*  has 
DO  other  thought  than  self-security. 
Do  not  object  that  we  contemplate 
these  historical  characters  through 
the  medium  of  fiction;  their  portraits 
are  delineated  with  the  most  perfect 
resemblance  to  human  nature.     That 

* 

of  Lady  Macbeth   presents   what,    I 

believe* 
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believe,  is  rather  rare  in  the  annals 
of  vice,  a  woman  gejiuwely  ambitious; 
for  in  our  sex  ambition  is  conmionly 
asubaltern  quality,  stimulated  by  love, 
hatred,  revenge,  fear,  or  vanity.  Like 
Keorida  in  Shenstone's  elegies,  the 
aspiring  female  mostly  anticipates 
**  How  sweet  are  slumbers  on  a  couch 
of  state,"  or  else  wishes  *'To  crown  at 
"  once  the  lover  and  the  love."  But 
the  same  baleful  effects  proceed  from 
the  mixed  as  from  the  primary  pas- 
sion ;  whenever  an  Athaliah  covets 
undue  pre-eminence,  she  arises  with  a 
determination  ''to  cut  off  all  the  seed- 
royal."     These  observations,  my  dear 

Miss  M ,  are  not  M^holly  irrelative 

to  the  million.  Ambition  presents 
other  temptations  beside  crowns,  and 
has  less  bloody,  though  equally  des- 
tructive consequences  as  .those  to 
which   we  have  just  alluded.     I   am 

persuaded 
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persuaded  that  we  must  refer  to  this 
passion,  when,  under  the  guidance  of 
vanity,  many  of  those  extravagancies 
which  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  la- 
ment in  the  course  of  our  correspon- 
dence, as  ruinous  to  domestic  peace, 
and  derogatory  to  female  character. 

I  do  not  think  that  women  have  less 
temptation  to  anger  than  men ;  be- 
cause in  the  routine  of  family  affairs 
they  generally  meet  with  perpetual, 
though  trivial,  trials  of  meekness;  and 
we  know,  that  the  solid  rock  is.  more 
likely  to  be  fretted  by  continual  drop- 
pings, than  broken  by  the  rushing  of 
a  hasty  cataract;  but  the  present  forms, 
of  society,  and  I  grieve  to  add,  its 
seemingly  irresistiblepropensities,  may 
make  us  enumerate  as  one  of  our  ad- 
vantages, that  anger  is  not  likely  to  in- 
volve us  in  very  serious  consequences. 
While  the  only  sinful  part  of  chivalry 

is 
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is  preserved  from  that  oblivion  which 
has  involved  its  high-souled  chastity, 
integrity,  and  generosity,  we  niuht 
congratulate  ourselves  that  ^ve  are  not 
likely  to  be  called  out  for  an  unguarded 
expression,  perhaps  uttered  unconsci- 
ously in  a  moment  of  temporary  deli- 
rium. You  will  smile  at  my  enume- 
rating this  security  amongst  our  ad- 
vantages ;  but  the  bloody  register  of 
false  honour  is  become  so  voluminous, 
that  it  really  is  a  consolation  to  reflect, 
that  the  whizzing  ball  or  gliding  steel 
are  not  likely  to  be  classed  in  the  list 
of  our  mortal  diseases. 

The  customs  of  society  give  us  ad- 
vantages not  highly  valuable  of  them- 
selves, but  capable  of  being  converted 
to  real  benefit.  The  attentions  that 
we  receive  as  women  may  certainly  be, 
as  Mary  Wolstonecraft  terms  them, 
"  engines  of  refined  voluptuousness,'* 
when  they  minister  to  our  caprice,  our 
6  vanity. 
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vanity,  and  our  frivolity;  but  they  arc 
capable  of  a  higher  direction,  and  may 
.  be  so  received,  and  so  directed,  as  to 
reform  the  morals  of  those  from  whom 
we  require  them.  Gallantry  (I  here 
use  that  term  in  its  inoffensive  signifi- 
cation) has  been  so  modified  and  cur- 
tailed by  prevaihng  manners,  that  it  is 
to  be  hoped  women  will  not  join  in  a 
conspiracy  to  annihilate  the  small  de- 
gree of  knightly  courtesy  which  yet 
exists,  by  themselves  assuming  the 
deportment  of  amazonian  boldness,  or 
affecting  amazonian  independence. 
By  indelicacy  of  habit,  by  unblushing 
confidence  in  conversation,  and  b}^  the 
discovery  of  a  vindictive  disposition, 
we  forfeit  the  respect  to  which  the  ' 
passive  virtues,  our  natural  endow- 
ments, are  entitled,  and  must  receive 
from  all  but  brutes  or  monsters. 

The  passive  virtues,  my  dear  young 
friend:,  are  not  mean,  servile,  or  cow- 
ardly. 
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ardly,  Dr.Paley  places  them  in  such 
a  point  of  view,  as  may  excite  the 
emulation  of  the  most  aspiring  mind. 
His  definition  is,  *' passive  virtues  are 
"  of  all  others  the  severest,  the  most 
**  sublime,  and  perhaps  the  most  ac- 
"  ceptable  to  the  Deity."  The  foun- 
dation on  which  they  stand  is  fortitude, 
magnanimity,  and  disinterestedness; 
and  their  sure  reward  is  self-possession, 
and  that  peace  of  God  which  passeth 
understanding.  The  overstrained  soft- 
ness of  affected  refinement  is  aS  ini- 
mical to  these  heavenly  qualities,  as  the 
fury  of  a  virago  ;  a  life  of  uselessness 
and  indulgence  can  never  be  a  life  of 
happiness.  Whoever  erects  herself  into 
the  golden  idol  of  self-importance  will 
be  perpetually  harassed,  by  seeing  in- 
flexible integrity  refuse  to  fall  pros- 
trate before  her.  Whatever  painted 
gauds  may  pass  upon  the  world  as  the 
trappings  of  happiness,  it  can  only  re- 
side 
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i^ide  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  are 
exercised  in  good  works.  The  offices 
>vhich  are  daily  required  of  women, 
enable  us  to  lay  claim  to  this  enviable 
distinction.  Our  relative  situation  in 
life  preserves  us  from  many  tempta- 
tions ;  we  are  more  guarded  by  our 
natural  propensities  from  some  vices ; 
and  from  others,  we  are  more  secured 
by  habit  and  general  opinion.  We  are 
in  less  danger  of  having  our  integrity 
censured  by  the  allurements  of  fraud, 
ambition,  or  contending  interests;  but 
these  are  not  our  best  advantages:  our 
most  glorious  distinction  is,  that  Ave 
are  better  fitted  for  receiving  the  te- 
nets and  obeying  the  precepts  of  that 
faith  which  will  make  us  wise  unto 
salvation  ;  for,  however  infidels  may 
misrepresent  and  cavil  at  lowliness  and 
singleness  of  heart,  these  are  the  dis- 
positions which  fit  us  for  the  reception 
of  the  stupendous  plan  of  redemption, 

and 
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atid  prepare  us  for  evangelical  holi- 
ness.   Credulity  and  terror  may  make 
.us  superstitiou«,  and  obstinacy  and  ig- 
norance may  beget  bigotry ;  but  bi- 
gotry  and  superstition  are  mere  oppro- 
brious   appellations  when  applied  to 
true  religion,  and  only  reflect  odium 
on  the  bestowen    Here,  then,  our  pe- 
culiar, qualities  give   us  advantages, 
which  strength^  courage,  and  wisdom, 
when  unsanctioned  by  piety,  cannot 
impart.     A  consciousness  of  infirmity 
is  the  admonition  pf  nature,  bidding 
us  look  up  to  '*  the  rock  from  whence 
"we  were  hewn,"  and  depend  upon 
the  power  that  has  promised  ^*to  save 
*^  all  who  trust  in  him."    Our  general 
habits  of  submission  and   constraint 
tend  to  subdue  our  stormy  passions, 
and  to  eradicate  our  corrupt  desires ; 
the  humble  offices  of  life   in   which 
most  of  us  are  engaged,  make  us  ac- 
VOL.  i.  H  quaiuted 
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quainted  with  the  wants  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  and  also  dispose  us  to  relieve 
the  sorrows  in  which  we  have  such 
full  participation;  while  all  the  emo- 
tions of  hope,  fear,  joy,  grief,  affection, 
and  gratitude,  to  which  our  suscepti- 
ble hearts  are  so  peculiarly  alive,  form, 
the  very  basis  for  a  pure  but  animated 
devotion.  Surely,  then,  my  dear  Miss 
M ,  contemplating  these  inestima- 
ble privileges,  these  securities  from 
vice,  these  incentives  to  virtue,  these 
helps  of  grace  and  hopes  of  gloiy,  we 
may  adopt  the  language  of  a  nervous, 
though  now  neglected  'instructor  *  of 
our  sex,  and  *'  thank  God  that  we 
were  born  women."  Leaving  you  to 
improve  these  reflections  as  your  piety 
will  best  suggest,  I  remain,  &c. 

*  The  Author  of  the  Ladies*  Calling. 
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LETTER  III. 

Change  of  Manners  in    the   Middle 

Classes. 

MY  DEAR  MISS  M   ■  ■      , 

Prom  the  consideration  of  what  uc 
are  designed  to  be  by  Providence,  tlie 
proposed  series  of  our  correil^Aidence 
leads  us  to  inquire,  what  we  become 
when  we  renounce  the  obligation  of 
duty,  and  submit  (o  be  new-modelled 
by  caprice  or  affectation.  Though  the 
woman  of  fashion  boasts  of  having 
emancipated  herself  from   those    re- 
straints which  fetter  the  inclination  of 
the  woman  of  propriety,  we  shall  dis- 
cover that  she  really  is  in  a  state  -of 
bondage,  and  has  voluntarily  submit- 
ted to  injunctions  no  less  numerous, 
and  far  more  servile,  than  those  which 

H  2  she 
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she  has  rejected.  She  has  her  trials 
too ;  for  the  wisdom  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence never  suffers  any  glaring  viola- 
lion  of  its  laws  to  brave  its  authority, 
i^ithout  being  reproved,  or  at  least  feel- 
ing the  internal  consequences  of  its 
pertinacity.  We  need  not  extend  our 
researches  to  the  comforts  and  advan- 
tages of  a  life  of  voluptuous  dissipa- 
tion, oniji^olent  self-indulgence;  they 
possess  none.  The  punishments  of  the 
"wicked  do  not,  like  the  corrections  of 
the  faithful,  heal  the  heart  they  are  in- 
tended to  probe. 

Moralists  are  always  censured  for 
giving  an  exaggerated  caricature  of 
their  own  times.  I  am  ready  to  admit, 
that  in  some  respects  we  have  im- 
proved upon  our  ancestors  ;  that  vice, 
ceases  to  be  gross,  and  manners  are  no 
longer  stiff  or  pedantic ;  that  society 
is  governed  by  more  agreeable  and 

convenient 
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convenient  laws;  and  that  dress,  when 
it  does  not  outrage  modesty,  is  regu- 
lated by  a  purer  taste,  than  that  which 
ordained  long  M^aists,  long  ruffles,  high 
pokes,  and  farthingales.     It  is  also  ac- 
knowtedged,  that  our  comforts  are  ma- 
terially increased  by  mechanical  and 
mathematical   discoveries,   and    that 
knowledge  is  more  generally  diffused. 
I  believe  the  learned  are  agreed,  that 
in  profound  studies,  which  do  not  de- 
pend upon  experimental  philosophy, 
mechanical    contrivance,    or  natural 
history,  this  age  cannot  sustain  a  com- 
parison with  those  which  laid  thefoun* 
dation  of  our  church,  and  perfected  our 
civil  constitution.    If  the  most  proper 
study  of  mankind  is  man,  our  ances- 
tors had  the  advantage  of  us  in  know- 
ledge. Nor  can  we  claim  uncontested 
pre-eminence  in  charity  ;  because  do- 
nations from  those  ample  stores  which 

H  3  internal 
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internal  peace  and  coftimerce  have 
diffused  over  this  nation,  must  not  be 
rated  in  arithmetical  proportion  with 
the  pittance  that  could  be  spared  from 
the  urgent  necessities  of  individuals, 
at  a  period  when  agriculture  was  ill 
understood,  and  often  interrupted  by 
civil  wars,  and  when  arts  apd  manu- 
factures were  unknown.  The  bene* 
yolence,  public  spirit,  and  magnificent 
liberality  of  those  perilous  and  needy 
times,  are  proved  by  the  irrefragable 
testimony  of  many  religious  and  cha- 
ritable foundations,  by  stately  edifices 
devoted  to  the  advancement  of  learn- 
ing,  by  splendid  asylums  for  infancy 
^nd  sicknejss,  and  by  comfortable  ha» 
bitations  for  age  and  penury. 

Charity  is  therefore  only,  what  it 
ever  has  been,  a  striking  feature  in  our 
national  character.  It  is,  indeed,  so 
predominant  ^  di&tiuction,  that  even 

selfish- 
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aelfishness,   languishing  in  the  dissi- 
pation and  luxury  of  what  is  called  high 
life,  cannot  avoid  imparting  some  of 
its  superflux  to  the  poor  and  needy. 
Justice  should  be  always  done  even  to 
the  least  deserving ;  and  it  is  to  be  la- 
mentedy  that  the  author  of  a  very  spi- 
rited and  well-principled  satire*,  while 
describing  the  **  barren  and  dreary  de- 
**  sen  of  the  fashionable  world/'  has 
neglected  to  mark  out  the  green  Oasis  f 
©f  charity.      Perhaps  it  would  have 
been  false  candour  to  have  applied  the 
name  of  this  sublime  Christian  grace 
to  the  liberality  of  philanthropy ;  how- 
ever, as  even  that  indicates  some  rem- 
nant of  moral  feeling,  some  interrup- 

*  The  Fashionable  World  Displayed. 

f  This  term  is  used  by  modern  travellers  in 
North  Africa,  to  signify  those  spots  of  cultivation, 
which  occasionally  diversify  the  immense  desert* 
that  lie  between  Barbary  and  Negro-land. 
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tion  of  the  frigid  cold  of  a  life  of  plea- 
sure, it  should  not  be  passed  over  M'ith- 
out  commendation,  tliough  its  motives 
do  not  entitle  it  to  the  praise  of  reli- 
gious obedience. 

It  is  no  new  observation,  that  the 
extremes  of  society  are  unfavourable 
to  virtue.  Wise  Agur  formed  a  wish 
upon  this  head  three  thousand  years 
ago  *,  which  for  piety  and  prudence 
is  alike  entitled  to  everlasting  remem- 
brance. The  levity  and  dissipation 
of  the  middle  ranks  are  the  singular 
and  alarming  characteristicsof  the  pre- 
sent times.  A  dissolute  sensual  nobi- 
lity is  no  novelty.  It  is  also  upon  re- 
cord, that  the  lower  orders  in  these 
kingdoms  have  been  dissatisfied,  cla- 
morous, negligent  of  their  proper  du- 
ties, and  inclined  to  assume  political 

*  Prov.  XXX.  8. 
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Supremacy.  But  the  middle  classes^ 
where  temperance,  diligence,  and  pro- 
priety used  to  reside,  the  favourite 
abode  of  rectitude,  good  sense,  and 
sound  piety,  have  undergone  a  change 
within  the  la^t  fifty  years  which  must 
startle  every  considerate  mind;  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  women,  either  as  to  the 
cause  or  the  cure,  it  presents  a  topic 
demanding  our  close  attention. 

Though  the  effects  of  commercial 
prosperity  are  in  some  degree  gene- 
rally diffused  over  the  nation,  it  has 
principally  affected  the  intermediate 
orders.  Successful  adventure,  pro- 
fessional skill,  patient  diligence,  or 
laborious  industry,  often  bring  a  rapid 
i^3crease  of  wealth  to  families  that 
have  not,  either  by  habit  or  education, 
been  taught  the  proper  use  of  it.  The 
, first  blessing  which  fortune  seems  to 
offer  to  an  ill-regulated  or  ill-informed 
mind  is  self-enjoyment,  the  second  is 
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distinction ;  hence  arise  luxurious 
inodes  of  living,  and  absurd  exhibitions 
of  grandeur.  It  would  be  well,  if  the 
consequences  of  these  errors  were  limit- 
ed to  what  inevitably  follows  extreme 
indulgence,  I  mean  disease  and  con- 
tempt ;  but  the  effects  are  rarely  con- 
fined to  the  faulty  individual.  The 
gains  of  su;>cessful  adventure  are  soon 
.  lost  by  a  reverse  of  fortune ;  the  sav- 
ings  of  diligence  and  industry  cannot 
•supply  the  waste  of  carelessness  and 
indolence;  the  profits  of  the  profes- 
sional man  die  with  him,  and  nothing 
remains  to  his  family  but  the  hoard 
which  frugality  reserved  in  the  hour 
of  prosperity.  Yet  if  people  so 
circumstanced  will  vie  in  expense 
with  hereditary  wealth,  what  must  be 
the  consequence?  what  indeed,  but 
that  which  we  hourly  see,  in  bank* 
ruptcies,  siricides,  helpless  widows  and 
destitute  orphans,  in  every  species  of 

nefarious 
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l:iefarious  fraud,  extortion,  and  swind- 
X  ing  imposition ;  we  must  also  add, 
that  the  ruin  caused  by  this  rage  for 
Xuxury  and  sho^w  is  visible  in  the  mad- 
'^ess  of  gaming-houses,  and  in  the  li- 
centious haunts  of  prostitution. 

Would  to  heaven  our  sex  could  be 
"vindicated  from  the  heavy  censure  that 
must  fall  upon  those'  who,  to  purchase 
the  eclat  of  a  few  years,  not  the  happi- 
ness of  an  hour,  involve  themselves 
and  families  in  destruction !  An  im- 
partial review  of  living  manners  com- 
pels me  to  confess,  that  we  are  in  this 
point  often  more  culpable  than  our 
weakly  indulgent  partners.  It  is  Eve 
who  again  intreats  Adam  to  eat  the 
forbidden  fruit:  he  takes  it,  and  is  un- 
done. Men  in  this  rank  of  life  have 
generally  less  taste  than  women ;  they 
are  amused  by  their  business  through 
the  day,  and  at  its  weary  close  they 
would  generally  be  contented  with  the 

II  6  relaxation 


156 

relaxation  which  their  own  families 
afforded)  if  those  families  were  social, 
domestic,  cheerful,  and  desirous  to  pro- 
mote their  amusement.  But  since  the 
potent  decree  of  fashion  determined  it 
to  be  unfit  for  the  wife  of  a  man  in  re*' 
putable  circumstances  to  employ  her- 
jself  in  domestic  arrangements,  or  use- 
ful needle-work,  time  has  proved  a 
severe  burden  to  people  who  are  desti- 
tute of  inclination  for  literature.  To 
relieve  themselves  from  a  load,  the 
weight  of  which  they  are  too  proud 
to  acknowledge,  they  have  felt  obliged 
to  mingle  with  what  is  called  the  world. 
Did  any  of  these  adventurous  dames 
consider  the  heavy  services  which  this 
association  requires,  did  they  fairly 
rate  the  fatigue,  the  perplexity,  the 
slavery  of  being  wry  genteel  upon  a 
limited  scale,  they  would  think  it  bet- 
ter to  prefer  a  plain  system  of  social 
comfort,  even  at  the  expense  of  that 
6  ridicule 
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ridicule  which,  I  lament  to  say,  such 
a  deviation  from  refinement  would 
incur.  Yet,  when  there  is  no  house- 
keeper in  the  spice-room,  nor  butler 
at  the  sideboard,  an  elegant  entertain- 
ment occasions  more  labour  and  per- 
plexity to  the  mistress  of  the  house, 
than  she  would  undergo  by  a  regular 
performance  of  services  highly  bene- 
ficial and  praiseworthy.  What  anxiety 
is; there  that  every  part  of  the  splen- 
did repast  should  be  properly  selected, 
lnjell  dressed,  and  served  in  style !  What 
care  to  keep  the  every-day  garb  of 

family  economics  out  of  sight,  and  to 

• 

convince  the  guests  that  this  is  the 
usual  style  of  living;  though,  if  they 
credit  the  report,  it  must  only  con- 
firm their  suspicion  that  their  hostess 
is  actually  insane.  What  blushing 
confusion  do  these  demi-fsLshiomsts 
discover,  if  detected  in  any  employ- 
ment that  seems  to  indicate  a  little  re- 

maiixii^w 
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maining  regard  for  prudence  and  oeco- 
nomy  !  What  irregularity  and  incon- 
venience must  the  family  experience 
during  the  days  immediately  preceding 
the  gala!  what  irritation  of  temper, 
what  neglect  of  children,  what  disre- 
gard of  religious  and  social  offices ! 
And  for  what  is  all  this  sacrifice?  to 
procure  the  honour  of  being  talked  of; 
for  happiness,  or  even  comfort,  are 
rarely  expected  at  such  entertain- 
ments. Notwithstanding  all  due  pre- 
paration, something  goes  wrong,  ei- 
ther in  the  dinner  or  the  company. 
The  face  of  the  invitcr  displays  mor- 
tification, instead  of  exultation  ;  and 
the  invited  disguise  the  sneer  of  ridi- 
cule under  the  fixrd  simper  of  affected 
politeness.  Nor  let  the  giver  of  the 
feast  complain  of  disappointment.  She 
aimed  not  to  please,  but  to  dazzle;  not 
to  gratify  her  guests  by  the  cheerful 
hilarity  of  her  table,  but  to  announce 

her 
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her  own  superiority  in  taste  or  in  ex- 
pcnsc.  When  the  hospitable  hostess 
spreads  her  plain  but  plentiful  board 
for  friendship  and  kindred,  for  those 
whom  she  loves  or  respects,  those 
whom  she  seeks  to  oblige,  or  those  to 
whom  she  wishes  to  acknowledge  ob- 
ligation, where  vanity  and  self  are 
kept  out  of  sight,  and  real  generosity 
seeks  no  higher  praise  than  that  of 
giving  a  sufficient  and  comfortable 
repast  with  a  pleasant  welcome,  afasti- 
tidious  observance  of  any  accidental 
mistake,  or  trivial  error,  might  be 
justly  called  ill-nature  and  ingratitude; 
but  when  ostentation  .summons  her 
myrmidons  to  behold  the  triumph,  let 
ridicule  join  the  party,  and  proclaim 
the  defeat. 

But  this  insatiable  monster,  a  rage 
for  distinction,    is  not  content  with 
spoiling  tliC  comforts  of  the  cheerful 
regale;    luxury  has  invented  a  pro- 
digious 
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diglous  number  of  accommodations  lA 
the  department  of  moveables ;  and  the 
mistress  of  a  tiny  villa  at  Hackney,  or 
a  still  more  tiny  drawing-room  iij 
Crutched  Friars,  only  waits  to  know 
if  her  Grace  has  placed  them  in  her 
baronial  residence,  to  pronounce  that 
they  are  comforts  without  which  no 
soul  can  exist.  Hence  it  becomes  aa 
undertaking  of  no  little  skill,  to  con? 
duct  one's  person  through  an  apart- 
ment twelve  feet  square,  furnished  in 
style  by  a  hdy  of  taste^  without  any 
injury  to  ourselves,  or  to  the  fauteuils, 
candelabras,  consoletables,  jardiniers, 
chiffoniers,  &c.  Should  we,  at  enter- 
ing the  apartment,  escape  the  work- 
boxes,  foot-stools,  and  cushions  for 
lapdogs,  our  debut  may  still  be  cele- 
brated by  the  overthrow  of  half  a 
doaen  top-gallant  screens,  as  many 
perfume  jars,  or  even  by  the  total  de- 
molition of  a  glass  cabinet  stuck  full 

of 
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^f stuffed  monsters.  By  an  inadvertent 
Remove  of  our  chair  backM'ards,   we 
^ay  thrust  it  through  the  paper  frame 
of  the  book-stand,  or  the  pyramidal 
tiower-basket;  and  our  nearer  approach 
^0  the  fire  is  barricadoed  by  nodding 
^mandarines  and  branching  lustres.    It 
is  well,  if  the  height  of  the  apartment 
permits  us  to  glide  secure  under  the 
impending  danger  of  crystal  lamps, 
chandeliers,  and  gilt  bird-cages  inha- 
bited by  screaming  canaries.     An  at- 
tempt to  walk  would  be  too  presump- 
tuous, amidst  the  opposition  of  a  host 
of  working-tables,  sofas,  rout  chairs, 
and  ottomans.     To  return  from  a  visit 
of  this    description    without   having 
committed  or  suffered  any  depredation, 
is  an  event  almostsimilarto  thefanious 
expedition  of  the  Argonauts.  The  fair 
mistress,  indeed,  generally  officiates  as 
pilot;  and  by  observing  how  she  folds 

or 
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or  unfurls  her  redundant  train,  and  en- 
larges or  contracts  the  waving  of  her 
plumes,  one  may  practise  the  dilating 
or  diminishing  graces  according  to  the 
,  most  exact  rules  of  geometrical  pro- 
portion ;  happy  if  we  can  steal  a  mo- 
^entfrom  the  circumspection  thatoui 
arduous. situation  requires,  to  admire 
the  quantity  of  pretty  things  which 
are  collected  together,  and  inquire  ii 
they  are  really  of  any  use. 
.  Dress  is  such  an  important  subject 
to  women,  that  I  must  claim  permission 
to  refer  to  it  frequently.  Two  chid 
ends  seem  to  be  pursued  by  those  whc 
imitate  the  great  in  this  particular; 
namely,  that  it  should  show  their 
wealth,  and  proclaim  their  uselessness. 
When  the  cost  of  a  gown  excels  the 
countess's,  which  it  resembles  in  shape, 
the  wearer  feels  an  immense  satisfac 
tion,  no  matter  though  her  dress  b< 

bul 
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Wt  a  publication  of  her  vulgar  man-> 
^ers;    elegance  is,  in  her  opinion,  a 
saleable  commodity;  she  has  the  dra- 
per's bill  in  her  pocket  (I  hope  with  a 
i^eceipt  to  it),  and  she  knows  that  she 
is  better  dressed  than  her  ladyship  by 
Wteen- shillings  a  yard.    It  may,  how- 
ever,  happen,  that  deficiency  in  cash 
pr  credit  may  limit  the  taste  of  the 
fashionist  to  the  meer  vamping  up  and 
Temodelling  her  old  wardrobe;  but,  as 
an  exact  copy  would  argue  a  very  little 
^Qu\  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  cari- 
CJ^ture  the  mode,  and  to  exhibit  in  full 
extravagance  that  which,  when  really 
tnodified  by  taste  and  worn  with  pro- 
priety,   was  graceful  and  becomitsg. 
.  Either  way  the  wearer  announces  her 
intentiou  of  not  being  mistaken  for  the 
drudge  of  patient  utility.    1  he  flow  of 
her  drapery,  the  slight  texture  of  her 
attire,  the  tasteful  arrangement  of  her 

tresses^ 
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tfesses,    and  the  studiously  incanve 
liient  situation  of  her  ornaments,  pro^- 
claim  an  airy  sylph,  a  Grecian  nymph,- 
K  *^  mincing  mammet,"  or,  to  speak  i 
her  own  language,   a  very  fine  lady  : 
they  cannot  possibly  denote  the  Indus 
trious  housewife,  or  the  help-mate  a 
man.  ^ 

•  The  pursuits  of  this  lums  natnrte; 
this  cfeaturie  formed  to  feed  on  the 
toils  of  industry,  consist  of  laborious 
idleness.  As,  after  all  her  exertions, 
Iter  situation  in  life  does  not  allow  olT 
her  being  genteel  in  every  thing,  par- 
simonious oeconomy  and  heedless  ex* 
pense  take  their  turn.  To  be  as  smart, 
not  as  her  equals,  but  as  her  superiors^ 
it  becomes  necessary  that  she  should 
excel  in  contrivance;  I  do  not  mean 
in  that  prudent  forethought,  which 
enables  a  good  wife  to  proportion  the 
femily  expenditure  by  the  regular  or- 
der 


^er  of  necessities,   comforts,  conve- 
niences, and  superfluities :    this  gra- 
dation must  be  reversed,  and  super* 
Suities  take  the  lead.     French  wines 
%iay  be  introduced  on  great  occasions, 
Xy  a. daily  retrenchment  of  small  beer; 
^nd  wax-lights  may  be  had  for  routs, 
\}y  limiting  the  number   of  kitchen 
candles.     If  her  husband  and  children 
dine  on  hashed  mutton,  she  can  pro- 
vide ices  in  the  evening;  and  by  leav- 
ing their  bed-chambers   comfortless 
and  inconvenient,  she  can  afford  more 
drapery  for  the  drawing-room.    Even 
white  morning  dresses  will  not  be  so 
very  expensive,  provided  you  are  ex- 
pert in  haggling  with  the  washer-wo- 
man,  and  do  not  dislike  being  dirty 
when  you  are  invisible;    and  if  you 
know  cheap  shops,  and  the  art  of  driv- 
ing bargains,  you  may  even  save  mo- 
ney by  making  useless  purchases.  New 
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modelling  your  household  and  persciia 
ornaments  is,  I  grant,  an  indispensabl 
duty;  for  no  one  can  appear  thre 
times  in  the  same  gown,  or  have  si 
parties  without  one  additional  vandyk 
or  festoon  to  the  window-curtain* 
These  employments  will  therefore  oc- 
cupy your  mornings  till  the  hour  o 
visiting  arrives ;  then  you  must  tak^ 
care  to  dismiss  the  bed-gown  and  work- 
hag,  and^  having  crammed  every  thing 
ungenteel  out  of  sight,  assume  the  airs 
of  that  happy  creature  who  has  nothing 
jn  the  world  to  do,  and  nothing  >to 
think  of  but  killing  time.  Fashions 
arc  now  to  be  discussed,  public  places 
criticised,  shopping  schemes  adjusted, 
and  evening  parties  fixed.  After  your 
morning  ramble,  you  will  just  get  time 
to  treat  your  own  family  with  a  little 
of  that  spleen  and  chagrin  which  have 
been  excited  by  your  having  seen  an 

acquaintance 
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acquaintance  in  her  carriage  while  you 
"were  still  compelled  to  be  on  foot,  or 
by  having  met  one  better  dressed  than 
yourself,  whose  husband  'cannot  half 
so  well  afford  it.  You  must,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  pressure  of  time,  hurry 
over  the  business  of  the  toilette ;  and 
if  during  the  remainder  of  the  even- 
^^Sj  y^^  ^re  not  quite  in  so  great  a 
qrowd  as  a  duchess,  you  may  at  least 
console  yourself  with  the  considera- 
tion that  you  are  as  useless  to  your 
family. 

My  dear  young  friend  will  smile 
when  I  add,  that  our  second-rate  la- 
dies plead  that  they  undergo  all  this 
from  motives  of  conjugal  duty  and  ma 
temal  affection.  It  is  necessary,  they 
say  to  keep  up  connections ;  their 
husband's  credit  depends  upon  their 
appearance  ;  nobody  notices  them  if 
they  do  not  live  like  other  people  ;  or 

perhaps 
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perhaps  the  good  man  himself  insists 
upon  their  being  very  smart  and  living" 
in  style.  When  this  latter  excuse  hap- 
pens to  be  the  fact,  we  certainly  must 
seem  to  sail  with  the  stream  ;  but  the 
plans  of  expense  which  we  dare  uqI 
openly  oppose,  a  regard  to  our  child  ren, 
and  indeed  self-love,  should  induce  us 
.to  counteract  graduall3\  Vanity  is 
rarely  a  prevailing  feature  in  a  man's 
character;  men  sometimes,  indeed, 
choose  that  their  wives  should  be  gaily 
adorned,  and  hurried  through  a  round 
of  amusements,  because  they  are  their 
property;  but  much  oftener  they  do 
this  out  of  gallantry,  with  a  view  to 
gratify  them,  and  by  way  of  showing 
them  their  attachment.  In  the  latter 
case,  it  is  very  possible  to  decline,  with 
affection  and  steadiness,  every  expen- 
sive attention  which  prudence  dis- 
approves;  and   in   the   former,    this 

mania 
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^lania  of  unconjugal  ostentation  may 
fee  checked,  by  appearing  rather  to 
^idare  than  to  enjoy  the  exhibition, 
^en  are  far  more  sensual  than  vain ; 
they  are  less  influenced  by  general 
ofHnion,  and  less  affected  by  petty  de* 
'fraction.     The  passion  of  self-indul* 
S^nce  leads  them  into  expensivehabits. 
Disdaining    the    fictitious  happiness 
ii^hich   depends   upon  the  breath  of 
others,    dissipated  men  pursue  what 
they    call   substantial    bliss.      They 
know  that  the  club  will  at  least  for  aa 
hour  exclude  sorrow  and  ensure  gai- 
ety.   The  circulating  glass  has  %vith 
them  the  united  properties  of  LfCthe 
tnd  Helicon.     To  a  man  of  this  east, 
the  society  of  his  wife  and  children  is 
vapid,    or  at   least   not   sufficiently 
poignant  to  be  long  entertaining.     If 
his  tavem-engagem^nts  can  be  coun* 
teracted  byawell-drested  dinner,  and 
vob  It  I  a  few 
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a  few  cheerful  friends  at  home,  a  wo^ 
man  is  justified  in  resorting  to  these 
rneasures,  by  \<ray  of  weaning  him  from 
his  more  dangerous  propensities;  cvea 
though  she  should  be  obliged  to  sacri- 
fice those  pure  domestic  pleasures, 
which  happy  wedlock  affords  those  peo- 
ple whose  fortunes  are  equal  to  their 
wants ; 


4t 

it 
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An  elegant  sufficiency,  content, 
Retirement,  rural  ^uiet,  friendship,  books^ 
Ease  and  alternate  labour,  useful  life. 
Progressive  virtue,  and  approving  heaven.** 


I  cannot  admit  the  generally-received 
excuse,  that  convivial  meetings  and 
tavern  associations  are  promoters  of 
business ;  because  I  have  known  men 
transact  a  great  deal,  and  even  risd 
from  low  life  to  opulence,  by  means  of 
an  established  character  for  probity, 
integrity,  and  sobriety.  The  general 
habits  of  the  superior  p^rt  of  the  mer^ 

cantile 
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Gantile    world  confirm    tny  opinion. 
But,  granting  that  tlie  convenience  of 
driving  a  bargain,  or  forcing  trade, 
may  withdraw  the  liusband  from  the 
domestic  circle,  the  dissipation  of  the 
wife  is  left  without  excuse.    Th€  craft 
of  deceiving  by  false  appearances  is 
followed  by  too  many,  to  be  a  pro- 
fitable  speculation  any   longer;    and 
wealthy  people,  whom  it  is  desirable 
to  make  dupes,  are  much  sooner  in- 
duced to  trust  a  man  by  the  appear- 
ance of  order  and   oeconomy  in  his 
family,  than  by  hearing  that  it  is  the 
gaytst  in  the  street ;  which  cautious 
traders  often  think  is  the  surest  omen 
of  approaching  bankruptcy.     Nor  is 
the  wisdom  of  the  mother  more  appa- 
rent than  that  of  the  wife,  in  thus  cul- 
'  fevating  taste  at  the  expense  of  pro- 
p'rWty/from  a  design  of  procuring  re- 
«^6ct*tffc  connexions  for  her  daughter ; 
'•'i  la  which 
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which  intention  is  almost  sure  to  bcL 
frustrated  by  one  circumstance:  everjr 
body  is  embarking  in  the  same  traffic  ;, 
and  the  market  is  so  full  of  well— 
dressed  spinsters,  who  are  adepts  in. 
the  art  of  spending  money,  that  if  our* 
laws  permitted  the  same  plurality  of 
wives  to  men  of  fortune  as  the  Koraa. 
sanctions,  still  many  an  elegant  belles 
would  be  in  want  of  a  good  establUh^. 
pient.    The  nymphs  of  modern  times, 
who  spend  their  days  in  music  and^ 
dancing,  differ  much  from  the  ancients 
heroines  of  pastoral  and  romance;  for 
these  latter,  if  they  fed  at  all,  subsisted 
vpon  the  wild  productions  of  groyes 
and  meads,  quaffed  the  limpid  stream, 
and  reposed  under  umbrageous  trees ; 
so  that  they  really  were  very  cheaf 
companions.    But  now,  ornaments  are 
no  longercomposed  of  natural  flowers, 
unless,  like  L^dy  Teazle,  the  fair  one 

pur. 
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p  iirchascs  roses  at  Christmas.  Penc- 
lope  (except  we  seek  for  her  in  the 
c  ircle  of  royalty)  cannot  fabricate  a 
^^cst  for  her  son  or  sire;    and  evea 

*  *  white-handed  Phyllis  '*  disdains  "to 

*  *  dress  herbs  and  other  country  messes 

*  *  for  Corydon  and  Thyrsis;"  and  in- 
eed  I  much  fear  that  those  gentle- 
en  would  no  longer  find  them  ^*  sa* 

"V'cury."  The  rich  gudgeon,  for  whom 
pwtumless  elegance  drops  such  nu* 
^^erdus  baits,  often  possesses  that  most 
^Bgallant   acquirement,    arithmetic; 
%d,  having  discovered  that  a  dower- 
l^s  wife  will  have  the  same  conjugal 
^teiety  to  support  his  pecuniary  re- 
putation, seems  inclined  to  ally  him- 
self to  a  gold-fish.      Compassionating 
the  claims  of  those  numerous  young 
women,  who  found  their  expectation, 
^f  being  supported  on  their  total  itit- 
ability  of  helping  themselves,  I  would. 

1 3  advice. 


5c!vis«,   by  )yay  of  experfinent,   that 
fiome  few  motliers  would  show  a  wish 
of  furnishing  the  ne,xt  generation  with 
tmveSf  by  cultivating  those  qualities. iiv 
their  daughters    which   will  prevent 
them  from  being  converted  into  mis^ 
tresses.       Diffidence,    frugality,    andf 
industry,   ar§  indeed  quite  out ;  but, 
for  that  very  reason  they  will  certainly^ 
be  stared  at,  and  may  give  their  pes*.' 
aessor  that  notoriety,  which  thosQ  who 
only  herd  with  a  crowd  never  can  ob-^ 
tain ;  aiid  it  is  even  possible  that  some, 
whimsical  humouristmay  take  a  fancy 
to  such  vulgarity,  and,  remembering 
Ixis  old  grandmother's  proverb,  uiay; 
overlook  the  want  of  fortune  with  a 
wife,^  when  there  appears  to  be  some- 
thing in  her  which  promises  to  wear 
well.     I  grant  that  such  a  man  must, 
be  a  quiz;  yet  quizzes  have  made  good, 
husbands ;   at  least,  it  is  better  to  be 

the 
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the  wife  of  sueh  a  one,  than  to  be  eter- 
nally transforming  an  old  tambour 
muslin  into  fresh  nets  to  entangle  a 
Xitus  or'a  Brutus,  who,  being  himself 
upon  his  preferment,  perfectly  under* 
stands  the  mystery  of  entrapment. 

I  can  no  longer  support  a  strain  of 
irony.  My  soul  is.moved  to  the  live- 
liest indignation,  and  keenest  sorrow, 
4t  the  wilful  degradation  of  my  sex* 
With  what  propriety  do  we  complain 
of  the  state  of  dependence  in  which 
God  and  the  laws  of  our  country  have 
placed  us,  when  we  render  ourselves 
infiaitely  more  helpless,  more  desti-^ 
tttte  (shall  we  not  say  more  servile  and 
despicable?)  by  deserting  our  proper 
sphere,  by  neglecting  the  useful  du- 
ties that  we  might  perform,  by  sacri- 
ficing the  interest  and  the  affections  of 
pur  families,  not  to  be  even  an  object 
of  admiration,,  distinguished  for  ele*^ 
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gant  frivolity  and  expensive  nothing* 
iiess ;  but  for  the  sake  of  starting  in 
a  crowd  to  run  the  race  of  folly,  of 
echoing  a  forged  tale  of  h«ippiness  and 
splendor,  which  has  been  too  often 
told  to  be  even  specious  ?  For  let  naa 
once  again  repeat  the  often-urged  fact, 
dissipation,  finery,  and  extravagance, 
are  too  frequent  to  attract  attention. 
Even  if  you  strain  the  bursting  nerve* 
of  credit,  and  not  only  squander  every 
sWIling  of  your  children'*  property," 
but  ruin  eyeiy  one  whom  you  can 
ensnare,  some  rival,  equally  unprinci- 
pled,  but  better  situated,  will  outshine 
you.  Could  these  poor  slaves  of  va- 
nity, who  judge  by  the  supposed  opi- 
nion of  the  world,  hear  the  contemp- 
tuous sarcasms  which  this  unsuitable 
parade  and  expense  excite  from  those 
whom  they  attempt  to  propitiate,  it  is 
possible  that  the  dread  of  rid  icule  m  ight 

prove 
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prove  a  more  powerful  restraint^  than 
the  reproachful  tears  of  their  ruined 
offspring,  and  the  curses  of  their  cre- 
ditors.    In  the  higher  circles,  a  more 
costly  dress  than  the  occasion  requires 
is  considered  as  an  indelible  proof  of 
vulgarity ;  the  grandeur  of  the  lady's 
paraphernalia  is  contrasted  with  the 
pettiness  of  her  attendant  lacquey,  the    \ 
fthabbiness  of  her  buggy,  or  the  lean — 
ness  of  her  laborious  Rozinante ;  and 
the  suitability  of  the  tout  ensemble 
must  be  arranged  with  no  common 
*kill,  if  it  escapes  the  prying  glance 
of  piqued  superiority.   An  uncommon 
^(ssemblage  of  felsithers,  a  treble  accu- 
ovulation  of  train,   a  double  row  of 
pUited  Valenciennes,  or  a  sleeve  de* 
^^ntted  till  it  reminds  one  of  Petru- 
chio's  whimsical  description*,  as  in- 

*  «  What !  up  and  down»  cart'd  like  an  applc-tart^ 
^  With  snip,  and  irip«  and  cut." 

1 5  disputably 
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disputably  announce  the  entry  of  .^omc 
would-be  fine  lady  to  a  well-bred  as^^ 
sembly,  as  a  copper  complexion  does^ 
a  native  Amewan  to  the  Canadiaa 
settlers;  and  the  company  wait,  with^ 
the  nonchnianee  of  good  breeding,  tilt' 
some  cockney  misapplfcation  of  the^ 
W,  01*  provincial  inversion  of  the  aspi-*- 
Mte^  determines  the  stranger's  tribcr 
and  latitude.     For  kt  it  not  be  sup-*- 
posed,  tliat  the  propensity  to  appeaiT' 
what  we  are  nat  is^^limited  tO'  erowcleci^ 
<?ities:  few  retirements  arc  so  seques- 
tered, as  to  prevent  their  being  ex* 
plored  by  the  visitations  of  this  osten-» 
tatiouS'  passion  for  saleable  refiaement; 
The  village  madam  hopes  her  showy- 
array,  and  fastidious  scrupulosity^ will 
convince  you  t?iat  her  husband  can^ 
not  be  a  fermer ;    and,  at  the  peril  of 
a  brisk  retort,  you  must  forbear  to 
insinuate  to  the  market- town  elegante^ 
that  sh«  may  be  wanted  in  the  shop. 

Tliey 


Tliey  suppose  that  it  is  very  vulgar  to 
be  thought  useful ;   and  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  an  honest  avocation  is 
to  thenj  a  reproach.     Yet,    though 
"vealth  and  commerce  have  rendered 
the  ea^ternals  of  the  gentlewoman  so 
sittainahle,  that  she  is  no  longer  to  he 
^listinguished  hy  her  habit;  it  is  left 
to  more  patient  and  less  prosperous 
times  to  transcribe  the  complaisance, 
aflFability,  condescending  attention  to 
the  claims  of  others,  love,  of  propri- 
€ty,  and  regard  for  decorum,  which 
are  the  essentials  of  this  desired  dis- 
tinction :  the  adoption  of  these  latter 
qualities  is  too  arduous  an  undertak* 
ing,  and  requires  too  many  privations. 
Rudeness  of  habit  is  soon  cast  aside, 
rudeness  of  manner  is  more  adhesive. 
The  country  lass  doffV  the  former  at 
the  dress  maker's,   where  she  leaves 
bee  red  eloak  and  her  hnmillty  \  but 
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she  is  infinitely  too  much  delighted 
Avith  her  transformation,  to  suppose 
respect  to  superiors,  or  civility  to 
equals,  can  be  necessary,  no^v  that 
the  Miss  Stitchwells  have  pronounced 
her  quite  another  thing.     Is  there,  my 

dear  Miss  M ,  a  more  disgusting^- 

produce  than  insolence  engrafted  on^ 
awkwardness?  or  are  any  airs  so  ridi- 
culous, as  those  which  are  assumed  by" 
purse-proud  ignorance  ? 

Your  excellent  mother  filled  a  si- 
tuation in  fife  too  decidedly  respect- 
able to  derive  any  real  elevation  from 
attempting  to  outstep  the  modesty  of 
nature.  Her  good  sense  taught  her 
both  to  perceive  and  preserve  its  ad- 
vantages. I  enjoy  a  soothing  grati- 
fication from  reflecting,  that  as,  by 
avoiding  the  extremes  of  parsimony 
and  extravagance,  she  gave  an  exam- 
ple of  prudence  to  people  of  her  own 

rank ; 
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rank ;    so  the  wisdom  of  t)ft  maximf 
by  which  she  governed  her  conduct 
"was  generally  useful.    When  the  prcs- 
;Bure   of  the    times  presented    those 
<;Iaims  to  which  countiy  gentlemen 
are  especially  exposed,  she  did  not 
2>lead  public- exigency  as  a  reason  for 
O'estraining  private  benevolence ;  nor 
^id  she  make  her  domestics  misera- 
ble by  penurious  restrictions.     **  The 
**  world/'  she  observed,  '*  will  always 
*' allow  you  to  spare  from  your-self, 
*'  If  you  never  attempt  to  outshine 
''  your  neighbours,  they  will  pardon 
'*  your  old  gown,  and  permit  you  to 
*'  8tay  at  home  unquestioned.'*     By 
'inditing  our  wardrobe,  or  giving  up 
*U  excursion,  it  is  possible  to  avoid 
the  censure  of  being  mean,  and  the 
p^in  of  knowing  that  we  embarrass 
oUr  husband's  affairs.  * 

It  is  worth   considering;   at  how 

inucli 


ibuch  lealr  expense  of  time,  fortuiiey 
and  comfort  you  may  purchase  the* 
reputation  of  solid,  than  you  can  of 
brilliant  qualities,  provided  you  are 
contented  with  being  a  good  plain 
character ;  for  few  are  inclined  to  con-- 
test  th^  right  of  a  claimant  to  that 
distinction.  I  do  not  advise  you  to* 
gain  it  by  struggling  against  the  tor-^ 
rent,  but  by  getting  out  of  its  way^ 
and  suffering  it  to  glide  quietly  by  your 
If  the  attention  of  your  superiors  be 
the  object  at  which  you  aim,  this  is 
the  surest  way  to  obtain  it;  for,  to 
return  to  the  observations  of  my  de- 
ceased monitor,  "though  every  rank 
•*  in  life  has  pressed  into  the  station 
**  immediately  preceding,  none  seeni 
^*  consciousof  their  own  advancement^ 
♦*  while  all  are  piqued  at  the  exalta- 
•♦tion  of  their  inferiors/'  The  cler-. 
gymaa'a  claughter^  will  express  much 

indign;ir 
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indignation  that  the  Misses  Flamba-' 

rough  have  imitated  their  Sunday  hat^ 

ait  the  very  mament  that  they  arc  fa- 

'hricating     a    head-dres*    resembling 

n^hat  the  baronet's  lady  wore  at  the 

last  county  assembly.     It  is  in  vain, 

therefore,  to  rush  forward  with  preci- 

2>itation;  our  superior*  will  only  suiFer 

TI8  to  overtake  them  for  one  moment; 

and  then,   with  a  smrle  of  contempt,^ 

they  will  vault  on  a  higher  eminence, 

ivhere  you  must  try  to  perch  beside 

them,  or  else  be  thrown  down  by  the 

crowd  of  jostling  inferiors,    Avho  are 

pressing  hard   upon   you.      To   step 

aside  is  the  only  wise  method  ;  and, 

to  be  convinced  of  the  absolute  ne-. 

cessity  for  our  so  doing,  let  us  for  a 

ttioment  turn  our  eyes  on  the  lower 

Orders  of  society.    Our  attention  shall 

be  first  directed  to  that  with  whicb. 

^e  are  most  connected;  domestic  sex- 
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vants.  What  is  their  appearance; 
what  are  their  pursuits  ;  what,  gene- 
rally speaking,  is  their  moral  charac- 
ter? The  propensity  to  appear  what 
they  are- not,  has  operated  so  strongly 
in  this  class,  that  few  mistresses,  how- 
ever -besotted  themselves,  can  refrain 
from  complaining  of  its  ill'  effects; 
and  it  is  impossible  to  go  into  a  mixed 
company,  without  being  assailed  with 
narratives  of  the  extravagance,  igno- 
rance, folly,  and  finery  of  maid-8er* 
vants.  Yet,  to  say  that  they  only 
faithfully  copy  the  examples  which 
are  set  before  them,  would  not  (ge- 
nerally speaking)  be  too  severe  an 
answer.  But  this  subject  must  be 
reserved  for  future  discussion  *. 

We  have  seen,  that  no  speculative 
advantages  can  accrue  either  to  our 
husbands^  or  our  daughters^   by  our 

*  Sec  Letter  XlVth. 

extra* 
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Extravagance.     Suppose  we  now  esti- 
'i^ate  the  pleasure  really  enjoyed  by  a 
^voman  who  devotes  herself  to  expen- 
sive gratifications,  who  wears  the  most 
degant  dress,  gives  the  mostsumptu- 
Ous  entertainments,  goes  every  where, 
siud  sees  all  that  is  to  be  seen.     I 
^lov  that  the  being  thus  occupied 
ttioit  be  too  much  devoted  to  self- 
^Vijoyuietit  to  feel  anxious  about  her 
deserted  family ;  to  care  whether  her 
^bildreii  tre  brutes,  idiots,  or  cripples, 
further  than  as.  they  affect  herself;  to 
^  solicitmit  how  her  husband  amu^s 
bimself  in  her  absence ;  to  shrink  at 
the  apprehension  of  the  carelessness 
or  the  dishonesty  of  her  servants ;  or 
to  paind  having  her  morning  slumbers 
broken  by  a  levee  of  clamorous  duus. 
We  may  deny  that  she  ever  attains 
what  she  pursues,  pleasure;  and  our 
proof  of  this  assertion  is  derived  frorcx 

the 
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the  palling  effect  of  satiety  on  tl 
physical  constitution  of  our  bodies 
and  from  the  certain  fact,  that  pie 
sure  ever  flies  away  the  fastest  whi 
it  is  most  eagerly  pursued.  The  r 
tional  dame,  who  spares  one  evenii 
in  the  week  from  domestic  occupation 
will  enjoy  a  lively  party,  a  well-act^ 
play,  a  concert,  or  a  ball.  She  \r 
feel  the  force  of  contrast;  and  eyci 
agreeable  incident  will  be  engr.a¥< 
on  her  memory,  for  the  purpoacii 
amusing  the  beloved  group,  who  w: 
crowd  around  her  next  morning,  i 
inquire  the  history  of  the  gay  evenin] 
She  has  a  still  greater  chance  of  beiu 
gratified,  as  she  will  enter  the  fest 
&cene  with  spirits  undepressed  by  th 
load  of  bodily  debility  which  sleeple 
nights  and  listless  days  must  occasioi 
beside,  amusement  is  not  the  busine 
of  her  life;   and  if  what  i^he  ente 

in 
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into  falls  short  of  her  expectation,  it 
is  but  a  petty  disappointment,  and  she 
has  other  resourcest 

"  The  sleep  of  the  labouring  man 
*'  is  sweet,'*  says  the  inspired  penman; 
and  surely  nothing  is  so  delightful,  as» 
after  a  day  spent  in  the  peaceful  exer- 
cise of  some  honest  calling,  to  sink 
upon  our  pillows,  conscious  of  well- 
ineant  i^ndeavours,  and  confiding  in 
that  God  who  has  promised  to  accept 
them*  Fatigue  of  this  kind  never  in- 
jures the  animal  frame ;  it  is  repaired 
l>y  rest  and  refreshment;  and  the 
morning,  which  yqucws  the  demand  for 
exertion,  revives  the  power  of  com- 
pliance. The  fatigue  which  arises 
from  excessive  dissipation  is  of  ano- 
ther description.  The  exhausted  body 
haslost  the  ability  of  revivification;  the 
clamour  of  music,  the  clasking  of  car- 
riages,  assail  its  feverish   slumbers  ; 

the 
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the  mazes  o£  the  dance;  and  the  glare 
of  theatrical  scenery,  still  flit  before, 
the  frequently  unclosed  eyes ;  the  pas^ 
sions  are  not  yet  calm  in  the  throb- 
bing bosom;  envy  enumerates  the  or- 
naments of  a  rival,  and  chagrin  dwells 
upon  the  slight  curtsey  of  an  opulent 
acquaintance.  The  votary  of  plea* 
sure  rises  unrefreshed,  and  a  listless 
yawning  morning  is  the  penalty  whicb 
she  must  pay  to  nature  for  having 
forced  her  beyond  her  ability.  These 
are  the  moments  that  engender  spleen;, 
the  dissatisfaction  that  she  feels  is 
averted  from  herself,  on  whom  it  ought 
to  fall;  but,  as  she  really  is  unhappyi 
it  must  fix  somewhere.  Very  pro* 
babfy,  she  will  discover  that  her  even- 
ing's chagrin  w^as  owing  tp  her  bus*' 
band,  who  either  looked  as  if  he  did 
not  wish  her  to  go  out,  or  prevented 
her  making  a  more  pleasant  party,  or 

restrained 
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restrained  her  expenses/  or  dropped 
some  harsh  expression  which  broke 
her  spirits,  always  meek  and  tenderly 
sensitive.     Perhaps  the  children  arc 
troublesome,  cross,  humoursome,  and 
Want   more   attention  than  she   has 
leisure    to  give  them;    or    perhaps 
the  French  governess  may  be  neg<^ 
Hgeot,    the   abigail    impertinent,  or 
tile  cook  tipsey.     It  is  happy  when 
the  diieasc  fixes  in  some  remote  part, 
md  only  prompts  the  sufferer  to  treat 
lier  family  with  a  detail  of  the  cruel 
^ittge  that  she  has  undergone ;  and  a 
^thctic  explanation  of  the  extreme 
Wdihip,  that  she,   who  has  such  a 
Ttliah  for  pleasure,  should  never  be 
pennttted  to  taste  it.    Mistaken  crea- 
ture !  who  told  thee  that  this  world 
was  made  fdr  butterflies  ?  Call  me  not 
too  severe,  nor  suppose  that  I  over- 
diarge  the  portrait.    I  know  the  de-> 
7  pravity 
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pravity  of  the  human  heart  too  weft 
(shall  I  own  too  experimentally  ?)  not 
to  be  convinced  that  th&v  who  have 
no  time  for  self-consideration,  and  re- 
ligious communing,  may  be  esteemed 
fortunate  if  they  do  not  fall  into  still 
grosser  faults  and  misfortunes. 

To  descend  a  little  from  the  line  of 
society  that  we  have  been  considering: 
I  have  often  contemplated  the  good 
city  pair,  who  set  out  for  their  box  in 
the  country  on  Saturday  night,  and 
return  time  enough  to  open  shop  on 
Monday  morning.  We  rustics  might 
Suppose,  that  after  the  fatigue  6f  six 
days  they  would  look  forward  to  tli6 
sabbatical  rest  with  ecstacy;  'and' that 
their  purpose  for  going  into  the  couri* 
try  was  to  enjoy  the  heavenly  blessing* 
of  reflection  and  devotion  in  retire** 
ment.  Quite  the  reverse ;  their  inten* 
tion  is  to  have  a  party  of  friends.    The 

travelling 
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travelling  vehicle  is  laden  i^ith  provi* 
sions;  and  though  the  mistress  of  the 
"snug  retreat"  arrives  at  it  late  and 
weary,  she  must  unpack  her  plate, 
dust  her  china,  and  arrange  her  des- 
sert that  evening.  A  little  indulgence 
next  morning  would  be  excusable, 
provided  the  family  were  in  readiness 
to  perform  the  appropriate  duties  of 
the  Sabbath;  but,  unhappily,  there  is 
i  nuiltiplicity  of  reasons  to  prevent 
this  observance.  The  church  is  a  long 
way  off;  it  is  cold  and  damp;  the  pew 
is  in  an  obscure  corner ;  the  weather 
is  suspicious,  and  a  shower  would 
destroy  the  patent  net  mantle ;  or 
perhaps  (which  is  a  still  more  insur* 
mountablc  difficulty)  the  patent  net 
mantle  "was  left  in  London.  The 
kitchen  too  now  begins  to  give 
'* dreadful  note  of  preparation;"  not 
from  **  armourers  accomplishing  the 

knights," 
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knights/'  but  from  the  sho[>-inaid^< 
chopping  force-meat,  the  apprentice's 
cleaning  knives,  and  the  journeyman's 
receiving  a  practical  lesson  in  the  art 
of  waiting  at  table.  For,  do  not  sup- 
pose that  the  entertainment  is  to  be 
merely  comfortable  and  social.  No ; 
it  is  to  be  a  display,  a  set  out,  and  u 
much  intended  to  elevate  a«d  surprise 
as  aGrosvenor-squaregaia.  Certainly 
it  is  foHunate,  that  the  legislature  still 
prohibits  opening  shop  of  a  Sunday; 
as  but  for  this  remission  of  worldly 
toil,  many  people  would  be  obliged  to 
leave  the  garden  of  taste  quite  uncuU 
tivated.  The  company  at  length  ar* 
rive;  they  admire  the  furniture,  praise 
the  garden,  and  declare  their  intention 
of  coming  very  often  ;  for  it  is  ao  de- 
lightful to  be  out  of  the  smoke  of 
London.  Dinner  is  now  served ;  and 
then  "  they  eat,  they  drink,"  but  pro- 
bably 
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bably  not  *•  in  communion  sweet;"  nor 
do  they  "  quaff  immortality  and  joy/* 
because  they  neglect  to  visit  the  fount 
where  those  blessings  are  dispensed. 
Surely,  if  it  were  not  for  being  a  little 
ia  the  fashion,  a  quiet  domestic  reli- 
gious Sunday  would  be  quite  as  com- 
fortable. '  But  I  betray  my  ignorance 
in  using  this  term:  comfort  is  abjured 
by  all  who  enlist  in  the  ranks  of  va- 
nity; and  as,  among  the  higli  ton,  the 
eclat  of  the  f6te  depends  upon  the 
violence  of  the  squeeze  ;  so,  among 
second  ton,  the  prodigiousness  of  tlie 
preceding  fuss  determines  the  plea- 
sure that  your  visitors  are  to  give  you. 
One  morning's  trouble  would  be 
enough  for  a  common-councilman's 
^ife;  but  who  would  mind  being  per- 
plexed in  the  extreme  for  a  whole 
^'eek»  provided  one  could  say  that  we 
VOL.  I.  K  gave 


gave  a  dinner  to  Alderman  Marrowfat, 
and  a//  his  family. 

Permit  me  to  attend  to  an  apology 
which  is  often  made  for  this  style  of 
gentility;  I  mean,  that  it  is  patriotic; 
though,  in  refuting  this  pretence,  I 
may  deviate  a  little  from  the  pre- 
scribed bounds  of  female  authorship. 
It  is  allowed,  that  fine  ladies  of  all 
descriptions  are  nuisances  in  their  own. 
families  ;  but  then  it  is  said  they  are 
public  benefits ;  they  force  trade,  pro- 
mote the   circulation   of   cash,    and, 
re\vard   the    ingenuity    of  manufac- 
turers.     To  preserve  the  metaphor, 
whatever  is  forced  must  be  proporr 
tionably  delicate  and  hazardous.     If, 
luxury,    by   becoming  universal,  in- 
creases the  wealth  of  the  community, 
the  artificial  wants  of  each  individual 
are  also  multiplied;    and  though  the 

merchant 
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merchant  receives  more  for  his  com* 

modities,  the  demands  of  his  family, 

and  the  frequent  insolvency  of  his 

conn:exion8|  leave  him  in  a  worse  situ* 

ation,  than  when  frugality  and  moral 

honesty  were  more  prevalent*   Those, 

iadeed,  are  the  solid  pillars  upon  which 

trade  must  rest ;  remove  them,  and  its 

destruction  is  inevitable.  The  maxim, 

that  private  vices  are  public  benefits, 

has   sunk  into    contempt^    with   the 

deist*  who  endeavoured  to  establish  it. 

All  civilized  states  have  agreed  in 

cherishing    those    privileged    orders 

whose  rank  or  wealth  made  them  the 

proper  patrons  of  learning  and  the  fine 

arts,  and  the  encouragers  of  all  the 

happy  efforts  of  mechanical  industry. 

From    persons    thus   circumstanced, 

society  demands  munificence,  splcn- 

*  Mandeville. 

K  2  dour. 
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clour,  and  hospitality.  Liberality,  ele- 
gance, and  refinement,  are  the  required  , 
characteristics  of  their  immediate  in- 
>  feriors.  The  third  degree  should  be 
contented  to  be  distinguished  by  be- 
nevolence, oeconomy,  and  propriety. 
Humanity,  diligence,  and  frugality, 
become  indispensable  duties  to  the 
fourth  class.  Industry,  humility,  and 
general  good-will,  are  so  suited  to  the 
lowest  state  of  life,  that  when  the  poor 
part  with  these  virtues,  they  deprive 
themselves  of  their  best  consolation 
and  richest  possessions. 

Let  us  look  back  on  the  times  that 
are  just  past,  and  estimate  the  present 
by  them.  Soame  Jenyns's  popular  de- 
scription of  the  embarrassment  of  a 
country  knight's  family  at  an  unex- 
pected visit,  would  not  now  suit  the 
domestic  situation  of  a  creditable 
farmer.     Several  steps  in  society  have 

therefore. 
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therefore,  been  passed  in  the  progress 
of  refinement  since  the  publication  of 
Dodsley's  Miscellanies.  1  have  heard 
a  .well-attested  tradition  of  a  country 
lady  who  was  the  heiress  of  large 
possessions,  and,  what  was  then  called, 
genteelly  educated.  It  was  determined 
by  the  females  of  the  family  met  m 
council  upon  the  occasion,  that  she 
should  appear  in  the  great  hall  clear- 
starching lawn  ruffles,  when  she  re- 
ceived the  first  visit  of  a  favoured 
admirer.  It  is  impossible  to  calculate 
how  many  degrees  of  manners  are 
here  passed,  since  the  few  who  still 
continue  to  be  notable  blush  to  be 
thought  so :  yet  this  event  happened 
about  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. I  need  not  multiply  anecdotes 
of  this  kind ;  the  archives  of  every 
family  can  supply  numerous  attesta- 
tions in  point. 

K  3  In 
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In  low  life,  the  gradation  used  to  be 
from  rags  and  dirt  to  tidiness ;  from 
thei^ce  to  comfort ;  from  comfort,  im- 
provement proceeded  to  superfluity.  | 
But  even  the  pauper,  if  she  move  at 
all,  now  strides  from  filth  to  finery. 
May  not  the  discontent  and  depravity 
of  the  lower  orders  be  attributed  to 
this  circumstance  ?  and  that  such  dis- 
content and  depravity  do  exist,  those 
who  have  i^^  opportunity  of  close  ob- 
servation cannot  doubt,,  though  it  has 
not  yet  assumed  sufficient  ripeness  to 
attract  legislative  attention  *.  When 
pining  want  beheld  its  neighbour 
rising  to  decent  coipfort  by  unre- 
mitting industry  and  frugality,  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  equal  advan-" 
tages  stimulated  him  to  equal  ex- 
ertions.    But    the    enorn^ous    wages 

*  In  Xietter  XlVth.  tins  subject  is  resumed. 
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ttrhich  artisans  now  receive  in  many 
trades  *  support  a  style  of  living,  to 
which  the  most  rigorous  toil  of  the 
day-labourer,  the  worsted  weaver,  or 
many  other  less  profitable  occupations, 
would  be  totally  inadequate.  If  the 
males  in  the  artisan's  fateily  are  sober 
and  industrious,  their  earnings  are 
sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
whole  household :  the  wife,  no  longer 
feeling  the  daily  necessity  of  adding 
to  the  common  stock  by  the  notabi- 
lity of  herself  and  her  tlaUghlers,  is 
often  induced,  liot  only  to  renfitvigi^ 
lance^  but  to  allow  of  waste.  A  style  of 
appearance  is  assumed,  the  expense  of 
which  leaves  them  totally  unprovided 
in  an  hour  of  sickness  and  misfortune ; 

*  In  settral  branches  of  the  woollen  trade,  com- 
mon hs^nds  may  earn  two  guineas  a  week;  yet 
even  a  short- illness  reduces  them  to  extreme  dis. 
tress^ 
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and  also,   by  its  absurdity  ^od  impro- 
priety, deprives  them  of  the  good  opi- 
nion of  their  superiors,  who  certainly 
would  have  been  inclined  to  have  ex- 
tended their  kind  aid  to  alleviate  that 
distress,  against  which  prudence  had  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  provide  an  ade- 
quate defence.    What  sort  of  servants, 
or  poor  men's  wives,  young^vomenbred 
in  idleness,  and  dressed  in  taste,  are 
likely  to  make,  is  not  now  my  inquiry: 
1  speak  of  the  eflects  of  this  unsuitable, 
and  indeed  useless  abundance,  upon 
the  (nind  of  the  really  indigent  man  ; 
and  surely  it  must  render  his  tattered 
garb  still  more  comfortless,  and  his 
brown  crust  more  unsavoury  and  de- 
grading,    lie  could  have  passed  by 
the  magnificent  mansion  of  the  gen- 
tleman, the  elegant  residence  of  the 
rector,  or  the  comfortable  dwelling  of 
the  farmer,  without  heaving  a  sigh 

or 
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or  uttering  one  complaint  at  bis  hard 
lot ;  but  the  luxuries  and  indolence  of 
those  whose  birth  and  education  are 
the  same  as  his  own,  wring  his  soul 
with  anguish ;  and  he  supposes  him- 
self injuriously  treated,  since  all  ranks 
may  be  idle  and  extravagant  except 
his  own.  Perhaps  if  we  were  so  si- 
tuated, we  might  be  equally  faulty. 
The  contented  cottager,  quiet,  sober, 
laborious,  and  cheerful,  is  fast  dis- 
appearing from  our  rustic  haunts; 
wretchedness,  M'ith  all  its  attendant 
train  of  vices,  or  thoughtless,  and  I 
Diay  add  insolent  extravagance,  the 
result  of  great  gains  and  little  fore- 
sight, supply  his  place. 

And  is  the  nation  really  benefited 
by  this  change  of  manners?  Theh)oni 
n)ay  have  more  employment ;  the 
straw-manufacturer  may  have  a  great- 
er demand;    indeed,   trade  of  every 
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kind  may  receive  a  momentary  impe- 
tus ;  but  morals,  which  are  the  vital 
part  of  society,  are  attacked  by  a 
mortal  disease.  The  middle  ranks  no 
longer  feel  ashamed  of  being  in  debt; 
the  lower  do  not  blush  at  receiving 
(I  should  rather  say  demanding)  pa- 
rochial relief,  though  ceconomy  might 
have  preserved  to  them  the  blessing  of 
independence.  In  vain  does  the  mis- 
tress advise  her  servants  to  save  the 
gains  of  prosperity  ;  she  is  answered, 
that  what  they  earn  is  their  own ;  this 
is  a  land  of  liberty,  and  they  have  no 
notion  of  screening  their  parishes.  To 
assume  a  more  dictatorial  tone,  even 
to  paupers,  is  impossible;  they  would 
tell  you,  that  God  made  all  men  equal, 
and  question  your  title  to  that  pre- 
eminence Mhich  permits  you  to  re- 
prove them. 

These  are  the  effects  of  flourishing' 
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trade  and  prosperous  manufacture: 
are  they  symptoms  of  national  pro- 
sperity, or  internal  decay  ?  Allow  me 
to  quote  the  words  of  an  eloqueni 
writer  ♦ ;  who,  haying  observed  thai 
this  country  was  flourishing  in  all  the 
arts  of  civil  life,  remarks,  that  "per- 
''  haps  it  is  running  the  same  course 
**  which  Rome  had  done  before;  from 
"  virtuous  industry  to  wealth ;  from 
**  wealth  to  luxury ;  from  luxury  to 
''  impatience  of  discipline,  and  cor- 
*'  ruption  of  morals ;  till  by  a  total 
**  degeneracy,  and  loss  of  virtue,  being 
"  grown  ripe  for  destruction,  it  falls 
**a  prey  to  some  hardy  oppressor; 
"  and,  with  loss  of  liberty  losing  every 
"thing  that  is  valuable,  sinks  gra- 
'*  dually  again  into  its  original  barba- 
*'  rism."     Such  an  oppressor,  my  dear 

*  See  Dr.  Middleton's  Life  of  Cicero. 
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Miss  M— .— ,  seems  near  at  hand.    He 
wants  neither  ambition,  hatred,  bold- 
ness, nor  inclination  to  destroy  us; 
but   let  us  hope  that  there  still  re- 
mains enough  of  true  religion  among 
US,  to  obtain  a  respite  from  that  mer- 
ciful God    who    promised   to    spare 
oflfending  Sodom,  if  ten  righteous,  or 
rather  religious  people,  could  therein 
be  found.     And  may  we  so  profit  by 
our  present  chastisements,   as  to  see 
the  necessity  of  checking  that  career 
of  degeneracy  which  proved  destrucr 
tive  to  every  nation  that  has  preceded 
us  in  empire,  wealth,  and  renown  ! 

My  conviction  that  luxury,  and  af- 
fected refinement,  have  already  passed 
those  bounds  which  defend  private 
happiness  and  public  security,  would 
induce  me  to  con6ne  our  correspon- 
dence entirely  to  those  orders  whose 
conduct  is  most  important  to  society, 

and 
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and  among  whom  the  insinuating  arts 
of  dissipation  have  lately  gained  a  most 
alarming  preponderance ;  but  a  regard 
for  my  literary  reputation,  together 
with  the  zeal  natural  to  all  reformers, 
prompt  me  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a 
fair  hearing  for   my  remonstrances, 
which    I   am  convinced   my  present 
labours  never  would  receive,    if  I  did 
not  occasionally  introduce  my  readers 
to  very  good  company.    The  fascinat- 
ing names  of  the  Marquis,  and  Lady 
Eiizabetha,  have  caused  many  a  village 
nymph  to  toil  through  six  long  vo- 
lumes of  intricate  adventure,  of  which 
they  never  would  have   perused  six 
pages,  had  the  same  story  been  told 
of  plain  John  and  Betty.     It  is  with 
iome  reluctance  that  I  quit  a  field  of 
observation  in  which  I  have  few  com- 
petitors,   to   pursue  a   beateii   track, 
wherein  I  am  also  preceded  by  per- 
sonal 
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Sonal  experience  knd  superior  ability. 
Remarks  on  the  manners  of  the'great 
World  cannot  come  with  a  good  grace 
frotti  one  who  has  seldom  emerged 
from  the  bosom  of  retirement  (t  could 
Silmost  say,  of  domestic  seclusion), 
and  who  consequently  must  feel  a 
doubt  whether  the  pictures  from 
\vhich  she  copies  really  were  correctly 
Sketched.  Yet  since  I  have  promised 
to  itiake  some  observations  on  prevail- 
ing opinions,  I  must  not  omit  those 
leading  characters  whose  conspicuous 
situation  draws  the  attention  of  the 
World,  and  who  give  law  to  numerous 
aukward  copyists.  Considered  in  this 
point  of  view,  the  manners  and  morals 
bf  the  great  assume  an  influential  con- 
sequence that  is  highly  important  to 
society;  though,  if  confined  to  them- 
selves, their  depravity  is  less  inti- 
mately connected  with  national  ruin, 

than 
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than  a  dereliction  of  principle  in  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  would  be ; 
and   especially  among  those  wha,   by 
being  placed  in  the  medium  between 
riches  and  poverty,  should  present  a 
barrier  to  the  vices  and  temptations 
of  either  extreme,  and  at  the  same 
time  offer  an  asylum  to  every  thing 
which   is  intrinsically    estimable    in 
both.    The  political  importance  which 
tliis  rank  possesses  in  England;  the 
general  information,  sound  sense,  ^nd 
unsophivSticated  manners    that    were 
their    marked    characteristics ;     the 
blameless  occupations,  domestic  ten- 
derness, modesty,  simplicity,  and  un- 
affected gentleness,  that  distinguished 
their  wedded  partners,    all  heighten 
my  regret  that  these  solid  excellences 
should  be  bartered  for  German  prin- 
ciples, illustrated* by  French  practice. 
It   is  not  that  I  believe  the  middle 

classes 
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classes  to  be  the  most  corrupted ;  it 
is  because  that  corruption,  if  it  fix 
here,  destroys  the  vital  principle,  that 
I  address  the  females  of  this  most 
enviable,  this  most  respectable  order, 
with  energetic  intreaties  to  check 
their  vain  pursuit  of  false  fame  and 
absurd  importance,  and  to  resume  the 
genuine  graces  of  their  natural  cha- 
racter; beseeching  them  to  remem- 
ber that  none  <:an  become  contempti- 
ble or  ridiculous,  unless  they  desert 
the  post  at  which  the  God  of  Nature 
has  commanded  them  to  stand.  But 
I  must  now  forsake  my  compeers,  to 
address  a  more  elevated  station  ;  con- 
scious of  being  in  many  respects 
unequal  to  the  task  of  public  censor, 
and  presuming  only  to  gather  a  few 
scattered  observations  that  have  been 
over-looked  by  my  predecessors,  or 
to  discover  some  noxious  weeds  M'hich 

have 
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Ixave  recently  shot  forth.    A  new  sub- 
ject seems  a  hint  for  me  to  conchide 
xny  present  epistle,  and  gives  me  aa 
opportunity  to  assure  you  ho\f  fer- 
vently I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER  IV. 

Absurdities  and  Licentiousness  ctnu^^ 
JVomen  of  Fashion. 

MT  DBAR  MISS  M , 

I  REsujufi  our  correspondence;  happy^* 
in  the  assurance  that  you  are  interested^ 
in  the  subjects  I  have  hitherto  dis-^ 
cussed;   and  presuming  not  only  on^ 
the  partial  affection   that  you  hav^ 
lofigshow-n  me,  but  aiso  on  your  na* 
tural  candour,  which  I  know  induce^' 
you  to  pardon  inadvertencies  whereia 
the  head  only  is  concerned,  provided 
the  heart  be  free  from  those  bad  in-' 
tentions    which   transform    imperfec- 
tions into  crimes.    We  will  enter  upon 
the  topic  proposed  in  the  conclusion 
'  of  my  last  letter,  without  the  formality 
of  a  tedious  prologue. 

There 
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There  are  numerous  and  popular 
Xvriters,  who  have  employed  themselves 
in    traducing  the  order  that  we  are 
^bout  to  scrutinize;  describhig  it  as 
^n  excrescence  springing  out  of  the 
Ijody  politic^  and  draining  every  use- 
ful member  of  its  vital  juices^  in  order 
Xo  swell  its  own  putrid  mass  into  a 
most  hideous  and  most  dangerous  de- 
formity w    I  will  tell  you  a  few  of  the 
abusive   terms    bestowed  *  on    these 
^*  ^arth-treading  stars,"  by  an  author 
who  was  at  least  free  from  the  femi- 
nine fault  of  mincing  her  language, 
and  spoke  out  without  the  least  am- 
biguity/   She  considered  *^  monarchy 
"  and  hereditary  rank  to  be  such  evils, 
*^  as  balanced  all  the  advantages  which 
"Europe  derived  from  civilization; 
"  and  so  unnatural,  that,  in  order  to 
"  account  for  their  introduction,  men 
^'  blasphemomly  supposed  the  human 
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^  race  had  burst  from  its  orbit,  like  a 
'  lawless  planet,  in  order  to  steal  the 
'  celestial  lire  of  reason ;  while  the 
'  vengeance  of  heaven,    lurking   in 

*  the  subtle  flame  like  Pandora's  box^ 
'  afflicted  the  earth  with  these  retri- 
'  butive  curses  to  which  all  our  mi- 

*  sery  and  error  are  owing."    In  fine, 
she  thought  "  that  it  was  the  pesti- 

*  ferous  purple,  and  the  honours  that 
'  flow  from  it,"  which  had  reduced  r» 

poor  women  to  the  state  of  woeful  de^ 
gradation  in  which  her  writings  found 
us,  namely,  without  political  rights, 
without  masculine  strength,  compelled 
to  be  obedient  to  our  husbands,  and 
inclined  to  expect  filial  obedience 
from  our  children ;  accustomed  also 
to  consider  modesty  and  gentleness 
as  constituent  parts  of  our  own  cha- 
racter ;  disposed  to  attend  to  religious 
duties,  and  to  iook  forward  to  another 

world, 
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world,  not  as  the  place  where  our 
"  indefeasible  perfectibility  is  to  ex- 
"  pand/'  but  as  the  region  where  the 
promises  of  salvation  shall  be  fulfilled. 
If  the  inversion  of  the  present  orders 
insociety  will  also  produce  this  change 
in  the  relative  situation  of  our  sex, 
how  ought  we  to  clhig  to  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  and  supplicate  its  con- 
tinuance ! 

I  have  quoted  from  a  book  *  which, 
by  supererainent  absurdity  and  auda- 
city, exposed  the  principles  that  it 
tneant  to  support  to  profound  con- 
tempt. It,  indeed,  amazed  and  con- 
founded for  a  day ;  and  it  received  all 
the  assistance  which  an  elaborate 
analysis  could  bestow,  to  elevate  it 
into  lasting  celebrity.  It  was  soon 
found,  however,  that  the  times  were 

*  The  Rights  of  Women. 

not 
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not  sufficiently  illuminated   to   bear 
such  strong  doctrine ;    and  the  dis- 
ciples of  the  school  of  equality  have 
since;  found   it   r  '>re    convenient  to' 
gloss  and  soften,    7T*r:    -nisrepresentrf 
The    same    democ:    :  r  a    principles, 
howaver,  pervade  many  comilar  works^- 
especially  dramatic  periormanccs,  to* 
which  the  privileged  orders   (as  the  - 
nobility  and  genitry  are  cabalistically 
called)  have  most  unwisely  lent  their 
patronage;    and  that  not  merely  by 
countenancing  the  author,  or  applaud- 
ing the  scenic  representations  that  arc 
deeply  tainted  with  the  leaven  of  de-  , 
niocracy.     Party  rage  may  now  boast* 
thC' same  sacrifices  as  public  virtue 
formerly  enjoined;    and  though  we 
have  not  our  Curtii  or  our  Decii,  who 
immolate   themselves    to    save    their 
country,  we  have  many  men  of  birth  ' 
and  rank  who  seem  inclined  to  pile 

their 
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^^eir  possessions  and  honours  on  the 
^ery  brink  of  a  precipice,  to  exalt 
he  minion  of  the  faction  which  they 
Spouse.  Tlie  first  people  in  the  king- ' 
om  have  not  scrupled  to  support,. 
ot  merely  the  equality^  but  the  su^ 
remacy  of  the  mob,  during  the  frenzy 
fa  democratical  contention  for  par* 
amentary  honours;  and  thus  they 
irtually  signed  the  testimonial  of 
%€\x  having  long  usurped  unjustifiable 
scendaucy,  and  the  certificate  of  their 
eserved  degradation ;  little  thinking 
iiat  the  sentiments  and  principles 
^bich  they  instilled  into  their  clamo*- 
ous  adherents,  would  abide  with 
hem,  and  produce  serious  effects, 
xrhen.the  temporary  purpose  for  which 
;hcy  were  promulgated  was  forgotten 
How  far  ambitious  motives  may  jus- 
;ify  gentlemen  in  thus  endeavouring 
;o  assassinate  their  own  importance, 

is 
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is  not  the  present  question.  Modern 
patriotiBm  may  determine,  that  it  is 
noble  to  reverse  the  part  of  Sampson 
when  he  was  prisoner  among  the 
Philistines,  and  to  pull  down  the 
pillars  of  your  own  state,  when  you 
find  that  you  cannot  climb  into  its 
upper  story.  But  since  our  sex  are 
happily  prevented  from  engaging  ia 
these  turbulent  scenes,  by  native  deli- 
cacy, by  regard  to  their  general  repu- 
tation, and  even  by  their  fears,  I  do 
not  feel  myself  called  upon  to  vindicate 
them  from  th^  charge  of  being  acces- 
sary to  that  general  contempt  for  their 
superiors,  which  is  so  marked  a  feature 
among  the  populace.  Imbibing  the 
spirit  of  Mrs.  Candour,  in  that  mas- 
terly (though  in  some  respects  dan- 
gerous) play,  ''The  School  for  Scan- 
'*  dal,"  I  am  resolved,  *'  let  the  news- 
*'  papers  say  what  they  please  of  can- 
vassing 
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^  vassing  beauties,  haranguing  toasts^ 
*  and  mobbing  demireps,"  not  to  be- 
'ievc  one  syllable;    and  if  "  I  repeat 
*^'  such  anecdotes,"  it  is  only  to  usher 
tn  my  observation  that  the  world  is 
^rown  so  censorious,  it  even  credits 
impassibilities.     I  wish  I  could  acquit 
the  itlvistrious  culprits  of  every  other 
proof  of  iheir  being  concerned  in  a 
conspiracy  against  their  own  orderand 
consequence,  with  as  much  expecta- 
tion of  being  cre^Uted,   at  least  by  my 
country  readers. 

But  though  I  profess  myself  a  steady 
advocate  for  that  gradation  of  wealth 
and  rank,  which,  if  not  positively 
appointed  by  God  in  scripture,  is  there 
shown  to  have  been  nearly  coeval  with 
the  world  that  we  inhabit;  and  Avhich 
is  not  only  the  natural  consequence 
of  the  moral  government  of  the  Al- 
mighty, but  also  the  medium  through 
voxri.  L  which 


which  he  thinks  fit  to  convey  a  greajie 
portion  of  happiness  to  the  human  rac 
than  it  could  otherwise  enjoy ;    I 
not  so  infatuated,  as  to  maintain  thatf 
the   blessings  of   education,    wealtb^^ 
rank,  leisure,  authority,  and  reputa — 
tion,  are  granted  to  a  few  with  un^ 
controllable  occupation ;    but  rather 
that  their   possessors  should  employ 
them  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  com- 
munity; that  such  as  labour  may  not 
have  cause  to  reproach  those  who  rest 
for  being  drones   in  the  state.     The 
God  and  Judge  of  the  whole  earth 
does  not  bestow  his  spiritual  or  tem- 
poral blessings  by  any  arbitrary  rules 
of  unconditional  preference.    When  a 
talent  is  given  to  any  one,  an  account 
is  opened   with  the  giver  of  it,  wh 
appoints  a  day  in  which  he  will  arriv 
and  '^  re-demaad  his  own  with  usury 
Nor  are  these  children  of  prosper! 
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^11  reality  so  tiiuch  better  s/tuated  than 
their  lowly  fellow-creatures,  as  the 
Jaundiced  eye  of  envy  is  apt  to  believe: 
at  least,  ignorant  envy  is  sure  to  fix 
upon  a  wrong  person,  and  to  select,  as 
the  object  whose  affluence  causes  her 
pining  discontent,  some  besotted  sen- 
sualist, who,  forgetting  his  steward- 
ship, presumes  to  turn  the  estate  of 
which  he  is  guardian  entirely  to  his 
own  account,  and  not  only  to  "  cat 
"and  drink  till  he  is  drunken,"  but 
also  to  neglect,  and  even  misuse,  his 
fellow-servants.  Independent  of  that 
fearful  sentence  which  hangs  over 
him,  suspended  by  the  gossamer 
thread  of  this  frail  existence ;  namely, 
''  the  Lord  when  he  cometh  shall  ap- 
<*  point  him  a  portion  with  unbelievers, 
**  where  shall  be  weeping  and  gnash- 
*'  ing  of  teeth,"  the  present  situation 
of  this  self-devoted  Dives  is  most  mi- 

1, 2  serable. 
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^erable.    Excessive  indulgence  ibrecds-- 
a  thousand  bodily  pains  and  nientaL^ 
'infirmities;    even   supposing  that   it: 
does  not  proceed  to  what  are  called^ 
•criminal  gratifications,  capricious  hti— 
•mours  and  unseasonable  wishes  haunts 
that  breast  whose  desires   centre  im 
self-enjoyment.    The  expectation  tha& 
we  may  be  for  ever  lulled  on  the  bo^ 
rsom  of  dielight,    is  thwarted  by  the 
.constitution  of  the  world,  and  eveo 
hy  our  own  physical  qualities.   Pain  is 
necessary,  or  we  should  never  truly 
value  pleasure.    Rest  must  bie  bought 
by  exertion,  or  it  begets  e?mui.     We 
cannot  taste  the  full  blessing  of  suc- 
cess, if  we  have  never  knoivn  disap- 
pointment or  anxiety.      The  animal 
gratifications  of  our  nature  must  be 
preceded  by  privations,  or  our  appe- 
tites will  not  be  satisfied,    but  palled. 
When  penury  has  toiled  hard  for  a 

scanty 
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scanty  meal  and  a  slight  covering,  it 
u^eakly  supposes  that  rest,  repletion, 
and  sumptuous  attire,  must  be  felicity  ;^ 
tlie  indolent  victim  of  spleen,  the  suf'- 
felted  voluptuary,  and  the  capricious- 
'votary  of  vanity,  whose  tortured  ima-- 
ginations  are  ever  pursuing  something 
Bcw  and  strange,,  could^  if  pride  per- 
mitted them  to  make  a  frank  disclo-- 
woTCy  present  a  very  different  picture 
of  ei^yment;   and,  ia  spite  of  its  re-- 
ttrictibns,  tiie  tortures  of  a  diseased- 
lM>dy,  and  the  miseries  of  an  afflicteid 
^ririt,  often  wring  from  them  the  ago- 
aizingregrets  that  they  cannot  change* 
situations  with  the  poor  labourer  who^ 
walks  whistling  by  their  window,,  re-- 
tuming  cheerful  from  his  daily  task. 
Amid  the  numerous  complaints  with- 
which  discontent  ungratefully  assails 
Divine  Providence,  the  raostfrequent 
arise  from  those  w^ho  liavesquandered 

l3  its^ 


its  bounty  in  such  pursuits  as  are  m- 
capkble  of  satisfying  a  rational  being;^ 
or  who  have  supposed  that  the  cup  o 
blessing  could  not  be  enjoyed,  but  by 
quaffing  snob  imiTioderate  draughts  as- 
produce  intoxication. 

AVhere  a  woman  who  is  born  to  tlior 

» 

possession  of  rank  and  affluence  pro-^ 
})erly  appreciates  those  blessings,  and^ 
instead  of  circumscribing  them  withia 
the  narrow  sphere  of  self- enjoyment^ 
endeavours  to  diffuse  improvement  and 
comfort  wherever  her  influence  ex- 
tends;  if,  through  the  conviction  of 
being  merely  an  agent,   she  lift  her 
eyes  to  him  \vho  intrusted  her  with 
ample  powers,  she  feels  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  well  doing,  and  in  the 
serene  delight  of  reflected  bliss,   the 
purest  earthly  gratification.  Her  heart 
frequently  speaks  to  her  in  the    in- 
spired language  of  the  royal  Psalmist, 

'  "The 
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**  The  lot  is  fallen  unto  me  in  a  faFr 
*'  ground,  yea  I  have  a  goodly  heri- 
**  tage."  On  the  other  hand,  if  she 
suppose  herself  to  be  some  *'  mighty 
**  leviathan,"  sent  into  the  ocean  of 
existence  *'to  take  her  pastime  there- 
**  in,"  the  chain  which  held  her  to 
society  is  broken,  or  at  least  held  to- 
gether  only  by  the  fragile  tie  of  in- 
terested dependence.  She  did  not 
participate  in  the  griefs  of  others,  her 
own  sorrows  therefore  shall  be  all  her 
own  ;  she  sought  not  to  make  her  fel- 
low-creatures happy,  they  will  not 
therefore  rejoice  in  her  prosperity. 
Now  sorrow  is  a  lonely  sensation,  and 
may  be  endured  with  heart-breaking 
poignancy  without  any  partaker,  or 
even  witness  ;  nay,  it  is  ever  most 
intolerable  and  oyerM'helming,  Mhen 
unrelieved  by.  sympathy,  and  unsoft- 
ened  by  pity;   but  happiness,  at  least 

L  4  that 
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that  species  of  it  which  selfish  cliarac-^ 
ters  pursue,  is  a  superadded  quality^ 
and  subsists  by  the  agency,  or  at  leasts 
upon  the  opinion,  of  the  nniltitude^ 
The  proudest  beauty,  when  shining  in. 
the  full  glare  of  magnificence,  is  moro 
dependent  than  any  of  the  wondering 
spectators,  past  whom  she  glides  with 
affected  disdain  ;  for,  in  reality,  it  is 
a  persuasion  that  they  admire  her, 
which  swells  her  vain  heart  with  ima- 
ginary consequence.  Does  the  mer- 
cenary bride,  who  sacrifices  every 
prospect  of  domestic  happiness  to  a 
stately  equipage,  a  magnificent  man- 
sion, and  a  numerous  retinue,  really 
find  her  enjoyments  increased  in  the 
hours  of  solitude  by  knowing  that  she 
possesses  these  baubles  ?  No ;  it  is 
while  she  shows  her  diamonds  to  a 
rival,  or  an  enemy,  that  her  vitiated 
taste  appreciates  their  value ;  not  by 

the 


the  pleasure  they  bestbw,. but' bjrthfe- 
pain  tbey  excite,  for  be  it  be  remem-- 
bered,    that   though  the  benevolent 
passiojxs  possess  the^  sanative  quality. 
of  healing  their  own  wounds  ;  or,  to 
i^i^eak  without  a  figure,  though  even, 
disappointed  goodness  administers  sa* 
tisfactio»  to  the  soul;  tlie  selfish  ap* 
pjetites    and    malignant    propensities^ 
luve  but  one  miserable  chance  of  af-- 
fording  a  transient  enjoyment;  as  soon  * 
as  the  animal  exhilaration  subsides,  or^ 
the  demondacal  conviction  of  having 
tormented  another, .  has  taken  place, . 
(tepressian « of.  spirits,^  and  the  stifled, , 
yet  powerful  reproaches  of  the  heart, 
convince  tl>e  unhappy  being  who  en-- 
(kires  them,  tliat  she  has  mistakeniicr^ 
road  to  the  bower  of  bliss.. 

Though  the  desire  of  living,  solely* 
for  themselves  has  been  the  charac- 
teristic of  misused  power  and  affluen^e-^ 

JL.5>  ei'er- 
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ever  since  the  days  of  Solomon,  yet 
^ince  cojximercial  acquisitions,  and  me- 
chanical inventions,  have  increased 
the  number  of  luxurious  enjoyments^ 
and  also  the  rage  of  competition,  the 
temptations  which  beset  the  great  and 
^vealthy  are  in  these  days  exceedingly 
multiplied ;  and  whoever  among  theno 
shall  take  that  mistaken  road  to  hap-- 
piness  which  we  have  just  described, 
will  feel  continually  stimulated  to  de- 
viate further  from  the  right  path,  by 
that  rash  pursuit  t>f  their  inferior!^ 
which  was  the  subject  of  my  last 
letter.  Vanity  ever  labours  to  dis- 
prove the  wise  king's  apothegm,  "  that 
*  *  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun.'' 
She  rejects  the  petition  of  every  votary 
who  cannot  support  his  claim  to  eclat 
by  the  testimonial  of  novelty.  What 
was  esteemed  great  arid  elegant  for  a- 
»oblcman  fifty  years  ago,   would  now 

be 
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be  vulgar  and  mean  for  a  successful 
-mechanic.  Nay,  the  extravagancies 
of  the  last  winter  must  be  outdone  by 
the  present,  on  peril  of  your  becoming 
nobody "i  a  term  of  reproach,  which, 
though  not  formidable  in  its  sound  to 
those  who  have  not  been  initiated  in 
the  mysteries  of  fashion,  is  known  by 
adepts  to  contain  the  very  quintessence 
of  abuse,  and  to  be  much  more  de- 
rogatory to  the  unhappy  being  to 
whom  it  is  applied,  than  all  the  epi- 
thets that  Billingsgate  or  the  Rue  dc 
St.  Honore  could  invent. 
*  Novelty  must,  therefore,  be  obtain- 
ed ;  but  how  can  it  be  acquired  ? 
Though  loosely  arrayed,  like  the  fair 
queen  of  Ogygia  *,  you  sit  and  sing  by 
your  fires  of  cedar,  in  an  apartment 
decorated  by  the  purest  rules  of  Attic 

*  Calypso.-^See  Telemachusj  Book  I. 
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airaplicity ;  though  you  convert  your- 
aelf  into  a  beauteous  Fatima^  and  re- 
cline on  an  embroidered  carpet  in  your' 
magnificent  alhambra,   where  a  thou»- 
sand  lamps  refkct   the   blazing  dia*^ 
monds  which  clasp  your  rpbe  j  thought 
the  eastern  and  western  Indies  lavisb 
their  treasures  on  vour  board,  where- 
the  fruits  of  the  tuopic  blaze  beneath^ 
the  ice  of  the  pole,  the  wife  of  some- 
xich  cit,.  whom  you  despiise,.  will  have 
a  costume  more  truly  Greek  or  Ara- 
besque ;  she  will  sport  finer  diamonds^ 
have  richer  flavoured  wines,   m- pro- 
duce her  hot-house  delicacies^a  fort- 
Bight  before  you.     Did  you  ev<^r  re* 
solve  to  effect  by  absurdity  what  youi 
cannot  do  by  taste,  and  to  fetch  your 
models  from  countries  ignorant  of  just 
proportion  and  correct  design,  man- 
darines, dragons,  and  pagodas,  may  be 
purchased;    pyramids   and   sphinxes^ 

oaut 
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can  be  procured ;  a  sign-post  painter 
can  devise  scrawls  which  ninety-nine 
out  of  a  hundred  will  suppose  are  an 
hieroglyphic;    and  the  rival  lady  and 
her  villa  will  become  completely  Eg3^p- 
tiennev  or  la  Chinoise,   at  the  next 
gala.     I  scarcely  think  that  the  most 
glaring   indelicacy,    or   the  grossest* 
vulgarity,  would  rescue  you- from  the 
fia^arrf  of  having,  that  palm  of  cele- 
brity which  novelty  bestow-s-  w^rested- 
from  3'oivr  grasp  by  fresh  discoveries ; 
for  the  fascination  of  a  great  name,- 
a«d  the  magic  charm  of  being  eutri, 
would  soon  so  transmute  our  old  idea»- 
en  those  subjects,  that  we  should  thinkv 
it  was  only  owing  to  prejudice  that  we 
did  not  before  discover  the  refmenientv 
of  immodesty,  and  the  delicacy  of  ob* 
ficenity.     'The  partial  exposure  of  the 
person,   or  the  limited    rejection   of^ 
tliose  restraints^  whicli  formerly  se- 
cured' 
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cured  good  manners  and  good  morslls, 
have  been  found  of  no  avail.  Yout 
insatiable  pursuers  have  followed  you 
with  remorseless  activity  ;  they  have 
discarded  more  drapery,  and  dashed 
with  less  squeamishness.  I  almost 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  possible 
for  you  to  set  them  at  fault  by  shel- 
tering in  the  bath  of  Diana,  or  even 
in  a  kraal  of  Hottentots.  What  then 
must  become  of  you  ?  If  you  stand 
still,  you  will  not  only  be  overtaken, 
but  preceded ;  and,  melancholy  to 
add,  if  you  once  give  up  this  struggle 
of  competition,  your  former  triumphs 
arfe  of  no  avail.  It  will  be  useless  to 
;5ay,  "  I  was  in  fashion  in  the  year 
four;"  fashion  admits  no  tense  but 
the  present.  If  fifty  ladies  fainted  at 
one  of  your  routs  then^  the  fifteen  who 
died  aM'^ay  /^^t  night,  at  Lady  Jostle's 
furnishes  conversation  for  the  town 

this 
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this  morning.  Though  your  supper- 
rooms  resembled  a  grove  of  cherries^ 
last  May,  cherries  at  a  guinea  a  pound 
this  April  overwhelms  the  remem- 
brance. You  have  entered  into  the 
.service  of  a  severe  task-master,  who, 
though  you  are  crippled  and  exhaust- 
ed by  your  former  efforts,  will  still 
demand  the  wonted  tale  of  bricks  with 
rigorous  exactness. 

What  is  then  to  be  done?  Renounce 
all  allegiance  to  these  arbitrary  man- 
dates. Recollect  that,  though  in  pro- 
portion to  the  abundance  of  your  for- 
tune, or  the  vincibleness  of  your  fa- 
mily entails,  you  may  be  the  first 
fashionist  for  one,  two,  or  three  sea- 
sons (none  but  Midas  can  hope  to  hold 
out  longer),  fresh  competitors  are 
every  year  starting;  and,  as  the  philo- 
sopher's stone  is  still  undiscovered, 
you  must  at  last  be  dethroned r    Soften 

the 
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tlie  pain  of  your  certain  humiliation, 
^erefore,  by  a  timely  and  gracefuV 
retreat.  Resign  the  sceptre,  even  ia 
the  career  of  your  glory,-  which  yoii* 
know  you  cannot  long  retain;  and 
moderate  the  triumph  of  your  succes-* 
sor,  by  appearing  accessory  to  her  ex* 
altatiou;  These,  I  grant,  are  the^ 
counsels  of  worldly  prudence ;  but  L 
am  addressing  those  whom  I  suppose 
to  be  incapable  of  nobler  motives. 

Aware  of  the.  evanescent  nature  of 
that  celebrity  which  is  only  founded^ 
on  expensive  inventions,  some  lad ies^^ 
of  high  ton  have  cherished  the  Satan- 
ical  ambition  of  becoming  pre-emi- 
nent in  vice.  Adopting  the  horridi 
sentiments  ascribed  to -the  prince  of* 
darkness,  they^  dedare  by  their  ac-- 
tions,  that^*  to  reign  is  worth  ambi- 
tion, though  in  Hell."  They,  have, , 
therefore^  torn  off  those  coy  disguises . 
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in  which  sinners  of  past  times  enve- 
loped their  enormities,  and  with  un- 
blushing fronts  have  proclaimed  to  the 
questioning  world,  that  they  "  dare 
**  do  every  thing,  because  they  dare.'* 
Their  contempt  of  reputation,  and  bold 
delSance  of  mankind,  were  soon  dis- 
covered by  a  species  of  writers  that 
are  fellow-labourers  with  those  whom 
1  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this 
letter ;  these  wishing  to  reduce  the 
world  to  an  equality  in  infamy,  as  the 
former  do  to  introduce  equality  of 
misery.  Aware  that  this  marked  ef- 
frontery of  character  shocked  the 
feelings  of  all  beholders  too  much 
to  gain  converts,  they  invented  a  set 
of  phrases  which  softened  its  atrocity, 
and  at  the  same  time  preserved  its 
publicity.  I  know  not  where  this  new 
mode  of  language  originated ;  but  as 
it  consists  in  nothing  but  the  inversion 

and 


23^ 

and  pertfcrsion  of  terms,  it  cannot  be 
eoiisiclered  as  any  great  proof  of  ge- 
nius.    It  has  been  as  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  the  diplomatic  papers,  and 
other  state  fabrications  of  our  Gallic 
neighbours,    as  the  wand  of  mercury 
in    Dryden's  Amphytrion ;     and  has 
actually  either  charmed  the  world  to 
sleep,  or  taught  them  that  '*  black  is 
"not  black,  nor  white  so  t?erj^  white;'* 
so  that,  though  a  sound  more  threat- 
ening than  the  Indian  war-whoop  bel- 
lowed in  their  ears,   they  persisted  in 
calling  it  the  peaceful  lullaby  of  their 
innocent  rocker.    John  Bull's  natural 
aversion    to    Mounseer's    cradle    has 
hitherto  prevented  him   from   being 
completely  swaddled  ;    but  his  dispo- 
sition to  believe  that  people  afe  what 
they  call  themselves,  makes  him  run 
some    danger  of  being   duped   by  a 
niisconception  of  the  words  patriot, 

honour, 
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honour,  and  independence.  The  prin- 
ciples of  John's   wife  have  been  at- 
tacked in  a  stronger  manner  by  those 
liberal  apologists  for  vice  and  foil}', 
who,  setting  out  perhaps  >vith  a  mis- 
application of  a  scripture  text  in  praise 
of  mercy,  or  enjoining  charity  to  re- 
pentant sinners,    soon  proceeded   to 
infuse  into  the  unwary  mind  a  charity 
that  is  nd  scriptural^  by  apoIogi:;ing 
for  sinners  who  do  not  repent^  nay,  who 
glory   in   their  crimes.     Hence  the 
unreflecting,  but  well-meaning  reader, 
who  possesses  much  candour  and  little 
information,  is  led  to  believe  that  the 
perjured    adultress,    from   >vhom    she 
shrunk  with  abhorrence,  may  be  a  most 
mmiabkj  elegant^  iriterestii?g  creature, 
^vith  only  owe  failing,  a  too  susceptible 
lieart ;    but  then  that  heart   was   so 
T)enevolent,  so  condescending  to  the 
wishes  of  others,  or  perhaps  so  sincere. 
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so    incapable  of  disguising    its    owtr 
emotions,   that  it  could  not  sacrifice 
wliat  it  felt  to  be  its  invincible  pro- 
pensities to  the  opinions  of  the  world; 
M^hich,   after  all  {for  nothing  is  cer- 
tain),   are  perhaps   only  founded  oa 
the  dictates  of  prejudice.     Here  the* 
guileless  readers,   whom  I  have  sup- 
posed attending  to  this  n^vL  ethical 
lecture,   will  perhaps  start;;; but  tbey 
are  then  gently  reminded^,  diat  free- 
dom of  thought  is.  tile  imteputabler 
privilege   of  the   inhabitants  of  th^s^ 
country ;  tliat  many  learned  men  (and 
here  a  long  list  of  wellrsounding  names* 
-will  be  introduced,  blending  the  ob. 
scure  with  the  celebrated,  to  sM^ell  the 
pomp    of  evidence,    and   misquoting,* 
without  fear  of  detection),  men  most 
exact  in  moral  conduct,  and  most  cele- 
brated for  social  virtues,  have  doubted: 
whether,    all  things  considered,    the^ 

present 
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present  aspect  of  the  world  might  not 
be  considerably  improved,  by  a  depar* 
tune  from  those  very  rigid  rules  which 
were  built  on  a  too  literal  interpre- 
tation of  the  Jewish  classics  and  early 
Christian  writers*.   A  few  shining  ex- 
amples, such  as  Aspasia,  Sappho,  and 
Ninon    de    TEnclos,     will    then    be 
brought  forward,  to  prove  that  women 
may  be  very  eminent  for  taste  and 
science,  and  continue  to  be  much  re- 
spected, who  have  not  strictly  adhered 
to  the  decorums  prescribed  to  the  sex. 
It    will  then  be  allowed,  that  these 
-severe  tenets  have  expedience  to  re- 
c^ommend  them,   and  therefore  they 
Sire  highly  necessary  for  the  great  body 
of  the  people,   who,  if  the  cords  of 
discipline  were  relaxed,  might  run  into 

*  These  denominatibns  have  been  most  irreve- 
rently applied  to  that  book  which  is  dictated  by 
the  Spirit  of  God, 
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gross  depravity ;  from  which  the  r^- 
linerr>ent  natural  to  cultivated  minds, 
xind  polished  manners,  will  inevitably 
preserve  that  part  of  our  species  which 
might  properly  claim  to  be  exempted  i 
from  law,  as  being  capable  of  giving 
law  to  themselves.  These  well-bred 
authors  will  then  proceed  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  improvements  which 
philosophy  has  introduced  into  arts 
and  sciences  of  late  years,  preparatory 
to  the  bold  assertion  that  morals  area 
science,  ilnd  as  much  capable  of  im- 
provements and  discoveries  as  me- 
chanics, chymistry,  or  astronomy. 
They  will  then  enter  that  metaphy- 
sical maze  in  which  plain  sense  is  sure 
to  be  bewildered,  and  talk  to  you  con- 
cerning the  origin  of  moral  obligation; 
but  whether  you  are  taught  that  it  is 
self-love  which  vibrates  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  extremity  of  social  being, 
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or  whether  you  are  assured  that  cthicb 
originated  from  man's  preposterously 
surrendering  his  natural  rights  inorder 
to  procure  the  doubtful    blessing  of 
«ociety;  in  either  case  the  freedom  of 
map  as  an  agent  is  preserved,  and  his 
right  to  do  wrong,  if  he  judges  that 
wrong  to  be  expedient  to  his  well- 
doing, is  implied.     Some  fcWy  indeed, 
of  these  apostles  of  falshood  have  re- 
adorned  the  old  necessitarian  system, 
and,   by  making  thq  human  race  the 
passive  machines  of  over-ruling  fate, 
liave  contrived  to  transfer  our  crimes 
'either  to  our  nature,   or  to  the  stars  ; 
l)ut  this  scheme  wants  the  gloss  of 
jiovelty. 

The  principles  thus  laid  down,  the 
application  follows.     What  would  be 
highly  criminal  in  the  footman,   and 
the  chamber-maid,  becomes  a  pardon- 
able levity,  when  referred  to  the  actions 
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of  those  whose  rank  in  life  secures  the 
world  from  the  political  consequences 
of  their  indiscretions.  The  oppro- 
brious terms  of  preciseness,  uncharita- 
blenesSy  narrowness  of  sentiment,  and  , 
littleness  of  soul,  will  be  employed  to 
deter  you  from  thinking  unfavourably 
of  those  soft  indiscretions,  which, 
though  they  may  be  somewhat  wrong, 
hurt  nobody  else,  and  are  accompanied 
by  all  the  amiable  virtues,  and  all  the 
alluring  graces.  Perhaps,  iadeed^ 
these  apologists  of  licentiousness  may 
proceed  so  far  as  to  affirm,  that  it  \% 
not  vice,  but  virtue,  to  obey  the 
dictates  of  nature,  and  that  the  con» 
scious  mind  is  its  own  awful  world. 
This,  with  an  observation  that  no  cha- 
racters are  faultless,  that  we  must  take 
people  as  we  find  them,  that  many 
mean  very  well  who  act  a  little  in- 
discreetly, and  that  chastity  is  apt  to 
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be  scandalous  and  religion  morose^ 
includes,  I  think,  most  of  the  argu* 
nients  which  these  seductive  advocates 
of  candour  employ,  to  mislead  inno- 
cence and  excuse  guilt 

The  ramifications  of  this  pseudo- 
liberality    extend    very   far.      They 
branch  from  that  pernicious  system 
v€  infidelity  which  has    done    such 
BiisclMef  in  the  world ;  and,  though 
t^ofnpelled   to  disguise    its  nefarious 
d^igHs  in  England,  still  labours  with 
tmwearied  but  cautious  diligence  to 
Bap  the  fair  foundation  of  our  national 
fame.     It  is  supposed,  that  there  are 
%mt  few  tainted  characters  in  England, 
>¥ho  are  not  willing  to  allow  the  po- 
l^itical  expediency  of  religious   insti- 
tutions.    They,  however,  mostly  en- 
graft somewhat  of  papistical  principles 
'^n   deistical  practices,    and   seek   to 
commute  with  the  laws  of  their  conn- 
VOL.  I.    .  M  try^ 
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try)  ty  ^^  occasional  observance  of 
one  of  its  injunctions;  I  mean  atten- 
dance on  public  worship.  I  know  not 
whether  this  solemn  mockery  of  the 
Deity  be  not  more  prejudicial  to  reli- 
gion and  morals  than  if  they  "  stood 
"  forth  all  infidel  qonfest,"  and  verr 
bally  denied  the  authority  which  their 
actions  disclaim.  Certainly,  the  nar 
tional  church  is  exposed  to  much  uor 
deserved  odium  on  account  of  the 
scandalous  lives  of  these  political  con- 
formists, who  cannot  be  justly  ranked 
among  her  mepibers.  I  have  often 
heard  it  remarked,  that  the  eyes  of 
the  congregation  are  naturally  di- 
rected, during  the  reading  of  the 
commandments,  to  the  conspicuous 
gallery  in  which  some  high-born  vio- 
later  of  these  positive  precepts  lolls 
with  graceful  negligence,  hears  th,e 
divine  vengeance  plainly  pointed  at 
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his  offScnce,  and  perhaps  articulately 
joins  in  the  petition  to  be  preserved 
ftom  the  cherished  sin  that  he  is  de- 
termined to  hug  in  his  bosom.    The 
effect   of  such    mockery  upon    the 
minds  of  a  large  assembly,    inferior 
in  station  and   education,    probably 
also  in  ability,   must  infinitely  over- 
balance all  the  good  which  could  be 
derived  from  the  most  impressive  dis* 
course  that  Christian  zeal  and  Chris- 
tian knowledge  ever  delivered  from  a 
pulpit.      Nothing,  indeed,   but  that 
supernatural  grace  which  the  Almighty 
has  promised  to  those  who  ask  it  of 
him,  can  protect  all  who  witness  such 
hypocritical  effrontery  from  feeling 
their  faith  and  hope  affected  by  its 
contaminating  influence. 

It  is,  indeed,  much  to  be  wished, 
that  the  church  of  England  would 
again  exert  its  inert,  but  not  rescinded 
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authority,  and  banish  notorfpw  pro*  ■' 
fligates  from  the  house  of  God,  while 
^hey  continue  to  glory  in  their sliamc 
It  would  be  well  too  (I  niean  pm- 
dentially  well)  if  tl^ese  \iold  defieraof 
public  opinion  would  recollect,  that 
the  populace,  whose  suffrages  they 
court  on  other  occasions,  cannot  be  so 
very  despicable,  as  to  be  unwortliy  of 
being  even  treated  with  the  decencies 
of  outward  observance.  It  would  be 
fruitless  to  tell  the  arrogant  infidel,  or 
lofty  debauchee,  that  the  souls  of 
those  whom  he  puts  in  jeopardy  by 
thus  triumphantly  displaying  his  im- 
penetrable vices,  will  rise  with  him  at 
the  last  day,  equal  in  rank,  equal  ia 
duration  of  existence,  and  wHl  accuse 
him  at  the  judgment-seat  of  an  impar- 
tial God^  for  having  acted  the  part  o£ 
the  arch- apostate,  by  betraying  thos^ 
who  rashly  confided  in  his  superior 

intel-^ 


245 

intcllrgcnce  and  more  enlarged  infor* 
mation.     To  those   who  are  armed 
with  tliat  shield  of  h*centiou&  derisioa 
which  i«  on?y  vuhierable  in  the  day^ 
of  sickness  or  calamity,  I  must  only 
jkddress  temporal  dissuasivesv    I  must 
^ew  them  that  it  is  indiscreet^  and 
nadly   adventurous,    to  thrust  their 
crimes  upon  the  observation  of  those 
who^    however  ignorant  or  misjudg- 
ing, perfectly  understand  the  equaliz- 
ing nature  of  ignominy.     The  gros- 
ser vices  receive  no  exaltation  from 
being  clad  in  ermine ;  their  nature  is 
10  very  brutal,  that  their  combination 
vhh  education,  rank,  splendour,  and 
affluence,    cannot  diminish  their  hir- 
deous  aspect,  or  lessen  the  Gontcmi>t 
of  those  who  know  that  it  would  be 
very  easy  to  rise  to  such  "a  bad  emi^' 
**nence."    The  dutchess  who  has  vi- 
olated her  marriage  path,   who  is  dis- 
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carded  by  her  husband,  and  marrie 
to  her  gallant,  is  but  the  same  de- 
graded creature  as  the  porter's  wiffe 
who  is  transferred  at  Sniithfield  to  a 
new  purchaser.  The  reproachful  epi- 
thets that  we  bestow  upon  the  vulgar 
sinner,  are  by  her  scornfully  rebanded 
to  her  dignified  copartner  in  guilt; 
and  let  not  the  offender,  who  haa  only 
birth  and  wealth  to  boast,  flatter  her- 
self that  the  world  in  general  thinks; 
those  distinctions  sacred.  Publip 
opinion  is  not  yet  so  illuminized  as  tbe 
car-tickling  flatterers  of  greatness  rc- 
presentj  and  if  they  value  their  pos- 
sessions more  than  they  do  their  vices, 
they. must  rejoice,  that  "many  thou- 
"  sand  knees  in  ^  Britain  'have  never 
**  yet  bowed  to  the  false  gods  "  of  so- 
phisticated morality.  The  virtues  of 
probity  and  chastity  are  closely  al- 
lied ;  and  prescription  will  be  found  to 
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be  but  3  feeble  support,  where  the  so-' 
llid  pillars  of  affection  and  respect  are 
undermined.     But  to  return  from,  I 
hope,  an  improbable  contingency,  ta 
what -really  happens:  though  the  op- 
probrious epithets  whieh  the  adulteress^ 
merits  may  not  reach  her  own  ears, 
they  echo  through  a  space   propor- 
tioned  to  the  circle  which  she  was 
originally  intended  to  enKghten  and 
inform.    She  is  there  estimated,  not 
l)y  those   arbitrary  rules   which  her 
own  depraved  associates  decree  shall 
supersede  common  sense  and  moral 
obligation,     but    by    the    pjinciplea^ 
which,  when  she  lies,  upon  her  death- 
bed, she  will  own  are  the  unswerving 
dictates  of  rectitude  and  truth.      At 
the  bar  of  public  opinion,   the  titled 
courtezan  rieceives  little  mercy.  Every 
plea  which  might  be  urged  in  favour 
of  the  poor  night-wanderer,  who  of-. 
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fends  for  bread,  turns  into  an  aggra- 
Tatiou  of  the  guilt  of  her  who  courted 
temptation.  Th^  friendless  outcast/ 
whom  no  one  acknowledges,  sins, 
deeply  sins  agaiust  her  own  soulj  but 
she  who  was  hedged  in  from  ruin 
by  fortune,  fame,  ^nd  family,  in* 
volves  a  host  of  distinguished  con-^ 
nexions  in  her  disgrace,  and  stamps  a 
stigma  of  opprobrium  on  every  part  of 
#hex  (perhaps  till  then  unsullied)  li*^ 
n^age.  The  pennyless  prostitute  is 
precluded  from  repentance ;  for  will 
any  one  afford  her  an  asylum,  to  try 
jf  that  repentance  be  sincere?  Tlie 
prostitute  of  high  life  has  only  to  stop 
in  her  shameless  course,  and  to  retreat 
to  that  retirement  which  is  ever  ready 
to  shelter  her  disgrace  and  confirm  her 
contrition.  The  former  was  most 
likely  the  child  of  ignorance,  who 
knew  little  of  good  or  evil  till  experi- 
ence 
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fiiee  taught  her  a  severe  lesson,  hy 
trhich  she  became  wise  too  late.  Her 
passions  were  probably  unrestrained  by 
discipline  or  precept,  and  some  se- 
duced spread  a  snare  for  her  personal 
chastity,  before  reflection  and  obser^' 
?atioii  taught  her  its  value.  I  fear  I 
shall  say  too  much,  if  I  suppose  that 
the  noble  wanton  has  been  early  train* 
cd  i»  the  principles  of  truth  and  holi* 
less;  but  we  must  allow  that  she  ha» 
been  taught  the  necessity  of  restrain- 
ing her  passions,  accustomed  to  re- 
spect the  opinion  of  the  world,  and  to 
regard  those  decorums  in  her  euizvard 
manners  which  awe  the  licentious.  If 
ahe  were  a  wife  (and  I  grieve  to  say 
(hat  in  high  life  the  majar  part  of  loat 
characters  belong  to*  the  matronly  or- 
der,) the  libertine  was  deterred  from- 
**  assaying  by  bia  devilish  art  to  reach 
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*^  the  orgailB  of  her.  fancy/'  by  time 
apprehension  of  those  large  fines  by 
which  the  law:  has  lately  attempted  to 
deter  adulterers^  holding  out  the  cer- 
tain prospect  of  long  imprisonment, 
or  banishment  from  their  native 
country,  to  that  tribe  of  led  captainSi 
and  **  second  brothers  to  men  of  qua- 
lity," who  are  most  apt  to  arrange 
themselves  in  the  ranks  of  cecisbeos 
and  gallants.  But  whether  the  lady 
be  wife  or  spinster,  she  was  equally 
defended  by  those  laws  of  honour 
which  compel  the  fashionable  rake  to 
be  an  expert  swordsman  before  he 
aspires  to  be  a  seducer  ;  and  few  of 
our  gay  Lotharios  would  choose  to 
run  the  gauntlet  with  husbands^  fa- 
thers, and  brothers,  unless  pre-as- 
sured  that  the  guardians  of  their  Ca- 
iista's  honour,  "  fierceness  and  pride,. 
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**  would  ^oon  be  charmed  to  rest,'* 
and  the  yielding  fair  be  content  to 
give  up  all  for  them. 
.   Such  are  the  inferences  which  com- 
xtion  sense  always  draws  from  a  story 
of  criminal  intrigue;  and  however  the 
eloquence  of  the  bar  may  seek  to  dif 
^ert  indignation,  and  ingeniously  pal- 
liate the  frail  fair  one's  guilt,    by  re- 
presenting her  as  the  victim  of  her  gal- 
lant's unremitting  assiduity,  or  as  be- 
ing so  supereminently  endowed  with 
taste,    eloquence,    and   beauty,    that 
all  who  beheld  her  must  love ;    this 
rigid   censor,    inflexible  as  a  British 
judge  on  the  bench  of  justice,  adheres 
to  the. honest  bluntness  of  her  original 
conclusion  :     taste,    eloqiience,     and 
beauty,  are  too  common  adjuncts  of 
polished  society  to  disarm  her  severity; 
and  she  determines  that  there  must  be 
a  great  degree  of  criminal  levity  in  the 
conduct  of  a  woman  of  rank  and  for- 
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ftitre,  before  any  man,  especially  a 
mere  opera  lounger,  or  genteel  de- 
pendant on  the  family,  could  dare  to 
assail  her  with  a  criminal  proposition. 
Herc^  therefore,  the  term  seduction 
must  be  misapplied,  except  when  the 
criminality,  or  studied  negligence  of 
the  husband,  has  made  him  the  active 
agent  of  his  own  disgrace.  In  thi» 
casCy  common  sense  may  feel  inclined 
to  extenaate  the  lady's  offences ;  but 
it  will  only  be  by  lamenting  that  the 
manners  of  the  age  have  an  alarming 
tendency  to  promote  conjugal  infide* 
Kty,  by  sanctioning  conjugal  indiffer-' 
ence;  but  she  wilP  still  insist,  thafi 
though  a  libertine,  or  contemptuous 
husbandy  must  make  his  wife  misera-* 
ble,  it  is  her  own  indiscretion  that 
makes  her  criminal.  An  agreeable  in- 
sinuating young  man*  is  too  dange- 

« 
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Tom  a  companion  for  a  resentful  of- 
fended woman,  to  be  admitted  to  con-' 
fidence  aivd  intimacyr  If  her  sorrows 
are  too  poignant  to  be  confined  to  her 
own  bosom,  let  her  find  z  female  friend 
with  whom  she  may  more  safely  re- 
pose them.  If  the  solitude  of  home 
be  insupportable,  connexions  may  be 
formed,  and  amusements  sought^ 
which  cannot  endanger  her  fame,  her 
▼irtue,  or  her  peace.  It  is  the  mad- 
ness of  despair  to  rnsh  into  the  arm9 
of  ruin,  because  she  has  drawn  a  blank 
in  the  lottery  of  connubial  happiness. 
Let  a  lady  shew,  by  her  conduct,  that 
vthough  her  Mcdded  protector  des6rt* 
hii  charge,  she  still  respect^  herself  j 
and  she  will  excite  those  sentiments' 
of  esteem,  and  chastised  admiration, 
which  suit  the  hallowed  and  indelibl-e 
character  that  she  has  assumed  j  nor 
will  she  be  often  called  upon  to  repress' 
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the  insulting  attentions  of  presiUDpF-^. 
tuous  auelac'ity. 

But|  beside  these  prudential  re^ 
straintSy  which  the  free  censures  of  a 
really  enlightened  age  should  impose 
on  that  elevated  station  whose  actions 
are  most  conspicuous,  the  democrati- 
cal  turn  which  public  opinion  has 
lately  taken,  offers  still  more  imperi- 
ously momentous  considerations  to 
check  the  rash  career  of  open  profli- 
gacy. The  melancholy  fall  of  birth 
and  grandeur  in  a  neighbouring  king- 
dom, may  convince  those  who  possess 
such  distinctions  in  our  own,  that  nei- 
ther law,  justice,  nor  power,  can  pre- 
serve their  present  superiority,  if  the 
v^ice  of  popular  frenzy  decree  their 
overthrow.  With  whatever  severity 
we  may  justly  reprobate  the  mischie- 
Tous  doctrines  which  impose  on  the 
commonalty,  and  persuade   them  to 
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imagine  that  the  suppression  of  rank 
and  opulence  would  contribute  to 
their  own  exaltation,  or  even  advan- 
tage, I  must  execrate  the  unblushing 
vices  of  those  conspicuous  sinners,  who 
court  pubUcity,  and  defy  reproach; 
for  they  are  a  still  surer  engine  of  de- 
struction to  overwhelm  our  well-poised 
state.  If  our  nobility  and  gentry  are 
swept  away  from  remembrance,  their 
ruin  must  be  accelerated  by  an  act  of 
self-murder ;  I  should  rather  say,  by 
fratricide.  In  proof  of  what  I  have 
alleged,  that  the  lower  orders  per- 
fectly understand  that  vice  puts  all 
upon  a  level,  I  appeal  to  the  tumul- 
tuary applause  which  has  crowned  that 
scene  in  the  play  of  John  Bull,  where 
tlie  brazier  seizes  the  clviir  lately  oc- 
cupied by  the  justice,  on  the  latter 
refusing  to  receive  the  frail  daughter 
of  the  mechanic  M'ith  open  arms  into 
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his  family,  as  a  suitaWe  wife  for  fiiV  li- 
bertine heir.  Have  not  the  boxes  learn- 
ed, during  the  almost  innumerable  re- 
presentations of  this  popular  piece, 
that  when  they  echo  the  laugh  of  the 
galleries,  they  virtually  degrade  their 
own  order  ? 

ThrSy  though  a  striking,  rs  only  6t€ 
instance  of  the  reigning  humour  of 
the  times.  To  represent  the  higher 
ranks  as  mean,  absurd,  vicious, 'mer- 
cenary, or  tyrannical,  seems  a  sure 
road  to  reputation  among  our  drama- 
tists; and  the  higher  they  have  co- 
loured the  caricature,  the  more  ample 
has  been  their  success.  Perhaps  the 
passion  for  German  imitation,  which 
lately  gave  law  to  our  stage,  may  have 
hurried  our  play-wrigftts  into  the  ad- 
option of  a  defamatory  libel  on  great- 
ness, without  fully  discerning  its  mis- 
chievous tendency*    It  is  certain,  that 
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sary  appendages  to  the  votaries  of  va- 
nity, without  whose  assistance  every 
attempt  to  propitiate  the  idol  they 
adore,  or  to  outshine  a  rival,  would  be 
impossible.  The  aspect  of  a  decora* 
tion  painter,  when  he  sets  out  an 
Sjpartment  in  a  styte  of  elegance,  is  so 
very  engaging,  that  if  the  obligations 
which  are  due  to  him  were  but  height* 
«ned  by  passing  through  the  alembic 
9f  German  sentiment,,  they  might  be- 
come native  alcohol;  and  no  longer 
loading  the  feeble  shoulders  of  the  old 
beldame  Jushce,  they  would  even  in- 
■crease  the  speed  of  Charles  Surface's 
admired  equestrian  nymph  Generosity. 
By  perusing  the  items  which  form  the 
debts  of  a  genteel  bankrupt,  we  might 
discover  what  portion  should  be  as- 
signed to  honour,  and  what  to  hones- 
ty. I  hope  no  well-bred  person  will 
deny^  that  expensive  foiiiiture^  ele- 
gant 
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duties.  He  depictured  the  unlettered 
vulgar  too  in  their  genuine  colour,  and 
with  "  a  master's  hand  and  prophet's 
*'  fire."  Two  hundred  years  have  not 
effaced  the  resemblance,  notwkhstand* 
ing  the  change  of  manners  and  opi- 
nions which  luxury  and  opulence  have: 
introduced.  Many  a  valiant  Talbot 
ajid  open-hearted  Hotspur  still  support 
the  honour  of  their  country  in  the 
tented  field;  and  the  latter  seems  in- 
deed again  *'  the  glass  wherein  our 
V  noble  youth  do  dress  themselves*'* 
Many  a  pious  Cordelia  still  ministers, 
in  privacy,  to  the  sorrows  of  a  petu- 
lant unhappy  father;  and  many  a 
faithful  Imogen  pursues  the  steps  of 
her  truant  lord,  anxious  to  recover  his 
affections,  even  at  the  expense  pf  life 
and  fortune.  Be  it  remembered  too, 
that  many  a  ferocious  Cade,  and 
wrong-headed    Bevis^     panting    for 
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change,  yet  ignorant  of  what  change 
must  produce,  are  watching  and  mag- 
nifying the  crimes  of  a  faithless  Mar- 
garet, and  intriguing  Eleanor*.  But 
to  return. 

Next  to  that  hase  abdication  of  her 
own  importance,  which  the  aban- 
doned woman  of  rank  tacitly  ratifies 
whenever  she  permits  the  world  to 
bruit  her  shame,  the  increasing  faci- 
lity with  which  ladies  of  lost  charac- 
ter are  re-admitted  to  the  once  select 
and  decorous  circle  of  refined  society, 
becomes  a  subject  of  alarm  to  consi- 
derate minds,  intent  on  the  preserva- 
tion of  evefy  barrier  to  female  inno- 


.  *  Sec  Henry  VI,  part  2.  The  characters  of 
these  princesses  are  here  spoken  of  in  their  poe- 
tical dress,  not  as  they  are  preserved  in  the  unpre- 
jtidiced  page  of  history,  which  docs  justice  to  the 
heroical  constancy  and  conjugal  affection  of  the 
magnanimous  consort  of  "  Holy  Henry." 

cence* 


260 

« 

cetice.  The  maxims  wliicti  iiTdacc^ 
our  ancestors  to  determine,  that  even 
if  we  '*  deplored  our  loss  with  tears^ 
**  one.  false  step  for  ever  damned  the. 
•*  fame  "  of  women,  though  apparently 
severe,  w,ere  in  reality  merciful.  Thi* 
degradation  might,  ilideed,  harden  a 
few  reprobates  in  vice,  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  hypocrites ;  but 
it  sent  many  a  real  penitent  to  that 
retirement  which  true  repentance 
loves^  and  it  preserved  thousands  of 
thoughtless  impassioned  victims  from 
the  allurements  of  guilty  pleasure,  by 
the  consciousness  that  they  could  not 
endure  a  life  of  reproach.  Whatever 
encouragement  mercy  and  charity  may 
hold  out  to  a  backsliding  sister  deter- 
mined to  renounce  the  evil  of  her 
ways,  let  not  her  who  hesitates  be  ex- 
cited to  offend,  by  stripping  vice  ei- 
ther of  its  punishments  or  its  horrors. 

Let 
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Let  the  young  and  unexperienced  ever 
think,  that  if  they  pass  the  bourne  of 
chastity,  society  will  disclaim  them, 
and  to  return  to  it  will  be  impracticch' 
blc     If  they  venture  on  the  guilty 
^eed  with  the  forethought  encourage- 
menty  that  they  shall   soon   emerge 
from  their  night  of  shame,  their  sin  is 
dreadfully  aggravated.     Our  best  di- 
vines maintain,  that  \frhatever  hope 
.the  heavenly  promise  of  forgiveness 
affords  to  true,  contrition,  it  is  most 
desperate  wickedness    to  transgress 
**  that  grace   may   abound."    If,    in 
that  storm  of  passions  which  attends 
^  strong  temptation,    reason  can  he 
beard  to  plead  that  it  will  be  but  a 
"temporary  disgrace,  she  has  leisure  to 
■SLSsert  her  natural  superiority,  and  by 
betraying  her  trust,  becomes  the  ally, 
instead  of  the  curb,  of  incontinence* 
We  will  suppose  (which  I  fear  is  far 

from 
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from  being  the  case)  that  the  principles 
of  matronly  ladies  are  so  fixed,  that 
they  run  no  danger  of  contamination 
by  frequently  hearing  the  soft  glosses 
which  conscious  offenders  must  cast 
over  the  crimes  of  which  they  have 
been  publicly' convicted ;  yet  let  us 
compassionate  the  tender  bloom  of 
virgin  innocence,  and  save  the  youth- 
ful part  of  our  sex  from  the  pestilen- 
tial blast  of  infectious  sophistry.  We 
will  suppose  that  a  young  lady  has 
been  not  only  innocently,  but  wisely 
educated;  taught  to  esteem  virtue, 
and  to  shrink  with  abhorrence  from 
audacious  vice;  accustomed  only  to 
contemplate  respectable  characters, 
and  full  of  those  ideas  of  worth  and 
honour  which  are  generally  associated 
in  an  ingenuous  inexperienced  mind. 
She  steps  from  the  school -room  to  the 
crowded   rout,    and    beholds  a  lady 

splendid 
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splendid  in  her  appearance,  most  faa<- 
cinating  in  her  manner,    to   whom 
every  one  pays  obsequious  court;  the 
"beaux  crowd  around  her  to  catch  her 
smiles  and  hear  her  whispers,  and  the 
belles  shew  their  admiration  by  wear- 
ing her  uniform.     The  unsuspecting 
tyro  in  the  subtle  game  of  life  steps 
forward  to  inquire  the  name  of  this 
supposed   paragon  of  the   day,    this 
Arria,  this  Cornelia,  in  whose  hallow- 
ed form  she  fancies  the  domestic  vir- 
tues are  worshipped;   and  sh«  hears 
with  horror  and  astonishment  that  it 
is  one  who  has  been  branded  in  the 
public  prints,  degraded  by  the  clear 
evidence  of  impartial  justice,  exposed 
by  obscene  caricatures,  and  ridiculed 
by  the    lowest   witticisms ;     in  fine, 
that  she  is  a  creature  whom  no  one 
can  defamCj  and  M^hom  any  one  may 
abuse  with  impunity.     She  turns  away 

shudder- 


164 

shuddering  with  disgdst,  and  p6rha{)S 
listens  to  the  bon-mots  of  a  faded 
courtezan,  whose  early  days  passed  in 
the  low  haunts  of  vulgar  Ucentiou»- 

ness,  but  who,  in  the  wane  of  life,  has 

• 

persuaded  her  uxorious  keeper  to  give 
her  the  name  of  his  wife ;  not  thatsbe 
liiay  repent  of  her  former  errors,  nor 
yet  to  secure  her  such  a  competence 
that  '^  lack  of  means  enforce  her  not 
**  to  evil;"  but  for  the  aVowed  pur- 
pose of  introducing  her  into  comp;^ 
high  at  least  in  rank,  though  low  in  — 
ideas  of  decorum;  and  who  must  pre- 
pare themselves  for  lier  reception- 
cither  by  copious  draughts  of  Lethe, 
or  strong  doses  of  candid  sentiment. 
As  I  may  suppose,  my  fair  novice  pos- 
sesses too  much  good  sense  to  call  such 
time-serving  adulation  compassion,  or 
such  egregious  folly  generous  love, 
what  must  be  her  oninibn  of  the  wo- 
men 
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men  ivbp  thus  boldly  take  the  lead 
where  they  should  not  bo  much  as 
Irish  to  appeiar,  and  of  the  society  who 
^^er^  nay  court  the  intrusion  ?  Will 
she  not,  on  comparing  the  world  of 
manners  and  the  world  of  books,  ejc- 
claim,  like  the  Roman  patriot,  ^^  O 
M  virtue!  have  I  worshipped  thee  as 
^^  a  substantial  good,  and  alt  thou  but 
**  9n  empty  name!'* 

It  is  pleaded,  that  society  owes  so 
many  pleasures  to  agreeable  talents 
and  polished  manners,  that  those  who 
possess  these  passports  should  b^  al* 
lowed  to  go  every  where  without  be- 
ing subjected  to  a  rigorous  examina- 
tipn.  This  is  to  wedcen  the  basis 
of  social  intercourse,  and  to  over- 
load the  superstructure ;  to  endanger 
all  the  sacrgd  "  charities  of  father, 
"  son,  and  brother,"  that  we  may  re- 
turn from  the  fatiguing  crowd  of  routs 

VOL.  I.  N  and 


266 

aind  a$seni1)Iies^  amused  by  a  itv 
sprightly  sayings,  oi:  soothed  by  ihc 
smoothness  of.  polite^  ^tteutions.  b 
not  this  folly  similar  to  that  of  swalr 
lowing  poison,  because  it  t>as  been  dis- 
solved in  a  weU-flavourpd  menstruum? 
But,  after,  allj  are  we  certain  that  we 
make  this  dreadful  sacrifice  to  real 
wit  and  true  elegance;  or  has  fashion 
flayed  the  cheat  here,  as  she  has  done 
in  various  instances,  and  dressed  up  ^ 
fals^  Florimd  of  her  own  creation  to 
impose  upen  her  short-sighted  v6ta-^ 
ries?  I  know  too  little  of  the  walks  ia 
which  these  phenomena  move  to  de- 
termine this  important  inquiry.  I 
can  only  speak  by  hear-say  evidenc*, 
and  must  confess.th^t,  had  I  n^tbteen 
assured  to  the  contrary,  I  sboipld  have 
referred  what  has  been  repeated  tp  ntte 
as  the  pure  Attic  wit  of  these  English 
Ninons^  to  the  inspi«ratiori  of  etfeams 
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efti  simple  than  thd  t^ertan;  wfiile 
be  manners  and  attitudes  which  the 
trraptured  describer  spoke  of  as  co* 
Atd  froita  the  graces,  sieemed  to  me 
be  sign-post  daub  of  effrontery,  or 
he  hasty  sketch  of  capricious  affec'* 
tttioiB.  If  we  take  our  ideas  of  wit 
tofm  Cowley's  admirable  definition, 
t  seems  impossible  that  any  trace  of 
t  should  Remain  in  the  mind  of  a  wo«* 
niA  vAno  has  so  long  renounced  the 
KsttnguishTt^g  characteristic  of  her 
reie,'  that  she  can  scarcely  know  how 
»  ape  tts'  language,  or  to  guess  what 
i^ete  its  pure  ideas.  And  if  we  sup-* 
;>ose  Milton  correct  in  his  notions  of 
elegaxiee,  what  resemblance  can  the 
impenitent  wanton  bear  to  his  picture 
of  our  general  mother  in  her  state  of 
innocence  ? 

^  Grace  was  in  all  her  stept^  heaven  in  her  eye, 
''  ItL  every  gesture  dignity  and  love." 

N  S  My 
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My  limited  knowledge  of  high  life 
makes  me  suspect,  that  the  blind  in- 
fatuation of  the  worshipper  often *a»- 
cribes  such  piquancy  to  the  manners 
and  expressions  of  the  idol,  as  could 
not  possibly  be  tolerated  in  a  well-bried 
x:ircle;  and  therefore  that  these  ve* 
neered  ladies  are  not  quite  so  impudent 
and   overwhelming  as  they  are  de- 
scribed to  be ;  yet  I  must  insist,  that- 
when  the  mind  is  deeply  contaminateAT 
it  will  speak  through  its  bodily  organs^ 
in  spite  of  the  most  guarded  cautio&i^ 
The  eye  will  converse  in  a  languag 
unknown  to  the  timid  glances  of 
desty;  the  turns  of  the  countenance 
will  betray  secrets  to  which  delicacy 
is  a  stranger ;  and  decorum  will  be 
violated   by  a  tliousand  minutiae  to 
which  even  the  practised  actress  has 
wanted  skill  to  attend.     But  the  dan- 
ger  does  not  rest  here:  simplicity  may 

unwarily 
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4Uid  Sttimner  exeursions,  leeve?  ti# 
4^eiiing.  By  learniD^  the  pursuits, 
resources^  and  difficiilt^  of  clasaqs 
aiot  remotely «ej>ara4:ed  from  their  owb, 
they  would  imbibe  a  strong  attach- 
«aeirt  to  the  obligation^of  justice,  and 
4ii^cmkl  correct  that  craminal  thoygh^ 
.lessneas  which  imf>eckA -t^e  futSlmei^ 
^f  the  dfvine  preetipt,  '*  Whatsoever 
"yfc  would  that  ©tilers  ish(!>»W  doft> 
:**  you,  -do  yie  even  so  tp  theai. "  '%k(eiif 
^oujd'see  ;(and  fiurdlyTto  'see  is^tioad- 
tmirej)  that  blunt  iirt^lUgenee  which 
forms  a  predominant  featuve  in  theitruc 
£nglisbman;  They  would  obse'rViei 
'boldness  of  remark,  oniginalitybfide^, 
4ifid  all  those  ,peculi€(rtriti|s  of  cliarao^ 
Iter  which  courtly  rjefin^mcnt  tnells 
•into  one  >niass.  A  morning  *pent  .m 
unmeaning -ehoppiog,  would  thenraf- 
*ford  less  retrospective  pleasture  to  in- 
dokint  beauty ;  and  thcforeseeiikpeiii^ 

Q  3  plexities 
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of  our  6€x  has  determined^  that  tni$ 
peoJtencewUInot  wbli  to  ^x^eed  tboae 
bounds^  or  to  mix  19  tbe  crowded 
haunts  of  public  lif€»  Nor  iet  a  de* 
cidiou  be  censured  for  severity^  whuM 
h  really  the  dictate  of  mercy^  aaae-* 
tioned  by  a  thorough  knoivledgc  oT 
tliie  human  heart,  and  fcoceediDg^froitt 
lively  sympathy  for  those  irho,  liKNigll 
fi9  longer  i(ff£ndhig^  ciHitiDue  tie  !» 
unfortunate.  When  the. soul  is  reiAj 
awakened  by  the  sense  of  its  own  Ink^ 
slidii^gs,  whcii  it  feels  the  refirocifs  of 
conscience  and  the  shame  of  contrition, 
it  will  naturally  shrink  from  returning 
to  those  scenes  which  it  k^iiows  ars 
dangerous  to  reputation  and  peace. 
Convinced  of  her  own  weakness,  afraid 
to  trust  her  scarcely  confirmed  resola* 
tion$,  and  concluding  by  the  publicity 
of  her  story,  that  all  who  see.  her  will 

look 
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iDok  Upon  her  cither  with  contempt, 
reproach,  or  pity,  the  true  Magdalen 
Irishes  alike  to  avoid  the  hazard  of 
fatlling  into  ne^r  transgressions,  and 
the  contumely  attending  the  past. 
She  is  deafer  than  the  adder  to  the 
syren  strains  of  adulation ;  i^he  knows 
too  ii:ell  the  '^Hlt  that  spring  from 
^^  beauty  ;*'  sfUendour  his  lost  its  at* 
tractions;  she  cannot  derive  amuse* 
ment  from  crowds,  because  she  canr 
ao  longer  mingle  in  them  without 
feeling  a  sense  of  degradation.  She 
copsiders  too,  that  if  she  should  again 
aspire  to  fashionable  celebrity,  her's 
would  be  an  uphill  painful  task;  every 
iye  M'ould  be  fixed  upon  her  conduct; 
every  tongue  inclined  to  question  the 
sincerity  of  her  professions;  what 
would  be  thought  mere  vivacity  iu 
unsuspected  innocence,  would  in  her 
he  levity;  and  marked  reserve  would 

^4  be 


Sf78 

b^  construed  into  a  prudish  vizari 
thrown  over  the  worst  designs.  Her 
whispers  would  be  supposeAto  convey 
assignations,  -  her  reproofs^  would  be 
called  the  splenetic  dictates  of  jealousy. 
Besides^  can  she  that  has  so  weighty  a 
task  ta  perform  afford  to  trifle  away 
the  important  houm.'^  Turn  thcc, 
backsliding  daughter,  turn  to  the  cobl 
sequestered  vale  of  life,  and  thy  trou- 
bled day  may  yet  have  a  peaceful 
elose«.  Rational,  amusement,  reno- 
vated esteem,  friendship,  content- 
Hient^  tranquillity,  and  religious  hope, 
may  still  be  all  thine  own. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  the  harsh  decree 
of  outrageous  virtue,  but  the  mild 
counsels  of  kindness  and  sympathy^ 
that  determine  the  preservation  of  those^ 
distinctions  which  custom  has  long 
preserved  between  unsuspected  and 
forfeited  characters.    And  if  those^ 

in 
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in  whose  favour  these  barriers  might 
be  broken  down  with  safety,  are  toc^ 
well  convinced  of  their  expedience  to 
require  their  abolition,  let  us  deter^ 
mine  to  defend  the  privileges  of  inno- 
cenceirom  the  pertinacious  attacks  of 
frmpudeiice .  and  hardened  depravity. 
The  increasing  facility  of  intercourse 
between  the  most  profligate  and  the 
most  irreproachable  women,  which  is 
a  marked  and  peculiar  feature  of  these 
times,  threatens  more  than  our  man- 
Bers.  The  transition  is  very  easy,  and 
generally  very  rapid,  from  unrestrain- 
ed freedom  of  behaviour,  to  unrestrain- 
ed freedom  of  conduct ;  and  especially 
when  the  mind  has  not  been  deeply 
tinctured  with  religious  truths,  in 
which  case  the  opinion  of  the  world 
forms  One  of  the  strongest  bnlwarks' 
of  virtue.  Bairishment  from  parties  of 
high  ton>  and  estrangement  from  th^ 

N  5  amuse**- 
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einnseinento  wliicb  every  atie  talks  of, 
iiave  often  intimidated  the  wavering 
fair  one,  and  imposed  4i  guarded  de- 
t>OTum  of  maoner  on  the  determined 
canton.    Let  ut  not  then,  ivheu  the 
cardinal  Tirtiie  of  our  sex  U  assailed 
by  wiuavml  perils,  resign  'One  joT  it^-^ 
most  material  outworles :  we  ha.ve  at». 
encouraging  exam]ple  «et  before  ns^ 
^hich  it  behoves  us  to  copy.     There^ 
is  a  circle,  and  that  theihighest,  wheM^ 
the  cowoicted jaidu\tv€M  dares  not  afao«ir 
lier  audacious  front*    ftf  ay  this  pvohi^ 
bition  be  coeval  with  the  duration  ef 
our  monarchy  ;  and  may  the  eyes  o/ 
a  British  c|ueen  never  be  offended  by 
the  presence  of  such  as  glory  in  vio^ 
lating  those  laws  of  whkk  her  ivorjT 
•ceptre  eonstitutes  her  the  giiardian. 
The  next  circumstance  which  ha» 
an  unfa'Honrable  and  alarming  effect 
«n  female  Virtue  is,  that  itn remitting 

fmrsuit 


frs 

pursuit  of  amusement  so  universal  i« 
the  great  world.  "  Coinmune'wHh  thy 
*^  own  heart  in  thy  chdmher  and  he 
♦•  dtill/'  is  the  precept  of  the  royal 
j>enitent,  who  knew  tod  well  what 
watchful  attention  the  huinah  heart 
requires  in  order  to  subdue  its  propen* 
Bity  to  evil.  Shall  I  injure  the  fair 
fashibnist,  if  I  suggest  that  her  bosom 
inmate  demands  as  frequent  examina* 
tfon,  and  as  constant  controul,  as  that 
of  the  highly  endowed,  though  great- 
ly offending  David?  Little  did  he 
tiiink^  when  be  twice  spared  the  life 
of  his  inexorable  enemy  Saul,  who 
denied  him  a  shelter  even  among  the 
rocks  and  witds  of  his  native  land^  thit 
the  time  would  come^  when^  securely 
sitting  on  the  throne  of  Israel,  he 
ilvbuld  meanly  project  the  murder  of 
the  .faithful  veteran  who  bravely  re^ 
^ed  repose  while  the  enemies  of  his 
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king  remained  unsubdued*     Can  we 
trace  any.  similitude  between  the  self* 
command^g  hera,  who;  Uke  our  own 
Sidney^  OB  the  fatal  plains  of  Zxitphen^ 
fjpfused  to  taste  the  eagerly  desired 
waters  of  the  weU  of  Bethlehem; ,  be-^ 
cause  it,  had  been  purchased  by  th 
jeopardy  of  the  lives  of  three  of  hi 
valiant  captains,  and  the  lustful  ty-^ 
^ant  whose'^  insatiable  appetites  violated^ 
the  honour  of  defenceless  beauty  ?  Yet> 
it  was^  the  same  man  who  acted  i»' 
these  different  characters;  it  was  he 
who  was- alternately,.  a»  supported  or- 
dcserted  by  the  Almighty,  the  shep^ 
herd  conqueror  of  Goliath,  whom  the 
virgins  of  Israel  extolled  in  their  songs, 
and  the  aged  forlorn  fugitive  who  fled' 
from  his  rebellious  offspring.    Modem 
times  are  not  destitute  of  examples  to 
prove,  that  honour  and  prosperity  arc 
alike  unstable ;    nor  can  we  preserve 

cither 
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cither  our  spiritual  or  temporal  affairs 
from  disorder,  but  by  continued  vigi- 
lance.    We  are  now  considering  the 
former;    and  let  me  remind  all  who 
shall  honour  these-  reflections  witb  a 
perusal,  that  the  road  from  the  heights 
of  virtue  to  the  depths  of  vice  does  not 
lead  you  down  a  steep  precipice,  but  a 
gradual  slope.     A  slight  indiscretion^ 
which  scarcely  alarms  the  most  scru* 
pulous  conscience,  if  sufl'ered  to  pass 
without  observation,  prepares  the  mind 
for  a  serious  error ;    error  delivers  it 
over  to  crime;  and  crime,  when  often 
repeated,  petrifies  the  moral  feelings 
into,  insensible  depravity.     The  sen- 
sibilities of  virtue  should  be  cherished 
.with  as  much  care  as  the  sensibilities 
of  temper  should  be  modified ;  and  un- 
.less  we  allow  the  soul  time  to  whisper 
to.  uftL  in  retirement,  we  can    never 
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datch  its  still  soft  voice  amid  the  busy 
turmoil  of  dissfpatioil. 

Were  tlie  Christian  duty  of  self-ex- 
ambatfoii  rigorously  |ierformed,  i 
im  persuaded  the  world  would  exhibit 
a  very  different  appearance,  both  with 
respect  to  sin^  and  to  its  constant 
Associate^  sorrow.  Enfeebled  virtue 
Upould  recover  ks  stability ;  nay^  the 
seducer  himself  would  pause  hi  his 
guilty  career,  and  perceive  **c6nsidera* 
^  tion  come  like  an  angel  to  whip  the 
^*  ofFendifig  Adam  out  of  him/'  and  to 
ffhow  him  the  little  value  of  what  he 
>Meks  to  purchase  at  the  risk  of  eternal 
perdition.  Nor  are  the  uses  of  reflec- 
<ion  and  meditation  confined  to  our 
nooral  conduct,  though  their  exercise 
is  here  most  important.  It  is  by  these 
means  that  the  difficulties  of  science 
«re  conquered,  and  the  refinements  of 

taste 
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taste  ac<}uired.  Tbe  -skilfiil  artiyt  is 
fiM*n[ied  by  this  self-connnuiiion ;  and 
4be  plans  jof  the  stateanan  And  the 
warrior  arc  thus  ripened  into  perfec*- 
ttoB.  Even  that  which  isjcnown  by  the 
iname  of  pleasure  is  more  truly  enjoyed 
by  retrospection  in  the  silence  of  your 
-^wn  apartment,  thaq  when  the^audy 
fcene  actually  passed  ycwr  staring' 
eyes,  and  iihe  confused  bujs  of  sound 
(•l^tated  your  ears.  Such  as.  act  of 
<he  memory  may  be  compared  to  tbe 
4imaiad  faculty  of  rumination ;  we  at 
Ant  swallow  pleasure  in  the  gros^  and 
-mre  toowanxtous  to  devour  much,  to 
-discover  of  what  it  is  -composed ;  but 
^en  re-masticated,  we  discers  ks  pe- 
JCttliar  pungency.  A  load  of  undi- 
gested pleasure  (suffer  me  to  continue 
;the  allusion)  palls  the  satiated  af^e- 
<itt;  a  small  quantity,  taken  after 
|iroper  intervals^  ^e^hikratep  4he  spi«* 

rits^ 
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fits-,  and  infuses  alacrity  into  every 
part.  This  is  especially  true  of  tfae 
pleasures  which  arise  from .  con  versan 
tion.  Refined  wit  and  briillant  sense 
eommunicate  an .  iftws^rd  degree  qf 
satisfaction!  every  time  we  recall  them 
to  our  remembrance.  Genius^  w)ietber 
»we  sedi  her  in  the  walks  of  the  imita- 
tive arts,:  or  in  the  "  nobler  growth^ 
M.thought,?*  does. not  ImHiediatel^ 
^Urher  full  radiance  on  our  eyen; 
^we  must  study  her  splendour  before 
ive  can  ascertain  its  degree  of  bright-^ 
nessi.  Even  elegance  and  beauty, 
rwhen  they  belong  to  the  higher  de»- 
grees  of  excellence,  solicit  97imt</e  at- 
tention, and  refuse  to  unveil  their  cdy 
graces. to  the  careless  gaze;  of  the 
hurried  beholder, 

•  Are  those  then,  may  we  not  asfc, 
-true  voluptuaries,  who  fly  from  plea^ 
«ure.4o  .pleasur^;  eager  to  grasp  al^ 

and 
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tizens,  yet  never  bowed  down  to  ifur 
idols.     It  is  my     hh  tn  prevent  that 

.  M'hich    is    in   itself  dttestablCy    from 

.  being  adopted  as  fashionable ;  being 
aware  that  the  unguarded  are  often 
cheated  out  of  those  principles  by  the 
magic  of  a  name,  which  they  Avould 

•not  sacrifice  to  passion,  or  yield  to 
criminal  importunity. 

Your  lenient  temper  may  pYobably 

.  think  that  I  have  treated  the  mere  fine 
la<ly,  the  pretty  butterfly  of  vanity, 
with  too  much  severity;  butifleoul^ 
awaken  these  triflersfrom  their  dai)gal'-' 
eus  torpor,  surely  severity  would  be 
mercy.  Th^y  are  prot)ably  responsible 
for  many  misemployed  talents^  at  least 
they  are  sporting  with  that  important 
trust,  existence.  While  they  falsely* 
eoncefve  themselves  sent  into  the 
world  to  display  their  beauty,  their 
aeeompji^faments^  and  their  taate;  life 
^  %6  glides^ 


K^^fnistomed  to  tpend  a  bappy  eveul&g 
in  the  enjoyment  of  domestic  tnat 
<(]iiUUty,  M'ould  laugh  to  observe  the 
multittides  wbieb  the  world  of  ^^fMon 
fours  forth  as  «oon  as  the  worUi  of 
^sMiess  koA  retired  to  repose.  i)ii 
you  see  that  incessant  routine  f>f  car* 
riagtt  wbich  nigfitty  pour  tbrough 
the  stneetis  and  squares  at  t}i;e  'vest* 
end  of  the  town,  you  would  at  leasi 
conclude  that  rest  and  domestic  caoi^ 
fort  were  aacrificed  to  i^nie  exquisite 
enjoyment;  and  that  no  one  wduU 
reverse  tbe  order  of  nature  without 
having  some  equivalent  to  balance  tbe 
privations  they  must  endure.  Satis? 
fied  tbst  tli;^  owners  are  going  to  be 
very  happy,  I  suspect  that  your  bu^^ 
mane  disposition  will  lead  you  to  pity 
the  ser^'ai^jts,  and  even  tlie  horses,  who 
musit  be  ei^foseil  for  many  hours  to 
the  iackn^cney  of  tlie  weather ;  but 

could 
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could  you  look  M'ithiB  tls^ae  splendid 
vdbicles,  you  would  confess  that  the 
veal  objeqts  of  pity  were  there*  Laa* 
guid  4^d  spiritless^  the  §ne  lidy  sets 
fujt  upon  her  nightly  round*  more  rer 
lucUipt  than  the  watchooan  does  on  fait 
inonotoQous  task.  •She  loiust  step  m  at 
aH  the  pteees  that  are  marked  in  her 
lusHifig  list ;  but  as  time  pre^stSf  and 
dispatch  is  necessaryi  she  can  only 
just  lo6k  in  and  see  who  is  there 
before  ahe  flies  to  another  quarter. 
iibe  must  go  to  such  a  public  amuse* 
mtnt^  because  it  is  the  first  night  of 
Uk  exhibition  which  every  body  talks 
6f ;  she  can,  however,  do  no  more 
than  inakcher  entry  and  exit,  for  her 
tifloe  is  minuted,  and  a  vast  deal  of 
geii€k*alship  depends,  upoia  the  expe*' 
dit^on  of  her  coachman.  %Ask  tins 
votary  of  fashion,  iviietber  she  liked 
herprecediag^veniugi  andher  account 

will 
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witl  only  add  to  Solomon's  mournfal 
catalogue' of  deceitful  vanities.     Shv 
eamJot  tell  you  what  was  said  or  what 
was  done ;  it  is  ahioost  impossible  foti 
her  to  recollect  whom  she  saw*    There* 
was  the  usual  set  at  one  place^  and*  d 
tery  ¥u)gar*lookiitfg  party  at  another! 
At  a  third  house^  she  heard  some  dfi^ 
testable  music;  and^very  body  aeendecl 
sleepy  and  stupid  at  a  fourth*    $b6 
made  aa  attempt  to  look  in  at  the  dear 
duchess's;  but  the  crowd  was  so  im* 
mense,  that  she  could  proceed  no  fai^ 
ther  than  |he  anti-room ;  in  returning, 
she  heard  the  most  violent  screaming) 
and  her  own  carriage  was  broke  to 
pieces.     On  the  whole^  she  never  was 
so  alarmed  nor  so  weary  in  her  life; 
and  this  morning  she  is  annoyed  by  an 
insufferable   headache,   which  makes 
her  miserable.    Still,  however,  she  has 
not  a  moment  tq  spare ; ;  a  party.  yyaiH 

for 


for  lier  at  Madame  Lanchester's ;  fnom 
thence  she  miist  go  to  the  Bxhibitioir, 
where  she  can  only  run  round   the 
rooms,  as  she  has  six  calls  to  make  in 
her  way  to  the  Park;    from  whence 
she  must  return  in  time  to  dress  for  a 
dining  party;    then   to  the  Opera; 
and  after  that  she  meets  a  few  private 
frieads  at  a  petite  sauper.     Observe, 
inclination  and  pleasure  are  never  as- 
signed as  the  motives  for  these  Her- 
culean labours ;  compulsion  and  neces^ 
4ity  oblige  these  violent  efibrts  r    She 
dislikes  all  that  she  sees/  the  fatigue 
18  insupportable,  she  knows  it  will  kill 
lier;  but  rigid  duty  proscribes  reflec- 
tion and  repose.     To  whom,  you  will 
ask,  does  she  owe  this  duty ;  to  her 
God,  her  King,  or  her  family  ?  No, 
she  owes  it  to  vanity^  who  calls  this  a 
life  of  pleasure*     The  toiling  milli- 
horse  is  not  a  greater  slave,  nor  are 

his 


hts  motions  circiiinscribod  by  inore 
arfaHnnry  itijuncttont.  For  do  not  rap- 
ptee  that  a  certificate  of  your  baring 
drnren  about  town  all  night  is  suffi- 
cient to  acquit  you  of  beings  a  favm- 
drum ;  you  must  prove  that  you  bsve 
been  at  the  very  high  parties^  andex*» 
actly  at  the  genteel  hour.  You  oyay 
naturatly  admire  the  graces  of  the  tra- 
gic and  cfomic  muses ;  but  let  not  the 
names  of  Sicldons  and  Jordan  tempt 
you  to  enter  a  side*box  till  near  the 
etkd  of  the'  third  act ;  and  be  sore  ne* 
ver  to  looli^at  the  stage  till  the  fyrmec 
stabs  herself^  or  the  latter  blindfolds 
Jack  Bannisten  In  shorty  be  conteM 
to  see  what  fashion  requires,  and  do 
not  venture  even  incog,  to  what  was 
only  a  last  yearns  amusement;  Learned 
pigs,  invisible  girls,  and  phantasmago- 
rias, kace  bterif  I  dare  not  venture  to 
pronounce  whatare;  for  only  a  Sybil's 

prescience 
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presicieticc  couUl  enable  ft  coimtrj- 
Vomfta  to  atme  ^*  the  Gyothia  of  the 
'*  minute/' 

The  same  fule  mast  regulate  your 

friendskips:  Pbelieve  this  term  is  stiH 

preserved  in  the  vocabulary  of  polite 

lif^  though,  as  it  only  means  herding 

together,  tt  ought  to  be  changed  to 

gregarious  assemblages.     Be  sure  to 

Imk,  always  tate  enough  to  cut  Mrs. 

Pl^ialy's  early  party,  and  just  in  time 

to  take  up  Lady  fiab  FrigJutful  as  she 

rfN^urtifi  from  the  Countess  of-Hurri* 

eane's;  tl^cmgh  you  may  think   tlie 

Ptainlys:  very,  pleasant   people,   and 

Ladjjr  Bab  and  >  the  Countess,  detes* 

table ;    but  then  the  two.  kttter  are 

#0^«  and;  the  former  knows  nobody* 

Y/cia  may  visit  the  Squanders,,  though 

tbey  had  an  executvon  in.  the  house 

last  week,  because  Lady  Modely  has 

decided  that  they  ought; to  be  coun* 

tenanced ; 


«88 

tentinced ;  but  never  ^ink  of  ostUkg 
on  the  Ovtrdo  family^  for  they  went 
quite  out  the  moment  it  was  kfrtwn 
that  they  had  spent  their  fortune^  Be 
equally  exact  in  your  eating,,  and  im^ 
print  upon  your  mind^  that  as  ftshioil 
and  nature  are  antipodes  in  climato^ 
it  is  right  to  devour  voraciously  ti 
Aprils  i^hat  you -faint  at  the  sight,^ 
in  August.  This  is  called  eating  ^t% 
aad>  really  is  a  most  complex  sci^cc^ 
involi^ing  so  many. concurrent  eircanH 
stances,  that  a  fine  lady  must  devote 
much  of  her  time  and  thoughts  to  this 
study  before  she  can  hope  to  see  her 
dinneirs  announced  in  the  Morning 
Post,  or  have  the  honour  of  employing 
the  toothpicks  of  the  most  sapient 
epicures  of  the  season ;  whose  landau*^ 
let's  at  your  door  as  surely  attest  youff 
cook's  abilities,  as  a  flight  of  vultures 
do  the  triumphs.pf  a  general. 

I  should 


'iii'lifchHas  been  dfenied  to  ^tnius  eft* 
•rifclicd  by  learnriyg,  and  enforced  by 
'thb^e    strong   ^owfers    of    argumeht 
''which  result  from  the  united  bounty 
of  liatuVe  and  education.     A  recollec- 
tion of  the  candid  treatment  ^hich  I 
*liave  fbhnefly  experienced  from  the 
^piibRc  encourages  ine  to  hope  thatnfy 
'inotivts  for  this  utidertaking  will  apo- 
logize for  its  deficiencies.     Works  On 
TeligianUnd  morals,  in  this  country, 
^can  tarely  pretend  to  any  novelty, 
''beSside  the  title  and  the  arraifgfeiwefitj 
but  the  mere  name  of  something  ncAv 
bestows  a  momentary  celebrity  on  even 
jejune  productions;  while  the  sterling 
>Compositions  which   they  modernize 
sleep  in  the  library.    But  if,  while  em- 
ployed in  reading  a  recent  appeal  ta 
their  consciences,  one  profligate  should 
be  converted,    one    prejudiced  mind 
illuminated^  one  wayering  understand- 


S90 

blessed  with  z,  fashionable  auditory  and 
an  elegant  preacher.  But  for  fear  the 
liturgical  offices  of  our  church  should 
make  a  c  isagreeable  impression,  they 
must  hurry  from  thence  to  Kensington 
gardens,  to  sport  their  promenade 
dresses,  and  observe  who  and  who  are 
together.  During  the  sitting  of  par- 
liament, tills  is  the  day  for  dining 
parties;  which,  with  a  concert  in  tie 
evening,  keeps  them  employed  all  day 
long,  and  renders  them  as  happily 
forgetful  of  the  services  with  wliicbit 
commenced,  as  if  they  had  devoted 
their  morning  to  the  worship  of  Mor- 
pheus. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  these 
scenes  of  continual  hurry  and  con- 
fusion so  exhaust  the  frame,  and  dis- 
sipate the  spirits,  that  the  heart  loses 
both  its  inclinations  and  its  sympa- 
thies;  and  the  fine  lady  becomes  a 

mere 
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mere  self-moved  automaton,  incapable 
of  either  tenderness,  resentment,  or 
compassion.      To  a  being  that  can 
neither  be  roused  to  virtue  nor  seduced 
to  vice,  cautions  are  unnecessary ;  but 
aiaBy  a  heart  escapes  the  frigid  cold  of 
this  arctic  circl<^  •*  and  repines  with 
lecret  sorrow,  or  frets  with  fruitiest 
wishes,  while  the  vacant  eye  seems 
only  to  pondet^  the  fantastic  scene 
of  which  it  id  an  imconscious  witness. 
T&B,  person  thus  situated,  considera« 
tion  becomes  of  most  momentous  im« 
portance ;  for  the  wish  should  be  |tiia- 
lyzed,  and  the  sorrow  traced  to  its 
source.     It  ought  to  be  known,  whe- 
ther her  bosom  anguish  originates  ia 
her  own vfaults,   or  belongs  to  that 
ipecies  to  which  she  can  only  oppose 
the  defeqce  of  patience  and  resigna- 
tion.    Her  desires  too  should  be  so 
tcrutinized,   as  to  discover  whether 

o  %  they 
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€hiy  are  of  that  inn«>cent  kmd  \rhich 
i^e  may  pray  God  to  ipros)»er;  d/c 
whether  she  sliould  not  cast  tiieni  froM 
tier  heart,  as  she  would  the  ded% 
worin  of  Nile.  We  s;haU  notmatemMf 
alaiulrr  tlrecirdles  of  dfssipatiooy'^^if 
ve  embody^  this  ^ig/T  IB  the  shape  of 
a  oiigligent  or  fidthless  husband  i  and 
connect  those  tiv^et^with  ^ilre  persM 
of  an  agt^sea&le  cecisbeoi  whose  at** 
teotiDiM  are  the  ovly  pleasant  inte^ 
raptioaocfthe  tediousness  of  faigii  life 
It  would  prove  me  to  be  a  mere  Goth, 
if  I  supposed  tliat  a  man  and  his  wife 
^\x\A  designedly  appear  in  the  same 
party;,  bnt  I  pnesunid  it  may  by  chance 
happen,  that  my  lord's*  chati^  may  ar- 
rive before  my  lady's  chai^ioC  H  or- 
deri^  up ;  and  that  she  may  b%  under 
tlie  necessity  of  seeing  that  his  early 
:s^|>earaace  is  really  in  conseqtllenc^  of 
an  4toignatioii  witli  the  person  s^he  has 
.a.'  long 
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long  8u$f^cted  to  be  lib  cfieins  amm, 
Can  any  situation  move  i^ciiliarly 
require  the  exercbe  of  consideration^ 
fycH  if  a  fashionable  Bron;ieIy  were- 
^oft'vfaispering  agreeable  nothings  in 
hM  ear  at  t&at  very  moment^  and 
f^ra^ing,  by  his  observance,  a  marked 
cmitrast,  to  the  rumchalancey  or  per-r 
kaps  hautfUTf  of  her  liusband?  Yet  she* 
iiast  hurry  to  some  other  scene,  as 
joy  teas,  and  as  dangerous  as  what  she* 
liour ,  witnesses ;  and  consideration  is 
^ferred  to  tliose  agonizing  hours^ 
iKbea  her  mind,  torn  with  jealousy 
md  vain  regret,  deniea  repose  to  her 
wearied:  body,  by  conjuring  up  th^e 
lihantoms  of  stern  ingratitude  and  vt^ 
spectfui  assiduity. 

Surely,  my  dear  young  friend*,  fa- 
shion never  passed  any  decree  so  inju* 
rious  to  the  interests  of  conjugal  fide- 
lity,  as  when  it  ordained  tliat  the 

o  3  Uusband 
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husband  and  the  wife  should  alwayi 
pursue  different  plans  of  pleasure.     I 
do  not  wish  the  wedded  pair  to  be  in- 
separable;    I  know   that   occasional* 
absence  renders  the  dearest  society 
more  deh'ghtful;  and  that  being  en- 
gaged in  different  scenes  gives  spirit 
and  variety  to  the  conjugal  tite-u^tite: 
But  the  duties  of  life  impose  a  suffi- 
cient necessity  for  separation;    and 
when  the  hours  of  amusement  arrive, 
let  the  zest  of  pleasure  be  heightened' 
by    participation.      General    custom 
seems  to  imply  that  there  is  danger  ia 
public  places;  or  why  do  ladies  require 
protectors?  and  can  a  man  of  reflec*^' 
tion  expect  to  escape  the  reproach  of 
wittol  husband,   who  declines  escort- 
ing her  to  those  haunts  of  Comus^   in 
whose  preservation  he  is  most  inte- 
rested r   I. am  aware  of  the  ridicule 
that  a  family  party  in  a  stage-box 

must 
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must  excite;  but  a  gentleman  in 
Westminster-hall  often  makes  a  more 
ridiculous,  I  might  say  detestable  ap- 
pearance. Much  may  be  there  said 
respecting  the  breach  of  a  sacred 
trust ;  and  many  oratorical  flourishes 
may  be  introduced  about  violating 
the  laws  of  hospitality,  and  betraying 
the  honour  of  confiding  friendship ; 
but  unless  the  plaintiff  can  give  bet- 
ter reasons  for  absenting  himself  from 
his  wedded  charge,  than  that  he  was 
in  pursuit  of  some  other  amusement, 
r6ason  ahd-experience  will  condemn 
him  for  being  guilty  of  culpable  folly, 
inputting  friendship  to  an' unneces- 
sary test.*  Were  such  husbands  can,- 
did,  th»y  would  exclaim,  in  the  words 
of  Carlos, 
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The  crime  was  mine. 


**  Who  plac*d  thee  there,  where  00)7  Ihou  couldst 
"  fail  i 

O  4  ''Thougb 
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**  Though  ^ell  I  knew  that  dreadful  post  of  hpnoot 
*'  i  gave  thee  to  maintain.  Ah !  who  could  bear 
^  Those  eyes  unhurt  ?**  The  Revenob. 

You,    my   dear  Miss  M ,   will 

readily  conceive  that  I  am  not  pleadr 
ing  for  the  treacherous  friend  or  the 
recreant  wife ;  I  believe  that  genuine 
virtue,  when  strengthened  by  ChrUtiaa 
principle,  and  supported  by  divine 
^race,  can  vanquish  every  temptation; 
but  I  know  that  divipe.  grace  13  only 
given  to  those  who  ask  it;  ^nd,[  I  fe^r, 
Christian  principles  are  not  thp  pre- 
dominant rules  of  conduct  among  the 
gay  and  giddy  votaries  of  pleasure. 
Chastity, .  even  when  supported  by 
such  invulnerable  guardians,  should 
not  be  wantonly  exposed  to  severe 
trials;  and  surely,  when  she  cannot 
boast  such  protectors,  the  fragility  of 
all  human  aids  is  too  indisputable,  to 
Tender  it  safe  to  put  her  upon  such  hard 

probation. 
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Liberality  looks  as  well  za  eharity; 
<RMisciotis  merit  has  a  more  imposing 
air  than  humility ;  a  Sunday  rout  seems 
more  pleasant  than  family  devotion  i 
aod  if  faith  an4  holiness  are  not  ne- 
#Msaiy  passports  to  a  better  state  of 
#xistence,  the  woman  of  the  world  is 
Ibr  tbe  most  part  a  more  desirable 
eompa«ion  than  the  pious  Christian. 
If  the  la^  of  religious  instruction  be 
not  begun  while  learning  is  a  duty, 
I  kM>w  Aot  at  what  period  of  life  the 
Whd  will  feel  its  own   deficiencies, 
and  set  about  acquiring  what  it  per- 
ceives that  it  can  do  very  well  without. 
The  seeds  of  science  are  sown  in  child- 
fa^od;  aiod  left  to  ripen  with  our  years; 
aad^yet  we  do  not  hear  of  prejudiced 
geographers,   astiionomers,  or  mathe- 
maticians.    As  the  understanding  un- 
folds, clearer  views  are  obtained;  the 
tedimenti  by  which  we  gained  our 

first 
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tailed  iovfe,  matches.     The  staii  of 
pas6ion»   ^vihich  leads  a  lady  to  Scot' 
land  to  bccomt  a  wtfe^^  too  often  pro- 
ceeds from  some  romantic  expecta- 
tions: of ^cternaL  afiEection  and  \c6aBvtai* 
xiiato  exceilence,  which  is^.nt^  kiA 
ipdeed  cannot  >be,  realized ;  and  if  she 
never  experiences  more  tlian  casual 
neglect  or  common  infirmities    she 
will  have  more  rieason  to  bless  ber  good 
fortune   than    her  precipitaticm -tiff 
choosing  deserved.     But  if^  hiskead 
of  <^  the  faultless  monster  whom  the 
**  worW  ne'er  saw/'  a  being  much 
beneath  the  general  ntn  of  hirmanitjr 
starts  ttp,  in  the  form  «f  a  stem  ty* 
rant,  or  negligent  coxcomb^  and  still 
deems  himself  entitled  to  the  conti'* 
nuance  of  that  warm  afiectioB  which 
she  enee  professed^  merelj'  because 
'*  she  had  eyes' and  chose  him  /'.  I  fear, 
wo«ild  here  be  found  a  veity 

brittle 
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brittle  chain.  If  a  husband,  thus  cir* 
cumstancedy  should  think  himself  jus- 
tified in  pursuing  pleasure  through 
every  haunt  in  which  he  supposes  he 
may  meet  it,  and  conceives  his  own 
humour  entitled  to  full  license^  pro« 
vided  his  lady  has  a  beau  to  attend  her 
if  she  likes  to  go  out-;  let  not  such  a 
man  complain  of  being  injured^  either 
in  friendship  or  in  lave,  though  hit 
wife  drink  deep  of  the  cup  of  infamy. 
.  But  it  is  my  own  sex  that  I  chiefly 
liope  to  benefit  by  my  admonitions ; 
anil  here  let  me  earnestly  entreat  those 
ladies  whose  will  give»  law  to  the  world 
of  fashion,  to  endeavour  to  rescue  ma«» 
tronly  manners  from  that  extreme  af* 
£ectation  of  levity,  which  ii  now  be* 
come  so  general,  tliat  it  is  considered 
to  be  the  associate  of  perfect  innocency 
of  intention.  The  shrine  of  virgin 
Wauty  is  now  deserted  by  its  most 

o  6  desir* 
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desirable  worshippers,  who  bover  rouM 
the  chair  where  loveliness^   already 
''link'd   and   wedlock   bound,*'  di9* 
pensea   ber    unmeaning    or   criminil 
smiles.      The    married    dame    trips 
through  the  light  ma^e  of  the  daiice, 
and  ahowa  her  gay  youtbfii}  partnei 
%o    the  provoked    spinster,    wbo   13 
obliged  to  some  antiquated  canQ  spas$ 
ijov  not  sufferijig  her  to  sit  skivering 
ott  the  ottoman  alt  the  evening.    A 
«)ai;ried  lady  may  go  any  wherc^  mix  ia 
all  companies)  dress  in  any  style,  say 
2^ny  thiiig,    and  do  every  thing  not 
9))solutely  scandalous,    witho»t    in- 
peachsinent  of  her  fain  fame.     If  any 
allowance  oii^ght  tQ-be  made  for  l^ttty/ 
shofild  it  vtot  be.  granted  to  youthful; 
jpexperie0ce,  to  indiscreet  siaiplieity^ 
and  to  the  loo  frank  di^^ljdsure  4t  tbaft* 
M^isfa  to  win  hearts  which  iavevyna^j 
tuK^J  t^  thf  es%  pa^t  c^  €iur  Uvetf 
'  .  -.  .  .   >  Why 
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for  they  must  improve  their  school- 
accomplishments,  and  make  those  or* 
naments  in  the  morning  which  their 
evening  engagements  will  call  upon 
them  to  display.  And  yet,  if  they  be- 
come Christians  from  conviction  at 
,this  period  of  their  lives,  they  must 
encounter  the  labours  of  a  philosopher 
with  the  courage  of  a  hero.  They 
must  be  argued  out  of  the  deism  ia 
which  they  have  been  tutored,  and 
persuaded  to  renounce  the  motives  and 
habits  which  they  have  been  taught 
to  adopt.  *'  It  is  one  thing,"  say* 
Dr.  Waterland,  **  to  understand  the 
"  doctrine,  and  quite  ?inothcr  to  be 
"  master  of  the  controversy."  A  girl 
fvitli  a  common  capacity,  who  has  re- 
ceived an  ordinary  education  on  Chris- 
tian principles,  knows  enough  to  en- 
tertain notions  that  are  sufficiently 
clear  to  her  own  judgment,  though  she 
vou  I.  It  may 
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different  ends  in  vicvr  from  that  of 
swelling  her  trinmphs.    His  own  gross^ 
passions  may  fix  him  in  her  train,  not 
to  he  trampled  upon  by  her  tyranny, 
but  to  be  Arr  conqueror.      Whatever* 
she  may  suppose,   or  he  profess,  slie 
never  would  have  been  *'his  happiest 
**  cJioicey"  even  had  he  seen  her  before 
she  was  assigned  to  another.     He  has 
too    much   aversion  to  the  marriage 
yoke,:  for  her  charms  to  vanquish  his 
prejudices;  and  her  principal  attrac- 
tion, in  his  eye,  is  the  conviction  that 
he  may  flirt  with  her  without  an  ofli- 
cious  friend's^  requesting  to  know  whe- 
ther he    has  any  serious  intentions. 
This  character  is  well  described  in  the/ 
lively  farce  of  the  **  Wedding  Day;"! 
the  regret  of  Lady  Contest  at   not 
having  seen  the  engaging  lord  before^ 
she-had  tied  hevself  to  o|d  Sir  Adaoi,  A< 
and.herriurpris€i  at  his  declining  the  • 
..  J  honour 
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hoiiour  o^  her  hand  when  she  was 
unexpectedly  released  from  her  for- 
mer bonds,  affords  a'  valuable  lesson 
to  married  coquettes.  ■['■■' 

Before  I  dismiss  the  subject  of  «ur- 
tronly^rting,z\loW'fne  to  answeronc- 
objection.     Though 'particular  atten- 
tions to  one  gentleman  are  confessed 
to  be  both  suspicious  and  dangerous, 
general  ease  and  freedom  are  defend* 
edy  on  the  ground  of  improving  the 
pleasure  and  vivacity  of  society.  I  am 
so  great  a  lover  of  cheerfulness,  that 
^  am  willing  to  admit  every  species  of 
«prightliness  into  the  manner  of  mar- 
Tied  ladies,  that  can  be  fairly  affirmed 
to  be  destitute  of  either  design  or  im- 
modesty.   I  acknowledge,  that  they  . 
littay  with  propriety  take  a  greater, 
share  of  conversation,  and  indulge  iui 
more>  latitude  of  remark,  than  their 
j^krs^  '■  You  wilt  perceive  by  that  lit . 

mitation^ 


mftation,  thi^  I  eonstclet*  tbese  morct 
as  the  privileges  of  age,  than  as  part 
of  the  hymeneal  dowry.  Xiet  a.nuurr 
Tied  lady  endeavour  to  promote  the* 
social  enjpyments  of  the  circle  in 
which  she  movesi     Let  her  consult 

• 

her  glass^  and  allow  me  to  add-  heir 

purse  also,  in*  the  choice  of  appropriate' 

and  becoming  ornaments^.    I  permitf 

her  to  aspire  tothe  chao^acter  of  a  yery 

agreeable  wpman ;    but  tet  not  that 

di&tinctipni  be  laid  by  on  ordinary  oe«' 

coBionm.  and  only  produced  to  mate' 

witnesses^     If  the  best  bqn-mou  are* 

reserved  for  the  bjeans,  if  tMe  fttvour- 

it*e   head-dresfr  i»  only    worn   whent 

Lord'Gay.l6vei8^e:xpectedi  ^her^ennuk 

and heacy^acheare  aptto baqured by  a> 

tite-€t't6te  with  a  man  of  fashion,,  if 

she  findsfeniale  parties  dull,  and  female*. 

conversation  insipid ;    I  must  entreats 

the  advocates  for  th^  ease  and  freedon^ 

o^ 
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of  married  ladies  to  remember,  that 
diieerfulDess  is  of  no  sex,  apd  is  at 
likely  to  visit  a  party  of  old  women 
with  her  agreeable  sallies,  as  a  circle  of 
box-lobby  loungers.  Nay,  it  is  more 
Yikf^lj}  for  in  the  first  uistance  it  will 
bfs.  ;Stii|iulatc;d  by  the  humjaijie  desire  of 
^piusing  lassitudei  \vhile  in  the  latter 
ij^wiU  be  checHed  by  a  modest  appre- 
hension of  misconstruction.  I  should 
h^ve  premised,  that  these  said  old  wo- 
^ten  should  not  be  spleneik;  for  I  dp 
confess,  ilUnature  gives  the  coup  de 
grace  to  vivacity. 

Wx  have  dwelt  so  minutely  on  some 
of  the  increasing  improprieties  of 
^hionable  manners,  that  we  must 
pass  others  with  less  observation.  A 
rage  for  education  is  one  of  the 
marked  features  of  the  great  world ; 
and  it  has  been  much  increased  by 
the  labour  Qf  writers  who  belong  ta 

the 
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the  new  icfaool  of  morals.  The  hope 
of  forming  something  superior  to  thef 
prttent  rai^e  of  mortals,  by  merely 
human  meains,  is  one  of  the  wildest 
theories  that  ever  entered  th6  briuri 
of  a  visiotmry  reformer  j  yet  it*  is  sc- 
riously  acted  upon  by  many  indefati- 
gable mothers,  who  weary  the  pa-; 
tience  and  injure  the  cdhstitniibii  of 
their  children  by  the  most  unrcimitr 
ting  attention  to  a  multiplicity /of 
pursuits ;  in  the  hope  of  bein^  able 
to  exhibit  in  their  own  families  thif 
mechanical  compound  of  ethical  and 
sCfentifical  perfection ;  which  is  to 
prove,  that  divine  wisdom  is  not 
necessary  either  for  informing  our 
ignorance,  or  restraining  our  propen- 
sities  to  evil.  All  parents  do- not,  in-- 
deed,  aspire  to  this  high  standard  of 
philosophical  erudition  and  impecca-* 
bility ;  but  even  that  routine  of  masters- 

who 
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who  ar^  necessary  to  form  a  young 
kdy  into  the  accomplished  amateur, 
which  is  now  deemed  an  essential  part 
of  the  character  of  every  woman  of 
fiahion>  subjects  a  young  lady  to  more 
privations,  as  much  bodily  fatigue,  and 
afar  greater  exercise  of  patience  and 
attentioUr  than  yonder  little  spinner 
encounteni,  who  by  her  industry  pro- 
cures her  own  subsistence.  We  must,' 
however,  allow  due  praise  to  this  se* 
vere  discipline,  on  the  same  ground  ar 
we  commend  the  rigid  injunctions  of 
Lycurgus:  no  laws  but  his  could  have 
formed  the  stern,  indefatigable,  impe- 
netrable Spartan ;  nor  could  a.less  in- 
exorable course  of  seU-denial  and.  ac- 
tivity convert  the  artless  happy  girl 
into  that  extraordinary  being,  a  wo- 
man of  ton.  Beside  being  compelled 
to  pass  through  those  extremes  of  cli- 
laatei  without  cUscovering  any  sense. 

of 
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€>f  bodily  inconvenience,  as  Miltop^ 
by  a  bold  flight  of  welL-go^rued  hvn 
cy»  supposed  to  be  part  of  tlie  piiiuslh 
nient  of  the  fallca  ^ngels,  the  oandt^ 
dates  jor  this  fading  glory  are  UnimA 
from  their  cradles  to  such  hadbit»:«( 
observance^  pttiemec^  >  and  controii  ot 
order  to  attract^the  attention. of. dicit 
£BUow<^creatures^  as,  if  they  werc,fn*r 
fluenced  by  better  motives^  wouldter 
cure  tbeni  the  approJbatiou  of  beiiiga 
of  a  higher  order.  What  apitjr^  tliat 
so  much  pains  should  he  exerted .  hv 
such  a  subordinate  purpose;  aiidia 
which,  since  all  those  whpra  yoiff^seek 
to  amaze  are  your  competitors,  your 
chance  of  success  is  so  very  limited  I 
For  if  your  daughter,  after  fourteen 
thousand  hours  *  spent  in  the  acquisir 

tio4 

*  Mrs.  Moce  comtnunlcates  tbis  anecdote.  Tke 
author  caohot  refer  to  the  page,  doc  being  in  pos- 
session 
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tion  of  ihusiCy  prove  at  last  but  a  se* 
cond'-rate  performer ;  if,  after  all  that 
the  dandng-niaster  has  done  in  scretv- 
ing  her  shoulders  and  modelling  her 
.stepSy  her  person  be  ruelegant  and  her 
tttotrofis  ungraceful;  if  no  expense  nor 
Waste  of  time  can  prevent  her  draw- 
itigs  from  being  daubs,  or  bagatelles, 
fbr  Vhat  have  the  hours  of  early  life 
beefi  sacrificed  ?  Taste  and  ton  have 
tio'degr^s  of  glory  to  allot  to  their 
Vorshippers ;  nor  ci'n  ardent  devotion, 
^ere,  claim  that  reward  for  its  since- 
rity, to  which  it  is  not  entitled  by 
talent.  All  that  can  be  done  for  the 
unsuccessful  candidate  for  fashionable 

icsttioB  of  tbftt  Lady**  Strictures  on  Education, 
whicfa^jbe  r^d  at  their  first  appearance^  and  took 
from  them  a  few  extracts ;  to  which^  while  writ- 
ing these  Letters^  shic  has  occasionally  reft;r  red.  She 
V^y  feel  much  Mattered,  if  the  reader  shoald  al^ 
tmce  .an  incidental  and  undesigned  resemblance^ 
trising  fir6m'simiiarity  of  opinion  on  Vairioas  points. 

eclat 
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eclat  is,  to  remove  her  to  some  n&r« 
rower  sphere.  A  second-rate  party, 
pr  a  summer  bathiilg-place,  is  the  only 
jneri(]ian  which  she  can  hope  to  illu- 
mine ;  while  all  who  witnessed  her 
former  pretensions  are  tempted  to 
exclaim,  "  lU-weav'd  ambit ion»  hof 
"  much  art  thou  shrunk!"  Might 
not  prudence  here  suggest  the  expe- 
diency pf  applying  to  another  masteri 
yho  acts  upon  very  diiFeren^t  principles 
from  the  cruel  despot  Vanity,  by  giv- 
ing a  certain  retribution  to  the  tnotket^ 
not  the  success  of  our  actions  ? 

''  No  cold  negfcct  tbe  faithful  hrtirt  repajk, 
V.  Whose -steadfast  aim  solicitk^  E^s  regard  $ 

^  Each  wish  for  merit,  eiich  attempt  to  please, 
**  He  views,  and  His  beaigoant  smiles  tewardT 

CAftTBE*S  POBM S.   ' 

» 

It  must,  however^  be  acknowledgedi 
that  the  favour  of  this  wise  and  holy 
B^ing  cannot  be  acquired  by  such  an 

exercise 
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exercise  of  our  faculties,  or  jdetermi- 
Dat.ipn  qf  our  views  ;  for  he  does  not 
enjoin  us  to  t\rce/ our  fellow-creatures, 
but  to  cohqutr  cyurseives;  nor  will  the 
splendour  of  the  crown  of  immortal- 
ity be  decreased,  bec.aibe  it  blazes 
upon  the  brows  of  myriads  of  happy 
beuig$.  Envy  of  successful  competi- 
tion! and  jealousy  of  pre-eminent  abi- 
lities.  will  never  torment  the  bosom  of 
^e  young  Christian,  who,  engrossed 
by  the  iiecessity  of  looking  at  her  own 
ways,  ceases  to  be  a  fretful  observer 
pf  the  progress  of  others ;  being  as- 
sured, that  at  the  day  of  judgment  she 
cannot  be  overlooked  amid  an  infinite 
host  of  happy  spirits  who  claim  the 
kingdom  of  their  Father,  nor  co7icealed 
by  a  multitude  of  sinnqrs  who  call  in 
Tain  on  the  rocks  and  mountains  to 
l)ide  them  from  an  omniscient  eye. 
In  judging  of  the  folly  of  those  who 

seek 
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seek  to  form  their  childfett  upon  the 
model  which  vanity  presents,  we  must 
add,  to  the  great  hazard  of  succefts, 
the  brevity  of  the  acquisition.  As  the 
career  of  a  fine  lady  is  ever  in  danger 
of  being  arrested  by  rivals  in  e&peme 
iind  taste,  so  rivals  in  acconiplishmeiits 
arc  coming  forward  t6  dispute  her 
pretensions  to  superiority.  Nor  is  thif 
all :  every  year  brings  in  a  new  fa- 
shion, even  in  these  partTctilars^  and 
^he  business  of  education  is  never 
finished.  If  you  choose  to  d&nce, 
paint,  sing,  and  play,  till  you  reach 
your  climacteric,  you  must  still  have 
niasters  to  teach  yoii  the  last  improve- 
ment, or  you  will  be  laid  aside  as  old 
lumber.  Our  mothers,  who  danced 
all  their  lives  to  the  tiine  of  Lady  Co* 
vefatry*8  minuet,  >w^ill  scarcely  conceive 
how  cphcrileral  are  the  triumphs  of  the 
ilicce^sors  of  that  paragon,  who  had 

the 
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the  good  fortune  to  flourish  at  a  period 
when  the  cinpire  of  beauty  and  taste 
dreaded  no  other  enemies  than  the 
Bniall-pox  and  old  age.  The  minuet 
lie  la  cour  and  the  cotillon  were  after- 
^rds  thought  better  calculated  to 
display  the  female  figure  to  advan- 
tage, and  these  lasted  in  fashion  long 
Enough  for  one  generation  of  dancers; 
but  reels,  strathspeys,  and  waltzes  now 
mcceed  each  other  with  such  rapidity, 
that  only  the  most  flexile  form  and 
fixed  attention  can  rise  to  the  praise  of 
having  learned  the  figure,  before  they 
mnst  assume  difi^erent  contortions,  and 
wind  into  another  meander.  The  like 
observation  extends  to  all  other  accom- 
plishments: there  is  even  a  fashion  in 
language;  the  accent  must  retreat,  or 
advance,  according  as  ton,  not  syntax, 
has  ordained ;  and  theVord  of  the  year 
must  hold  a  prominent  place  in  our 
VOL.  I.  p  conver- 


314 

<eoBversatioii.  Our  passions  and  sen- 
lations  must  be  subject  to  like  con* 
trol ;  we  must  either  be  immoderately 
happy,  monstrously  delighted^  in- 
tensely charmed,  or  amazingly  inte- 
rested. But  ^s  expressions  of  extreme 
suffering  arei  best  adapted  to  the  joy- 
less career  of  a  fine  lady,  we  mmt 
aUpw  that  her  task  of  learning  will  Ibe 
chiefly  bounded  by  the  compound  epi* 
tbeits  of  immensely  dull,  horribly  fa* 
tiguingy  and  insufferably  vapid.  A 
few  mornings'  observation  will  show 
ber  what  misfortune  is  most  in  vogue, 
IUCmI  give  the  proper  tinge  to  her  d&- 
lours  for  the  ensuing  winter. 

If  the  quackery  of  education  only 
extended  to  the  formation  of  vain  and 
frivolous  beings,  we  should  have  far 
le$s  reason  to  complain  of  its  preva- 
lence/ Many  strong  minds  would  re- 
list these  shackles,   and  di^a|>point« 

ment 
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ment  would  divert  ill-directed  under- 
Standings  to  some  nobler  pursuit  But, 
as  ^e  have  before  observed,  a  system 
<>f  morals  is  formed  still  more  danger- 
ous than  this  system  of  manners.  The 
poiMilarity  of  either  mode  of  educa- 
tioii  seems  to  depend  more  on  the  si« 
ttiation  than  on  the  intellects  of  their 
respective  partisans ;  yet  it  appears  as 
if  the  frivolous  system  was  most  in 
repute  among  second-rate  gentility ; 
while  the  bold  theory  of  human  per- 
fectibility seeks  its  converts  among 
those  who,  feeling  themselves  to  be 
above  the  immediate  influence  of  the 
temporal  considerations  which  restrain 
thfeir  fellow-creatures,  would  fain  get 
released  from  the  eternal  consequences 
of  indulging  their  guilty  passions.  A 
morality,  therefore,  which  rejects  the 
basis  of  religion,  is  admirably  suited 
to  people  who,    while  they  seem    to 

p  2  make 
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make  the  opinions  of  others  their  stan- 
dard of  right  and  wrong  in  affairs  of 
vanity  and  fancy,  really  bow  to  no 
other  idol  than  selfishness,  and,  amidst 
a  life  of  real  privation,  are  secretly 
pursuing  self-^enjoyment.  To  banish 
from  the  mind  tlie  ideas  of  an  omni- 
scient God,  and  a  retributive  here- 
after, gives  an  amazing  release  to  the 
appetites;  but  this  liberty  will  not  sa- 
tisfy these  new  organizers  of  the  hu- 
man soul.  The  passions  must  be  made 
tyrants;  and  for  this  end  the  most 
suitable  means  are  provided.  The  ha- 
bitual indulgence  of  violent  desires, 
is  by  them  called  exerting  the  noblest 
energies;  and  discarding  the  restraints 
of  virtue,  is  misnamed  ingenuousness 
and  obedience  to  the  honest  dictates 
of  nature.  These  iniquitous  principles 
frequently  preserve  those  external 
pretences    of  decorum^    which     are 

judged 
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judged  expedient  to  forward  their 
universal  adoption  in  this  country; 
and  those  very  systems  which  incul- 
cate vice  profess  the  greatest  regard 
for  virtue.  To  confine  our  observa- 
tions to  what  we  are  now  discussing ; 
Volumes  have  been  written  on  the 
subject  of  education,  which  profess  to 
form  a  most  amiable  and  intelligent 
being,  infinitely  superior  to  the  pre- 
sent inhabitants  of  this  world,  and 
%}iich,  but  for  the  studied  omission 
of  revealed  truths  and  religious  mo- 
tives, might  pass  for  the  effects  of  real 
philanthropy.  The  disappointment  of 
those  parents  who  attempt  to  form 
their  children  upon  these  models  can- 
not be  pitied,  unless  they  really  are 
ignorant  that  human  wisdom  never 
discovered  a  perfect  system  of  ethics, 
without  borrowing  the  aid  of  revela- 
tion;    nor  can  she  even  then  devise 
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barriers  sufficiently  strong  to  prevent 
oixr  frail  natures  from  deviating  into 
bye  paths  of  error,  unless  she  renounce 
the  guidance  of  her  own  pale  fires^  and 
submit, to  be  led  by  the  clear  radiance 
of  the  gospel  *. 

The  deficiency  of  this  new  system 
of  self-de|)endent  virtue,  is  not  morf 
fypparrnt  in  the  weakness  of  its  re^ 
straints,  and  the  feebleness  of  its  mp* 
tjves,  than  in  the  very  limited  circle  to 
which  it  even  pretends  to  direct  iti 
i(uprovements.  Many  Christian  graces 
lire  excluded  from  its  good  deeds;  and 
the  cardinal  virtueofourancestors,  the 
yery  bond  of  social  intercourse,  is  now 
little  inculcated  in  education,  or  en- 
forced by  fashionable  practice;  I  speak 
gf  moral  honesty,  and  the  simple  but 
energetic  principle  of  paying  every 

♦  The  subject  of  education  is  resumed  in  Let, 
ien  Vth  and  Xlllth. 
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one  his  just  debts.  The  difficulty 
which  I  find  in  treating  this  point  in 
$uch  a  manner  as  to  render  it  pal  at- 
able  to  polite  readers^  is  a  sufficient 
proof  that  the  duty  is  guite  gone  out. 
Yet  honour  and  honesty  were  once 
thought  to  have  a  reciprocal  relation; 
And  the  alliance  was  so  congenial, 
that  I  thinic  the  former  quality  has 
appeared  to  be  in  a  hectic  state  ever 
lince  it  has  been  separated  from  its 
co-relative.  A  person  of  strict  h^ 
nour  and  independent  principles,  in 
debt  to  every  tradesman  he  deals  with, 
and  actually  living,  if  not  by  shufflmg 
and  evasion,  at  least  by  the  forbear* 
ance  of  people  whom  he  despises, 
seems  a  contradiction  in  nature ;  for 
generosity,  pride,  and  dignity  of  sen- 
timent, are  supposed  to  be  blended 
with  meanness,  servility,  and  cruelty 
of  conduct.    To  live,   to  breathe  at 
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the  mercy  of  another,  nay  to  feel  that 
you  are  really  injuring  those  on  whose 
forbearance  you  depend,  and  introdu- 
cing anxiety  and  distress  into  a  rank  of 
life  of  which  you  were  born  the  guar-? 
dians:  how  does  this  accord  with  the 
magnificent  nobleman,  or  high-spirit- 
ed commoner,  wlio  know  themselves 
to  be  parts  of  the  legislature  of  their 
country?  Yet  ev^n  in  those  import- 
ant branches  of  the  state,  the  art  not 
only  of  ruining  themselves,  but  of 
living  after  they  are  ruined,  is  prac-^ 
tised  by  many  adepts  in  (must  I  say) 
the  mystery  of  swindling.  Living 
within  the  bounds  of  your  income  is 
so  far  from  being  considered  as  the 
test  of  a  gentleman,  that  in  the  world 
of  high  fashion  it  conveys  the  oblique 
insinuation,  that  you  are  a  narrow 
soul,  destitute  of  taste,  or  at  best 
merely  a  good  sort  of  spiritless  crea- 
ture. 
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tiire.      This  propensity  to  squander 
the  bounty  of  Providence  with  care- 
less profusion,  has  unhappily  descended^ 
from  the  high  to  the  lowly  scenes  ofi 
life.     Its  effects  upon  the  middle  and 
inferior  orders  have  been  already  con-- 
Sidered ;    in  the  higher  it  may  be  la- 
mented, not  only  on  account  of  the 
individual  distress  that  it  occasions, 
but^  as  tendina:  to  make  the  humble 
classes  think  still  more  meanly  of  their 
superiors.  I  have  ever  been  of  opiniou* 
tliat  the  influence  of  birth  and  rank- 
was  more  beneticial  to  the  community 
atlarge,  than  that  of  wealth,  and  that 
tli5e  faults  of  fhe  former  were  less^pre-* 
Judicial.     To  instance  in  pride;  which, 
when  it  proceeds  from  hereditary  su-- 
periarity,  isgenerally  polished  by  edu 
cation,   and  softened  bv  habitual  re-- 
straint;    whereas  the  pride   of  mere: 
wealth  mostly  seizes  an   unimprovedj^ 
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mind,  at  a  period  of  life  in  which 
habits  have  been  formed  on  vulgar 
models,  and  of  course  it  must  become 
more  odious  to  those  whom  it  affects. 
Whether  it  is  ingrafted  on  native  ser- 
vility or  rudeness,  or  on  the  lately-ac- 
quired consequence  arising  from  the 
possession  of  money,  ostentation  and 
self-indulgence  will  be  the  result,  un-. 
less  checked  by  extraordinary  good- 
ness of  disposition.  The  man  of  rank, 
on  the  other  hand,  knows  his  own  title 
to  the  respect  of  his  neighbourhood  to 
be  indefeasible,  nor  does  he  feel  the 
necessity  of  continually  defending  the 
dignity  which  was  handed  down  to 
him  by  his  ancestors.  He  has  been 
accustomed  to  the  luxuries  of  life 
from  his  infancy,  and  his  relish  for 
them  is  too  much  palled  by  long  in- 
dulgence to  allow  him  to  attach  im- 
portance to  such  distinctions.     This 
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appears  to  be  the  natural  biai  of  theie 
two  characters,  tinless  they  are  divert* 
ed  out  of  their  course  by  any  accideti-> 
tal  impulse.  Let  it  be  remembered 
too,  that  attachment  to  hereditary 
patrons,  and  resj>ect  for  the  old  ma* 
nor  house,  (the  antient  possessors  of 
which  are  deposited  in  the  family 
vault  under  the  parish  church),  are, 
feelings  congenial  to  the  minds  of  the 
common  people,  and  such  as  our  con 
stitution  wisely  cherishes.  The  in- 
fluence which  an  ancient  and  respect- 
able family  possessed  over  its  tenantry 
and  neighbourhood,  cannot  be  soon 
acquired  by  the  nabob,  or  manufae- 
turer,  who  purchases  the  estate,  how- 
eirer  estimable  his  character,  or  conci* 
Katory  his  conduct.  A  series  of  years 
must  elapse  before  they  can  form  any 
tie  bat  what  interest  creates;  and  till 
the  generation  which  served  the  old 
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family  has  passed  away,  the  new  will 
be  considered  as  ifDi^rlopers,  who  have 
risen  on  the  ruins  of  a  race  that  was 
far  more  deserving.  I  must  observe, 
that  in  these  times  every  thing  which 
tends  to  weaken  the  tie  that  connects: 
the  poorest  man  in  the  kingdom  witli 
the  highest,  is  to  be  deprecated  ;  and 
I  regret  the  degradation  which  I'ank 
and  station  suffer  in  the  eyes  of  tlie 
community,  not  only  by  the  conta- 
gious influence  of  unbounded  expense, 
but  by  transferring  its  power  to  other 
hands,  which,  even  if  as  well-disposed,^ 
will  be  less  able  to  exert  it  benefi- 
cially. 

Shall  we  nof  then,  my  dear  Miss 

M ,  reprobate  that  false  candour, 

which  induces  us  to  give  soft  names 
to  such  a  vice  as  extravagance?  Heaven 
forbid  that  we  should  here  withhold 
that  pity  from  undeservQd  distress  to 

which 
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-which  it  is  ever  entitled  !    I  am  not 
speaking  of  those  who,  by  uBforesecn. 
unavoidable  misfortunes,  by  the  pres- 
sure of  domestic  calamity,  by  the  trea- 
chery of  enemies,  the  uproar  of  the 
elements,  or  even  by  misplaced  confi- 
dence,  are  involved  in  pecuniary  dif- 
.Acuities.    The  sorrows  of  such  are  sa- 
cred;   let   the  world   compassionate, 
and,  if  it  can,  assuage  them.     I  con- 
fine  my  censures  to  those  who  volun- 
tarily oft'er  their  fair  possessions,  their, 
extensive  influence,  and  every  othen 
blessing  of  which  God  has  made  them 
the  guard ian,^  at  the  shrine  of  vanity. 
These  I  charge  with  contributing  to 
the  ruin  of  their  country,  as  well  as  of 
themselves.  1  accuse  them  of  pervert- 
ing  their  highly  responsible  station  to 
the  corrupting  of  national  habits,  and 
to  the  subverting  of  the  interests  of 
the  order  to  which  they  belong,  These 
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offences  must  not  pass  off  with  the 
slight  censure,  that  they  were  very 
generous  people,  and  no  one's  enemies 
but  their  own ;  and  every  eulogy  on 
their  taste,  spirit,  and  hospitality,  is  a 
severe  charge  against  them,  for  not 
bounding  these  propensities  by  their 
lawful  ability  of  indulgfng  them. 

It  is  indeed  allowed,  that  people 
eminently  gifted  M'ith  genius  are  apt 
to  fall  into  these  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments ;  and  perhaps  it  is  just,  that  a 
more  lenient  censure  should  attach  to 
errors  which  seem  rather  to  proceed 
from  the  limited  faculties  of  our  na- 
ture, than  from  intentional  injustice 
to  others,  or  overweening  attachment 
to  ourselves.  The  intenseness  of 
thought  which  accompanies  any  ex- 
traordinary effort  of  intellect,  whether 
it'be  engaged  in  **  bodying  forth  the 
forms  of  things  unseen,"  in  develop- 
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mg  the  abstruse  mazes  of  science,  or 
in  conducting  the  intricate  and  cum- 
bersome machine  of  public  business, 
necessarily   withdraws   the   attention 
from  what  seem  comparatively  petty 
considerations;  and  the  harassed  *Tiind, 
fatigued  by  the  painful  stretch  of  its 
faculties,  finds  the  hours  of  relaxation 
insufficient  to  recruit  its  exhausted 
powers.      When  such  an  excuse  can 
be  fairly  urged  for  embarrassments, 
let  us  abstain  from  reproach ;  sufficient 
to  such  a  cutprit,   is  the  punishment 
which   the  consequences  of  indiscre- 
tion must  inflict ;  especially  as  people 
of   this   stamp    are   generally  rather 
dupes  fhan  knaves,  and  suffer  more 
from  mi^laced  confidence,   and  the 
cxtravaganceof  their  connexions,  than 
from  the  ungoverned  importunity  of 
their  own  desires. 
Few,  however,  are  lighted  to  ruin 

by 
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by  the  starry  lamp  of  genius.;*  and 
fewer  yet  can  plead,  that  close  atten- 
tion to  the  welfare  of  the  many  com- 
pelled them  to  neglect  their  own.  It 
is  vanity  which  generally  misleads  the 
unthrifty  ;  and  the  seductions  -  of 
amusement,  not  the  calls  of  businisSj 
deliver  the  careless  spendthrift  to  the 
iron  gripe  of  insolvency. 

But  let  me  recollect  that  it  is  my 
own  sex  I  am  now  addressing;  and 
as  we  cannot  be  called  to  such 
high  responsible  stations  as  preclude 
the  possibility  of  those  domestic  attenr 
tions  which  form. a  principal  part  of 
ourbounden  duty,  we  can  never  plead 
the  excuse  that  might  shelter  the  inw 
provident  legislator,  general,  statesi 
man,  or  magistrate,  from  severe  cenr 
sure.  And  though  genius .  does  not 
deny  her  visitations  to  women,  she 
seldom  pours  sucli  full  influence  upon 

our 
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ottr  souls  as  to  absorb  the  sense^Fother 
duties.     I  will  not  permit  the  fabri- 
cator of  a  novel,  the  composer  of  a 
poem,    or  even   the  writet*  of  moral 
essays^   to  claim   those    privileges   of 
abstraction,  which  I  would  grant  to  a 
fiurke  and  a  Bacon.    Literature  is  with 
us  an  ornament,  or  an  amusement,  not 
a  duty  or  profession  ;  and  when  it  is 
pursued  with  such  avidity,  as  to  withn 
draw  us  from  the  especial  purposes  of 
our  creation,  it  becomes  a  erime.        ; 
So  far   arc  rank  and  station  from 
excusing    us   from  this  obligation  to 
pecuniary  exactness,   that  they  seem 
rather  to  bind  it  upon  us  the  closer.; 
for  in  the  higher  walks   of  life,    the 
attention  of  the  husband  is  often  en* 
grossed  by  what  he  owes  his  country; 
while  the   wife  cannot  show  her  pa-     " 
'triotism  better  than  by  relieving  her 
partner  from  the- weight  of  domestic 
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incumln*ancc,  and  acting  as  a  faithful 
steward  and  intelligent  agent  in  every 
affair  which  can  be  submitted  to  her 
management.  Punctuality  and  regu* 
larity  in  money  transactions  are  still 
acknowledged  to  be  counting-hou8<} 
requisites.  May  they  long  contintie 
to  distinguish  and  give  respectability 
to  the  commercial  world!  but  why 
should  they  be  discarded  from  being 
supporters  to  the  shield  of  ancestry 
and  the  coronet  of  nobility.  I  have 
heard  it  remarked  (and  the  observa- 
tion ^vas  judicious),  that  arithmetic 
has  been  of  more  real  service  to  the 
world,  than  all  other  remains  of  x?las«? 
sidal  learning  or  science ;  and  in  what^ 
respect  does  considerate  expenditure, 
(we  are  now  addressing  a  class  t6 
which  the  term  frugality  may  seem 
unappropriate)  imply  the  absence  of 
any  noble  quality?    Can  generosity, 

can 
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can  benevolence  subsist  upon  funds 
which  are  not  your  own  ?  When  you 
bestowed  what  belonged  to  your  chil- 
dren or  your  creditor,  you  did  not 
give^  but  surreptitiously  apply  the  pos* 
sessions  of  another.  The  character  of 
Cliarles  Surface,  in  that  very  superior 
lK>aiedy  *'  The  School  for  Scandal,'* 
if  not  the  hasty  sketch  of  inconside- 
rate genius  unconscious  of  its  dange- 
rous tendency,  must  be  deenied  a 
inarked  attack  on  the  probity  which 
ifi  our  national  distinction.  In  either 
point  of  view,  his  celebrated  animad- 
versions on  the  old  proverb,  **  Be  just 
'^before  you  are  generous,''  ought  to 
be  received  with  groans  and  hisses, 
not  thunders  of  applause*.  They  are, 
indeed,  characteristic  of  a  dishonest 
spendthrift;  but  they  bear  no  mark  of 

*  See  the  scene  between  Charles  and  Rowley,  iu 
the  fourth  Act  of  the:  School  for  Scandal. 
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integrity  burned  away  by  tbe  violence 
of  ill- regulated  passions  ;  for  they  do 
not  result  from  the  strong  impression 
made  by  a  recent  tale  of  distress,  but 
from  a  mind  resolved  to  be  unjust,  and 
enamoured  of  its  own  baseness.  The 
sentiment  which  restrains  him  from 
selHng  the  picture  of  his  friend  and 
benefactor,  ought  to  have  taught  him 
that  the  necessities  of  Old  Stanley 
might  be  supplied,  by  discharging  his 
four  valets  with  their  bags  and  both 
quets  ;  from  whose  attendance  only  a 
consummate  coxcomb  could  derive 
satisfaction,  and  not  from  a  misappro- 
priation of  what  he  owns  belonged  to 
his  tailor  and  hosier.  How  can  the 
audience  in  the  last  scene  acquiesce  in 
Maria's  destinv  ?  Cliarles  indeed  tells 
us,  that  he  never  more  can  err,  he- 
cause  he  shall  now  have  a  monitor  and 
guide;  but  has  he  not  already  told  us, 
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"  that  he  does  an  imprudent  action  pre- 
cipitately, lest  he  should  be  checked 
by  the  monitor' vAthm  him?    To  such 
a  character  the  sober  paces  of  justice 
will  ever  appear  ^'lame  and  hobbling;" 
but  the  tnisfoTtune  is,  it  is  not  "Ge- 
nerosity," biit  dishonesty,  M^hich  out- 
strips her.     The  insolvent  must  relin- 
quish the  subhme  pleasure  of  relieving 
indigence,  from  an  absolute  impossi^ 
Ulity  of  enjoying  it.    He  may  be  base^ 
he  cannot  be  benevolent  in  any  thing 
but  desire.      If  he  truly  valued  the 
ability  of  giving,  he  should  have  re- 
served some  little  remnant  of  his  pos- 
sessions from  the  gulph  of  dissipation, 
and  saved  his  tender  heart  from  the 
exquisite  anguish  of  finding  himself 
incapable  of  relieving  misery. 

Compassion  is  one  of  those  inherent 

qualities  of  the  female  mind,   which 

^      ^eem  to  defy  the  influence  of  situation* 
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Even  fashion  dares  not  utter  a  decree 
against  the  sovereignty  of  benevolence; 
and  though  a  fine  lady  must  be  too 
frigid  to  feely  she  thinks  herself  bound 
to  affect  tenderness.  She  is  indeed 
allowed  to  be  a  little  whimsical  in  the 
objects  of  her  bounty,  as  all  must  be 
who  renounce  the  dictates  of  nature, 
and  resign  themselves  to  the  caprices 
of  art ;  yet,  as  it  is  necessary  to  have 
heruamedown  in  charitable  subscrip 
tions,  though  it  be  ocrly  to  relieve 

**  A  fiddler  of  note^  wbo>  for  lace  on  his  coat, 
''  To  his  tailor  stands  much  in  arrears^** 

we  may  observe,  that  without  some 
attention  to  pecuniary  concerns,  she 
cannot  be  (I  will  not  be  so  uncoUtb 
as  to  say  honest,  but)  genteelly  bene- 
volent. And  yet,  after  all  the  abuse 
that  can  be  bestowed  upon  the  impel?- 
tinence  of  tradesmen,  they  are  neces- 
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Y  appendages  to  the  votaries  of  va* 
f^  without  whose  assistance  every 
;mpt  to  propitiate  the  idol  they 
rty  or  to  outshine  a  rivai,  would  be 
K>ssible.  The  aspect  of  a  decora* 
1  painter,  when  he  sets  out  an 
Ttment  in  a  style  of  elegance,  is  so 
jr  engaging,  that  if  the  obligations 
ich  are  due  to  him  were  but  height* 
d  by  passing  through  the  alembic 
Qerman  sentiment,,  they  might  be- 
ne native  alcohol ;  and  no  longer 
ding  the  feeble  shoulders  of  the  old 
dame  Justice^  they  would  even  in- 
!ase  the  speed  of  Charles  Surface's 
nired  equestrian  nymph  Generosity. 
perusing  the  items  which  form  the 
)ts  of  a  genteel  bankrupt,  we  might 
cover  what  portion  should  be  as- 
ned  to  honour,  and  what  to  hones- 
I  hope  no  well-bred  person  will 
ay,  that  expensive  furniture,  ele* 
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Even  fashion  dares^  ies,  atitl 

agai  nst  the  soverrV  *  re  as  ne* 

and  though  a^//  *n2il  bursts 

frigid  tofeef/!^  spirited  ma- 

to  affect  tuJ  iig-tablc;  every 

alloMred  fff  re,  who  lent  his  aid 

objecte^'^^       vne  Herculean  labour  of 
who'     .\\^  aL  large  fortune  M-hthra- 
KiB  ^j  presents  a  claim  upon  honour^ 
€^/ch,   if  people  are  faithful  to  the 
'^inciples  they  profess,  will  be  readily 
iidmitted  in  a  reversed  proportion  to 
the  real  value  of  the  service,  or  the 
moderation  of  the  demanded  recom- 
pense. 

One  word  more  upon  an  evil  which, 
on  account  of  its  destructive  tenden- 
try,  should  be  hunted  out  of  the  world, 
by  the  heavy  club  of  argument,  and 
the  piercing  shaft  of  ridicule:  does 
not  this  inattention  to  the  distresses 
which  arise  from  extravagance,  results 

from 
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firoiii  the  wtnt  of  more  enlaxged  rJufm. 
in  thoj^  who  finni  the,  priociple»  o£ 
youth  r  Educatiqiit  wbfitber  it  proceed 
upon  the  abowy  or  the  phUo&ophicai 
plaOf  ^8  flaw,  directed  to  the  formatioti 
q£  a  aelfiah.  character.  Even  the.  mi* 
Bute  attention  which  ia  bestoired  upon 
dtuldren  inducea  them  to  overrrate 
their  own  impqrtance^  and  to  under* 
value  others.  The  love  of  pbraise,  or 
^JPdi^inction,  to  whicSi  they  are  taught 
to  make  so  many  sacrifices,  unques* 
tioDably  seeks  its  own  gratification ; 
and  when  the  exercise  of  benevolence 
is  recommended  as  a  means  of  enjoy« 
ing  pleasant  and  escaping  painful  emo« 
tions,  self  is  still  held  forth  as  the  pre*- 
dominant  feature.  But  beside  those 
.whom  we  may  wish  to  gain  as  ad-* 
mirers,  or  as  pensioners,  there  is  a 
jfexy  numerous  body  of  our  fellow- 
CMatures  to  whom  people  of  rank 
toXm  I.  a  ought 
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might  to  lixtMd  their  Views;  t  mean 
those  whose  good  opinion  thejdo-not 
think  worth  courting,  and  whose  ser- 
vices they  cannot  •command.  Those 
who  are  conversant  with  the  grea^ 
know  well  that  they  are  aj>t  to  consider 
their  own  domestic  servants  as ^upe« 
rior  in  situation  to  respectable  trades* 
men,  or  professional  people  not  de- 
cidedly in  the  line  of  gentlemen^  A 
contempt  for  every  thing  city,  or 
lx>urgeois,  forms  a  part  of  the  instruc- 
tion of  young  people  of  fashion:  this 
is  certainly  very  blameable,  however 
it  may  be  extenuated  by  the  citizen 
•r  bourgeois  deserting  their  own  cha- 
racters>  and  assuming  the  cast  airs  of 
quality. 

It  seems  doubtful,  whether  manners 
really  have  improved  by  breaking  the 
connexion   that  subsisted  in   feudal  , 
times  between  the  chieftain  and  his 

vassals 
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vustals.  It  might,  now  that  the  sworcl 
of  civil  discord  sleeps,  and  the  rage  of. 
family  animosity  has  ceased,  be  con« 
verted  into  a  most  powerful  means  of 
improving  the  habits  of  every  order« 
and  correcting  the  faults  of  alL  But 
then  the  nobleman  and  \}is  dependants 
must  not  meet  on  terms  of  equality** 
The  yeoman's  wife  must  not  afiroot 
the  baroness,  by  adopting  her  para- 
phernalia, or  aping  her  tables  nor 
must  the  baroness  invite  her  rustie 
neighbours  to  laugh  at  the  simplicitjr 
which  it  is  her  interest  to  cherish  \ 
I  am  indulging  an  Utopian  idea,  thai 
a  spot  in  this  island  can  still  be  found, 
in  which  affectation  and  false  refine* 
ment  has  not  corrupted  the  manners 
of  the  inhabitants;  who  therefore  look 
up  to  their  superiors  ag  to  their  bene«^ 

*  Sec  Letter  the  XlVtIk 
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fStotors  and  fri^ncfe,  without  «nvyV  and 
irtttroiit  aoy  ridiculoiia^  intention  of 
imitating  a  style  unsuitable  to  tbeir 
station,  and  derogatory  to  their  char 
jracters.  Cou W  swrh  beings  be  found, 
stirely  occasional  inlercourse  between 
respectful  gratitude  »nd  generous  af- 
fahiHty^  mrght  afford  superior  ptea- 
anre  to  wliat  the  best-conducted 
masqtierade^rer.bestojved;  asthemis- 
tress  of  the  ftast  would  enjoy  th^cer* 
thinly  of  givitrg-  deiight,  and  the  par* 
ftkera  of  it  would  no*  find  \tdiffkuU  te 
express  gratifieatioi!'.  Such  meetings 
ir&uld  also  prove  a  n^obte  school  of  in- 
a*rB<rtron  t«o-  tiie  rising  branches  erf  a 
gentleman's  fi^mrily^  wfie  would  thw 
eontemplate  characters  with  whom 
tirey  had  no  other  means  of  becoming 
iequaintedj  and  practice  duties  ftf 
which  the  ordinary  routine  of  high 
life,    as  divided  hrto  London,    Bath, 

and 


4ind  siumneT  excursioas,  leave9  ti0 
opening.  By  {earning  the  pursuitf, 
resources,  and  difKciikies  of  cla^qs 
not  remotely  separated  from  their  own, 
they  would  imbibe  a  strong  attacb- 
weirt  to  the  obligation^  of  justice,  and 
^rauld  correct  (hat  ctrtminal  thoiigfat- 
iessneas  which  impeckfi  the  fulfilmenlt 
ttff  the  dfvine  preet^pt,  **  Whatsoever 
^^yt  would  that  eitlie«8  (shoukl  do  ft) 
•*  you,  -do  ye  even  so  to  tbeni, "  '3i!ha(f 
4iirouJd'6iee  ;(and  ^urdly^ti)  ^ee  isftoad- 
Imire)  that  blunt  ii>t^lligenee  which 
forms  a  predominant  fcatuve  in  theikrue 
£nglisbman;  They  v^ould  obsernei 
'boldness  of  remark,  originality  of  ide^, 
^nd  all  those  peculioir'tritits  of  cli^rao^ 
tker  which  courtly  r/efinemcnt  m^l^s 
into  one  >ma8s.  A  morning  $pent  iix 
unmeaning -shopping,  Avould  then^aif- 
♦ford  less  retrospective  pleasure  to  in- 
doltsnt  beauty  ;  and  the.  foreseen,  p^ 

Q  9  plexities 
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|ifexities  of  »  disappointed  tradesBim 
vWould  arrest  tke  profusioii  of  the  proN* 
digaL  Patronage,  too,  would  be  tbins 
assisted  in  discharging  its  highly-re- 
sponsible trust;  and  merit  wouki  hare 
some  hope  of  obtaining  that  attention 
ivhich  would  divert  the  smiles  of  great- 
iiess  from  parasites  and  mercenaries^ 
irhom  sickly  vanity  or  capricious  folly 
(confined  to  the  partial  sphere  of  dd« 
fnestic  observatiou).selected  as  pfoper 
objects  of  reward.  But,  hoM^cver  the 
middle  orders  may  suffer  from  the  coM 
fcaughtin^ss,  the  conti-acted  vrews,  of 
the  careless  disregard  of  greatness, 
they  shoukl  remember,  that  till  they 
substitute  nf>odesty;  humility,  and  sim- 
plrcity  of  manner,  in  the  room  of  that 
dashing  air  of  equality  which  they 
esteem  so  genteel,  mutual  disgust 
must  increase  that  distance  which  it  i^ 
the  interest  of  both  parties  to  diminish 
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by  mutual  kindness.  Such  condnfit 
our  holy  faitb  inculcates ;  and  the  coii' 
^ideration  of  what  this  qountry  noAr  it^ 
leads  uft  to  consider  what  it  would  be^ 
come,  supposing  we  were  Christiana 
in  practice  as  wdl  as  in  name« 
,  The  lukewarm  religion  of  the  fa- 
shionable worlds  i»  the  last  topic  thai! 
mean  to  discuss  in  this  letter.  I  aaa 
•told,  that  the  aspect  of  the  times  im- 
proves  in  externals ;  and  that,  except 
^  a  few  professed  infidels  and  notorious 
demireps,  ladies  think  themselves 
bound  to  consecrate  one  hour  of  the 
Sabbath  by  appearing  at  some  place 
of  public  worship.  But  the  claims  of 
ianother  world  are  not  to  be  commuted 
by  such  a  slight  penance;  the  offer-^ 
Jng  of  prayer  and  praise  must  not  be 
immediately  succeeded  by  the  sacrifice 
pf  fools.  The  denunciations  of  the 
law,  and  the  promises  of  the  gospel, 

a  4  most 


no^t  b%  intditated  upbti  in  private^ 
and  the  preacher's  exKortatioBs  must 
*J)roduce  other  effects  fhah  a  cottipH- 
inent  to  the  elegance  of  his  manner, 
the  perspicuity  df  his  language,  and 
the  happiness  of  his  allusions.  The 
Christian  mother,  too,  like  pioUs  Han- 
tiah,  should  take  (5are  to  bring  bet 
ydung  oiFspring  to 'God  as  sdon  as  th^ 
tfati  be  taught  habits  of  Jsttentiotf; 
^aBd  the  mistress  of  a  family  should  i<* 
Bolve  with  Joshua,  that'shie  ^^  and  b^r 
**  household  would  serye  the  liordi** 
It  must  also  be  remehibered,  that  ovir 
thurch  has  two  services,  correspond- 
ing with  the  divinely-instituted  moril- 
^ng  and  evening  \vdrship  of  the  tabef- 
bicIiB.  Nor  is  this  all ;  religion  biks 
Tier  private  as  well  as  her  public  du- 
ties; meditation,  prayer,  and  reading 
HMt  holy  scriptures,  require  retire- 
'liBfetit.  -She  who  passes  the  day  in  -a 
•  crowcl| 


•  crowd,  catn>ot  abstract  bentboygihts 
from  teiQporal  objects  ;  -^milar  sceojss 
must  excite  similar  ideas,  and  the  pur- 
suits of  vanity  will  be%accompaniedJI|y 
their  usual  round  of  agitations  and 
cares.    The  lady  who  tbua  attenfipts  (to 

.  divide  her  JSabbath  between  God  ai^d 
MammW,  feels  indeed  the  servitude 
of  both,  but  loses  the  reward  affixed 
:  to  the  spiritual  duty  ;  ;I  mean  the  flie- 
.  rcnity,  the  renewed  strength,  and  the 
.  refreshment  which-' a  Sunday  <spent  in 

•  the  bosom  of  domestic  enjoyment  aijd 
cheerful  piety  never  fails  to  bestow. 

I  feary  my  dear  youqg  friend,  I  hav6 
•wearied  you  by  this  long  review  of 
r  abandoned,  frivolous,  or  capricious  cha- 
-  racters ;  who,  by  intruding  upon  pub- 
«.Iic  attention^  calltheniiselves  the  world, 
^-ftud  in  the  clamour  of  their  vices  and 
tf(t>Uies  drown  tfie-mild  voice  of  retirfffl 
♦jgoodoow.  ,*Liam  con viticedy .that  ev^n 
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"  in  tht  fcsgiiest  circle  of  feshioa  tile 
fiumber  of  really  excellent  women  far 
exceed  the  profligate  and  thoughtless; 
tut  as^^  they  are  not  "ravished  by  tfee 

•  **  whistling  of  a  natne,'^'  they  choose 
-to  let  their  modesir M^orth  pa«8  silently 

jilong^  content  with  domestie>  affec* 
tion,  friendship,  and  cordial' esteem. 
Do  not  misconstrue  those  observation* 
HI  to  a  general  satire  on  birth  and  afr 
fiuence>  which  proceed  from*  a  convic- 
tion that  vice  owes  her  most  dange- 
rous allurements  to  a  fake  idea  of  her 
being  universal,  and  that  slie  afiordS' 
exquisite  though  temporary  enjoy- 
ments. In  speaking  of  the  fashion- 
able world,  I'  adopt  a  well-known 
phrase,  which  implies  unity  and  popu- 
loftsness;  but  I  know  that  it  contains* 

•  jnany    inhabitants*  who   ar*e    discon- 
*^ented  with  its- laws,  and  many  wKo, 

though  they  are  ranked  among*  its  ci^ 
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tfzens,  yet  never  bowed  down  to  itisr 
idiols.  It  is  \ry  hsh  t')  prevent  that 
which  is  in  itself  detestable^  from 
being  adapted  as  fashionable ;  being 
aware  that  the  unguarded  are  often 
cheated  out  of  those  principles  by  thqf 
magic  of  a  name,  M^hich  they  would 
not  sacrifice  to  passion,  or  yield  to 
criminal  importunity. 

Your  Jenient  temper  may  probably 
.  think  that  I  have  treated  the  mere  fine 
la<ly,  the  pretty  butterfly  of  vanity, 
with  too  much  severity;  butifIcoul4 
awaken  these  triflersfrom  their  dangair- 
ous  torpor,  surely  severity  would  b^ 
mercy.  They  are  pro]bably  responsible 
for  many  misemployed  talents,  at  least 
they  are  sporting  with  that  important 
irust,  existence.  While  they  falsely 
conceive  themselves  sent  into  the 
world  to  display  their  beauty,  their 
kp^i^hmeiits^  and  their  taate,  lile 
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other  sex,  our  minds  were  less  enabled 
by  nature  and  education  to  resist 
these  sophists,  who  never  could  endure 
the  Ithuriel  spear  of  learning  and 
deep  investigation. 

Religious  knowledge  will. enable  us 
to  avoid  this  snare ;  and  from  my  zeal 
to  recommend  this  defensive  armour  to 
the  youth  of  both  sexes,  I  have  been 
accused  of  enforcing  theological  erudi- 
tion at  the  expense  of  religious  prac- 
tice.    I  can  only  say,  that  such  was 
not  my  design;    the  most  guarded 
.  language,  however,  cannot  prevent  m- 
tentional  misconstruction.      Many  of 
our  first  divines,    in  ttie  arguments 
which  they  oppose  to  the  opinions  of 
certain  schismatics,  affirm,  that  though 
our   Lord   improved   morality  to  its 
highest  possible  perfection,  by  remov- 
ing it  from  external  behaviour  to  the 
lieart,  his  design,  in  coming  into  the 

world, 


"^liich'lias  been  dfenijed  to  genius  ett? 
'rifclicd  by  learning, '  and  enforced  by 
-thbSe    strong  ^oWfers    of   argument 
"which  result  from  the  united  bounty 
of  liatu^e  and  education.     A  recollec- 
tion of  the  candid  treatment  A¥bich  I 
^have  fbhneriy  experienced  from  the 
^piibKc  encourages  me  to  hope  thatnfy 
'inotires  for  this  diidertaking  will  ap6- 
•  logize  for  its  deficiencies.     Works  t>n 
''religian-^nd  morals,  in  this  country, 
^cfan  tarely  pretend  to  any  novelty, 
"^eSside  the  title  and  the  arraifgcmefit; 
but  the  mere  name  of  something  ne^v 
bestows  a  momentary  celebrity  on  even 
Jejune  productions;  while  the  sterling 
^Compositions   which   they  modernize 
sleep  in  the  library.    But  if,  while  em- 
ployed in  reading  a  recent  appeal  to 
their  consciences,  one  profligate  should 
be  converted,    one    prejudiced  mind 
illuminated;  one  wayering  understand- 


tng  fixedj  or  one  thoughtless  h^^g 
awakened  from  the  dream  of  vanity, 
I  may  hope  for  more  ihaii  an  tarthly 
reward,  provided  my  adnioni*  ions  are 
dictated  by  singkntss  of  heart  *4ad  up- 
right fiess  of  intention. 

That  you  approve  the  instructions 
which  you  so  little  need,  makes  that « 
pleasure  which  would  otherwise  be  a 
laborious  task.     Adieu,  my  dear  Miss 

M ;   may  we  never  waste  the  ricli 

legacy  of  friendship  which  was  sa 
tenderly  bequeathed  to  us,  prays  your 
wucerely  aft'ectionate  friend^  &c. 
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LETTER  V. 

On  Religious  Knowledge^  and  the  pecu^ 
liar  Notions.  ^  Calvin^ 
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We  liave  considered  what  our  sex  was^ 
intendecl  to  be  by  natare^  and  M'hat 

'  criminal  or  ridiculous,  compliances 
irith  the  eapri<;es  of  vanity  and  affec* 

'  tatiou  would  make  us. '  We  have  ex- 
amined the  inroads  that  luxury  and 
wealth  have  made  'm  our  manners  and 
comforts,  and  the  temptations  to  which: 
we  are  exposed  from  the  celebrity  that 
&shion  often  attaches  ta  folly,  and 
sometimes  to  vice.  We  have  also 
seen  the  uecessity  of  consideration;. 
Wt  consideration  b  of  no  avail,,  unless^ 
the  mind  is  prepared  by  previous  iu- 

structioc^^ 


stfuction,  to  render  its  own  reflections 
valuable.  If  criminal  desires,  vain 
pursuits,  and  irritable  passions,  follow 
us  to  our  closets,  they  will  never  be- 
come the  school  of  wisdom. 

The  mistakes  into  which  the  most 

superior  understanding  is  apt  to  fall, 

when  hurridd  on  by  an  overweening 

confidence  in  its  own  powers,    must 

-strike  everyobserver  of  human  nature. 

'Genius,  indeed,  often- absurdly  affects 

'singularity,  and  diminishes  both  its 

'respectability  and  its  happiness  by^a 

settUd  determination   to  differ  from 

other  people.    The  dangerous  mistakes 

^4o  which  this  self-dependance  betrays 

^thcse  who  af e  so  unhappy  as  to  cherish 

4t,^  should  make  us  rejoice  that  custom 

''-has  immemorially^  considered  humility 

'6f  judgment  to  be  requisite  to  women. 

^The  general  docility  of  our  nnder- 

•^tandings^diiptostofta  ralh«r-td  receive 

dogmas, 
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dogmas,  than  to  build  systems;  and 
the  liveliness  of  our  sensibilities  rathet 
iits  us  for  the  exercise  of  ardent  devo- 
tion, than  for  the  indulgence  of  cbill- 
^gdcHibts  and  perplexing  discussions. 
We  pity  the  weakness  of  our  sex, 
when  we  see  a  sister  deviate  into  en- 
tfailsiasm  or  superstition;  but  when 
-ifae  turns  -a  declaiming  deist  or  coir- 
tenftious'iceptic,  we  look  upon  her  A 
^n  HfitiitUra;!  incnister  or  frightful  pro* 

*!gy. 

"fftfm  the  time  that  ^pure  religion 
emerged  from  tlife  corrtiptions  of  pa- 
pal itn|)OsitiOn,  to  the  middle  of  the 
idst  tf^ntary,  no  6x\e  doubted  that  this 
best'rtethckl  of  arming  ah  inexpe- 
ridilded  girl  for  the  perilous  coiiilidt 
"which  she  would  be  called  to  sustain 
istgaiflst  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the 
•devil,  Would  be  by  intrusting  her  with 
"  the  shield  of  faith,"  and  teaching 

"  her 
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^'  her  to  wield  the  sword  of  the  spirif, 
^^  even  the  word  of  God.'*  Our  ao* 
ccstors  knew  that  these  were  the  wcs^ 
pons  with  which  the  Captain  of  qur 
salvation  defeated  the  prince  of  dark- 
ness/ when  he  made  that  memorable 
and  instructive  assault  upon  hhn  in 
the  wilderness,  and  vainly  hoped  thai 
ambition,  presumption*,  or  tke  infirmih 
ties  incident  to  hit  a^umed  nature, 
might^  induce  him  to  defeat  the  endi 
of  his  incarnation.  Our  ancestor^ 
poor  indeed  in  pkilosophhtiQal  illumi- 
nism,  but  rich  in  heavenly  wisdoti]^ 
did  not  suspect  that  by  imprinting  tb^ 
Christian  doctrines  deeply  on  ibe 
minds  of  their  daughters,  they  fctterdl 
them  with  prejudices;  nor  did  they 
suppose  that  they  would  make  better 
womcD,  by  being  kept  in  profound  ig- 
norance of  the  gospel  terms  of  salva- 
tion, till   their  understandings  were 

arrived 
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arrived  at  maturity,  and  enabled  to 

meet  their  spiritual  pastor  M'ith  the 

bold  objections  of  an  expert  caviller. 

They  reverenced  the  book  of  God,  they 

sincerely  reverenced  it  j  but  they  never 

thought  that  from  motives  of  respect 

they  ought  to  withhold  it  from  child* 

hood,  much  less  from  youth.    They 

Bever  suspected,  that  the  awful  simpli-^ 

city  of  its  narratives  could  contaminate 

the  innocent  ignorance  of  juvenile  mo* 

desty;  and  though  the  sacred  volume 

contained    many  abstruse   doctrines, 

they  ever  found  it  easy   to  repress 

the  inquiries  of  awakened  intelligence 

when  they  verged  on  indecorous  cur 

riosity,  by  remarking  that  in  time  they 

would  have  clearer  notions  than  whait 

their  tender  age  now  permitted  them 

to  entertain,  tho\igh  the  full  develope- 

ment  of  mystery  was  reserved  for  anor 

tbcr  state  bf  existence,. 

The 
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The  iiicheftitigabhe  assiduity  of  infidd 

philosophers  has  given  popularity  to 

Hother  principles  of  instruction ;  and, 

Ainder  the  pretence  of  avoiding  ssi- 

^rstitious  prepossessions,  the  minds 

X)f  young  women  are  now  often  'suli- 

3:ected  to  every  impression  that  wiil 

prevent  them  frotn   makiDjg^  rirai- 

-cd  religion  their  future  choioe:;  ?fiBii 

mill  a  tational  being  lever  <submst  tto 

-ft  fcodc  of  laws  of  which  it  ncitto 

^ees  'the  utility  isior  the  ^bUgatkni^ 

'Assut^ed  that  morality  will  make  ^ber 

igood,    that  science  will   enrich  her 

yviih  wisdom,    and  that   accomplish- 

inents  create  elegance,   what  is  (there 

in  the  iprecepts  of  the  .gospel,  br  in 

the  lives  of  itJs  professors,  to  induce 

her  to  make  it  ^a  voluntary   choice, 

especially  when  she  is  told  that  she  i» 

free  to  reject  it,  and  to  choose  the 

laws   by  which  she  ^hail  i)e  judged. 

Liberality 
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tjihet^Mty  looks  as  well  m  charity; 
iJDfiscioiis  merit  has  a  more  imposing 
air  than  hu  mi  lily ;  a  SuiKiay  rout  seema 
More  pleasant  than  family  devotion  i 
9od  if  faitJ)  an4  holiness  are  not  ne-- 
#Msafy  passports  to  a  better  state  of 
Mristence,  tbe  woman  of  the  world  is 
ft>r  the  most  part  a  more  desirable 
eompa«i6n  than  the  pious  Christian. 
If  tke  task  of  religious  instruction  be 
lk)t  begun  while  (earning  is  a  duty, 
I  kM>w  »ot  at  what  period  of  life  the 
waA  will  feel  its'  own   deficiencies, 
aod  set  about  acquiring  what  it  per- 
ceives that  it  can  do  very  well  without. 
The  seeds  of  science  are  sown  in  chiW* 
bMd,"  aind  left  to  ripen  with  our  years; 
aad^yet  we  do  not  hear  of  prejudiced 
geographers,   astvonomers,  or  mathe- 
maticians.    As  the  understanding  un- 
folds, clearer  views  are  obtained;  the 
WBtdknenH  by  whidi  we  gained  our 

first 
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lir&t  ideas  arc  neglected,  the  c^fey.  but 
perhaps  indirect  terms  by  which  wd 
were  enabled  to  conceive  objects  fair 
removed  from  our  observation  art 
disused,  and  one  comprehensive  word 
conveys  to  us  the  meaning  which  we 
first  learnt  by  a  long  sentence.  The 
first  ptinciplea  of  religion  are  not  more 
difficult  to  be  conveyed  to  the  mind 
of  a  child,  than  the  rules  of  grammar; 
and  they  who  affirxn  that  they  have  ^ 
tendency  to  cloud  the  understanding, 
and  limit  the  bounds  of  ingenuouf 
research,  must  urge  their  false  tenets 
to  hearers  alike  destitute  of  historical 
knowledge  and  personal  observation. 
But  we  will  suppose  a  young  wo- 
man, hitherto  uninstructed  in  the  pre- 
cepts and  doctrines  of  revelation,  pos- 
sessed of  sufficient  humility  of  mind 
to  think  all  her  literary  and  polite  at* 
tainments  insufficient.    We  will  fancy 

her 


bcT  SO  ingenuously  disposed,  as  not  to 
ttart  at  several  mysterious  passages  in 
the  scripture,  which  bear  hard  upon 
the  pride  of  reason,  when  it  has  been 
previously  nurtured  in  the  school  of 
deism;  and  that  she  does  not  shrink 
from  many  positive  injunctions  inimi* 
cal  to  the  opinions  and  habits  that 
ifae  has  long  been  accustomed  to  adopt. 
Wc  will  imagine,  (contrary  to  the  ex- 
perience of  all  who  have,  in  latter 
times,  attempted  to  make  adult  con- 
'  verts  among  those  who  are  totally  des- 
titute of  religious  knowledge)  that 
she  will  find  her  new  studies  easy;  and 
we  will  even  grant  that  their  difficul- 
ties will  not  be  increased  by  the  in^ 
tended  disciples  having  ever  resided 
in  a  diristian  country,  against  the 
creed  of  which  (since  she  has  not 
adopted  it)  she  must  certainly  have 
conceived  either  contempt  or  dislike. 

We 
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VFc  must  suppose,  that  her  estrly  in- 
structors have  been  $)>l0  to  give  spflop 
satisfactory  reason  (which  we  c%n»Qt 
4rvine)  why  this  knowledge  h^a  l^^eu 
ao  long  withbeldly  ajod  also  have  coo- 
yiuceil  her  that  there  ia  nmv  an,  104^^ 
rious  necessity  for  her  being  acquaii^t" 
ed  with  her  titl$  to  eternity,  tbougb 
if  she  had  died  younger  she  ne^  oot 
have  known  it.  W^  must  believe  ber 
willing  to  renounce  what  appears  Hk^ 
safe  ignorance,  and  desirojis  to  incur 
the  fearful  responsibility  which  ari^ei 
from  knowing  her  duty.  After  aU 
these  allowances,  we  must  stjU  ask 
how  will  she  have  tim^  to  hecome  a 
Christian  ?  A  young  woman  of  fashioa 
jhas  npt  an  hour  to  8pai:e,  ^cai;cely  one 
disengaged  moment,  in  which  aliacaa . 
pursue  reflection  and  .sjtrengthen  coa- 
viction ;  and  young  women  in  Ijum.-^ 
hkx  life  are  almoot  a^  fiiUy.occupiMsf 

fo 
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for  they  must  improve  their  school- 
accomplishments,  and  make  those  or* 
naments  in  the  morning  which  their 
evening  engagements  will  call  upon 
them  to  display.    And  yet,  if  they  be- 
come Christians  from   conviction  at 
,this  period  of  their  lives,  they  must 
encounter  the  labours  of  a  philosopher 
with  the  courage  of  a  hero.     They 
must  be  argued  out  of  the  deism  ia 
which  they  have  been  tutored,  and 
persuaded  to  renounce  the  motives  and 
habits  which  they  have  been  taught 
to  adopt     *'  It   is  one   thing,"  says 
Dr.  Waterland,   **  to  understand  the 
**  doctrine,  and  quite  another  to  be 
'*  master  of  the  controversy."    A  girl 
n^ith  a  common  capacity^  who  has  re- 
ceived an  ordinary  education  on  Chris- 
tian principles,  knows  enough  to  en- 
tertain notions   that  are  sufficiently 
clear  to  her  own  judgment,  though  she 
TOL»  I.  It  may 
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Miay  not  be  able  to  answer  every  ob- 
jection that  may  be  urged  against  her 
belief;  but  adult  cdnverts  must  exa- 
mine step  by  step  the  evidences  on 
which  our  faith  is  built,  and  miist  be 
able  to  confute  all  gainsaying,  before 
their  new  opinions  can  be  said  to  be 
confirmed.  And  after  they  have  done 
all  this,  they  will  still  have  their  church 
to  choose;  and  the  pre'fensions  of  every 
denomination  of  Christians  must  be 
examined  before  they  can  properly 
determine.  This  is  requiring  more 
labours  from  every  private  member  of 
our  congregation,  thtih  our  ecclesias- 
tical constitutions  impose  upon  those 
who  are  to  be  masters  in  our  Israel. 
The  longest  life  (allowing  for  those 
interruptions  which  our  new  instruc- 
tors cannot  pretend  to  exclude)  would 
hot  be  sufficient  to  complete  these  cofi' 
^erts  of  reason^  who  are  supposed  to  be 

so 
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tio  much  preferable  to  what  are  scorn- 
fully called  htreditary  believers.  And 
when  they  are  completed,  what  wouM 
they  do  to  promote  their  own  happi- 
ness, or  that  of  others  ?  The  labour  of 
acquiring  the  theory  of  duty,  would 
occupy  that  season  of  life  which  ought 
to  be  devoted  to  the  practice ;  there 
WDulH  be  much  scholastic  discussion, 
and  few  Christian  graces.  Yet  those 
who  recommend  this  method  of  disci- 
plining the  Avorld,  are  the  loudest  in 
declaiming  against  the  effects  that 
theological  controversy  has  upon  the 
heart  and  understanding.  The  dry 
disquisitions  of  schoolmen  and  divine^ 
(for  these  disputants  are  always  cou- 
pled,  though  nothing  can  be  more 
dissimilar)  is  the  favourite  topic  of 
abuse  and  ridicule  •among  those  who 
seek  to  form  a  nation  of  controver- 
sialirts,  and  to  forbid  even  a  Moman 
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from  clinging  to  the  mercies  of  her 
Saviour,  unless  she  can  refute  iU  the 
gainsaying  of  infidels ;  nay,  she  must 
herself  have  been  reclaimed  from 
dqism  by  the  power  of  argument.  I  by 
,  no  means  insinuate,  that  such  a  con- 
version is  impossible.  I  only  main" 
tain,  that  it  will  be  attended  with  $o 
^many  difficulties  that  it  must  be  too 
rare  to  be  depended  upon  as  a  certain 
consequence. 

We  might  now  appeal  to  statesmen 
and  legislators,  who  know  the  political 
importanceof  religious  restraints,  whe- 
ther it  be  safe  to  run  such  a  risk  of 
national  infidelity.  Ourlawsare found- 
ed on,  or  at  least  adapted  to,  our  reli- 
gion ;  our  habits  grow  out  of  both; 
our  well-beingas  a  people  is  intimately 
bound  and  connected  with  the  sincerity 
and  universality  of  our  Christian  pro- 
fession, I  introduce  this  motive,  be- 
cause, 


S65 

cause,  though  a  free-thinker  may  re-* 
Dounce  his  God,  his  creed  obliges  him 
to  call  himself  a  patriot,  and  conse- 
ffucntly  he  must  affect  to  love  his 
country;  It  is  acknowledged  too,  that 
in  his  individual  capacity  no  husband 
desh^ies  to  have  his  wife  destitute  c^* 
principle,  nor  his  daughters  atheists; 
however  convenient  it  may  be  to  his 
passions,  that  other  women  should  not 
be  influenced  by  those  restrictions. 

Wc  may  safely  lay  it  down  as  a' po- 
sition, that  religion  must  he  faiight  in 
youth,  lest  it  should  not  be  taught  at 
all,  or  lest  \ve  should  see  the  doughty 
disputant  forget  devotion,  humility, 
and  charity ;  the  times  also  require  that 
it  should  be  thoroughlj/  taught.  Let 
th€  young  Christian  be  well  versed  in 
the  principles  of  her  faith,  and  the 
ground  on  which  it  stands ;  she  will 
often  hear  those  principles  ridiculed, 

B  3  and 


366 

ami  she  will  seethat  foundation  sapped. 
You  will  not  accuse  me  of  contradict- 
ing my  assertions  concerning  the  bad 
effete ts  of  controversial  studies ;  for  it 
i»  very  different,  to  Ze^frw -doctrines 
while  assisted  by  the  simplicity,  hu- 
liijity,  and,  docility  of  childhood.; 
an<l  to  be  r^u^wed  into-  their  verity, 
wlv^i^you  have  long  been  under  the 

i)3((](M4ilP6i^<^o.<>^^i*^^I  habits  and  per- 
tina.QJiftrtJjsopwHpu^.  j^V  naiuji  wider 
^^'^8  ^f  Jearnittg  nnu3t.bQ  gone  ovtT 
invtii|,l^l^t^e/,case,  than  wlieu  our  in* 
slKujctionei  a^e  limited  by  the  design  of 
e^arblii;}(g  our  pupils  to  give  **  a  reason 
**  foir.th'C  hope  that  is  in  them.''  We 
,nnay;  understand  the  Copernican  sys* 
t^m  of  the  heavens,  without  being  able 
iQ  refute  Tycho  Brahe's;  and  w^e  may 
adopt  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  theory  of 
gravitation,  without  knowing  how  to 
disprove  the  absurdity  of  Descartes*s 

vortices. 
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vortices.  Hereditary  belief  and  bliud 
acquiescence  hav.e  been  exposed  .  to 
n]ucji  ceusmc;  and  yet  I  trust,  in 
times  when  religious  disputation  was 
unknown,  and  in  situations  to  which 
it  has  never  penetrated,  many  a  sin- 
cere and  humble  soul  has  found  them 
passports  to  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and 
1  fear  too  many  individuals  have  rea- 
son  to  lament  their  natural  tendency 
to  doubt  and  scrutiny  in  matters  of 
faith.  We,  however^  admit,  that  in  a 
general  point  of  view  religion  has  been 
benefited  by  the  violence  of  her  as- 
sailants. Her  evidences  have  been 
examined;  her  mysteries  cleared  of 
many  adventitious  incumbrances;  the 
errors  which  had  been  surreptitiously 
introduced  into  her  doctrines    have 

i 

been  exploded  ;  and  her  pure  precepts 
have  been  more  clearly  enforced,  and 
more  beautifully  develppied. 

r4i  Wc 


368 

We  now  live  in  times  peculiarly 
dangerous  to  pur  faith ;  yet  it  seems  as 
if  the  good  providence  of  God  had 
proportionably  multiplied  our  protec- 
tions. Hosts  of  learned,  intelligent, 
and  liberal  divines,  have  rallied  around 
the  insulted  cross  of  their  blessed  mas-* 
ter.  A  woman  in  humble  circum- 
stances, with  common  abilities  and 
moderate  information,  may  now  know 
more  of  the  religion  she  professes, 
than  any  but  the  most  studious  could 
acquire  three  hundred  years  ago.  As 
satanical  zeal  has  increased  in  violence, 
so  the  pious  champions  of  our  faith' 
have  roused  with  fresh  vigour  to  the 
combat.  Pernicious  doctrines  have 
been  multiplied  and  familiarised  in 
every  form  ;  and  the  most  eminent 
scholars  of  the  age  have  also,  by  po-> 
pular  treatises,  and  even  by  addresses 
to  the  lowest  vulgar,  repelled  their 

assail- 
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as^aiknts.     The  subscribers  to  a  mar- 
ket-town  circulating   library,    when 
they  choose  their  novel  or  their  play^ 
may  truly  say,  **  my  Imne  and  anti- 
"  dote  are  both  before  me."    This  is- 
cer'tainly  coiTsolatory ;    but  the  assti-' 
ranee  that  our  principles  M^ill  beks-- 
saulted,  either  by  books  or  conversa*  ^ 
tion,   renders  it  no  longer  safe  for  us 
to  rest  in  thslt  limited  hiformation- 
which  was  once  thought  sufficient  for 
our  sex;    and  since  we  may  become 
enlightened  Christians,  without  such 
expense  of  time,   and  hazard  of  out 
pccuHar  character,  as  make*  it  tmad-* 
visable  for  us  to  be  in  general  deep 
readers,  it  most  strictly  behoves  us  to 
profit  by  the  judicious '  instructions 
which  have  been  adapted  to  our  capa* 
city  and  leisure ;  not  in  order  that  we 
may  become  drsputants,  but  to  prevent 
our  being  "  tossed   about  by  every 

ViS  '*  wind 
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"  wind  of  doctrine,"  or  seduced  by 
the  evil  spirits  who  are  sure  to  attempt 
our  destruction. 

Thp  above  observations,   my  dear 

MissM ^  lead  us  to  conclude,  that 

we  loust  not  re&t  in  what  our  parents 
do  for  us ;  but  that  we  should  in  our 
riper  years  build  upon  the  foundation 
which  they  laid  in  childhood,  in  order 
that;Our  religious  knowledge  may  keep 
pace  with  our  other  improvements.  I 
remarked  in  my  last  letter,  that  the 
vfoxk  of  education  is  as  endless  a  la- 
bpur,  so  far  as  relates  to  accomplish- 
ments, as  th€  task  of  Sisyphus;  for 
gfpwn  ladies  and  gentlemen  learning 
to  dancC;  sing,  draw,  or  even  walk,  is 
now  too  frequent  to  excite  ridicule. 
But  it  would  be  a  serious  misfortune, 
i^  while  the  hoary  head  must  bend 
and  the  stiffiined  joints  relax,  to  ac- 
quire the  graces,  and  to  excel  in  the 

amuse- 
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amusements  of  youtb,  the  studies  most 
proper  for  mature  and  declining  life 
should  be  laid  aside  the  ipoment  the  ' 
girl  is  emancipated  froip  the  sway  of 
the  govern€S3*     If,  to  encourage  in- 
dustry and  gratify  opulence,  we  permit, 
the  order  of  thQ  seasons  to  be  reversed, 
zjid  suffer  the  fruits  and   flowers  of 
aummer  to  adorn  winter,  who  in  re- 
turn gives  his  ices  to  the  fervid  hours 
of  July,  let  the  products  of  reason  be 
st.ill  restrained  to  their TZ^/wra/ periods. 
The  aim  of  modern  ed.ucation  is,  to 
lauke  children  prematurely  wise  ;  but 
%%  the  forced  plant  wastes  its  vigour 
^y  its  early  redundance ;  so  the  human 
mind  seldom  fulfils  that  promise  of 
future  excellence,  wbicKan  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  early  cultivation  de- 
ceitfully cherishes;  it  generally  stops 
ata certain pointof impro,vement;  and 
when  we  expected  our  assiduity  to  pro- 
duce a  genius,  the  labouring  mountain 

K  Q.  brings 
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brings  fortli  a  coxcomb  *.  This  tnttst 
be  tlie  consequence  of  a  system,  which 
stops  too  soon  in  essentials,  and  goes 
on  too  long  in  mere  appendages;  which 
Supposes  a  girl  of  fifteen  sufficiently" 
taught  in  what  relates  to  her  eternal 
interests;  and  that  a  woman  of  fifty 
must  receive  lessons  from  a  fashion- 
able music  master,  that  she  may  cxe^ 
cute  a  new  tune  with  all  its  scientifical 
ffourishes. 

Religious  instruction,  therefore,  is 
of  a  twofold  nature.  It  should  be 
commenced  early,  not  to  instil  pre- 
judices, but  to  guard  against  prepos- 
sessions, and  to  impress  the  learner's 
mind  with  a  proper  conviction  of  the 
importance  of  the  work.  This  instruc- 
tion must  be  ever  suited  to  the  age 
and  understanding  of  the  pupil,  both  in 
Biatter  and  degree;  but  when  the  girl 
writes  woman,  let  the  mother  deeply 

*  Sec  Letter  XIIL 
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ihipress  upon  her  daughter's  mind  thi* 
solemn  consideration,  that  as  religion 
discloses  to  us  another  world,  in  which 
the  employment  of  the  blessed,  during 
the  circling  years  of  eternity,  will  be 
to  know  and  to  adore  God,  if  we  would 
enjoy  the  promised  heaven,  we  must 
in  this  Iffe  cnltivate  those  habits.  For 
the  soul  carries  with  it  the  propensities 
that  it  acquired  below;  and  how  shall 
we  become  meet  for  the  society  of 
angels,  if  we  neither  understand  nor 
flight  in  their  occupations  ? 

•  Thescientifical  turn  which  education 
has  lately  taken,  increases  the  necessity 
for  early  impressing  on  the  juvenile 
mind  a  sense  of  the  divine  authority 
of  scripture,  and  of  the  insufficiency 
of  human  reason  to  discover  the  ori- 
gin and  end  of  man.  Women  are  sel- 
dom very  deeply  versed  in  any  branch 
^  philosophy;    and  %  smattering  of 

♦  '  science 
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science  is,  ex^tremely  apt  to  produce 
that  dependenoe  upon  second  caiisQ^ 
which  is  one  of  the  s.troBg  holds  of 
deism  in  weak  minds.  A  half-in 
formed  young  woman,  M'hen  she  has 
found  out  the  immfidiafe  reason  of  ve* 
getation,  congelation,  or  any  elemeu- 

• 

tary  process,  is  too  apt  to  think  that 
she  has  discovered  a//,   without  ex- 
tending her  views  to  the  great  God 
who^tfirst  endowed  matter  with  those 
wonderful  {properties  which  it  has  pos- 
sessed for  many  thousand  years,  and 
without  whose  continual  influence  eve- 
ry movement  in  the  stupendous  raa^ 
chine  of  nature  would  become  confused 
and  disordered.     The  danger  of  the 
young  student's  views  being  thus  li^ 
mited,  is  increased  by  the  prevalent 
use  of  terms,  adopted,  perhaps,  from  a 
persuasion  that  they  are  comprehen- 
sive,  but  wliichr  an  eminent   scholar 

and 
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9tfid  diyiiie*  proves  to  be  unphiloso-^ 
pbical;  audi  as  ''the  poAver  of  attrac- 
*'  tion,  the  law  of  vegetation,  the  order 
**  of  the  seasons,"  aod  the  like.  "  In- 
*^  ert  matter,"  he  observes,  '^has  no 
*^  power;  a  law  pre-supposes  a  law- 
*'  gtver;  and  a  propelling  impetus 
*f  must  originate  in  something  foreign 
"  to  the  thing  thus  over- ruled."  Were 
we  sure  that  these  studies  would  be 
Q:(tende€l  till  the  mind  obtained  that 
Uak  in  the  chain  of  science,  M'hich 
jfroves  the  necessary  dependance  of 
ipaterial  nature  on  intellectual  exist- 
ence, Ave  ahould  be  certain  of  gaining 
a  sincere,  though  a  late  convert  to  re- 
vealed truth ;  but  when  we  consider 
how  soon  tlie  progress  of  learning  will 
fee  arrested  by  the  frivolous  pursuits 
or  business  of  life,  let  us  at  least  take 
care  to  run  no  hazard  of  unfitting  the 

*Dr.  Paley.-  See  Natural  Theology.    Dr.  Hey 
makes  the  san^e  rexQiirk. 
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*^  manner  of  ceremonies,  but  also  in 
"matters  of  faith*.'* 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  even  in  the 
age  of  the  ap05tles>  and  especially  from 
the  period  when  Christianity  received 
the  sanction  of  the  civil  power,  here- 
sies, schisms,  and  furious  disputes, 
have  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  Chris- 
tian world.  Part  of  these  troubles 
must  doubtless  be  ascribed  to  the  un- 
remitting zeal  with  which  the  arch- 
apostate  (figuratively  styled  the  dra- 
gon) opposes  the  mystical  spouse  of 
God.  She  is  sometimes  driven  into  the 
wilderness,  harassed  by  persecution, 
and  denied  repose.  At  other  times, 
she  is  attempted  to  be  lulled  by  a  fatal 
security  into  that  lukewarmncss  and 
indifference,  which  is  still  more  dan- 
gerous to  her  well-being.  Her  afflic- 
tions arc  often  from  without,  but  yet 

*  Article  jpth. 
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rablc  books  for  the  education  of  youth 
which  have  deluged  the  nation.  In 
thisdesign  of  fitting  the  rising  hope 
of  Britain  for  a  Pandaemonium  of  phi- 
losophists,  no  branch  of  information 
has  been  suffered  to  escape  untainted. 
If  the  young  lady  read  history,  she 
will  find  it  questioned  whether  the 
propagation  of  the  gospel  really  was 
accomplished  by  miracles  or  by  human 
ingenuity;  whether  the  early  Chris- 
tians were  martyrs  or  fanatics;  and 
wliether  much  good  has  resulted  from 
the  extension  of  the  religion  of  Jesus? 
In  biographical  sketches,  she  will  find 
piety,  or  at  least  attachment  to  any 
peculiar  mode  of  worship,  coupled  with 
a  weak  understanding,  or  a  contracted 
heart ;  while  heathen  persecutors,  de- 
ists, and  libertines,  are  adorned  with 
the  fresh est'flo we rs  of  eulogy.  If  she 
read  geography,  or  travels,  she  will 
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lievf  s  the  Creator  of  the  world  to  bt 
a  God  of  order  and  unity,  would  blush 
to  assert,  that  physical  and  moral  con* 
fusion  and  discord,  were  parts  of  hk 
design.  The  Christian,  who  traces  the 
attributes  of  the  author  of  nature 
through  the  course  of  two  successive 
rerelations,  must  be  absurdly  impious^ 
if  he  seriously  af&rm,  that  God  *^  made 
"  men  to  diiFer  on  such  dn  impottant 
**  point  as  religious  belief)  on  which 
*'  he  enjoined  unity  by  precept,  and 
^*  enforced  it  by  miracle." 

*^  It  must  needs  be  that  offencei 
**  will  come,!*  said  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.  It  is  necessary  to  the  consti- 
tution of  a  probationary  state,  that 
there  should  be  trials  to  afllict  attd 
punish  vice,  and  to  purify  and  exer* 
cise  virtue.  **  But,''  he  continues, 
^'  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  such 
*^  offence  cometh."  It  was  deter- 
mined 


S79 

jicrtieSj  can  produce;  and  she  will  be 
reminded,  that  when  natural  prepara- 
tions can  assume  appearances  seem- 
ingly miraculous,  we  should  scruple  to 
call  jn  an  iavisible  agent.  Some  in- 
stances will  be  given  of  successfiil 
cheats;  and  it  will  then  be  asked,  M'ith 
much  apparent  modesty,  if  the  flower- 
ing  rod  of  Auron  might  not  have  been 
a.siight-of-hajid  illusion,  and  the  cures 
of  Christ  have  pi  oceeded  from  a  de- 
gree of  medicinal  knowlcidge  unknoNvn 
in,  a  barbarous  country  ?  Astronomy 
also  supplies  a  very  powerful  engine  for  . 
shaking  the  faitli  of  those  who  expect- 
ed scripture  to  develope  the  secrets  of 
uatiure,  instead  of  the  mysteries  of 
grace;,  and  think  that  the  inspired 
narrator  of  the  creation  should  have, 
prematurely  disclosed  the  laws  of  pla- 
netary motion,  to  gratify  the  curious; 
though  his  mission  was  intended   to 

preserve, 
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preserve,  ia  oue  nation,  a  sense  of 
their  obligation  to  worship  the  *'  Lord 
**  God,  who  fashioned  the  earth  and 
*'  all  things  that  are  therein,"  who 
made  the  heavens  and  all  their  host, 
who  sanctified  the  closing  day  of  ere- 
ation,  and  who  suspended  the  punish- 
ment of  disobedient  man,  and  again 
set  life  and  death  before  him. 

When  a  young  woman  has  been  duly 
informed  that  scripture  narration  is 
designed  to  ilhistrate  moral  and  theo- 
logical truths,  she  Avill  not  reject  it  be- 
cause its  language  is  accommodated  to 
the  prevailing  ideas  of  the  times  in 
which  it  was  written.  She  well  knows 
that  "  the  pillars  of  the  round  world," 
must  be  metaphorically  understood, 
and  tWt  the  rotation  of  the  sun  round 
the  earth  is  a  condescension  to  popular 
opinion.  She  will  confess  that  the  ex- 
istence of  deceit  is  no  argument  against 

the 
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assumes  over  weak,  ill-regulated,  or 
ill-informed  minds,  we  hope  that  folly 
mtty  excuse  the  faults  of  manj;  let 
us  ourselves  beware  of  leaving  the 
tfiie  fold,  to  hearken  to'  irregular  or 
unskilful  shepherds.  Of  their  inward 
iUumiuations,  assurances,  and  expe- 
riences, we  can  form  no  noUon,  and 
nay  only  hope  that  they  ^seem  so  far 
convincing  to  their  bewildered  minds, 
ds  to  excuse  them  on  the  score  of  sin- 
cere ignorance ;  but  their  actionspirovc 
^em  to  be  amenable  to  the  church  of 
Xjod^  whose  peace  they  disturb  by  v^rr 
bose  declamations,  and  contumacious 
disputes,  concerning  matters,  either  iit 
themselves  unimportant,  or  appertain^ 
ing  to  those  catincils  of  God  into 
which  we  dare  not  pretend  to  pene- 
trate. It  is  considered  as  a  fundamental 
principle  in  politics,  that  it  is  better  to 
endure  a  small  evil,  thad  to  attempt 
to  remove  it  wi^h  the  hazard  of  inter* 

T  *  rupting 
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are  resolutely  bent  to  mis-state  and 
mislead.  Their  futile  spleen  will  only 
serve  to  confirm  her  faith ;  for  she 
must  recollect  her  Lord's  prediction, 
'*  that  the  worM  ^Y0uld  say  all  manner 
*^  of  evil,  falsely,  of  bis  disciples,  for 
"  his  name's  sake.'* 

After  this  certainly j^//?^  specimen 
of  the  liberal  care  with  which  our  pre- 
tended perfectionists  guard  the  duc- 
tile mind  of  youth  fi;om  prejudices  and 
misconception y  will  they  have  the  effron- 
tery to  complain  of  unfair  preposses- 
sion, if  Ave  endeavour  to  pre-occupy 
the  vacant  soil?  Had  these  or  similar 
objections  to  the  verity  of  Scripture 
any  weight,  had  they  never  been  re- 
futed, or,  like  the  dispossessed  demo- 
niacs, been  even  forced  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  God  whom 'they  resisted, 
we  might  for  a  moment  hesitate.  But 
every  objection  which  deists  naw  raise 

against 
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agaiDfst  tjie  gospel  has  been  refuted 
numberless  times.  Our  modern  nn* 
believers  must  feel  the  pangs  of  wound- 
ed pride,  at  knowing  that  thejr  can 
only  throw  the  broken  lances  of  van- 
quished cavillers  against  the  invulne- 
rable bulwark  of  religion.  These 
pigmy  opponents  have  so  often  ^been 
foiled  in  the  field  of  controversy,  tha[t 
nothing  is  left  them  but  to  lurk  in 
bye-paths,  with  the  cowardly  hope  of 
ensnaring  silly  women  and  kidiiapping 
unsuspecting  children,  under  the  com- 
mon pretence  of  extraordinary  kind- 
lier. We  have  historical  testimony, 
that  the  nefarious  lUuminati  gave  it 
in  charge  tothen*  propagandists, 'to 
use  every  possible  method  to  make 
femah  conver*ts;  well  knowing  that, 
though  our  dispositions  and  propensi- 
ties' did  not  so  strongly s^timulate  us  to 
thrirw  off  moral  restrictions  as  the 

other 
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other  sex^  our  minds  were  less  enabled 
by  nature  and  education  to  resist 
these  sophists,  who  never  could  endure 
the  .Ithuriel  spear  of  learning  and 
deep  investigation. 

Religious  knowledge  will. enable  ui 
to  avoid  this  snare;  and  from  my  zeal 
to  recommend  this  defensive  armour  to 
the  youth  of  both  sexes,  I  have  been 
accused  of  enforcing  theological  erudi- 
tion at  the  expense  of  religious  prac- 
tice.    I  can  only  say,  that  such  was 
not  my  design;    the  most  guarded 
language,  however,  cannot  prevent  in- 
tentional misconstruction.      Many  of 
our  first  divines,    in  the  arguments 
which  they  oppose  to  the  opinions  of 
certain  schismatics,  affirm,  that  though 
our   Lord   improved   morality  to  iu 
highest  possible  perfection,  by  remov- 
ing it  from  external  behaviour  to  the 
Jieart,  his  design,  in  coming  into  the 

world, 
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Kforld,  was  not  to  teaoh  a  pur^  system 
of  morality,  though  this  system  is  out 
t>f  the  consequence^  appertaining  t6 
his  misi^ion.  They  extend  this  obser*" 
VAtfOn  to  the  Mosaical  law,  which  they 
ttlSrm  was  built  upon,  of  rather  took 
for  grinted,  those  notices  of  right  and 
wrong,  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
and  the  being  of  a  God,  which  are 
often  called  natural  religion ;  but 
which  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  tra- 
ditionary remains  of  that  first  revela- 
tioti  which  God  made  to  Adam  in  Pa- 
radise, when  morality  is  taught  up- 
<m  itterely  worldly  motives,  however 
refined  aiid  exalted  by  light  derived 
from  the  gospel  dispensation,  it  is  con- 
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fitied  to  exterior  deportment ;  let  us 
Superadd  the  inducements  which 
Christianity  presents,  and  it  then  be- 
comes that  perfection  of  virtue  to 
which  we  atfe  all  commanded  to  aspire; 
-rat.  z.  9i  being 
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1>eing  assured,  that  though  it  is  unat- 
tainable as  a  whole,  yet  if  pursued  with 
singleness  of  heart,  and  with  a  sincere 
desire  of  progressive  improvement, 
the  weakness  of  our  nature  will  be 
pardoned  by  a  God  who  knows  .  our 
infirmities,  in  consideration  of  the  all- 
sufficient  merit  of  a  sacrifice  ordained 
by  himself,  to  prove  his  abhorrence  of 
sin,  and  his  mercy  to  repentant  of- 
fenders. 

The  foundation  on  which  Christi* 
anity  is  built,  and  its  superiority  to 
mere  moral  obligations,  should  be  un- 
derstood by  every  Christian;  but  to 
separate  faith  from  morals  is  the  work 
of  an  enemy.  It  is  only  "  through 
'*  faith,  working  by  love,"  that  wc 
are  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  saints  in  light.  The  degree  of  our 
respective  duties,  of  knowing  and  act- 
hig,  depends  upon  our  opportunity  of 

exerting 
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exerting  either  faculty.  Those  irhose 
limited  understandiDga,  or  humble  sta* 
tions,  prevent  them  from  acquiring 
much  information,  may  be  truly  sin* 
c^re  in  the  practice  of  Christian  vir* 
tue ;  but  where  abilities  are  granted, 
and  leisure  allowed,  a  more  ample 
stock  of  Christian  knowledge  is  indis* 
pensable;  and  for  this  reason,  because 
such  persons  are  more  exposed  to  those 
temptations  from  which  it  is  the  best 
human  preservative.  .  The  readers 
whom  I  particularly  address  require 
this  salutary  aid.  General  opinion 
(except  in  those  points  wherei^i  it  is 
partially  misled  by  fashion)  prescribes 
those  outward  decorums  of  conduct 
which  are  necessary  to  pas3  well  in 
the  world;  but  those  who  are  thus  cir- 
cumstanced require  to  be  taiight, 
that  unless  they  found  this  decorum 
on  inward  purity  of  heart,  and  a  desire 
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rnpting  the  public  peace ;  tlie  church 
militant  is  a  society  of  human  beiugs, 
and,  as  such,,  fallible;  she  must,  there- 
fore, be  governed  by  coercive,  laws, 
similar  to  those  which  regulate  other 
communities;  and,  provided  her  errors 
do  not  affect  important  paints  of  faith, 
which  might  justify  her  members  in 
renouncing  their  allegiance,  she  may 
clkim  their  obedience  in  things  in- 
different, even  on  the  sole  ground  of 
her  own  authority,  wicbout  positive 
warranty  of  scripture.  If  scruples  of 
conscience  are  really  felt,  on  account 
of  some  of  her  institutions,  a. candid 
discovery  of  them  to  some  judicious 
and  religious  friend,  (let  us  say,  to  the 
parochial  minister,)  might  enlighten 
the  dubious  judgment,^  and  confirm 
the  wavering  mind.  If  after  these 
measures  are  taken,  apprehensions 
still  remain,  we  must  hope  that  in 
such  a  cas^    dissent  is   not  sinful 

But 
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dium  between  gross  ignorance  and  in- 
quisitive research,  and  should  be  as 
much  proportioned  to  the  capacity 
^nd  station  of  the  student,  as  liberal-  ^ 
ity  thould  be  adapted  to  the  fortune 
of  the  giver.  A  thirst  for  what  is 
called  religious  edification  has  trans- 
formed many  an  industrious  simple 
fiiechianic  into  a  vagabond  fanatic^ 
empty  of  every  valuable  quality  suited 
to  his  rank  and  education,  but  swollen 
by  conceit  and  spiritual  pride  into  a 
false  belief  of  supernatural  endow- 
ments. A  desire  to  penetrate  into 
inscrutable  mysteries  has  overset  many 
a  weak  understanding,  and  perverted 
many  an  excellent  housewife  into  the 
useless  character  of  an  enthusiastical 
devotee.  These  misfortunes,  however, 
generally  proceed  from  the  quality^ 
not  the  quantity  of  knowledge  which 
is  imbibed.     Here,  as  in  the  groves  of 

s  3  Paradise, 


S9e 

Paradise,  the  tree  produces  both  good 
and  evil ;  and  it  unfortunately  hap- 
pens, that  what  is  most  suitable  to  our 
palates  is  often  most  pernicious  to  our 
constitutions.  By  some  unaccountable 
propensity,  weak  minds  are  always 
most  anxious  to  dive  into  unfathom- 
able depths  ;  their  very  incapacity  to 
acquire  what  others  know,  stimulates 
their  eagerness  to  discover  what  caa- 
not  be  known. 

As  right  principles  are  the  best  hu- 
man means  of  procu  ring  right  conduct, 
I  would  earnestly  solicit  the  young 
student  to  consult  such  guides  *,  as 

will 


*  Could  the  recommendation  of  an  obscure  par- 
tifllly-infornaed  woman  add  celebrity  to  the  namci 
of  Gilbert  West,  Sherlock,  Paley,  Hcj,  and  Bryant, 
she  would  mention  these  authors  iss  instances  of 
that  close  investigation,  and  full  view  of  the  sab* 
jects  on  which  they  treaty  which  conveys  penpicu- 
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irilf  assist  her  in  founding  her  faith, 
rather  on  the  convictions  of  her  un- 
derstanding, than  on  the  impulses  of. 
fancy,  or  the  warmth  of  devotional 
feeling;  though  this  last  will  be  su- 
peradded, in  proportion  as  the  cer- 
tainty of  faith  increases,  and  as  ha* 
bit  confirms  piety;  I  would  pecu- 
liarly recommend  to  my  own  sex 
such  writers  as  aim  at  communicating 
clear  ideas.  When  our  understanding 
3S  thoroughly  informed  by  these,  we 
may  with  more  safety  consult  florid 
'and  rhetorical  authors,  if  our  relish 
for  their  manner  have  not  been  aba* 


Ms  information  to  the  mind  of  tbe  trader.  The 
nameof  Dr.  Rogers  may  be  added  to  t  be  list,  not  onljr 
on  account  of  bis  serroons>  but  of  his  valuable  tract 
on  the  visible  and  invisible  church  of  Christ ;  in 
which  he  enforces  a  duty  now  loo  much  disre- 
garded, I  mean  submission  to  our  ecclesiastical 
apperlorSf  in  a  clear  and  confincing^anaer. 
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ted  by  a  more'  improving  course  of 
study.  We  are  charged  with  being 
**  of  imagination  all  compact;"  and 
one  reason  that  is  suggested  against 
the  expediency  of  our  becoming  deep 
theological  readers^  is  our  natural 
turn  to  enthusiasm.  As  the  enthu-* 
siast  is  generally  vnhappy  in  herselfi 
s^nd  certainly  very  unamiftble  to  others^ 
the  utmost  care  should  be  taken  to 
avoid  thift  dangerous  substitute  for 
true  piety ;  by  not  suffering  femcy  to 
interfere  in  so  momentous  a  point,  as 
that  of  ^^mining  our  title  to  salvation. 
That  modesty  of  knowledge,  which  is 
alike  anxious  to  avoid  being  ignorant 
of  what  it  ought  to  know,  apd  of  pe» 
netrating  into  ^*  those  secret  things 
**  which  belong  to  the  Most  High,*' 
should  be  especially  recommended  to 
women.  This  would  be  our  best  pre- 
servative against  the  fallacious  repre- 
sentations 
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l^ntatiops  of  a  party,  who  now  dread- 
fully disturb  the  peace  of  the  church, 
and  (I  hope  uudmgncdljf)  assault  the 
foundation  of  the  edifice  which  they 
j^ffect  to  reverence.  By  recommend- 
ing clear  distinct  ideas  to  the  youn|j 
members  of  our  establishment,  1  also 
wish  to  discredit  the  assertions  pf  an- 
other set  of  enemies  to  our  Sion,  wha- 
represent  our  creeds  as  formed  oji 
confused  notions,  and  blind  credulity; 
^ud  our  hierarchy,  as  one  of  the  im- 
positions which  priest-craft  and  spi- 
ritual ambition  forced  upon  the  ser- 
vile mind  of  half-a\7akened  ignorance. 
Jt  is  evident,  however,  that  while 
ye  are  encompassed  by  this  wall  of 
^e&h,  our  perception  of  spiritual  ob- 
jects must  be  faint  and  indistinct.  Of 
the  personality  and  ubiquity  of  the 
Deity,  for  instance,  the  most  learned 
mtn  confess  that  no  distinct  notion 
jCi^fx  be  fproied.    Oae  of  the  reasons 
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given  by  our  phiiosoptiistical  perfec- 
tionists, why  children  sliould\  Bot 
know  that  there  is  a  God,  proceedi 
from  the  impossibiUty  of  their  forming 
just  notions  of  Him.  This  over- 
strained respect  is  affected ;  for  the 
most  exalted  human  intellect  labours 
under  the  same  defect.  May  we  not 
inquire,  in  what  respect  the  doctrine 
of  the  unity  of  the  triune  Godhead  it 
less  conceivable  by  the  capacity  of 
his  finite  creatures,  than  that  God 
"exists  through  all  time  and  space? 

*'  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and  no  far- 
**  ther,  and  here  shall  thy  proud  waves 
^*  be  stayed,"  said  the  creative  word, 
when  the  foaming  ocean  first  poured 
into  its  prepared  abyss.  The  limits 
of  human  knowledge,  though  various 
as  our  understandings^  have  a  similar 
curb  affixed,  beyond  which  they  can- 
not pass.  The  first  business,  there- 
fore^ of  tuition  is,  to  draw  this  boun- 
dary 
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dary  line,  and  to  inform  the  pupil 
ivhat  learning  and  attention  can  do, 
^nd  what  it  must  leave  undone;  how 
far  reason  may  develope  mystery,  and 
v^here  she  must  bow  her  head,  and 
confess  her  human  fallibility.  When  an 
ambassador  assures  us  that  he  comes 
from  heaven,  we  may  call  upon  reason 
to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  his  mes- 
sage, and  the  validity  of  his  credentials* 
IV  hen  he  preaches  "  righteousness^ 
**  temperance,  and  judgment  to  come,'* 
she  must  confess  that  he  speaks  the- 
language  of  his  native  country ;  and 
when  he  appeals  to  miracle  and  pro- 
phecy, she  allows  that,  according  to 
her  own  pre-conceived  ideas,  the  sove- 
reign who  employs  him  would  thus  ac- 
credit his  messenger.  He  may,  in- 
deed, discover  somelhing  of  the  inter- 
nal  affairs  of  those  regions  different 
from  what  reason  imagined  was  the 
case  ;  and  he  may  propose  such  terms 
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of  peace  as  she  did  not  expect ;  or 
enjoin  such  conjirmatory  ceremonies  as 
she  did  not  conceive  to  be  absolutely 
necessary.  If  the  ambassador  only 
came  from  an  unknown  country,  lie 
might  justly  answer  the  inquiries  of 
reason,  by  saying,  *^  Such  are  the  ciis- 
**  toms  of  the  nation  to  which  I  be- 
**  Ibng.  With  us,  they  are  of  great 
*^  utility;  though,  as  they  are  found- 
**  ed  on  usages  materially  different 
*'  from  yours,  I  cannot  fully  explain 
•*  them  to  you."  But  if  he  be  also  the 
agent  of  our  la\vful  krng,  against 
whom  we  have  rebelled,  and  with 
whom  we  seek  reconciliation,  unless 
reason  exceed  her  trust  she  can  only 
ascertain  the  absolute  verity  of  tli« 
envoy,  and  advise  us  to  accept  the  of- 
fered mercy  on  the  terms  proposed. 
These  may  seem  to  us  not  so  honour- 
able to  the  nature  of  our  prince,  as 
some  that  we  could  have  suggested ; 

bv\t 


But  as  we  have  never  seen  hiHi^  and 
do  not  know  the  precise  rules  of  hb 
internal  government,  our  own  pre*^ 
gumption,  in  judging  when  we  ha,vcr 
not  sufficient  ground  to  form  an  opi- 
nion, deserves  the  severest  censure, 
AH  that  we  know  of  him  indeed,  ei^ 
ther  by  his  visible  acts,  or  by  the  dis- 
coveries made  by  his  ambassador,  be* 
speaks  him  holy,  wise,  just,  and  mer- 
ciful; but  as  Aye  cannot  discover  how 
these  attributes  blend  with  each  other; 
so  that  none  should  preponderate,  we 
are  incapacitated  from  prescribing 
bounds  to  any  of  them.  It  cannot  be 
said,  that  this  ambassador  may  have 
Hiisrepresented  his  master;  for  he  has 
'silenced  this  objection,  by  shewing 
what  we  all  know  to  be  the  royal  sig- 
»et;  a  visible  unequivocal  interruptiou 
of  the  course  of  nature;  which  is,  un- 
questionably, the  method  by  which 
Qod  would  speak  to  maa 

Reason^ 
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Reaison,  if  faithiiil  to  her  office,  wiH 
also  acknowledge,  that  a  direct  reve- 
lation is  such  a  solemn  interposition 
of  Heaven,  as  cannot  be  lightly  and 
casually  afforded.  It  must  not  only 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  those  to 
whom  it  is  made  ;  but  it  must  discover 
truths  which  could  not  otherwise  ht 
known  *.  Had  the  law  and  the  gos- 
pel 

*  The  necessitj  of  a  divine  rercIaHon  may  be 
gathered  from  what  the  celebrated  deistieal  writer, 
Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  says  of  what  be  calk 
five  short  notices  imprmted  by  God  on  the  minds 
of  all  men.  1st,  That  there  is  one  supreme  GoA 
2diy,  That  he  is  chiefly  to  be  worshipped.  3dly, 
That  piety  and  virtue  arft  the  principal  parts  of  his 
worship.  4thly,  That  we  mu^t  repent  of  our  SIDS3 
and  if  we  do,  God  win  pardon  them  5th1y,  That 
there  are  reward^t  for  good,  and  punishments. for 
bad  men^  in  a  future  state. — Our  divines^  in  aD<« 
s-wer  to  these  allegations  against  the  necessity  of 
revelation,  justly  observe,  that  we  must  not  judge 
of  natural  religion,  or  dei^m,  from  what  we  now 
jcnow,  since  even  those  who  reject  Christianity 
partake  of  the  light  that  it  has  diffused  -,  but  from 
what  the  world  wst  previous  to  the  coming  of 

Chijurt. 


399 

.pel  taught  us  nothing  but  what  human 
reason  could  have  discoveredi*  we 
must  then  have  allowed  that  sceptics 
are  right  in  affirming  that  belief  in 
revelation  supposes  a  needless  inter- 
position of  the  Almighty.  Every  mys- 
terious doctrine  that  scripture  con- 

Christ.  They  propose  the  learned  age  of  Augustus 
as  a  fair  specimen.  The  first  and  second  notices 
were  then  disregarded  5  for  no  nation,  but  the 
Jews,  acknowledged  or  worshipped  one  supreme 
God.  The  most  enlightened  men  of  that  period 
aacrificed  to  sensual  and  numerous  deities.  Nor 
woialcl  the  third  be  more  regarded ;  for  the  mode 
of  propitiating  false  gods  was  by  absurd  and  bru- 
.tish  rites.  In  respect  to  the  fourth  notice,  tha 
heathens  reproached  the  Christians  for  declaring 
that  God  would  pardon  sinners ;  and  as  to  the  5tb, 
it  was  hoped  by  some  sects  of  philosophers,  denied 
by  others,  and  doubted  by  all.  See  Hey*s  Lectures^ 
Tol.  i.  p.  342. 

The  mere  belief  of  the  immortality  of  the  souT, 
Is  very  different  from  a  persuasion  that  this  future 
state  will  be  retributive.  Modern  heathens  pro- 
ceed no  further  than,  in  the  words  of  Pope,  to  ex- 
pect "an  equal  heaven,  in  which  their  faithful 
dog  will  bear  ibcm  company." 

tains 
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•^'because  of  the  hoils«*of  the  Lord  cm  f 
^*  God,  we  shall  seek  to  do  her  good/' 
The   church  of   England   is  that 
branch  of  the  universal  church,  under 
whose  shadow  we  are  invited  to  take 
ishelter.     However  lightly  it  may  be 
esteemed  by  various  fanatics  who  have 
sprouted  forth  under  its  mild  protec- 
tion^ it  is  esteemed,  by  foreign  pro- 
testants,  as  the  pre*eminent  sanctuary 
of  the  prfonped  Teligion*    I  will  refer 
you  to  the  decision  of  an  eminent  di- 
vine, wjio  was  highly  celebrated  all 
over  the  Continent  for  his  learning  and 
moderation,  and  was  himself  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  ministry.  Tbc 
name  of  Le  Clerc  sanctions  his  opi- 
nions with  theological  readers.  Speak- 
ing of  episcopacy,    he  observes,  **I 
^*  have  always  professed  to  believe, 
*'  that  episcopacy  is  of  apoatotical  ia- 
/*  stkution,    and   consequently   very 

^  ^*  good 
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certain,  that  the  promises  of  super- 
natural assistance,  which  Christ  made 
to  his  followers,  were  given  to  that 
collective  body,  or  (to  refer  to  our  ec- 
clesiastical declaration  of  faith)  to 
**  that  congregation  of  faithful  men, 
**  where  the  pure  word  of  God  is 
*^  preached,  and  the  sacraments  duly 
**  administered  ♦,"  which  we  calL  a 
church.  By  thus  consecrating  com- 
munity to  the  purpose  of  sanctity,  the 
author  of  our  religion  has  not  depart- 
ed from  the  method  which  he  follows 
in  the  ordinary  providential  govern- 
ment of  the  world;  where  we  see  g6od 
of  various  kinds,  comfort,  security, 
strength,  pleasure,  wealth,  and  pros- 
perity, all  flowing  ^from  men  com- 
bining together  ;  and  misery,  weak- 
ness, and  poverty,  ensuing  from  their 
«cting  separately  or  in  opposition  to 

*  Article  19th. 

each 
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each  other.  That  it  was  the  design 
of  our  blessed  Lord,  that  all  his  folr 
lowers  should  be  knit  together  in  the 
closest  bond  of  concord  and  amity^ 
cannot  be  doubted  by  any  who  care- 
fully examine  the  sacred  records  of  his 
life  and  conversation.  I  will  point  out 
one  instance,  the  solemn  commenda* 
to ry  prayer  preserved  in  the  seven* 
teenth  chapter  of  St.  John's  gospel, 
which  is  particularly  in  point.  Re* 
member,  Christ  offered  it  not  only 
for  his  immediate  apostles,  but  *^for 
**  all  who  should,  through  their 
**  preaching,  believe  in  him  in  all  the 
**  world;*'  and  that  it  was  an  act  im- 
mediately preceding  his  bitter  pas- 
sion. How  urgent  is  the  motive,  how 
impressive  are  the  requests  that  are 
contained  in  these  awful  words,  **That 
**  they  also  may  be  one,  even  as  thou, 
**  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee; 

•<  thii 
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*  *  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us,  that 
^*  the  world  may  believe  that  thou 
"  hast  sent  me/'  Are  they  indeed 
sincere,  who  attempt  to  diffuse  the 
light  of  the  gospel  among  heathen 
nations,  and  connect  their  missionary 
zeal  with  restless  solicitude  to  increase 
the  schisms  and  dissentions,  which 
our  Lord  def>recatesy  as  prerentives 
of  the  universal  reception  of  his  faith? 

I   fear,   my  dear   Miss  M -,    the 

world  will  never  know  that  Jesus  was 
sent  by  God^  while  regard  for  truth  is 
sacrificed  to  a  blind  zeal  for  mastery, 
and  the  very  name  of  evangelical  is  as- 
sumed as  a  mark  of  distinctive  pre- 
eminence, and  a  taunting  proverb  of 
reproach. 

The  texts  of  scripture  that  enjoin 
this  duty  of  unity  and  Christian  com- 
munion, are  so  numerous  in  the  gos- 
pels, the  acts,  the  epistles,  and  even  in 

.     t  the 


404 

the  revelations,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how  this  vast  body  of  evi- 
dence can  be  evaded,  or  rather  braved. 
The  primitive  church  acted  upon  this 
principle;  and,  with  ^qual  firmness, 
dealt  her  ecclesiastical  censures  on  all 
who  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  com- 
munity with  new  and  strange  doc- 
trines, or  disgraced  it  by  their  scanda- 
lous  lives.  Different  formularies  were 
indeed  adopted  in  national,  and  even 
in  provincial  churches;  but  '*  one 
**  Lord,  one  faith,  and  one  baptism," 
were  universally  preserved.  Among 
the  numerous  dispersed  and  persecut- 
ed members  of  our  holy  religion,  the 
leading  principles  of  all  churches  were 

• 

the  same;  the  members  of  all  joined 
in  communion.  The  obligation  to 
this  unity  and  fellowship  appeared  so 
strong  to  the  founders,  of  the  Refor- 
mation,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost 

reluC- 
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fdluctance,  and  in  ^consequence  not 
only  of  the  scandalous  corruptions, 
but  the  invincible  obstinacy  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  that  they  at  length 
rentured  to  apply  to  themselves  thei 
angelic  summons  recorded  in  the  apo* 
calypse,  and  esteemed  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  "  come  out  of  the  corrupted 
^^  Babylon/'  Many  wise  and  temperate 
men  have  lamented  while  they  acknoto* 
ledged  the  necessity  for  this  secession, 
which  doubtless  opened  the  door  to 
iiume,roufS  dissenters,  who  have  pleaded 
for  a  license  and  freedom  of  choosing 
to  which  that  precedent  gives  no  coun- 
tenance. The  hazardous  e^cpedient  of 
reparation  ^should  never  be  resorted 
to,  unless  the  secpders  can  prove,  that 
the  church,  from  which  they  disjoin 
therrdelves,  has,  like  that  of  ^'  Rome, 
*^  erred  not  only  in  their  living  andf 

**  manner 
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*^  manner  of  ceremonies,  but  also  ia 
"  matters  of  faith  »." 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  even  in  the 
age  of  the  apostles^  and  especially  from 
the  period  when  Christianity  received 
the  sanction  of  the  civil  power,  here- 
sies, schisms,  and  furious  disputes, 
have  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  Chris- 
tian world.  Part  of  these  troubles 
must  doubtless  be  ascribed  to  the  un- 
remitting zeal  with  which  the  arch- 
apostate  (figuratively  styled  the  dra- 
gon) opposes  the  mystical  spouse  of 
God.  She  is  sometimes  driven  into  the 
wilderness,  harassed  by  persecution, 
and  denied  repose.  At  other  times, 
she  is  attempted  to  be  lulled  by  a  fatal 
security  into  that  lukewarmncss  and 
indifference,  which  is  still  more  dan- 
gerous to  her  well-being.  Her  afflic- 
tions arc  often  from  without,  but  yet 

♦  Article  Jpth. 

more 
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tnore  frequently  from  false  bretliren. 
That  the  Almighty  suffers  these  trials 
of  his  people  as  a  community,  on  the 
sameprinciples  as  he /^ermi/^ individual 
correction,  was  ever  acknowledged  ; 
but  to  affirm,  that  be  made  men  to  dif^ 
fer  in  religious  matters,  is  quite  a  mo- 
dern  discovery.     He  suffers  evil,  but 
he  cannot  be  said  to  be  tlie  original 
author  of  it.     He  permits  calamity ; 
this  world  could  not  else  be  a  proba- 
tionary state  ;    nor  could  virtue  be 
perfected  without  suflfering.  Patience 
i%  prescribed  as  the  softener  of  pain; 
pain  is  necessary  to  prepare  us  to  re- 
.sign  this  too  much  valued  life;  but 
will  any  one  thence  assert  that  the 
Almighty  made  his  creatures  on  pur- 
pose to  suffer*?   The  deist,  who  be- 

*  See  Natural  Theology^  on  the  Goodness  of  thf 
Deity. 
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lieves  the  Creator  of  the  world  to  bt 
a  God  of  order  and  unity,  would  blush 
to  assert,  that  physical  and  moral  coli* 
fusion  and  discord,  were  parts  of  hit 
design.  The  Christian,  who  traces  the 
attributes  of  the  author  of  nature 
through  the  course  of  two  successive 
reyelations,  must  be  absurdly  impiouS) 
if  he  seriously  affifrm,  that  God  "  madi 
'*  men  to  differ  on  such  an  important 
**  point  as  religious  belief,  on  whicb 
**  he  enjoined  unity  by  precept,  and 
"  enforced  it  by  miracle." 

**  It  must  needs  be  that  offencei 
•*  will  come,!'  said  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.  It  is  necessary  to  th€  consti- 
tution of  a  probationary  state,  that 
there  should  be  trials  to  afflict  and 
punish  vice,  and  to  purify  and  exer* 
cise  virtue.  *^  But,"  he  continues, 
*'  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  such 
**  offence  cometh."  It  was  deter- 
mined 
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lined  by  the  foreknowledge  and  wis- 
om  of  God',  before  the  foundation  of 
lie  worid,  that,  in  the  fulness  of  time, 
/hrist  should  be  offered  up  as  a  sacri- 
cc  for  the  sins  of  thie  world ;  but  woe 
9  the  treacherous,  avaricious  Judas, 
^ho  betrayed  his  meek  arid  holy  mas-  " 

•  •  •  ■ 

tf\-  All  ages  and  nations  of  the  Chris- 
ran  world  have  joined  in  execrating 
he  perfidious  disciple,  who  was  the 
liimeldfate  means  of  binding  his  Lord 
rpon  the  cross,  at  the  same  time  that 
hey  have  clung  to  the  benefits  of  the 
tenement.  Woe  also  to  him  who, 
hrough  the  pride  of  reason,  spiritual' 
elf-suflSciency,  contempt  of  subordi- 
lation,  or  ambition  of  pre-eminence, 
mnecessarily  dissents  from  the  church 
yf  Clnist,  or  attempts  to  shake  the 
aith  of  others,  and  to  alienate  their 
>be'diencc!  His  vanity  may,  indeed, 
je  gratififed"  by  the  applauses  of  those 
kvho  adopt  hfs  tenets  ;b tit  what  reoonr- 
VOL.  I.  T  pence 
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Vidcncc  of  God,  who  at' that  time  en- 
lightened  our  Sion  with  latninaries  of 
surprising  splendour,  the  founders  of 
our  church,  as  well  at  its  first  esta- 
blishment  under  King  Edward  the 
Vlth,  as  at  its  re-edification  under 
Queen  Elizabeth,  were  guided  by  the 
most  admirable  moderation.  Nothing 
was  rejected  merely  because  it  was  the 
usage  of  popery,  unless  it  was  also 
tainted  with  the  errors  of  that  ambi- 
tious hierarchy.  Nothing  new  was 
adopted,  unless  the  utter  unfitness  of 
former  customs  rendered  the  intro- 
duction of  novelty  unavoidable.  Hence 
we  retain  not  only  the  constitution  of 
the  primitive  church,  but  aho  many 
of  its  usages.  Nay  more,  our  liturgy 
was  compiled^  rather  than  composed ; 
with  a  respectful  reference  to  venera- 
ble rituals,  their  doxologies  and  creeds 
were  adopted ;  several  prayers  of  our 
serriee  M'ere  entirely  translated  from 

the 
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assumes  over  weak,  ill*regulated,  or 
ill-informed  miods,  we  hope  that  folly 
may  excuse  the  faults  of  many;  let 
u$  ourselves  beware  of  leaving  the 
true  fold,  to  hearken  to  irregular  or 
unskilful  shepherds.  Of  their  inward 
illumiuationsy  assurances,  and  expe- 
riences, we  can  form  no  notion,  and 
may  only  hope  that  they  ^seem  so  far 
convtDCtiig  to  their  bewildered  minds, 
as  to  excuse  them  on  the  score  of  sin- 
cere ignorance;  but  their  actionspirove 
tfaem  to  be  amenable  lo  the  church  of 
^ody  whose  peace  they  disturb  by  verr 
bose  declamations,  and  contumacious 
disputes,  concerning  matters,  either  m 
themselves  unimportant,  or  appertain^ 
ing  to  those  CQUncils  of  God  into 
which  we  dare  not  pretend  to  .pene» 
trate.  It  is  considered  as  a  funidamental 
principle  in  politics,  that  it  is  better  to 
^idure  a  small  evil,  thad  to  attempt 
to  remove  it  wi^h  the  hazard  of  inter- 

T«  rupting 
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rnpting  the  public  peace;  the  cbur<A 
inilitant  is  a  society  of  human  betngs^ 
and,  as  such,  fallible;  she  must,  there- 
fare,  be  governed  by  coercive,  laws, 
similar  to  those  M'hich  regulate  other 
communities ;  and,  provided  her  errors 
60  not  affect  important  points  of  faith, 
which  might  justify  her  members  hi 
renouncing  their  allegiattce,  she  may 
clkim  their  obedience  in  things  in- 
different, even  on  the  sole  ground  of 
faer  own  authority,  wititaut  positive 
warranty  of  scripture.'  If  scruples  of 
conscieiice  are  really  felt,  on  account 
of  some  of  her  institutions,  a. candid 
discovery  of  them  to  some  judicious 
and  religious  friend,  (let  us  say,  to  the 
parochial  minister,)  might  enlighten 
the  dubious  judgment,  and  confirm 
the  wavering  mind.  If  after  these 
measures  are  taken,  apprehensions 
still  remain,  we  must  hope  tliat  in 
such  a  cas^    dissent  is   not  linfuL 

But 
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Bttt  Jet  it  be  remembered^  that  an  in- 
genuous and  sincere  mind  is  more  apt 
to  veil  its  disagreement  in  modest  si- 
JfCticc,  and  to  lament  it  as  a  misfortune, 
than,  by  blazoning  \t^  noii-coriformity 
to  tbe  worlds  to  communicate  its  scru- 
ples, to  others^  and  thus^  to  mmke  a  me- 
rit of  disobedience*.  When  converts 
to  any  new  opinions^  accompany  this 
Change  by  marks  of  hostility  to  the 
jpaiity  which  they  have  deserted, 
somewhat  very  different  from  gospel 
liijicei^ity,  it  is  to.  be. feared,  lurks  in 
their  ostensibly  regenerated  hearts. 

Yoir  will  ask  me,  if  I  have  not  ac- 
knowledged, that  good  has  resulted  to 
1^  church  from  these  internal  stmg- 
gles^P  Moat  Unquestionably,  the  assaii- 
ing^eaponsof  false  brethren  have,  like 
the  censers  of  Korah  and  hisrebellions 
partisans,  been  converted  into  '^ broad 
"  plates  foi-  a  iooveriag  for  tbe  «ltar/* 
-    '  t3  But 
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But  thoiigh  thus  appropriated  by  that 
Providenc6  who  brings  good  out  of 
evil,  they  were  still  "  the  censers  of 
"sinners  against  their  own  sottls*." 
That  the  defence  and  security  of  the 
church  should  grow  out  of  the  means 
that  were  concerted  for  her  destruc- 
tion, 18  analogous  totho  sensibte  ope- 
rations of  nature.  Those  violent  gusts 
of  wind^  which  wreck  our  stately  ves- 
sels, and  cover  the  earth  with  the 
TUins  of  her. proudest  structures,  or 
fairest  products,  are  deemed  salubrious 
to  the  health  of  its  inhabitants,  by 
scattering  the  seeds  of  pestilence,  and 
restoring  the  vital  purity  of  the  at- 
mosphere; yet,  notwithstanding  this 
happy  effect,  the  tempest  is  still  a  sore 
:  calamity.  Why  natural  evil  should 
-  subsist,  has  perplexed  the  minds  of 
many  philosophers;   and  perhaps  the 

*  See  Nadibers^  l6th  duip.  verie  38. 
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best  answer  that  has  been  given  is, 
that  the  scale  of  being  is  so  extend- 
ed, and  Its  ramifications  (especially 
if  >yo  extend  our  views  to  other  worlds, 
and  other  orders  of  rational  and  de» 
pendant  beings)  are  so  complicated, 
that  a  great  general  advantage  neces- 
mrily  involves  a  particular  calamity^; 
irhich  calamity,  in  a  probationary 
state  of  existence,  is  no  impeachment 
of  the  justice  of  God,  How  moral  evil 
came  into  this  world,  we  learn  from 
Holy  Scripture;  and  when  the  Al* 
mighty  m^kes  good  to  issue  from  it, 
he  gives,  I  may  say^  a  visible  proo^ 
not  only  that  he  is  **  Lord  of  the  Evil 
**  One,"  but  that  he  does  not  **wil- 
^*  hngly  afflict  the  children  of  men.'' 
The  advantage,  therefore,  which  has 
resulted  to  the  church,  from  being 
thus  continually  forced  to  defend  and 

*  Tbii  U  the  opinion  of  Dt:  Paley* 
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examine  her  doctrines,  cannot  be 
urged  jn  proof  timt  God. made  men  to 
differ  in  religion;  or  that  it  is, his 
pleasure  there  should  be  a  diversity 
x>f  worship  among  Christians.  Hd  en- 
joins concord  and  unity.  That  he  suf- 
fers men  to  disobey  this  command,. lis 
no  mofe  a  proof  ithjat  it  did  jiot  pro- 
ceed  from  him,  than  that  the  exist- 
ence of  murder,  adultery,  and  theft, 
j^escind  the  ohWgsitAfici.^nddisannui  the 
authority  of  the  commandments. 
.  When  I  speak  of  tlie  church  in  ge- 
neral, I  keep  our  nineteenth  article 
in  my  eye.  This  church,  we  are  in- 
formed, is  scattered  overall  the  Chris- 
tian world ;  variousmodes  of  worship, 
and  particular  tenets,  belong  to  its 
disjointed  parts  ;  yet  I  trust,  in  spite 
of  the  effort  of  ill-disposed  men,  some 
bond  of  union,  some  token  of  inter- 
communitj,  still  subsisU  ^bfttween  its 

members ; 


members ;    milBci^at  tO:  bM^w  m  fto 

"sp^ak  pf  it  a3.  a  whole^  thpugh  cei^ 

:0ai9ly  not  as  that  clo^ly-c^m^ted, 

'WQH*coirnpacted   building    which    lt» 

Messed  Founder  and  bis  apastles  la- 

bouredi  to^  f^rm ;  and  i«  pdint  of  pur 

rtty;  as  well  as  doctrioe,  very  di0eiy 

•ent  from  that  glorious  church,  which 

•^in  the  language  of  eastern  metaphor); 

is    denominated   the   spouse   of  the* 

Xiamb^  and  is  to  be  ^presented  tO'  her 

Lord  without  spot  or  wrinkle,,  holy,. 

uodefiled,  ami  j^orious* in  majesty  and 

/l^uty ;  while  myria^ds  ofmyriads  jpin 

an  singing  one  i^usal  song.    Such  is 

the  promised  state  of  the  triumphal 

•church :  if  we  would  partake  of  it,  w€* 

must  adhere  to  her  during. her  milir- 

.taut  probation;  and,  in  the  spirit  of 

,the  royal  psalmist,.  **  we  shall  be  soli- 

f^citous  to  heal  her  breaches;'*   wt 

'^^f  shall  rejoi9e  in  her  prosperity ;  and^ 

t5  **  because:: 
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•^'because  of  the  housci'of  the  Lord  onf 
^*  God,  we  shall  seek  to  do  her  good.** 
The   church  of   England    is  that 
branch  of  the  universal  church,  under 
'whose  shadow  we  are  invited  to  take 
shelter.     However  lightly  rt  may  be 
esteemed  by  various  fanatics' who  have 
sprouted  forth  under  its  mik)  protec- 
tion>  it  is  esteemed,  by  foreign  pro- 
testants,  as  the  pre-eminent  sanctuary 
of  the  pefernoed  religion «    I  will  refer 
yoo'to  the  decision  of  an  eminent  di- 
vine, wjio  was  highly  celebrated  all 
over  the  Continent  forhis  learning  and 
moderation,  and  was  himself  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  ministry,  Tbc 
name  of  Le  Clerc  sanctions  his  opi- 
nions with  theological  readers.  Speak- 
ing of  episcopacy,   he  observes,  "I 
^*  liave  always   professed  to  believe, 
•'that  episcopacy  is  of  apoatotical  lUr 
*'  stitation,    and  consequently   very 

^  **  good 
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^^go<>d  and  very  lawful;    that  man 

'^  has  no  right  to  change  it  in  any 

**  place,  unless  it  was  impossible  other* 

*'  wise  to  reform  the  abuses  that  crept 

**  into  Christianity ;  that  it  waa  justly 

•*  preserved  in  England,  where  the 

^*  reformation  was  practicable  without 

^*  altering  it ;   and  that  therefore  the 

'  **  protestants  in  England^  and  other 

^  places  where  there  are  bishops,  do 

^^  very  wrong  to^separate  from  that 

^'  discipline ;   that  they  would  do  still 

**  worse  in  attempting  to  destroy  it, 

'  •*  in  order  to  set  up  presbytery,  fana* 

'^  ticism,  and  anarchy.    Things  ought 

^*  not  to  be  turned  into  a  chaos,  nor 

^*  people  seen  every  where  without  a 

^^  call,  and  without  learning,  pretend- 

^'  ing  to  inspiration.  Nothing  is  more 

**  proper  to  prevent  them  than  the 

^'  episcopal  discipline,  as  by  law  esta- 

'^  blislied  in  England  ;^  especially  when 

^  those  who  preside  in  church  govern- 

T  6  **  Inent 


^^  ment  are^rsoniB  of  peqeiferAtioB^  so- 
f*  briety,  and  discrctiofi.-'.  ^Hc  after- 
wards acknowledges  that  it  has  been 
so  clearly  proved,  that  the  truth  of  it 
cannot  be  deqied,  that  Christ  and  his 
apostles  instituted  .the  jepiscopal  jform 
of  government ;  and  that  the  church 
never  had  any  other  for  one  thousand 
five  hundred  years,  from  our  Saviour's 
days  downward  *. 

The  testimony  of  an  adversary  has 
great'Weight.  From  motives  of  poH- 
.tical  expediency,  Mr.  Le  Clerc  exer- 
cised the  functions  of  a  minister  in  a 
society  of  Christians  who  had  rejected 
the  episcopal  form  which  he  so  highly 
commends. 

Notwithstanding  the  grateful  obli- 
gations which  we  owe  to  the  fathers 
of  the  Reformation,  we  cannot  deny 
that  they  partook  of  the  passions  and 
infirmities  of   human   nature.      The 

^  BibHotb.  torn,  is,  page  159. 

cruel 
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cru«l  a«d  perfidious  treatmjsnt  whic}i 
'/they: had  experienced  froin  the  Rq- 
ivii^  church  stimuliatejd  the. protest- 
BQjtfl  to  an  unwarrantable  degree  of 
ffcif y>.  ^latredy  and  revenge.    The  aim 
vQf.iQfiny  of  these  seems  to  have  beeo, 
^O;  muke  the  separation  and  distinction 
between  themselves  and  the  apocalyp- 
tical Babylon  as  marked  as  possible. 
Thu^  instead  of  ^king  the  scriptures 
.for,;jheir  guide,    and; » the  prijniti>jfe 
^.  cl)ur<{hes  fox  tbyeir  model,  it  was  ^uf5* 
j4;ientfp.r  them  to  reject  i;p^ny  ancient 
.li$d   benief^cial,  customs,    merely  b^- 
C4u$e  they  had  been  adopted  by  their 
opponents,  whose  touqh  was  esteemed 
to  be  conts^mination;     Protestantispi 
.wu  Jiot.  witlK)ut  severe  provocations 
in  £ngU9d,  as  the  reigns  of  Henry  the 
YJIIth  s^wd  M^ry  the  1st  amply  testi- 
!fy;.  but  whether  it  was  owing  to  the 
igoiore  enlightened  sobriety  of  the  na- 
tipn,  4)r,  »8  I  believe,  to  the  good  prp- 

6  videncc 
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Viclencc  of  God,  who  at' that  time  en- 
lightened  our  Sion  with  lutninafres  of 
surprising  splendour,  the  founders  of 
our  church,  as  well  at  its  first  esta- 
blishment  under  King  Edward  the 
Vlth,  as  at  its  re-edification  under 
Queen  Eliziabeth,  were  guided  by  the 
most  admirable  moderation.  Nothing 
was  rejected  merely  because  it  was  the 
usage  of  popery,  unless  it  was  also 
tainted  with  the  errors  of  that  ambi- 
tious hierarchy.  Nothing  new  was 
adopted,  unless  the  utter  unfitness  of 
former  customs  rendered  the  intro- 
duction of  novelty  unavoidable.  Hence 
we  retain  not  only  the  constitution  of 
the  primitive  church,  but  also  many 
of  its  usages.  Nay  more,  our  liturgy 
was  compiled^  rather  than  composed ; 
with  a  respectful  reference  to  venera- 
ble rituals,  their  doxologies  and  creeds 
were  adopted;  several  prayers  of  ouf 
serrice  M'ere  entirely  translated  from 

the 
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the  formularies  of  early  times,  or  from 
the  writings  of  the  fathers;  and  in 
others  the  sense  has  been  condensed, 
and  suited  to  our  customs,  modes  of 
thinking,  and  the  alteration  of  man* 
ners  and  skuution. 

Nor  is  it  merely  on  account  of  her 
constitution,  and  liturgical  service, 
that  the  church  of  England  claims 
such  iiigh  consideration;  the  same 
wise  moderation  which  determined 
her  to  preserve  what  was  valuable  and 
important  in  these  *  points,  kept  her  , 
also  in  a  happy  medium  between  those 
opposite  errors  which  at  that  time 
distracted  the  peace  of  the  world,  and 
which,  I  grieve  to  say,  still  subsist. 
Perhaps  our  best  way  of  gaining  a 
clear  notion  of  the  doctrines  of  our 
.  x^tional  church  will  be,  to  examine^ 
the  notions  of  those  who  dissent  from 
her;   and  though  the  antipodes  are 

not 
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did  not  subscribe  to  the  still  more 
reprehensible  parts  of  a  system  that 
has  caused  such  a  long,  and|  it  is  to  be. 
feared,  incurable  schism  among  the 
reformed  churches.  But  these  evan- 
gelical teachers  affirm  that  she  did; 
and  it  is  these  very  doctrines,  which 
in  tbe:ir  opinion  constitute  that  puritj^ 
of  the  gospel,  and  those  original  prin« 
ciel^  of  our  churchy  whicli  tfaey  are. 
anxious  to  restore. 

To  repel  thia  charge,  not  only  from 
eur  present  hierarchy,  but  from  its 
venerable  founders,  many  learnied  di- 
vines have  stpod  forward,  a^d  iman* 
iiilly  encountered  a  torrent  of,  notoply 
p^rofessional  but  pier-sonal  obloquy.  In 
this,  coat e£^t,  th^  names  pf  Kiitpl:ipg, 
Paulieny,  i^nd  Peaifspn,  f^re  ^sip^eoi^Uy 
celehr^t^d.  The  ^i^t  gentlemajQ,  in  a 
9faall  but  irresis^tibjle  pJwwj?btet,.  pilai^ly 

thi9 W8i    ky  e;K^¥rjiQte  isam  Cftlwli 

workf; 
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that  her  existence  is  the  firmest  bul- 
wark against  the  ambition. of  either 
party?  Unless  they  arc  mutuatlly  itl- 
jsincere  in  their  ^wr^  religious  profes- 
sions, it  is  evident.that  they  believe 
they  would  imixtuaUy;  prove  but  A^^esk 
.oppofiduta:  fo  ^eadttjioihw^- :suppt>msag 
liius  formidahle  rixal  cdaid  be  or^r* 
•  ibix)i\ra.  >  This  is  a  strxmg  jargism<eilt, 
-to>*pen5iiadid  every:  lover  of  temperate 
-Qptniom  to  support:  what  is  auch  aa 
:  pbgeotr  of  J  terror  to  those  of  ^violent  and 
:  4Gitc&9^)e  tio  ti  on  s. 

i.'  ♦  But  btfore  we  proceed  to  the  pro- 
,  posed  invjestigation,  I  will  mention  one 
mother  iciaim  which.die  national  church 
'^bas  to  ciur  bbedieiice.    It  is  the  estab- 
lished form*  of  worship.     I    do   not 
propose  to  found  spiritual  belief  da 
political   expediency ;    but   I  assert, 
that  the  religioa  of  our  country  has  :a 
prior,  right  to  our  attention,  so  far  as 

to 
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to  induce  us  to  give  it  a  serious  inves- 
tigation ;    and  if  her  doctrines  are 
•found    to  be    evangelical,    and  her 
usages,  as  far  as  change  of  manners  will 
allow,  apostolical ;  if  in  that  human 
.mixture   which  .mu^  always  be  ad- 
mitted into  eccksiafltical  institutions, 
there  b<e  nothing  contrary  to  scripture; 
if  she  affect  no  wanton  exercise  of  au- 
'  tbority,  and  assume  no  high  pretCH- 
Nfions  to  infallibility,  nor  absolute  cob- 
^  trc^l  over  the  consciences  of  men;  it 
seems  as  if  no  reason  can  be  urged  for 
renouncing  her  communion,  except  it 
be  the  strong  predilection  which  arises 
from  our  having  been  educated  in  some 
other  religious  society.     Had  we  only 
non-conformists  of  this  latter  descrip- 
tion to  lament,  the  aspect  of  the  pre- 
sent times  would  not  be  so  alarming 
to  the  friends  of  our  venerable  esta- 
blishment, because  such  opponents  are 

the 
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the  most  moderate,  steady,  and  re- 

spectable;  but. the  dreadful  opinions 

that  arise  out  of  the  abuse  of  religious 

toleration,  namely,  that  in  this  land 

of  liberty  every  one  has  a  right*  to 

choose  his  religion,  gains  ground  ;  and 

the  pride  of  exercising  a^  supposed 

priviIegCi  joined  to  the  desire  of  being 

distinguished  by  superior  intelligence 

and  discrimination,  and,  I  fear  I  must 

add,  the  arts  and  allurements  of  the  # 

enemies  of  all  religion,   seduce  many 

iinstable  minds,  especially  in  the  lower 

ranks  of  life,  who  renounce  the  com* 

munionof  the  church  from  which  they 

have  received  baptism,  with  th^  same 

inconsideration  and  indifference   as 

they  assimilate  their  garments  to  the 

prevailing  fashion*. 

As 

*  That  schism  is  not  considered  as  a  light  and 
trivial  oSince  by  the  regular  ministers  of  the  pres* 
bjteriaa  fma  ^  woi^riiip,  iqajr  lie  peuxived  in  the 

feUowin^ 
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As   women   are  most  disposed  to 
think  seriously,  and  to  be  sincere  in 

their 

Miowiiig  exbract  from  the  woi^ks  of  an  eminent 

4cofch  divide,  who  indeed  does  but  echo, the  aen- 

.  timeqtfl  of  all  well -constituted  churches  antient 

and  modern^  not  excepting  those  founded  by  Cal* 

'  Tin^  ox'  his  immedtatt  disciples.    Dr.  Hil)^  in  his 

;^CPbeQlogk8l  lostitutfia*  obsmrea,  *'  The  oaoie  a£ 

.  **  achisqvti^vefpre^  is  reserved  ^r  separation  pio- 

''  ceeding  u^on  some  frivdous  reason,  which  is 

"often  merely  a  pretext  for  "gratiffing  the  pas- 

"H  iions  e6  isnbiiiony  a^arice^  resentment,  and  envy. 

.'fWhen  attachments  to -|>articalar  teachers  foroi 

^*  Ch^stians  into  parties,  they  fall  under  the  cen-^ 

'*  sure  which  Paul  addressed  to  the  Corrnthianf^ 

w-*<  I  hear  that  there  are  contentioas  and  schisms 

''  among  you.     Every  one  of  you  saith,  *  I  am  of 

**  Paul,  I  of  Apollos,  and  I  of  Cephas,  and  I  of 

''  Christ.'  Is  Christ  divided  ?"    When  the  separi- 

**  tioh  proceeds  from  the  idea  of  forming  a  more 

*'  perfect  estabiishmeut,  it  is  seldom  duly  con8|[. 

**  dered  that  no  human  instkuticn  con  t>e  faultless^ 

*'  and  that  the  evils  which  riecessaiily  arise  from 

*'  schism  far  coanteVbalance  any  advantages  which 

**  may  be  expected  from  improvements  not  essen- 

*' tial  to  the* «!oiistitution  of  the  church.     When 

**  Chri»liaiw  ai^pai-atei  because  the^diniplineof  tbe 

•    w  «  church 
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their  religious  professions^  hence  arises 
irlie  necessity  of  thieir  not  only  bdng 

•    •       well 

'^•cfbnrch  does  not  appear  to  them  suiBde&tlf 
[atncr,  tbejr  a€t  as  if  the  comfoitand  beiiefitt 

[  (derived  from  the  ordinances  of  religion  depend- 
*'  ed  upon  the  character  of  those  who  partale  with 
'•'OS;  or  ad  if  the  pijirity  which  the  anabaptists 
''*. require  iu;  the  church  of  Christ  could  be  attain* 
''  ed  on  this  side  the  grave.  And  when  their  only 
complaint  is  with  some  regulations  of  ths 
church  concerning  matters  acknowkdgtsd  to  be 
in  themselves  indifferent,  they  for^t  that  itis' 
impossible  to  frame  apy  x^q^^tions  of  s^ch  /qat- 
*^  ters  which  wfli  meet  the  prejudices  and  opinions 
'••o/affl;  thsrt  bbcdiefrict  io  cowrpcteitt  authority 
'*  enjoining  what  is  not  imlawfoji  for  the  sake  of 
*'  order  does  not  imply  a  sacrifice  of  Christian  li- 
**  berty ;  and  that  the  new  congregation  cannot 
'<^«stst>  and  attain  the  purposes  of  its  institution 
''  without  some  exercise  of  the  same  authority. 

"  Whatever  be  the  nature  of  the  frivolous  or 
**  corrupt  motives  which  give  to  separation  the 
'*  character  of  schism,  the  conduct  of  all  who  at- 
*'  tain  the  name  of  schismatics  is  blameworthy.  It 
'*does  not  correspond  to  the  description  of  lb« 
^*  cathoHc  .church,  which  is  said  in  scripture  to 
^  be  '  one  body^  in  which  there-  ««ight  to  be  no 

*'  schism  f 
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"  Ufe^i  they  cannot  fail  of  being  finally 
*'  saved,  being  under  an  immutable 
^  decree,  and  guarded  by  Omnipo^ 
**  tence.  The  reprobates,  how  much 
**  soccer  they  may  exert  themselves  for 
*'  the  purpose  *,  cannot  Sttain  ever- 
!|  lasting  salvation,  being  hindered 
*^  therefrom,  and  repelled  by  Almighty 
-^  God.-  As  the  final  salvalion  of  the 
**  elect  is  in  no  degree  doubtful,  from 
*^  their  first  entrance  into  this  world 
**  to  their  depaiture  out  of  it^  but  is 
*>all  that  time  fixed  and  certain;  so 
**  neither  is  the  eternal  damnation  of 
•*  a  reprobate  ever  uncertain  during 
^'  his  ]>assage  through  this  world,  but 
i*  is,  even  before  he  is  born,  unaltera- 
''  bly  fixed  and  sure.    That  he  should 

♦  The  advocates  of  Calvin  deny  that  tbc  words 
:in  italics  arc  in  bis  writings.  They  are,  however 
fair  iDiercnccs  from  what  precedes  them. 

*/  perish^ 
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•'  perish,  is  the  very  purpose  for  which 
*<  he  was  created. 

8thlj,  "  Neither  the  best  purposes^ 
**  nor  the  best  endeavours,  nor  the 
"  best  acts  of  an  electa  even  after  re- 
"  generation,  are  in  any  way  prepara- 
*'  tory  to  eternal  salvatioii.  On  the 
**  contrary,  as  the  elect  people  of  God, 
*'  under  the  ^losaical  dispensation, 
•^  were  commanded  to  desist  from 
**  their  worldly  occupations ;  .so,  in 
**  respect  of  ail  spiritual  concerns,  the 

elect  under  the  gospel-dispensation 

are  enjoined  to  bid  adieu  to  all  wills*, 
"  works,  and  endeavours  of  their  own, 
^*  and  to  keep  most  religiously  a  per^ 
^<  petual  Sabbath;  that  there  may  be 
^*  free  and  ample  scope  within  them 
^*  for  the  operations  of  God's  spirit. 

Sthly,  **Gocl,  who  of  his  own  will 
**  and  pleasure  predestinated  the  elect 
'^  to  eternal  salvation,  himself  preparer 
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ciueheiy,  in  'which  the  names  of  about 
one '  hundred  and  fifty  chapels, 
churches,  and  meeting  houses,  are 
enumerated,  where  the  ministers 
whose  names  arc  subjoined  are  said 
id  preach  the  gospel.  The  inference 
fairly  is,  that  the  gospel  can  only  be 
heard  in  those  (Specified  places.  The 
most  learned,  impre5sive>  enlightened, 
and,  I  may  add,  valuable  clergy  of  the 
eitablishihent  are  not  in  this  tiiimber; 
it  is  therefore  obliquely  denied  that 
the  gospel  is  preached  by  them. 

If  we  ask  these  pretenders  to  superior 
light,  what  their  gdspel  is,  they  will 
perhaps  answer,  in  the  language  of  a 
charming  poet  and  worthy  man;  whose 
mind  was  unhappily  warped  by  this 
prejudice,  "  It  is  the  divinity  of  the 
*^  glorious  reformation;  I  mean  in  coh- 
"  tradiction  to  Arminianrsm,  and  all 
**  the  isms  that  ever  wef-fe  broached  in 

this 


433 

^*  thi«  world  of  error  and  ignorance. 
**  The  divinity  of  the  reformation  is 
**  caUed  Calvittism,  but  injuriously;  it 
"  ha«   been  ftiat  of   the  church  of 
*'  Christ  in  all  ages.  It  is  the  divinity 

*'  of  Paul,  and  of  Pau^s  master,  vrh6 

•  

^*  appeared  to  him  in  his  way  to  Da- 
"  mascua  *."    According  to  this  ac- 
count, 

*  See  Mr.  Cowper's  Life,  vol.  i.  page  374. — 
Does  t4ic  letter  ftom  ^kh  this  extract  is  taken 
desonre  pmtise,  dtber  for  liberal  ideas^  enlarged  ia« 
formation^  or  correct  expression  ?  When  wer&  the 
pieculiar  doctrines  of  Calvin  the  religion  of  the 
charcb^  unless  we  bound  the  church  to  his  imme^ 
diaU  fariUam  ?  and  to  his  singular  teiK^ts  onl^caa 
the  term  Calvinism  be  justly  applied.  Calvin  in* 
4eed  pretended  to  shield  them  behind  some  mis- 
oonstruded  texts  in  St.  Paul's  epistles;  but  where 
are  they  taught  by  Paul's  master?  Surely  not  when 
he  met  him  in  the  road  to  Damascus  |  for  if  this 
great  apostle  was  predestii;yated  to  be  saved,  that 
astptiidhing  vision  was  unnecessary.  **  Saul,  SauU 
^  why  pers^cutest  thou  me  ?"  is  not  a  favourable 
text  for  those  who  hold  unconditional  election,  and^ 
the  impeccability  of  the  elect,    I  should  conceive 

VOt.M.  V  ^^ 
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count,  Luther,  MelanctboQ,  Erasmus, 
and  Cranmcr,  were  not  reformers. 

If  we  again  inquire  what  are  the 
tenets  of  Calvin,  they  will  answer,  (at 
least,  they  thus  answer  in  books  held 
out  to  ensnare  the  multitude),  they 
are  the  doctrine  of  original  siu,  of  the 
benefit  and  necessity  of  the  atonement, 
of  the  Trinity,  and  of  the  assistances 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  But  theseare  the 
acknowledged  doctrines  of  the  church 
of  England,  for  which  she  has  been 
long  assailed  by  her  other  opponents, 
who,  with  a  degree  of  unfounded  self-, 
flattery  similar  to  the  evangelical,  call 
themselves  unitarian  Christians:  for- 
getting  that  the  first  article  of  our 

that  Mr.  Cowpcr  had  only  read  one  side  of  the 
controyersj  between  the  Arminians  and  Calvin- 
ists^  and,  like  many  others^  confounded  Calyin's 
very  dangerous  and  distinguishing '  tenets^  with 
those  which  he  held  In  common  with  the  other 
irefom^St 
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church  is  a  solemn  profession  of  her 
belief  in  one  God.  But  to  return  :  to 
disco\'«r  the  reason  for  the  controver- 
sy that  we  arc  now  considering,  wc 
must  search  deeper,  and  we  shall  then 
find  that,  beside  the  particulars  vi 
which  Calvin  joined  other  protestants, 
the  sombrous  hue  of  his  imagination^ 
and  feis  impatience  of  superiority,  in- 
duced him  to  adopt  singularities  in 
doctrine  and  discipline.  In  the  for- 
mer, by  reviving  the  exploded  notions 
of  the  necessitarians ;  and  in  the  latter^ 
by  establishitig  the  presbyterian  form 
of  church-government,  which,  ac- 
cording to  tjje  concession  of  Mr.  Le 
Clerc,  was  an  anomaly  in  the  Christians 
church.  As  the  church  of  England 
prcaerved  that  form  of  ecclesiastical 
government  which  had  been  universal 
for  fifteen  hundred  years,  we  might, 
without  going  further,  infer  that  she 

V  S  did 
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did  not  subscribe  to  the  still  more 
reprehensible  parts  of  a  system  that 
has  caused  such  a  long,  and,  it  is  to  be. 
feared,  incurable  schism  among  the 
reformed  chjurches.  But  these  evan- 
gelical teachers  ailirm  that  she  did; 
and  it  is  these  very  doctrines,  which 
in  tbeir  opinion  constitute  that  purity; 
of  the  gospel,  and  those  origiual  prin* 
^ieles  of  our  churchy  which  they  are. 
aa&ioas  toA*estore« 

To  irepel  thia  charge,  iiiOt  only  from 
eur  present  hierarchy,  hut  from  its. 
venerablie  founders,  many  learn:ed  di- 
vines have  stpod  forward,  and  rnian* 
ftilly  encountered  a  torrent  pf,  not  only 
professional  but  pier-son al  obloquy.  In 
this,  cent ejE^t,  th^  names  pf  K'itpliogy 
Paujbeny,  and  Pea^spn,  are  especially 
celehr^t^d.  The  fii^t  .gentleiB«ui,  in  a 
9ms|Jl  but  irresis^ihjle  piawphlc^,.  plainly 

•h^wiii    1^  exlTAQte  fron  CalMii^!^ 
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Works,  \th2rt  these  much-'dcbated  dbc* 
triiKJs  really  are.  A  tratffAlation  is'SulM 
joined  *,  which  enables  eveii  the  un- 
leai^ned  reader  to  determine  how  far 
.  Hicy  are  supported  by  the  authority 
of  seripture,  or  corroborated*  by  the 
jpublle  ntt^  of  our  chui^eh-.  I  hope  the 
reverend  ihythor  will^  pc&rdon*  ihe,  if, 
frrfm  a  wish  to  introduce  feis  valuabte 
reirmrfcs  to  those  to-  Avhom  tfhey  may 
pra\'e  impefietralrfy  de<fen«iv«  armour 
against  the  as^atrtts  .of  very  x^gifant 
adversartes*,  I  tafee  tl^ltbci^ty  of  mak- 
ing' a-  large  extract  from-  rtl«  work. 
The  knowledge  of  what  strict  Calvin- 
jswi  really  i^,  mus-t  'precede  oiir  at- 
tempt to  justify  onv  clitirch*  frdiiv  tlic 
charge  of  Iteviajg  apostatize  A'    TPhe 

.  ^  They  are  gtvea  ii»  Latfa^  i»ith>  peibreoces)  td 
tba worlu  from  which  thej^ are  takeit..^  Manyeva* 
sory  replies  have  been  made  tatbis pamphlet}  bat^ 
Ae  ai}thor  believe^^  tfo  dtsnr  nlbtatfenV 
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opinions  of  Calvin,  ^vhicli  the  Dedti 
of  Peterborough  has  translated,  are, 

First,  '^  That  omnipotent  Being, 
^*  who  has  existed  from  all  eternity, 
^*  after  he  had  decrc:ed  to  create  man 
**  in  his  own  image^  foreordained  bis 
^^  fall  from  original  righteousness^  by 
^^  which  fall  Adam's  own  niature  would 
*^  be  corrupted  and  depraved ;  and 
'*  viewed  with  the  eye  of  prescience 
>^  the  whole  of  Adam's  offspring  as  a 
V  mass  of  corruption  and  perdition. 
.  2dly,  *^  Among  the  vast  multitude 
**  of  human  beings  caniposing  this 
*Vma8S  of  corruption  and  perdition, 
**  Almighty  God  decreed,  before  the 
^*  foundation  of  the  world,  to  bring 
V. some- to  everlasting  salvation,  and 
^'  to  damn  all  the  rest  eternally.  This 
^'  decree  or  purpose  of  God  is  termed 
**  by  Calvin  predestination;  one  being 
*'  thereby  predestined  to  everlasting 

happi^ 
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'*  happiness,    and  others  condemnecf 
*^  by  it  to  everlasting  misery. 

2dly,  **  Tlrfe  objects  of  this  decree 
•'  are,  not  collective  bodies  of  men,  as 
**  Jews,  Gentiles,  Greeks,  Romans  ; 
**  but  iftdividuals,  as  John,  JMattheAv, 
•*  Thomas,  Peter,  tvery  one  of  whose 
**  fete  after  death  is  fixed  by  it,  be- 
**  fore  he  is  born,  immutably  and  ever- 
*'  lastinglyr 

^thly,  **Adam,  agreeably  to  the 
•*  pre-ordinancc  of  God  (for  we  are 
**  now  coming  to  the  execution  of  big 
**  decrees),  fell  from  innocence;  an4 
*'  ia  consequence  of  this  lapse,  the 
**  whole  of  man's  nature,  as  the  Deity 
'*  had  foreseen  and  foreordained,  un- 
**  der^vcnt  a  complete  cliarrge  ;  it  be- 
•^  came  corrupt,  depraved,  vicious ; 
*'  and  every  descendant  of  Adam, 
"through  his  first  parents'  trans- 
^^  gression^  became  a  lost,  a  damned, 
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^  and  accursed  creature^  and  fuel  for 
^  the  flame  of  divine  vengeance. 

5thly,  "  From  the  birtii  of  Abraham 
**^if  not  from  an  earlier  period)  to 
^*  this  present  time,  the  D^ity,  agrec- 
'*  ably  to  his  eternal  purpose  and  im» 
'<  mutable  decree,  hath  constantly 
^  been  takings  and  will  oofttiime  daily 
V  to  take,  those  individualti,  whom  he 
"predestinated  before  the  world  be- 
f^  gan^to  everlasting  salvation,  out  of 
'^  thift  mass  of  corruptiom-  and  perdi^ 
**  tion.  All  the  rest,  everyone,  whom 
**  he  passeth  by,  and  leaves  in  this  state 
*^  of  corruption  and  perdition,  be 
**  reprobates;  i.  e.  abandons  to  wick- 
**  edness  in  this  lif^  anid  will  torture 
**  eternally  in  the  next.  Those,  whom 
**  he  makes  choice  of,  selects,  and 
"  segregates  for  salvation,  are  called 
'*  elect.  Those  whom  he  leaves  ivt 
•^*  their  original  pollution,  abandons, 

"  and 
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^  aacJ  will  eternally  tonasentyarecarWcd 
*^  sometimes  preterites;  bat  most  coin-* 
**^ monly  repiobatea^  By  etection  and 
reprobation,  is  executed  the  imrau-* 
table  decree  of  predestinatioa. 
Cthly,  '^fl'his  discrimination  madd 
**  by  the  Deity  between  the  elect  and 
the  reprobates  is  arbitrarj' ;  in  no 
degree  owing  to  any  superior  excel- 
lence, worth,  or  merit  in  theformef,* 
"  either  present  and  actual,  or  future^ 
••  and  foiteseen,  but  who^lly  and  solely 
**  tQ  Qod's  will  and  pleasure.  He*ex- 
"  trioates  the  elect  from  destruction 
**  for  a  demonstration  of  his  goodness. 
•^  Ho  leaves  the  re]>robates  in  their 
**  origiiKkl  state  of  perdition  for  a  dis- 
^*  play  of  his  power  and  glory. 

7thly,  *^  After  the  elect  are  jjut 
**  under  the  custody  and  protection  of 
**  Chris*  Jesus,  dQwhattheywitlin  this 

v5  ''life. 


"  ^//i*,  they  cannot  fiiii  of  being  finally 

*'  saved,    being  under  an  immutable 

**  decree,  and  guarded  by  Omnipo- 

^*  tence.     The  reprobates,  hoM''  much 

**  soever  they  may  exert  thtmsehes  for 

**  the  purpose  *,    cannot  Attain   cver- 

J^*  lasting    salvation,     being    hindered 

**  therefrom,  and  repelled  by  Almighty 

1^  God.-    As  the  final  salvalion  of  the 

**  elect  is  in  no  degree  doubtful,  from 

^'  their  first  entrance,  into  this  world 

**  to  their  depaiture  out  of  it^  but  is 

*Aj^I1  that  time  nxed  and  certain;  so 

**  neither  is  the  eternal  damnation  of 

•'  a  reprobate  ever  uncertain  during 

**  his  passage  through  this  world,  but 

V  is,  even  before  he  is  born,  unaltera- 

'*  bly  fixed  and  sure.    That  he  should 

♦  The  advocates  of  Calvin  deny  that  the  words 
in  italics  are  ia  bis  writings.  They  are,  however 
fair  luiercnccs  from  what  precedes  them. 

**  perish^ 
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•*  perish,  is  the  very  purpose  for  which 
•*  he  was  created. 

8thly,  "  Neither  the  best  purposes'^ 
**  nor  the  best  endeavours,  nor  the 
"  best  acts  of  an  electa  even  after  re- 
**  generation,  are  in  any  way  prepara- 
•*  tory  to  eternal  salvation.  On  the 
^*  contrary,  as  the  elect  people  of  God, 
"  under  the.  Mosaical  dispensation, 
•^  were  commanded  to  desist  from 
"their  worldly  occupations;  .so,   in 

respect  of  all  spiritual  concerns,  the 

elect  under  the  gospel- dispensation 
"  are  enjoined  to  bid  adieu  to  all  wills*, 
•*  works,  and  endeavours  of  their  own; 
^*  and  to  keep  most  religiously  a  per> 
^'  petual  Sabbath;  that  there  may  be 
"  free  and  ample  scope  within  them 
^*  for  the  operations  of  God's  spirit. 

Sthly,  **God,  who  of  his  own  will 
**  and  pleasure  predestinated  the  elect 
"  to  eternal  salvation,  himself  preparer 


^^  and  fits  tfaem  for  it.  Hid  means 
^^  used  by  him  for  this  purpose  are  the 
^  preaching  of  his  word  aind  t^  ope« 
^*  rations  of  his  Spirit;  both  which 
^^  together  constitute  what  is  denomi- 
*'  nated  special  calling. 

lOtbly,  *^  The  operations  of  God's 
'^  Spirit  are  manifold.  1st,  He  forms 
^^  in  the  elect  a  new  understanding. 
•*2dly,  He  destroys  their  naturalj  and 
•*  creates  in  Jiiem  a  new  will.  Sdly, 
"  Every  propensity  they  may  have, 
•'  and  every  effort  they  may  make^to 
**  do  works  pleasing  and  acceptable  te 
••  God,  is  his.  4thly,  He  also  it  is^ 
who  begins>  continues,  and  finishes 
every  good  work  done  by  them,  and 
**  who  makes  them  persevere  to  the 
**  end  in  well  doing.  In  each  of 
"  these  operations,  he  does  not  con- 
**  car  or  co-operate  with  the  elect, 
^*  but  i^  iok  4tnd  enthx  opetaUr^ 
f  yand 
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^'  and   they  are  hiai  wstruments  otf 
**  organs*  > 

IJtbly,  "Though  the  elect  may 
^*  for  a  time  resist  the  gyace  of  Gody 
*'  they  cannot  finally  overcome  it* 
^*  This  grace  is  sovereign  and  invin-* 
^^  cible  in  its  bperationi 

ISitbly^  *'  God,,  who  arbitrarily  pre- 
**  dcstioaterf  the  reprobates  to  eternal 
**  dcstitiction;  himself  also  prepares 
**  an^  fits  them^for  it.  He  does  thi« 
**  by  blinding  their  mindsv  hardening 
**  their  howts^  stupifytng  their  mtel* 
**  leets^  depriving  them  of  the  know- 
"  le^c  of  htra^eif,  withholding  from 
*^  them  the  i&ftnenee  of  hi»  Spiriti 
'^  anid  deliHrtng  them  ever  to  thf 
**  deviL 

fSthly,  "The  number  of  the  eleet 
"  19  Ycry  small ;  the  reprobates,  of 
'*  course,  must  be  numerous. 

•   •  4 

Lastly,  ^'The  reprobates,  those  num-* 
.  )  *'berleM 
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*lijBrl«s  rational  beings,  wHom  AI- 
**  mighty  God  hath  raised  up  fof  the 
**.  illustration  of  his  glory,  are  hateful 
*•  to  him.  He  also  hates  in  propbr- 
**  tion  to  their  naughtiness  the  chosen 
**  fe\f  *." 

I  thiuk,   my  dear  Miss  M^ ,  I 

see  you  st-art  at  hearing  such  abbmi- 
tiafhle  tefnets  ascribed  to  the  church  of 
which  you  are  an  aiFectio\)ate  mem- 
ber; and  perliaps  for  a  moment  you 
may  wonder  hou*  you  overlooked  their 
absurdity  and  impiety,  when  you  gave 
your  hearty  assent  to  the  compendium 
of  her  doctrines.  But  be  not  alarmed ; 
I  hope  these  blasphemous  dogmas  do 
iftot  constitute  the  gospel  of  all  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty  meeting-liouse^j 
chapels,  and  churches,  where  evan- 
gdical  ministers  deliver  their  numcr- 

*  Other  reformers  held  the  doctrine  ofabfcflute 

» 

fTcdestiRalien^  particahrly  Zuinglius. 
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ous  lisctures.    I  am  certain,  that  aneh 
ar<B  not,  nor  ever  were,  the  tenets  of 
the  church  of*  England*     Many  who 
call  themselves  Calvinists  do  not  go  to 
these  lengths ;  that  is  to  say,  though 
they  adopt  the  name  of  calvinistic, 
as  a  rallying  point  for  their  party,  they 
really  are  not  disciples  of  Calvin ;  and 
among  his  professed  followers, '  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  persuade  thera 
to  state  their  sentiments  ingenuously 
when  engaged  in  controversy;  though 
in  their  cxtcoaporaryaddressesto  their 
Hock,  they  insist  upon  the  absolute 
depravity  and  inertness  of  man;    on 
the   superiority  of  p^-eaching,    as  a 
means  of  grace,  over  the  M'ritten  word 
of  God  or  the  sacraments;  on  sensi- 
ble and  immediate  conversion,  or  re- 
generation; and  on  the  impeccability, 
or>  as  I  believe  it  is  oftener  called,  as^ 
surance  of  the  elect.  On  the  8tli,  9th, 

lOtb^ 
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fOth,  atid  Hth  dogmas^  eipofiiid^d 
by  spiritual  pride  and  entbodiasfiD,  de* 
pend  all  the  rhapsodies  relating  to  tht 
pangs  of  the  new  birth^  wrestling  with 
God,  full  convietion  of  future  sahra^ 
tion,  and  entire  change  of  affections 
and  dispositions :  this  they  suppose  is 
contained  in  the  scriptural  expression 
regeneration ;  which,  with  them,  is  td 
turn  from  complete  wickedness  t0 
iinless  purity,  though  the  early 
Cliristian^  confined  this^  term  to  the 
Sacrament  of  baptisnn,  and  the  inward 
grace  therein  conveyed  ♦.  Tbes^ 
opinions  are  founded  chiefly  on  some 
detached  texts  of  St  Paul's  ton  trover- 
fttal  epistles;  in  which  be  was  debating 
a  subject  very  different  ft'om  that  of 
the  arbitrary  election  and  reprobation 
of  individual  Christians^  namely,  the 
rejection  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  the 

^^•8ce  Htfs  Lectiires,  yd.  W  p.  2^2. 
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call  of  fbc  gentile  world.  By  scparatf* 
ing  these  texts  from  their  contextsr, 
ftiid  by  disdaining'  to  atten<i  to  the 
general  ai^alogy  of  scripture,  a  satur- 
nine imagination  composed  that  ex* 
traordinary  syistem  whrch  Dr.  Jortln 
defines  to  consist  of  *^  human  4)eings 
^^witfaout  liberty,  doctrines  wieboot 
^  senses  faith  without  reason-;  and*  a 
^*<Jcid  witliotit  mwcy:"  * 

I  purpose^  ini  H^  sobdequent  letter^ 
to  solicit  ydur  attentldm  to  a- few  in* 
stences  of  misquotation;  to  show  that, 
by  the  method  ju^  atluded  tb^  scrip* 
tuTC  may  be  made  to  prove  whatever 
sm  artfiifc  polemic  shall  think  fi4t.  I 
nwjst  fipt  rescue  the  church  of  Eng- 
land from  the  charge  thus  brought 
against  her ;  and^  happily,  we  stre  en-^ 
abled  to  repel  it  by  those  articles^  and 
liturgical  formularies,  which  it  has 
keen  sa  long  the  afim  of  our  imJtariau 
.   /  adyer* 
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adversaries  to  wrest  from  us.  Had 
we  beea  destitute  of  those  authorita- 
tive standards  of  consistency  and  ve- 
ritjv  a^nd  had  yet  had  nothing  to  ap- 
peal to  but  the  writings  of  individuals, 
or  the  loose  unweigbed  prayers  and 
e\lK>rtations  of  private  preachers,  we 
could  not  have  stood  upon  oiir  de- 
fence with  so  much  boldness*  For, 
though  the  main  body  of  our  clergy 
have  always  resisted  Calvin's  doc- 
trines, a  few  have  leaned  to  his  errors; 
and,  i(  is  melancholy  to  own,  men  of 
profound  learning,  as  well  as  piety  and 
goodness.  This,  however,,  is  only  a 
proof  of  human  infirmity,  and  no  more 
affects  the  general  agreement^  of  our 
church,  than  St.  Peter's  temporizing 
opinions,  respecting  the  necessity  of 
Jewish  observances,  impeached  the 
validity  of  the  sentence  pronounced 
in  that  case  by  the  apostolical  college. 

A  slight 
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A  slight  review  of  our  articles  and 
liturgy  will  be  sufficient ;  in  which  I 
shall  closely  follow  the  steps  of  the 
venerable  guide  to  M'hom  1  have  just 
referred  you  *.  It  must  be  observed^ 
that  our  liturgy  is  addressed  to  the 
people,  our  articles  to  the  learned.  In 
the  latter,  it  was  necessary  to  mention 
the  opinions  which  were  at  that  time 
much  agitated;  and  as  it  was  the  wish 
ef  the.founders^  of  our  church  to  en* 
large  its  pale  as  widely  as  possible^ 
many  of  those  article^  were  couched 
in  terms,  to  which  all  who  were  not 
^  absolute  bigots  might  subscribe ;  if^ 
tl)erefore,  in  this  mitigated  and  pru^ 
dential  confession  of  national  faith, 
Calvinism  be  abjured  f,  what  shall  >ve 
say  of  the  principles  of  our  opponents, 

*  Dr.  Kipling, 
t  By  Calvinism,  nothing  can  be  meant  but  the 
the  peculiar  tenets  which  Calvin  held.     They  wha 
iiaowQ  these  mre  not  CalvinUts.  •    ^^ 

who 
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who  endeavour  to  fix  this  stfgma  upon 
nsr 

I  will  first  observe,  tliat  our  articles 
tiniformly  assert  the- mrmrsai  possibiH'- 
tif  of  salvation*;  \rhich  is  directly  con- 
trary to  Culvin^s  declaration,  that 
mucii  tlic  greater  part  of  the  ftttman 
rite  are  afbsolntefy  atid"  uncomjitioti- 
iilly  excluded  from  mercy;  The  91st 
articlfe  affirais,  "  Tliat  the  death  of 
'•^  Christ  is  a'!]^rfe'ct  redemprtion-,  pro- 
^*  pitiation^  and  satisfaction  for  aH  the 
^  sins  of  the  whole  world,  both-  cm- 
**  ginal  and  actual  ;'*  which  implies, 
not  only  that  all  Ghristions  are  offered 
Vernal  salvation ;  but  that  the  hcfathcii 
world  arc  delivered  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  the  original  guilt  of  Adam,  and 
also  from  the  eternal  consequences  of 
actual  transgression,  provided  they 
frame  their  lives  according  to  the  im- 
perfect  knowledge  which  they  posfieaa. 

UnlesSi 
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Unless,  therefore,  universal  redemp- 
tion can  be  reconciled  with  the  utter 
rCiprobation  of  a  vast  majority  of  man- 
kind, this  article  might  decide  the 
controversy.  You  well  know,  univer- 
sal redeonptian  does  not  mean  that  all 
men  -mU^  but  that  all  men  may^  be 
leaved. 

On  the  doctrine  of  original  sin^  ouv 
church,  in  her  ^h  article,  acknow- 
ledges  that  in  ev.ery  Qne  born  into  the 
worlds  even  in  the  regenerated  (or 
baptised  and  ohedient  Christians),  a 
propeinsity  to  evvil  a^till  remains  (the 
conscience  of  every  one  niust  attest 
this  truth),  which  partakes  so  much 
of  the  nature  of  sin  as  to  deserve  dam* 
Vkation*  Betwtien  deserving  dan^natvon 
from  the  jujstice  of  God-,  .and  being 
damned  withqut  the  inte;r position  of 
v^cey,  the  difference  is  immense. 

C»lMio  XKfj»B  0Qod  wurJIfLs.tbe  fruits 

of 
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cf  grace ;  that  is  to  say,  he  ascribes 
them  solely  to  the  over-ruling  power 
of  God,  Our  12th  article  determines 
them  to  be  **  the  fruits  of  faith;"  that 
is,  as  being  produced  by  our  co-ope- 
ration with  our  divine  Assistant.  This 
is  farther  specified  in  the  10th  article, 
where  the  grace  of  God  "is  said  to 
"  work  with  us." 

The  15th  and  l6th  articles  decide 
so  pointedly  against  Calvin's  idea  of 
the  impeccability  of  the  elect,  that  to 
refer  to  them  is  sufficient  to  show  that 
our  church  never  held  tenets  so  con- 
trary to  scripture,  and  so  apt  to  en- 
gender the  deadly  sin  of  spiritual  pride. 
I  call  it  deadly,  because  there  is  so 
little  hope  that  they  who  have  fallen 
into  it  should  ever  experience  a  real 
conversion  and  true  repentance.  * 

The  17th  article,  which  the  Calvin- 
ists  chiefly  build  upon,  uses  the  term 

election. 
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election,  indeed ;  but  not  as  confined 
to  particular  persons.    ''It  speaks  of 
the  deliverance  of  the  whole  Chris- 
tian world,  not  only  from  curse  and 
damnation,  but  also  God  s  intention 
to  bring  them  to  everlasting  salvation, 
as  vessels  made  for  honour.     While  it 
encourages  godly  persons  to  rejoice, 
and  to  meditate  on  the  high  promises 
to  which,  as  Christians,  they  are  en- 
titled ;  it  dissuades  curious  and  carnal 
persons  from  attempting  to  penetrate 
ioto  those  mysteries  of  God's  secret 
counsels,   by  which  the  **  devil  doth 
V  eit;hcr  thrust  them  into  desperation 
^*  or  into  wretchlessness  of  unclean 
**  living,  no  less  perilous  than  despe- 
'*^  ration."    The  word  reprobation  is 
not  mentioned  in  this  article ;  in  Cal-- 
vin's  system,  it  ever  stands  opposed 
to  election ;    the   election  therefore 
here  meant  cannot  be  Calvin's  eleclion. 

And 
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that  a  conference  was  held  betweeh 
tfaem  and  their  opponents;  in  which 
the  Calvinists  attempted  to  establish 
several  new  articles,  that  had  been  agi- 
tated during  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  As  a  proof 
that  the  absolute  predestinarians  in 
those  days  were  more  ingenuous  than 
their  offspring,  by  confessing  that  our 
thirty-nine  articles  would  not  suit 
their  purpose  in  their  present  form,  1 
•Will  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  celebrated 
Xanibeth  articles,  proposed  by  the 
CJalvinists  in  the  time  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, and  brought  forward  at  the 
Hampton-court  conference,  in  the 
reign  of  her  successor. 

Ut,  God  from  eternity  hath  predes- 
tinated certain  men  to  life;  certaim 
men  he  hath  reprobated. 

2d,  The  moving  or  efficient  cause  of 
predestination  unto  life,  is  not  the  fbre^ 

sight 


457 

Its  various  offices.  I  will  again  take 
Dr,  Kipling's  pamphlet  for  my  guide. 
Our  absolution  cannot  accord  with 
Calvinism ;  for  would  its  compiler  dare 
to  affront  the  Deity,  by  ascribing  to 
hinv  attributes  directly  contrary  to 
what  be  believed  him  to  posse3s?  Cal- 
vin*s  God  desires  and  ordains  the  death 
of  myriads  of  sinners,  to  whom  he  de- 
nies all  power  **  of  turning  from  their 
•*  wickedness."  The  prayer  of  St* 
Chrysostom,  the  collect  for  the  4th 
Sunday  after  Trinity,  the  petition  to 
be  delivered  from  eternal  damnation 
HI  the  litany,  the  blessing  which  con- 
cludes it,  every  sentence  which  testi- 
fies that  at  the  last  judgment  all  men 
shall  give  an  account  of  their  works, 
the  first  prayer  in  the  office  of  bap- 
tism, the  exhortation  which  succeeds 
the  gospel  in  that  office,  the  prayer 
which  comecrates  the  water>  and  the 
VOL.  I',  X  request 
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s>Qquest  that  whoever  is  dedicated  to 
God  by  the  priestly  office  and  mi- 
^listry,  may  be  everlastingly  rctoardei^ 
are  anti-calvinistic;  and^  not  to  mul- 
tiply examples  without  bound,  every 
prayje^  which  entreats  an  increase  of 
virtue^  or  preservation  from  guiljt,  is 
decidedly  hostile  to  these  terrible 
ideas. 

The  Calvinists,  when  bard  pfesseil 
for  reasons  to  justify  God's  justice  in 
thus  arbitrarily  fore-doomiog  his  crca^ 
tures  to  perdition,  ricply,  we  cannot 
9ay  what  effect  this  may  have  on  pro* 
biationary  beings  in  other  worlds.  In 
aiiswer,  it  is  acknowledged  the  eifect 
jnay  be  powerful;  and  tl;ie  argument 
would  be  valid,  if  those  beings  at  the 
tame  time  perceived  that  the  wicked 
H|An  perishes  on  accomtt  of  his  wick^ 
edness,  and  not  by  an  ov^r^ruling  di- 

€r«e  wiiicbM  cannot  withtUAd. 
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To  those  who  objected  to  this  sys-r 
teni,  that  it  renders  prayer  not  only 
useless  but  absurd,  Calvin  was  accus- 
tomed to  answer,  that  as  no>indiWdual 
knows  whether  he  is  elect  or  repro- 
bate, therefore  supplication  must  be 
permissible*    It  should  seem  as  if  he 
had  ROt  then  rise;i  to  that  degree  of 
enthusiasm  to  which  his  followers  have 
since  attaiised ;   for,    to  know  this^ 
corner  under  thotse  terms  of  experience 
and  illumination,  to  which  they  now  so 
generally  pretend.     But  whatever  he 
might  urge  on  this  head  in  respect  to 
private   prayer,    it  cannot  reconcile 
the  propriety  of  such  general  addresses 
as  tjbe  coBifession,  in  wiiichGod  is  im^ 
plored  to  forgive  all  sinners,  or  th!e 
entreaty  that  he  wauld  **have  mercy 
*  *  upon  all  men,  Jews,  Turks,  Infidels, 
"  and  Heretics ;"  or  that  the  sins  of 
dying  mi^.  which,  if  pardoned  at  all, 

X  S  have 
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have  already  been  pardoned  by  an  eter- 
nal and  irreversible  decree,  "  may  be 
"  done  away  by  his  mercy  in  Christ 
*'  JesuSy  and  their  pardon  sealed  in 
**  heaven  before  they  go  hence,  and 
**  be  no  more  seen." 

Thus  refuted,  our  adversaries  ought, 
in  propriety,  to  have  confessed  their 
mistake,  and  renounced  the  charge; 
but  another  subterfuge  remains:  they 
insist,  that  our  first  reformers  were  Cal- 
vinists.  If  the  assurance  of  their  own 
words  can  avail,  Cranmer,  Hooper, 
Latimer,  and  Ridley,  were  decidedly 
anti-calvinists*.  History  confirms  their 
testimony,  by  recording  their  conduct. 
It  is  known,  that  the  venerable  arch- 
bishop, to  whom  we  look  up  as  the 
builder  of  ourSion,  r^ec/erf  the  assist- 
ance of  Calvin,  and  solicited  the  advice 


^  See  Anti-Jacobin  BcTiew  tor  September^  18G|3« 


«        •  • 


vthe  scaffold;  the  house  of  lards  w4d 
abolished,  its  members  massacred,  or 
exiled  ;  the  gentry  ruined  ;  the  clergy 
sequestered;  and  the  country  became 
the  seat  of  civil  war,  the  sport  of  con- 
tending factions,  the  scene  of  fraud 
and  oppression,  where  God  was  in- 
sulted with  hypocritical  worship,  and 
man  preyed  on  man.  The  prime 
mover  of  this  vast  machine  of  mis- 
.chief  closed  his  guilty  career  unr6- 
•pentant  for  the  numberless  murders 
and  perjuries  which  his  ambition  had 
prompted  him  to  commit;  true,  to  the 
iast,  to  the  dreadful  tenets  of  his  faith, 
cand  in  full  persuasion  that  he  was  an 
elect  and  choseti  vessel,  so  entitled  to 
eternal  glory,  that  bo  crimes  could 
'forfeit  his  claim. 

Allow  me  to  relieve  your  fatigued 
attention,  by  directing  it  to  the  death 
«f  a  gentlesoan,  who,  I  think,  w.asthe 

X  6  only 
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that  a  conference  \vas  held  between 
Ifaem  and  their  opponents ;  in  which 
the  Calvinists  attempted  to  establish 
several  new  articles^  that  had  been  agi- 
tated during  the  latter  part  of  the 
Teign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  As  a  proof 
that  the  absolute  predestinarians  in 
those  days  were  more  ingenuous  than 
their  offspring,  by  confessing  that  our 
thirty-nine  articles  would  not  suit 
their  purpose  in  their  present  form,  I 
nl^ill  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  celebrated 
lianibeth  articles,  proposed  by  the 
Calvinists  in  the  time  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, and  brought  forward  at  the 
Hampton-court  conference,  in  the 
reign  of  her  successor. 

1st,  God  from  eternity  hath  predes- 
tinated certain  men  to  life;  certaim 
men  he  hath  reprobated. 

2d,  The  moving  or  efficient  cause  of 
prcdestinAtionuBto  life,  is  not  the  fore- 
sight 


469 

despair,  which  at  last  swallowed  up  all 
his  literary  and  jsocial  talents,  and 
almost  petrified  his  benevolent  heart. 
The  idea  of  his  utter  rejection  by- 
God,  was  attended  by  a  belief  that 
every  attempt  to  counteract  it  would 
but  aggravate  the  severity  of  his 
doom.  He  did  not,  therefore,  dare 
to  go  to  any  place  of  worship,  nor 
even  to  pray.  The  last  of  his  post- 
humous compositions,  published  by 
Mr.  Hayley,  entitled  the  Cast-away, 
when  read  with  this  clue,  appears  to 
me  the  most  affecting  lines  that  ever 
flowed  from  the  pen  of  genius ;  and  it 
jhads  more  strongly  than  a  thousand 
arguments  against  permitting  such 
,  unworthy  ideas  of  the  Almighty  to 
enter  into  our  minds.  May  the  ex- 
ample of  a  Cowper's  despair  not  plead 
in  vain  !  then  shall  we  cease  to  lament 
the  years  which  the  amiable,  but,  in 
this  point;  bewildered  sufferer  spent 

in 
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not  communicated,  to  all  men,  by 
which  they  may  be  saved  if  they  will. 

What  horrid  blasphemy  I 

8th^  No  man  can  come  unto  Christ, 
unless  it  shall  be  given  unto  him,  and 
unless  the  Father  draw  him ;  and  all 
men  are  not  drawn  hy  the  Father. 

9th,  It  is  not  in  the  will  or  power 
of  every  man  to  be  saved. 

The  difference  of  these  articles  from 
those  of  our  church  need  not  be  pointed 
out,  nor  will  I  expatiate  on  their  un- 
scriptural  absurdity  and  dreadful  ten- 
dency. There  is  a  degree  of  clumsy 
management  in  the  8th;  which,  consi- 
dering the  care  with  which  they  were 
framed,  is  surprising.  It  begins  with  a 
text  of  scripture,  which  is  made  to 
speak  as  they  would  have  it,  by  an  ab- 
solute addition  of  tlicir  own,  for  which 
there  is  not  the  least  authority.  But 
to    return    to    historical   testimony: 

though 
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rtirged  In  proof  of  tlife  prevalence  of 
Calvinism  in  his  reign ;  for  this  osten- 
sible countenance  was  merelv  a  vizard 
to  cover  that  monarch'*  design  of  in- 
troducing popery,  under  th^  fraudu- 
lent pretence  of  universal  toleration. 
The  subsequent  reign  is  accused  of 
patronizing  errors  of  a  different  sort ; 
and  the;  style  of  merely  moral  exhort- 
ation, adopted  by  some  of  our  clergy, 
has  been  urged,  as  a  reason  for  the 
revival  of  Calvinism,  under  thename 
of  Methodism,  about  themiddle  of  the 
last  century.  During  the  period  in 
ivhich  our  church  is  charged  with 
'having  kept  the  great  doctrines  of  our 
religion  too  much  out  of  sights  she  still, 
by  her  articles  and  liturgy,  retained 
her  original  tenets  and  integral  con- 
stitution. It  is  renttff kable,  that  those 
eminent  divines*  <!8iose  vindications 

*  Tillotson,  SherlockfSced,Warburton,  Rogers, 
Watcrland,:  Jones,  &c; 

of 


■466 

ICing  Gharies  the  First^s  reign,  Cfal- 
vintsm  indeed  triumphed ;  but  the 
victory  was  not  gained  by  reason; 
the  sword  was  the  terriWe  arbitrator; 
the  king  and  the  primate  bled  uptm 

the  decreet  <^66d  are  condtti<ma1,in  consequeixie 
of  foreseen  faith  and  virtue,  or  foreseen  infidelitj 
and  wickedness.     On  universal  redeaiption^  be 
says,   that  though  Christ  made  atonerbent  for  all 
-^ibanklnd,  non&  but  those  who  believe  in  him  can 
'Claim  that  benefit.     On  thceorraption  of  man^  it 
•  is  his  opinion,  that  we  are  incapable^pf  doing  or 
saying  any  thing  good,  without  the  regenerating 
» fiowcr  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  yet  divine  grace  may 
be  resisted,  and  rendered  liReffectnal^  by  the  per- 
Terse  will  of  the  impenitent  sinner.     That  it  i» 
the  grace  of  God  which  preserves  us  in  a  regene- 
rate state;    but  that  the  righteous  may  lose  their 
justifying  faith  and  die  in  their  sins. 

At  the  synod  of  Dor t,  summoned  in  l6l&,oji 
account  of  tl\is  controversy,  our  divines  bore  pub- 
lic and  decided  tcstinQony  to  the  doctrines  of  uni- 
•versal  redemption  and  free  agency  j  and  the  king, 
with  the  greatest  part  of  ©ur  clergy,  disapproved 
•the  proceedings  of  ihac  Fynod^  and  preferred  Ar- 
'iniuius  to  Calvin. 

the 
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shap*g  Bible,  published  in  the  year 
J572,  just  after  the  ratification  of  our 
articles*  These  were  both  acts  of  au'^ 
thority ;  and,  as  such,  may  be  properly 
appealed  to,  in  testimony  of  the  real 
doctrine  of  our  church.  With  a  fcMf" 
miscellaneous  remarks  we  will  dismiss 
the  subject  of  strict  Calvinism, — I 
wish  I  could  say  to  the  oblivion  that 
it  deserves. 

We  will  first  observe,  that  preach- 
ing Calvinism,  as  Christianity,  must 
lessen  the  influence  of  pure  religion, 
ei^cept  in  weak  and  depraved  minds. 
One  of  the  oiHces  of  reason,  as  we  have 
before  remarked,  is,  to  judge  by  the 
tenor  of  the  message,  whether  it  comes 
from  God.  Now,  whatever  diminishes 
our  sense  of  moral  obligation,  is  con- 
trary to  those  preconceived  notions  of 
the  justice  and  goodness  of  the  Deity 
which  revelation  is  intended  ta  conj- 

firm.. 
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only  eminent  instance  of  a  persoa*5 
taking  the  dark  side  of  Calvinism,  by 
believing  himself  to  be  a  reprobate, 
and  incapable  of  the  mercy  of  God; 
I  mean  the  humble,  melancholy,  and 
too  keenly  susceptible  Cowper.  In 
early  life,  when  he  had  just  recovered 
from  a  dreadful  mental  disease,  befell 
into  the  society  of  some  well-meaning 
people  who  had  adopted  those  unfor* 
tunate  notions.  The  grateful  bard, 
•attached  by  their  kindness,  united 
Inmself  to  them  by  the  strongest  ties 
of  affection,  and  suffered  his  enlarged 
understanding  to  be  warped  by  their 
system.  His  biographer  does  not  state 
at  what  period  of  his  life  the  fatal  no- 
tion of  his  own  reprobation  was  im- 
printed on  his  mind  ;  but  knowing 
that  this  was  the  case,  we  caiinot  won- 
der at  bis  frequent  fits  of  despondency, 
Bor  at  tliat  frightful  lapse  into  intense 

despair, 
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despair,  which  at  last  swallowed  up  all 
his  literary  and  social  talents,  and 
almost  petrified  his  benevolent  heart. 
The  idea  of  his  utter  rejection  by- 
God,  was  attended  by  a  belief  that 
every  attempt  to  counteract  it  would 
but  aggravate  the  severity  of  his 
doom.  He  did  not,  therefore,  dare 
to  go  to  any  place  of  worship,  nor 
even  to  pray.  The  last  of  his  post- 
humous compositions,  published  by 
Mr.  Hayley,  entitled  the  Cast-a^vay, 
when  read  with  this  clue,  appears  to 
me  the  most  affecting  lines  that  ever 
flowed  from  the  pen  of  genius ;  and  it 
J  hads  more  strongly  than  a  thousand 
arguments  against  permitting  such 
,  unworthy  ideas  of  the  Almighty  to 
enter  into  our  minds.  May  the  ex- 
ample of  a  Cowper's  despair  not  plead 
in  vain  !  then  shall  we  cease  to  lament 
the  years  which  the  amiable,  but,  in 
this  point,  bewildered  suiFerei  spent 
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in  agonizing  woe;  the^inhocencc  of 
his  life,  and  the  amiable  tenor  of  his 
writings,  seem  to  justify  the  resplend- 
ent vision  of  hope,  which  depictures 
him  as  awakening  from  his  long  night 
of  wretchedness,  at  the  rapturoiw 
•sound  of  "  Well  done,  good  and  faith- 
^*  ful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
•Vof  thy  Lord!"^ 

To  return  to  our  historical  detail. 
It  is  not  even  pretenrfed,*  that  Calvin- 
ism predominated  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  lid.  The  resignation  of 
the  non- conformist  clergy  during  that 
period  proceeded  no  less  from  their 
abhorrence  of  episcopacy,  than  from 
their  dissatisfaction  at  the  doctrines 
of  the  restored  church,  whose  funds 
they  had  appropriated  to  themselves 
duriDg  the  suspension  of  her  lawful 
ministers  I  believe  the  temporary 
favour  Avhich  King  James  the  lid 
showed  to  the  dissenters  was  ^ever 

urged 
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tirged  in  proof  of  tiife  prevalence  of 
Calvinism  in  his  reign;  for  this  osten- 
sible countenance  was  merely  a  vizard 
to  cover  that  monarch'*  design  of  in- 
troducing popery,  under  the  fraudu- 
lent pretence  of  universal  toleration. 
The  subsequent  reign  is  accused  of 
patronizing  eiTors  of  a  different  sort ; 
and  the  style  of  merely  moral  exhort- 
ation, adopted  by  some  of  our  clergy, 
has  been  urged,  a«  a  reason  for  the 
revival  of  Calvinism,  under  the  name 
of  Methodism,  about  the  middle  of  the 
last  century.  During  the  period  in 
ivhich  our  church  i«  charged  with 
'having  kept  the  great  doctrines  of  our 
religion  too  much  out  ofsight^  she  still, 
by  her  articles  and  liturgy,  retained 
her  original  tenets  and  integral  con- 
stitution. It  is  renisffkable,  that  those 
eminent  divines*  i^^iose  vindications 

*  Tillotson,  Sherlock'/Sccd,  Warburton,  Rogers, 
Waterland^.  Jones^  &c; 
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'  of  the  mysteries  of  our  holy  faiih, 
have  immort  ized  their  own  names, 
and  that  of  their  country,  flourished 
at  this  very  period,  when,  according 
to  the  representations  of  our  enemies, 
nothing  but  the  oratory  of  a  Whitfield, 
or  the  labours  of  a  Wesley,  could  have 
saved  us  from  the  total  loss  of  Chris- 
tian  principles  and  vital  religion. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  subjoin  any 
additional  proo  s  to  th  *  above  justifi- 
cation of  our  church  from  the  charge 
of  Calvinism;  but  as  partial  election 
is  the  key-stone  on  which  that  system 
is  built,  I  will  just  mention^  as  a  cor- 
roborative testimony,  that  our  church 
always  held  the  contrary  doctrine  of 
universal  redemption,  or  that  every 
man  has  it  in  his  power  to  be  saved.  I 
will  refer  you  to  the  homilies,  and 
especially  to  the  preface  to  them,  and 
to- Archbishop  Parker's  preface  to  that 
translation  of  scriptui  e  called  the  Bir 

shop's. 
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shap*g  Bible,  published  in  the  year 
J  572,  just  after  the  ratification  of  our 
articles*  These  were  both  acts  of  au-^  * 
thority ;  and,  as  such,  may  be  properly 
appealed  to,  in  testimony  of  the  real 
doctrine  of  our  church.  With  a  few 
miscellaneous  remarks  we  will  dismiss 
the  subject  of  strict  Calvinism, — I 
wish  I  could  say  to  the  oblivion  that 
it  deserves. 

We  will  first  observe,  that  preach- 
ing Calvinism,  as  Christianity,  must 
lessen  the  influence  of  pure  religion^ 
ei^cept  in  weak  and  depraved  minds. 
One  of  the  offices  of  reason,  as  we  have 
before  remarked,  is,  to  judge  by  the 
tenor  of  the  message,  whether  it  comes 
from  God.  Now,  whatever  diminishes 
our  sense  of  moral  obligation,  is  con- 
trary to  those  preconceived  notions  of 
the  justice  and  goodness  of  the  Deity 
which  revelation  is  intended  ta  con«* 
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firoi.  To  say,  therefor^  that  the 
elect  cannot  sin,  or,  what  is  nearly  the 
same,  that  their  sins  will  not  make 
them  foffeii  divine  favour,  or,  that 
the  reprobate,  do  what  they  will,  can* 
not  attain  it,  impeaches  the  attributes 
of  God,  and  weakens  the  nK>ral  feel- 
ing in  man.  A  confused  understand- 
ing may  blunder  upon  this  notion, 
and  really  believe  it  to  be  tenable ; 
but  a  depraved  heart  wjU  cling  to  it 
as  a  defence  of  its  own  enormities. 

On  the  other  hand,  no  good  can 
arise  from  maintaining  these  doctrines. 
I  fan  irr€x;er^iWe  decree  save  the  elect 
iind  condemn  the  reprobate,  faith  and 
virtue  are  no  ways  necessary  to  the 
future  blessedness  or  misery  of  ei- 
ther; and  if  belief  in  the  great  doc- 
trines of  redemption  are  not  requisite, 
such  acquiescence  in  the  opinions  of 
Calvin  cannot  be  indispensible.      A 
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Sociuian,  a  Papist,  a  Jew,  a  Turk,  or 
an  Infidel,  if  previously  ordained  to 
bliss,  has  the  same  title  to  glory  as  the 
most  determined  propagator  of  iin* 
conditional  election. 
•  All  controversies  on  points  which 
are  mutually  allowed  to  be  not  essen* 
tial  to  salvation  are  much  to  be  depre- 
cated, as  they  engender  violent  ani- 
mosities, instead  of  that  spirit  of  broi- 
therly  love  which  was  intended  to  be 
the  distinguishing  token  of  Christia- 
^nity.  They  unsettle  the  faith  of  weak 
mindi^  who  in  a  variety  of  opinion* 
know  not  which  to  prefer;  and  they 
weaken  the  influence  of  our  faith 
among  infidels,  who  may  justly  re-^ 
proach  us  with  not  suffering  our  prin«- 
ciples  of  unity  to  influence  our  prac- 
tice. The  seventeenth  chapter  of 
St.  John,  which  I  before  quoted, 
iseeros  aUo  to  justify  me  in  observing, 
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♦hat  these  disscntions  retard  the  ex- 
tension of  our  faith  among  heathen 
nations* 

Some  may  here  ask,  is  the  blame  of 
controversy  then  all  on  one  side? 
Why  does  not  the  church  give  up 
these  disputed  points,  and  adopt 
vhat  her  adversaries  require  ?  It  may 
be  answered,  that  in  these  realms  she 
is  the  constituted  guardian  of  the  na* 
tional  religion,  and  is  therefore  legally 
ttnpowered  to  execute  the  divine  com- 
mand of  '*  contending  earnestly  for 
**  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
*'  saints."  The  forcible  argirments 
by  which  she  proves  these  tenets  to  be 
founded  on  a  misinterpretation  of  holy 
writ,  and  particularly  on  a  miscon- 
ception of  St.  Paul's  design  in  hii 
epistles  to  the  Romans  and  Galatians, 
which  seem  by  St.  Peter's  account  to 
have  given  rise  to  early  controversies 
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in  the  church,  would  take  more  space 
than  I  can  allow  to  this  subject.  The 
authors  to  which  I  have  referred  you 
will  supply  them.  I  have  only  en- 
deavoured to  recapitulate  that  part  of 
their  labours  which  vindicates  our 
establishment  from  having  renounced 
Jier  original  doctrines. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter^  two 
circumstances  more  must  be  observed* 
Even  if  we  sacrificed  truth  tq  peace, 
unjty  could  not  be  obtained.  The 
nearer  we  advance  to  Calvinism,  the 
further  we  retreat  from  Socinianism. 
The  total  annihilation  of  our  church, 
(may  God,  in  his  n^ercy,  avert  that 
evil!)  would  not  promote  the  univer- 
sal accord  for  which  all  parties  affect 
to  wish.  Indeed,  from  the  modera- 
tion of  her  tenets,  ^e  is  considered 
by  impartial  foreigners  to  be  the  rally- 
ing point  at  which  it  may  be  hoped 
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her  contrarious  opponents  will  one  day 
meet.  By  extending  her  influence, 
we  cement  the  bond  of  union  ;  by 
lessening  the  number  of  her  members, 
we  recruit  the  armies  of  contention. 
An  established  church  never  begm 
controversy.  Having  gained  the  de- 
sired ascendancy,  she  rests  secure. 
Her  errors  proceed  from  supineness, 
not  from  activity.  They  who  wish  to 
obtain  the  eminence  that  she  occupies, 
recommend  themselves  to  those  who 
are  impatient  of  controul,  or  desirous 
of  change,  by  complaints  against  her 
tyranny  or  apostacy.  To  the  first  of 
these  clamours  it  may  be  ansAvered, 
that  no  society  of  Christians  can  as- 
semble without  adopting  various  rules 
aiKi  forms  that  are  not  enjoined  in 
scripture  ;  that  the  majority  h^e,  as 
in  other  cases,  must  have  power  to 
luiid  the  mijoority;  and  that  the  de- 
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cisiotis  of  the  forirrer,  when  sanctioned 
by  the  civil  power,  possess  the  obliga- 
tion of  law,  to  which  every  member 
of  the  community  is  bound  to  yield 
obedience ;  unless  the  required  terms 
of  communion  are  evidently  contrary 
to  the  law  of  God.     A  change  of  spi- 
ritual masters  would  only  produce  a 
change  in  the  manner  of  government, 
not  in  the  measure  of  submission;  and 
I  quote  from  a  known  enemy  to  our 
church,  when  I  ask,  *^  Would  not  the 
*'  loins  of  an  imposing  Independent, 
**  or  Anabaptist,  be  as  heavy  as  the 
^*  loins  of  an    imposing   Prelate    or 
**  Presbyter*? 

With  a  sentiment  so  much  in  favour 
of  acquiescence  in  the  present  order  of 
things,  from  one  who  was  so  little 
to  be  suspected  of  partiality  to  epis- 

,    *  Henry  Cromwell's  letter  to  Fleetwood.    Sec 
Elegant  JB^stles^  page  261. 
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copal  supremacy,  I  conclude  this  let* 
ten  In  my  next,  I  must  notice  symp- 
toms of  hostility  from  a  quarter, 
whence,  according  to  their  profes- 
sions,  we  should  look  for  the  most 
cordial  co-operation  in  the  great  work 
of  promoting  the  eternal  salvation  of 
our  fellow-creatures.  The  task  in 
which  we  are  engaged  is  irksome; 
but  the  prospect  of  the  times  an- 
nounces its  sad  necessity.  In  the 
hope  that  my  labours  are  welcome  to 
you^  and  may  be  useful  to  others^ 

I  remain^  &c« 
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